
My dear parish family, worry and 
anxiety are part of so many of 

our busy and demanding lives.

We probably should meditate on 
Matthew 6:26-34 and Luke 12:22-32, 
weekly if not daily. Who of us by 
worrying can add a moment to his 
life-span, asks the Lord. He tells us 
not to worry about tomorrow. Today 
has enough problems of its own. Of 
course, 12-Step recovery programs 
have taken this Gospel exhortation 
to heart, urging us to live one day at 
a time.

I have been reflecting on this in 
my own life recently. Panic starts 
to set in when you look too far 
ahead and wonder how all these 
challenges are going to work out. 
Practical planning helps, of course. 
But living just today is a huge help. 
It gives you confidence. As God has 
been, and always is, faithful to you 
today, so will he be tomorrow, when 
tomorrow comes.

Meanwhile, pray today, enjoy the 
opportunities for loving today, and 
watch again how the Lord will bring 
you through your worst anxiety 

with surprising ease. His favors are 
inexhaustible.

Today, I am going to give you a 
Pastor’s Challenge that you will 
enjoy. Remember, three months 
ago, I asked you to read one Gospel 
straight through. Now, I want to 
challenge you to delve more deeply 
into the mystery of communion, 

especially in the Holy Eucharist. I’m 
talking about a deep communion 
with Jesus that leads to a deeper 
communion with others.

Here is my challenge:

1)  Attend one COR Worship Night 
in the church, on January 9 or 
February 13. 
-Or-

2)  Spend a full hour in the Chapel of 
Divine Mercy before the Lord. 
-Or-

3)  Attend Heart of Worship on 
Saturday, February 25 (our 14th one).

Or do all three!

Have a gentle, blessed, worry-
free Advent and Christmas. 
One day at a time. 

In Jesus’ love,

Fr. Drew Wood, 
pastor
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One year ago, 3,800 St. Laurence parishioners participated in the Gallup 
ME25 (Member Engagement Survey), as a way of measuring the 

emotional connection people have with their parish community. Based on 
the results of the survey, Fr. Drew and his parish leaders identified four 
priority focus areas:

1.  LEARN: My parish has opportunities  
to learn and grow.

2.  GROW: My spiritual needs are being met.

3.  CONNECT: Someone in the parish talked 
to me about the progress of my spiritual 
growth.

4.  LOVE: I have received recognition or 
praise from someone in my parish.

During 12 weeks this fall, the entire parish focused on 
LEARN, and on November 27, the First Sunday of  
Advent, we launched the GROW focus area.

This looks like pretty good news for our parish, so why are we spending 
time on this? Because this particular question is central to the spiritual life of 
our parish community and the salvation of each one of our parishioners. 

Take a moment and really reflect: What are your spiritual needs? How do you see 
these needs changing over the years? What satisfies your spiritual needs?

Dig a little deeper during this Christmas and winter season. During this 
time, we are asking everyone to take a minute to participate in a brief 
Spiritual Needs Survey. This survey may assist you in identifying your 
specific spiritual needs, and at the same time provide parish leadership with 
valuable input that will help to shape how we respond to your needs.

Our number one spiritual need has to be Jesus, however you find Him. 
Catholics encounter Jesus every Sunday in the Mass and actually receive 
Him in Holy Communion. There is no pleasure in this world, no matter 
how big, how fancy, how unbelievable, that will satisfy the emptiness in our 
hearts. Only Jesus can fill this emptiness with a joy that is unsurpassed.

Please take the Spiritual Needs Survey and make it a priority during this holy 
time of Advent and Christmas to find some way to grow closer to Jesus. 

Get more information at www.stlaurence.org/engaged-church.

Growing in Spirit     

From the Gallup 
ME25 Survey

SURVEY QUESTION: 
In my parish, my 
spiritual needs are met.

PARISH RESPONSE:  
44% strongly agreed

36% agreed

16%  neither agreed  
nor disagreed

4%  disagreed or 
strongly disagree

Please take the Spiritual 
Needs Survey!
www.surveymonkey.com/r/spiritualneeds

Available now through Jan 31



Imagine getting away from your usual routine 
to focus on Jesus. No distractions, no other 

commitments. A whole day dedicated to your 
spiritual growth. It’s like heaven on earth! Hear 
and reflect on his Word, worship him at Mass 
and in Adoration, and sing your praises out 
loud. And if you happen to sing off-key, it’s 
okay—your voice is one of 1,400 others gathered 
for the same purpose.

That’s Heart of Worship. And it all happens right here at St. Laurence each 
year on the Saturday before Lent begins. This year, we welcome a diverse 
and talented line up of speakers: Deacon Alex Jones, the Detroit Pentecostal 
minister who not only converted to the Catholic faith, but brought along 53 
members of his congregation at Easter 2001; Roland Millare, the theology 
doctoral candidate who came to understand the depth and breadth of God’s 
mercy through a family tragedy; and Brother Peter Francis, who shares his 
joy and love of Christ today in a religious community just as he did when he 
served as one of our youth ministers (when we knew him as Brian Kelsch).

This day long event, which includes inspiring talks from these speakers, 
plus great praise & worship music, dinner, Mass and Eucharistic Adoration, 
is open to everyone 6th grade and older. Be sure to register early since this 
event sells out each year. The cost to attend is $25; register before Feb 1, 
and the cost is just $20.  

Registration is available online at www.stlaurence.org/HOW and in-person 
at the parish office. 

Come to Heart of Worship and discover how, in Jesus, all things are new!

“Behold, I Make All Things New.”  (Rev 21:5)   

SCHEDULE
10:30am  Check-in

11:30am  Praise & Worship

12:00pm  Welcome: Fr. Drew Wood

12:30pm  Session #1: 
 Deacon Alex Jones

1:30pm  Break

2:00pm  Session #2: Roland Millare

2:45pm  Break

3:15pm   Session #3: 
Brother Peter Francis

4:00pm  Dinner

5:30pm  Praise & Worship

6:00pm  Mass

7:30pm   Adoration with Eucharistic 
Procession and Benediction

14th Annual
HEART OF WORSHIP

2017

FEATURED SPEAKERS
Deacon Alex Jones

Roland Millare
Brother Peter Francis

PRAISE AND WORSHIP
St. Laurence Life Teen Praise Group

CHRISTMAS 2016

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2017
11:30 AM – 9:00 PM



How did I get here? I ask myself 
that question a lot nowadays. 

How did a guy like me, a convert 
over 30 years ago from a Pentecostal 
background, end up on the Altar 
next to Jesus? I am not quite sure 
how it all happened, but I am quite 
sure it is where I am called to be. 
Helping as an Acolyte this past 
year has brought me closer to Jesus, 
both spiritually and physically. 
My formation in the Diaconate 
these past six years has not only 
helped me grow closer to the Lord 
and His people, but it has also 
helped solidify my belief in the 
true presence of Jesus Christ in the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

At each and every Mass, the 
Eucharist unites us with His passion, 
death, and resurrection. We become 
closer to Christ, our venial sins are 
forgiven, and the graces received 
help us avoid future sins. Joining 
ourselves at Mass fully, we are 
the Body of Christ present in the 
celebration… singing, responding, 
listening, praying, kneeling, 
standing, praising. 

We can be fully human, in a sense, 
by offering our bodies as “living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.” 
I do not mean offering our bodies 
in the sense of flesh and bones, but 
by engaging our very selves in the 
Liturgy. Hear His Word. Ponder 
what it is saying to you today. Taste 
His Body and Blood. Let it nourish 
your soul. Open your heart and 
consider praying these words before 
receiving Holy Communion: “Lord, 
take me, bless me, break me.” Bow 
reverently, and then say, “Amen!” 
When you do this, prepare to be 
transformed by Jesus. 

So let me tell you a story of my 
transformation that began eight 
years ago. One Sunday at Mass, 
Father Drew held up the Body of 

Christ and I heard myself ask this 
question: “What if that really is Jesus 
up there?” 

Oh sure, I had accepted that it was 
His Body years ago, but somehow 
I guess I took it for granted. I came 
to church, gave my offering, and 
volunteered a little, but I’ll admit, I 
was just going through the motions. 
I could not run from His presence. 
He loved me with his gaze from the 
cross. He was patiently calling me. 

Later that year, I attended a parish 
retreat. I was sitting at a table with 
my small group discussing the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. A lady 
in the group said that to receive 
the Eucharist, you must first go to 
confession. Now, I am not going to 
try and define how often that should 
be, but let me share my response 
and what she said next. It changed 
everything. It changed my life. 

I said, “Well, I have been receiving 
the Eucharist for 25 years and I 

have never been to confession. I 
do not need anyone between me 
and Jesus.” She said, “You are 
committing a mortal sin!” Now, 
it mattered not that it was not her 
place to judge me, because I needed 
that verbal slap up the side of my 
head. Talk about taking something 
for granted! 

Here was the answer to my question. 
I suddenly realized that that really 
is Jesus up there! Jesus asked me, 
“When was the last time I saw you 
and you asked for forgiveness for 
your sins?” I was shook up. I talked 
to a priest at the retreat who said, 
“You know, Dennis, you may be 
right, but Jesus is giving you a gift 
and you are saying, “No thank you!” 
That took my breath away. 

Jesus had my attention and later that 
year, I went to confession. It was 
hard, but when it was over, I left 
there as light as a feather. From then 
on, the Eucharist started exploding 
in my mouth. My soul was on fire. 
My family said I was acting weird, 
strange, and funny. With so much 
sin released so suddenly… oh my 
goodness… I began moving to the 
rhythm of his grace… amazing 
grace, as the song goes. Jesus was 
intoxicating. “He will become your 
anchor; the wind in your sails. He 
will become the fire in your veins. 
He will become your song” (lyrics 
from King of My Heart).

As you wait for the coming of Jesus 
this Advent season, try to imagine 
him waiting for you to come to the 
Eucharist. He keeps calling us to this 
glory. Are you listening? 

Dennis Henderson is a candidate for the 
Order of Diaconate and will be ordained 
a deacon on January 14, 2017, by Daniel 
Cardinal DiNardo. Please keep Dennis 
in your prayers as he prepares for 
ordination into this sacred ministry.
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By Dennis Henderson
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 Jesus is Giving You a Gift 

Attend one COR Worship Night in the church, on January 9 or February 13.

 -Or-

Spend a full hour in the Chapel of Divine Mercy before the Lord.

 -Or-

Attend Heart of Worship on Saturday, February 25 (our 14th one).

What is a COR Worship Night anyway? 

Here is my challenge:

Or do all three!

2
3

If you’ve never been to a COR 
Worship Night at St. Laurence, 

you owe it to yourself to try it.  It’s 
like a mini Heart of Worship. (In 
fact, the word COR means heart in 
Latin.) You’ll hear a great teaching 
on a specific subject, followed by 
Eucharistic Adoration, with amazing 
music throughout. At the end of 90 
minutes, you’ll leave refreshed and 
“made new.” It’s open to all people 
of all ages, there is no charge, and no 
RSVP is required.

Fr. Drew is challenging his entire 
parish to attend an upcoming 
COR Worship Night this January 
or February. In support of this, 

the Knights of Columbus have 
generously offered to treat us to 
a free Spaghetti Dinner on those 
nights! So, plan to come early, meet 
in the parish hall at 6:00pm for a 
great meal, head to the church for 
COR at 7:00pm, and you’ll be on 
your way home by 8:30pm. 

For more information, visit 
stlaurence.org/cor-worship-night 
and mark these dates in your 2017 
calendars now:

Monday, JAN 9
6:00pm – Spaghetti Dinner
7:00pm –  COR Night featuring  

Fr. Joy Thomas, parochial 
vicar, St. Angela Merici

Monday, FEB 13
6:00pm – Spaghetti Dinner
7:00pm –  COR Night featuring  

 Fr. Drew Wood and 
Danielle Noonan

1



Young Adult Ministry
The St. Laurence Young Adult Ministry got a reboot this year and the group 
is active and growing! After just a few months together, their membership 
numbers over 70, and coordinator Michaela Barta invites all young adults 
in their 20s/30s to join them for Holy Hour/Happy Hour, "Follow Me" Bible 
Study, Service Mission Days, a leadership retreat in Spring 2017, and a 
Frassati Hiking Pilgrimage in June! For more information, go to  
stlaurence.org/young-adults-group, find them on Facebook at "St. Laurence 
Young Adults" or contact Michaela at mbarta@stlaurence.org.

Behold! The Return of the Parish Bazaar
During the construction of the Ave Maria Parish Life 
Center, we had no place to hold the annual parish bazaar 
in 2014 and 2015. But it made a spectacular return this 
year the weekend of October 15-16, with record crowds 
enjoying the great international food, live music, bingo, 
games and rides. We were blessed with fabulous weather 
and new additions like the Vietnamese food booth, the 
Hot Spot for teens, and a parish art gallery only added 
to the fun. Mark your calendars for October 21-22, 
2017, when we do it all over again! Want to be part of 
the planning committee? Contact Al Garcia or Michele 
Dyogi at bazaar-chairs@stlaurence.org.

ALL THINGS 

NEW

    CHRISTMAS 2016

Jeff Cavins at St. Laurence
Popular Catholic theologian, author 
and speaker Jeff Cavins is coming to 
St. Laurence to kick off the New Year 
on Friday and Saturday, January 
6-7, 2017, in Marian Hall. Come on 
Friday evening (6:00-8:30pm) for a 
free lecture, Living the Life You Don’t 
Have Time For, and register for the 
full day seminar, Walking Toward 
Eternity, which will be offered on 
Saturday (9:00am-3:00pm). The cost 
to attend the seminar is $50, or bring 
the whole family (up to 4 people) 
for just $75. Be sure to register in 
advance to reserve your spot. This 
event is already filling up and is 
attracting people from all over the 
archdiocese! To register and for all 
the details, go to www.stlaurence.
org/jeffcavins or contact Justin Frato 
at jfrato@stlaurence.org.



How are you a 
                     gift of St. Laurence? 

We asked this question of the young children who are in the midst of preparing to make 
their First Holy Communion in Easter 2017.  Here are some of their answers.

St. Laurence was a deacon of 
the Church in 3rd century 

Rome when Christianity was 
outlawed. In his position as 
deacon, Laurence was entrusted 
with the church treasury and 
the distribution of its revenues 
among the poor. When the 
Roman emperor sentenced 
Laurence to death, he ordered 
him to first hand over the riches 
of the Church. The deacon 
responded by gathering all the 
poor, disabled, sick and feeble 
and presented them to the 
emperor, saying, “These are the 
true treasures of the Church.”

As parishioners of St. Laurence 
Catholic Church in the 21st 
century, our mission is to be 
centered in the love of Christ 
and glorify God in all we do. As 
we do this, we recognize the 
true treasure in those who are 
most marginalized and we strive 
to BE THE GIFT to others.

J  I love God with all my hart and I help others when they are getting bullied.
J  I share my butifull vois.  Amen.
J  Because I am honest and respectful.
J  Because everyone is a gift and special.
J  I’m smart and funny.
J  I love my church and I like to be involved.
J  I love everyone.
J  By singing joy to the Lord.
J  Love, sharing, caring, hope, being nice.
J  I have a good heart.
J  I am a gift of St. Laurence because St. Laurence helps me receive God.
J  Soy especial porque tengo una familia y tengo tíos y tías.
J  Because God loves all the communion.
J  I believe that I am a blessed child. I want and like to help other people.
J  That I am a good student to my teachers.
J  Through my prayers – I was able to pray for the priests and parishioners.
J  I am kind.
J  I go to the church.
J  By giving and sharing my talent and love to God.
J  I love God with all my heart.
J  I help other people with ideas and I am kind and nice to others.
J  Because I help people get up when they fall and tie people’s shoes.
J  I’m a gift to St. Laurence because I’m a nice friend
J  I am a gift to St. Laurence by being part of a holy Catholic Church.
J  I am a gift from God.
J  I am very helpful.
J  Because I am a child of God.
J  I like to help other people.
J  Cause I am a very nice boy.
J  I am a gift of St. Laurence because I am helpful and kind.
J  I am a very nice, caring boy and I try to help people. I love St. Laurence.
J  I am a gift to St. Laurence because I help out with service projects.
J  I am a very specil person.
J  I help people in 2A.
J  I pray for people and help people when they need it.
J  Because I am specil to St. Laurence.
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ST. LAURENCE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Christmas 2016
Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve — Saturday, Dec 24
Mass in the Church: 4:00pm, 6:30pm, 9:00pm, 
12:00am Midnight — Arrive at 11:30pm for Lessons & Carols

Mass at the Ave Maria Center: 4:15pm 

Christmas Day — Sunday, Dec 25
Mass in the Church: 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00 Noon

Solemnity of Mary — Sunday, Jan 1
Vigil Mass: Saturday, Dec 31, 5:00pm
Sunday Masses:  7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am, 

12:45pm, 5:00pm

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo

St. Laurence Catholic Church
Rev. Drew Wood, Pastor
Rev. Jaison Thomas, M.S.F.S., Parochial Vicar

Deacon Rey Arellano, Deacon Albert Bothe
Deacon Don Burns, Deacon Charles Plant

The Gifts of St. Laurence is a quarterly publication designed, written and published by St. Laurence parishioners.  
Direct comments to Sharon Ehrenkranz, Director of Parish Life, 281.980.9812 or sehrenkranz@stlaurence.org.

For event details see our  
website at www.stlaurence org

Text stlaurence1 to 555888 for Apple devices

-or- Scan the QR Code

Text stlaurence2 to 555888 for Android devices

-or- Scan the QR Code

We have a  
Parish APP  


