
ST. LAURENCE CATHOLIC CHURCH
ANNUAL PASTORAL REPORT

2018

Psalm 73:28





Fr. Drew Wood, pastor
Ordained April 28, 1973 — pastor of St. Laurence since 2002

Born in Mobile, AL, raised in Houston, at home in Sugar Land

LEADER: Student body president of St. Thomas High School AND the 
University of St. Thomas

Fr. Jaison Thomas MSFS, parochial vicar
Ordained December 29, 2000 — came to St. Laurence in 2014

Born in Kerala, India, the 10th of 11 children

MISSIONARY: He is in the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales and has 
served in Africa (2001-2005), India (2006-2011), and Houston (2012-present)

Fr. Truong Son Nguyen, parochial vicar
Ordained June 3, 2017 — St. Laurence is his first assignment

Born in Vietnam and moved to Houston when he was 4 years old

SPIRIT: Loves basketball, fishing, hunting, and Houston Astros and Rockets

M EE T OU R PR IE S T S

Dear Parish Family,

The theme I have chosen for this coming year is from Psalm 73 – “to be near God is my happiness.”

So as St. Paul wrote, ‘Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus,’ while we pray for his body and his bride, the 
Church. We are experiencing troubling and disturbing times right now in this ‘hour of darkness.’ But 
meanwhile, life goes on. We have to visit the sick, bury the dead, baptize babies, preside at weddings, 
forgive sins, teach the gospel and celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus in the Eucharist.

The normal drumbeat of life with its many joys and sorrows and opportunities for loving others is a 
good thing, really. When evil and sin show their ugly face, we need to keep doing what we’re doing, pray 
through it all, and keep hope alive in the resurrection of our Lord who never abandons us.

Thank you so much for your constancy, perseverance, intercession, faithfulness and joy. Thank you for 
not giving in to cynicism and despair. Let us pray for all victims of sexual, physical, emotional and verbal 
abuse in the Church and everywhere.

We are vigilant and determined to create and maintain a safe harbor for our beautiful children. Please pray 
for Pope Francis, Cardinal DiNardo, and all the Church as it deals with these matters. And let us keep our 
eyes fixed on Jesus here at our beloved parish of St. Laurence.

To be near God is our happiness. We will keep the faith! We are not afraid! The Church is in need of 
repentance, purification, transparency and healing. Sometimes this is excruciating. We will not turn back!

In Christ’s Love,

Fr. Drew Wood, pastor  " The priests are friendly 
and get to know us.”

—Parishioner at a Church Chat (1/6/18)



GROW
 closer to God through prayer, Sunday Mass 
       and the Sacraments

In One Year at St.  Laurence
Number of Registered Households .....................................................7,692
Infant Baptisms ................................................................................................................178
Child (1-7 yrs) Baptisms ..................................................................................................74
RCIA Baptisms ........................................................................................................................15
RCIA Communion & Confirmation ......................................................................12
Adult Confirmations ..........................................................................................................12
First Holy Communions .......................................................................................... 227
Teen Confirmations .....................................................................................................210
Marriages ....................................................................................................................................62
Funerals ........................................................................................................................................40
Number of Masses ......................................................................................................997

St. Laurence Music Ministry
In January-February 2018, we held Church Chats, informal listening sessions after Mass, to hear directly 
from our parishioners. We asked questions like what brought you to St. Laurence and what keeps you at 
St. Laurence, as well as focusing on what we can do better and what parishioners think is expected of 
them. Week after week, the #1 response we heard was how beautiful our music is at Mass:

“The music at St. Laurence is excellent!”

“Our liturgies are beautiful – profoundly religious & entertaining.”

“Our Music Ministry makes me feel like I’m in heaven.”

In Rebuilt, a breakthrough book on engaged parishes by Fr. Michael White and 
Tom Corcoran, we learn, “More than any other element in the church’s weekend 
experience, it is the music that can touch and change people’s hearts — for better 
or for worse.” We are abundantly blessed to have Mary Thompson (Music Director) 
and Dr. Kevin Klotz (Music Minister) providing leadership and creative direction for 
our choirs. Both bring extraordinary talent and deep experience to their roles on 
staff, impacting not only the Mass experience, but the overall vibrancy of our parish.

To learn more about the St. Laurence Music Ministry,  
please visit stlaurence.org/liturgical-choirs.



GROW
 closer to God through prayer, Sunday Mass 
       and the Sacraments family P R A Y E R

 F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N
D I S C I P L I N E

Strengthening Our Famil ies

Turn off the screens and PRAY together

SEE YOU AT MASS
We know how difficult it can be 
to get the whole family out the 
door for Mass, but the rewards 
are eternal! Make Sunday Mass 
a priority for your family and 
connect with lots of others who 
are on the same journey.

PB&J For Families
Family Faith is a monthly faith formation experience for the entire family 
offered as an alternative to weekly CCE classes. Sixty families gather once 
a month, September through May, to study Scripture and grow in faith. This 
year the theme is PB&J: The Parables, the Bible, and Jesus, with grade-
level breakout sessions for PreK3-12th grades, plus a session for adults. The 
children use the same books as CCE, Alive in Christ, by Our Sunday Visitor. 
Families continue their faith formation with some work at home each month. 
As a result, families grow in faith together at home, as well as within our 
Family Faith community. Learn more at stlaurence.org/family-faith.

“ Thank you for motivating us to dive into scripture and learn about the 
parables. Andres is now asking to sit and read the Bible together. After we 
read, the discussions are so deep and events like Harvey and instances of 
peer pressure have come about. It's beautiful to be able to see how God's 
Word is so alive and applicable to everyday life... Not sure who is teaching 
who here!” 

—Johana Camelo, Family Faith participant

Play & Pray
Play & Pray is the new childcare ministry at St. Laurence, offering faith-based 
care to the littlest members of our parish. A recent parish survey identified 
parents’ desire for their children to have fun and grow in their Catholic faith 
while being cared for in a safe and nurturing environment. At Play & Pray, 
children work on crafts, read stories, sing songs, say prayers, and play with 
friends. Currently offered during the 9:00am and 11:00am Sunday Masses, 
plus many other parish events, Play & Pray welcomes children 12 months 
to 3 years old during Mass, and 12 months to 12 years old for other events. 
Register at stlaurence.org/play-pray.

Fr. Drew has identified Family Prayer, Family Faith Formation and Family Discipline as the most 

pressing pastoral issues at this moment in our parish’s history. Our pastor first shared this at an annual 

gathering of 150 of his ministry leaders in August 2018, to inspire the parish to a more purposeful 

approach to family prayer, a deeper understanding of our Catholic faith, and clearer expectations for 

how we honor God and God in one another.



Be a Buddy
Our goal at St. Laurence is for 
every child to participate in faith 
formation, to engage with their 
peers, and to feel a sense of 
belonging. Buddies are adults 
or high school students who are 
paired with a child with special 
needs so that they may successfully 
participate in religious formation. 
To apply to serve as a Buddy, 
please go to stlaurence.org/buddy-
application.

WCP: Foundation for Children to Awaken to Faith
The St. Laurence Weekday Children’s Program is one of the few early 
childhood programs in the area accredited by the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (NAEYC). Open to children from crib through 5 
years, WCP collaborates with families to support their children’s spiritual and 
human growth and development. Visit stlaurence.org/weekday-childrens-
program for details.

“ There is a sense of love and joy at Weekday Children’s Program that you feel 
every time you walk through the front door.”

“It is a perfect blend of learning, fun, faith and love.”

SLCS: Promoting Educational Excellence
St. Laurence Catholic School is proud to provide opportunities for students 
to develop 21st Century Learning Skills through our STREAM Lab (Science, 
Technology, Religion/Reading, Engineering, the Arts and Math). This hands-
on learning takes place in our Collaboratory, with projects that involve the 
engineering design process along with a Catholic focus on service. SLCS 
offers strong academics in a Christian environment to 697 students in PreK4 
through Grade 8. Learn more at an Open House Preview for Prospective 
Parents on Friday morning, November 9, starting at 8:15am. Additionally, 
tours of the school may be arranged by calling 281-980-0500.

LE ARN
 about our faith and share with others

From a Buddy…

“I  have seen how my help gives my Buddy an opportunity to be 
a part of a group… and his presence has benefited everyone 
as they learn about Jesus. My relationship with my Buddy is not 
only one of helping, it is about establishing a real connection. It’s 
amazing to watch my Buddy grow as he connects to the group 
and becomes more independent each week.” 

—Abe Martin, Elementary CCE and Edge Buddy



Forming Men, Transforming Families
How do you convince 100 guys to get up every Wednesday for a 5:30am meeting 
at church? Start with breakfast, offer a program that boldly addresses the pressures 
facing men today, and provide answers found in the teachings of the Catholic 
Church. That Man Is You has been successfully motivating men of our parish to 
embrace their role as authentic leaders capable of transforming themselves, their 
families and greater society. Open to men of all ages. Offered in 13-week semesters, 
starting again January 30, 2019. See stlaurence.org/tmiy.

My hope for Religious Education is 
that parishioners of all ages will:

continue to learn and grow in faith,

trust in God to equip them,

actively live out their faith in the world,

And through the grace of God, be 
transformed into the image of Jesus.
— Christine Dunn, Director of Religious 

Education, cdunn@stlaurence.org

Visit from a Bible Study Evangelista
Catholic scripture teacher and storyteller Sonja Corbitt entertained and 
inspired parishioners when she came to St. Laurence last November 13. In 
the morning, she led a Women’s Prayer Breakfast on the topic “Healing the 
Father Wound” and later that evening, she was the featured speaker at Arise 
Night, when she invited the crowd to model the Blessed Mother in listening 
to, and interpreting, the Word of God. Feedback was so great, many small 
groups are doing her book studies and we look forward to a return visit from 
this self-proclaimed “evangelista”.

“ Many of the things Sonja said were exactly things that I thought, but was 
afraid to say out loud.”

“ Stop dreaming of a life without struggles; that is your Heavenly life not 
your earthly life. That one hit me.”

SAVE  
THE DATE

Sonja Corbitt Returns
Fulfilled Seminar
Jan 11-12, 2019

Over 500 people from our parish and across the Archdiocese came 
to hear renowned Catholic theologian and author Dr. Edward Sri  
in a Live Seminar at St. Laurence in January 2018.

“T MIY has made me more open to talking about my faith with others.”

“ I share what I learn with my family. TMIY has been a great blessing to me and to my family.”

“ At the retreat, God reminded me of 
how much He loves His children, how 
present He is in our lives, and just 
how GOOD He is to us. I also have 
never felt more welcome at a retreat — 
it was a real blessing!”

 
 —  Abby Vahlkamp, who attended the 

sold-out Blessed Is She retreat for 
women at St. Laurence



“ A heartfelt thank-you to the beautiful parishioners of St. Laurence 
Parish. Your generosity is someone else’s miracle and we are 
honored to witness these miracles every day!” 

 
Director Pennie DeGroot and Assistants Monica Hager and Nikki Agner lead and 
coordinate the huge and far-reaching Social Concerns Ministry for St. Laurence.

GRATEFUL

St.  Laurence Social  Concerns Minis tr y
The Year in Numbers (July 2017-June 2018)

Total monetary donations .........................................................
$374,000

Volunteer hours ............................................................................................30,000 
In-Kind Donations ............................................................................

$336,000
Harvey monetary donations ..................................................

$246,000
Harvey volunteer hours ..........................................................................27,000

More Than You Realize
To you, it may not seem like a big deal to donate a frozen turkey or a pair of children’s shoes, but when you do it 
together with other St. Laurence parishioners, the impact on the community is enormous. Because of your generosity 
this year, over 750 children returned to school with the dignity of wearing new shoes… school supplies were gratefully 
accepted by 750 children at the Fort Bend County Back to School Event… a complete Thanksgiving dinner was 
enjoyed in the homes of over 800 families in need… more than 2,000 Christmas gifts, wrapped and with their names 
on them, were given to military families and at-risk children and seniors… and the gift of everyday household items 
brightened the day of hundreds of refugees, people in crisis, and families in our Village Program.

“ With your assistance, well over 750 children were helped throughout Fort Bend 
County… St. Laurence Catholic Church was the miracle I had prayed for.” 

 —Anna Gonzales, Director, Fort Bend County Social Services

Support for Our Sister Parish
St. Laurence supports our “sister parish”, Queen of Peace in Houston, with $4,500 
each month (directed to facility needs and the school’s financial aid program), plus 
coordinated efforts by Social Concerns and SLCS to provide school shoes, Christmas 
gifts, Thanksgiving meals and wish list items from their school.

SUPPORTIVE
Filled with the Holy Spirit



ST. LAURENCE CATHOLIC CHURCH
FISCAL YEAR 2018 ANNUAL REPORT

2018 SOURCE OF FUNDS
Offertory/ Gifts ............................................................................... $5,421,150 
Religious Education Tuition ..................................................................... 97,711 
Special Collections ............................................................................... 560,486 
Bazaar, Interest Income, Parish Hall Rental ............................................. 18,966 
Construction Capital Campaign Deposits ........................................... 263,647 
Weekday Children's Program ..........................................................  1,508,583 
Social Concerns Donations ................................................................... 378,057
SCM - Harvey Donations ........................................................................245,978 
Funds Held on Behalf of Ministries ..........................................................24,755 

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS ................................................................... $8,519,333

2018 USE OF FUNDS
Pastoral and Religious Education Ministries ...................................$1,583,742 

Parish Administration .........................................................................1,092,885
School Subsidy ...................................................................................... 160,000
Parish Obligations to Archdiocese ...................................................... 563,228 

Parish & AMC Plant Operations ........................................................1,349,089 

Parish Charitable Donations & Special Collections ..............................708,414 
Construction Debt Payments ................................................................635,618 
Weekday Children's Program ............................................................1,280,576 
Social Concerns Donations ................................................................... 363,057 
SCM-Hurricane Harvey .......................................................................... 187,341
Current Year Change in Cash Balance .................................................. 595,383  

TOTAL USE OF FUNDS ....................................................................................  $8,519,333



CONNECT
 with others in a meaningful way

Our parish family is reflective of the many nationalities that make up Fort Bend 
County, reportedly the most ethnically diverse county in the U.S., but we all 
come together as One, in the Body of Christ. Fr. Drew wants St. Laurence to 
be a “safe harbor” for all, and our many cultural ministries help to provide a 
safe landing-place in this large and busy parish for people who have moved 
here from another country.

multi C U L T U R A L
 F A C E T E D
T A L E N T E D

African Catholic Community

Filipino Community

Hispanic Ministry

Indian Subcontinent Ministry

Vietnamese Ministry

“ I knew there was something 
special about this parish!” 

—Church Chat, 1/14/18

What interests you?
Our most engaged parishioners say they took a first step in ministry by simply 
picking something that interested them. With over 90 major parish groups 
and ministries, there is something for everybody!

The St. Paul Street Evangelization Ministry is a team of parishioners who 
dedicate a Saturday in the park to share their faith. Through listening, 
friendship and prayer, their aim is to build bridges and help people encounter 
the love of Jesus. stlaurence.org/evangelization

The St. Laurence Bazaar is held each October. Drawing on the talents and 
contributions of individuals, families and ministries parish-wide, this event 
attracts visitors to our campus from across the county for a delicious array of 
international foods, great entertainment and fun activities for people of all ages.



showing respect, mercy and compassion to all

Hope & Healing After Hurricane Harvey
Even before Harvey finished dumping 51 inches of rain on Houston, our Social 
Concerns Ministry was communicating with Fort Bend County agencies and 
faith communities to strategize an organized relief and recovery effort. The 
response from St. Laurence parishioners was immediate and astounding. In 
the critical days following the disaster, donations of $246,000 (cash), $26,000 
(gift cards) and over $1 million (in-kind donations) poured in. Over 2,700 
volunteer hours were logged by 700 people in flooded homes and at the Ave 
Maria Center, which was converted to a hurricane relief distribution center. 
Thousands received assistance, thanks to your generosity, and one year later, 
we continue to assist those still trying to recover.

Annulment Support

Cancer Support Group

Caregivers Support Group

DivorceCare

Grief Support Ministry

Grieving Families

H.O.P.E. Bereavement Support

Loving Seniors

Ministry With Persons With 
Disabilities

Nat’l Alliance on Mental Health

PACT (Supporting parents of teens)

Pastoral Care to the Sick & 
Homebound

Spiritual Direction

Unbound Prayer

A new group formed this year for 
seniors with mobility issues. Loving 
Seniors meets weekly to give these 
special parishioners an opportunity 
to grow in fellowship with others who 
share similar challenges and enjoy 
activities that promote their well-
being. stlaurence.org/loving-seniors

“ After the flood, a kind stranger approached our dad and offered his help. 
This nice man came into our filthy, hot, flooded house and worked for hours 
to help with the most unpleasant task of cutting our sheetrock. Before he 
left, his shirt drenched, we offered him whatever money we had, which he 
declined. Later, we were picking up supplies that your church so generously 
offered. We ran into this same man and all of us had tears in our eyes 
because we were so moved at seeing him again. We still don’t know who he 
is, but he will always be “the kind stranger” to us. We can’t thank all of you 
enough for all the wonderful supplies you gave us that day. We used and 
appreciated every single item.”      —A. Brown

Care & Support
The St. Laurence Ministries of Pastoral Support provide spiritual, physical, 
and emotional assistance to those who are experiencing life’s transitions. We 
offer support to those who are bereaved, sick, or suffering in our community 
through prayer and encouragement, support groups and other resources, 
including visits to the homebound and those in care facilities. Through these 
ministries, parishioners walk with those who are in need of care, compassion 
and mercy. stlaurence.org/ministries-of-pastoral-support



Who we are
We the people of  

St. Laurence Catholic Church  
are centered in the love of Christ and 

live to glorify God in all we do.

How we carry 
out our 

Mission
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At St. Laurence Catholic Church, we respond to Jesus who calls  
us to love God and our neighbor. As a member of this faith community,  
I strive to:

Love by showing respect, mercy and compassion to all

Connect with others in a meaningful way

Grow closer to God through prayer, Sunday Mass and the Sacraments

Learn about my Faith and share it with others

Filled with the Holy Spirit, I will be a grateful and supportive member  
of the Body of Christ.

3100 Sweetwater Boulevard 
Sugar Land, Texas 77479
281.980.9812
www.stlaurence.org

ST. LAURENCE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 


