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Dear Parish Family,

So often we become overwhelmed by life and its endless challenges and anxieties.  Our life and our world 
can be taxing, to say the least, for young and old.  But some of our burdens are of our own making.  We can 
be our own worst enemies.  We are overly-responsible; we over-commit ourselves and our families; we try to 
fix the unfixable and solve the insoluble.  We get frantic and hopeless.

I have chosen for this year’s parish theme:  Surrender to God and He Will Do Everything for You.  It is a 
paraphrase of a verse in Psalm 37.  We let God have most things (really all things) and try to live the mystery 
of life as gracefully as we can.  This is the key to happiness on this earth.  This is the childlike faith that Jesus 
commands and promotes.  Our life here will always involve the cross, but we should only carry the crosses 
that God allows into our lives, not those of our own creation.

‘No’ can be a holy word, as long as we are always saying ‘yes’ to God.  Discernment is the key.  Prayer 
precedes discernment.  Humility and deep faith are the entryway to prayer.

I love it when the Lord God says:  ‘This is not your battle; all you have to do is be still and watch what the 
Lord will do for you.’  This is difficult for the controlling, but honey and sweetness to the childlike.

       In Christ’s Love,



S T.  L AURENCE 
BY THE NUMBERS

(July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019)

Pray for these St. Laurence parishioners currently in religious formation:
Adrian Annicchiarico, Collin Brown, Leah Burrhus, Tim Cullen, Billy Dodd, Chad Henry,  

Christopher Meyer, Sr. Philomena (Krystle Cagandahan), Margaret Uche

Number of registered households 7,760
Total number of individuals 27,600
Age of parishioners

Under 12 years  16%
12-20 years  14%
21-60 years  50%
Over 60 years  20%

Baptisms 256
RCIA  34
First Holy Communions 231
Teen Confirmations 186
Adult Confirmations 10
Weddings 57
Funerals 47
Children in Weekday Children’s Program 231
Students in St. Laurence Catholic School 671
Children in Religious Education

PreK CCE  152
Elementary CCE  730
Edge Middle School  225
Life Teen High School  469

Number of volunteer catechists 242
Number of adults in religious education 2,042
Number of ministries 95
Number of Small Christian Communities 50
New household registrations 246
Scheduled Eucharistic Adorers 307
Substitute Adorers 100
Signed up at Ministry Fair 671



At-a-Glance:  FAMILY FAITH
Once/month CCE alternative

Faith formation for the whole family
Enrollment: 67 families
130 adults, 177 children

Theme: The Case of the Mysterious 
Mustard Seed

Service Highlight: Families raised 
money and packed 12,500 meals  
for people in Burkina Faso, Africa

Enkindle:  PRIESTS, DEACONS & RELIGIOUS
Deacon Tom Ruck
February 22, 2019
Ordained to the Permanent Diaconate

Fr. Bryan Williams, CSC
April 27, 2019
Ordained to the Priesthood, Congregation of the Holy Cross

Sr. Rachel Marie of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus & Mary,  
SCTJM (Rachel Gosda)
July 1, 2019
Professed Perpetual Vows, Servants of the Pierced Hearts  
of Jesus and Mary

Sr. Daniela, O.P. (Megan Bennett)
July 25, 2019
Professed Perpetual Vows, Dominican Sisters of Saint Cecilia 
Congregation

SLCS – Educating the Mind, Heart & Spirit of Students
St. Laurence Catholic School is committed to providing a well-rounded education where students 
can explore their gifts and expand their minds, while living out their faith.  We are proud to maintain 
strong academics embedded with Catholic identity.  As a parish school, service is at the heart of 
our mission and our students logged over 5,000 hours last year alone.  We are very proud to offer 
instruction and resources to meet the needs of our diverse learners.  From a focus this year on Social/
Emotional Health to Robotics and our new STREAM Lab, we thank you for your support and welcome 
you to stop by and find out more about your St. Laurence parish school.  Suzanne Barto, principal

WCP – Celebrating Children, Families & Parish for 20 Years
This year will be an exciting year as we celebrate 20 years 
of caring for the children of St. Laurence Parish.  The staff 
of St. Laurence Weekday Children’s Program feels that it 
is our responsibility to provide a safe, healthy, nurturing 
environment for the children in our care.  We are committed 
to support children’s development while respecting the 
uniqueness of each child.  We believe that families are most 
important in their child’s development and we strive to 
support them in the challenges of parenthood.  We cannot 
wait to see what the next 20 years will bring and we pray 
for the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we embark on this 
milestone year!  Becky Wilkinson, director



Rev iewing  the  Year  in  Soc ia l  Concer ns
(July 2018 – June 2019)

God loves a cheer ful  giver (2 Cor 9:7).

$380,000+ collected through Black Bag collections, Faith Direct, Gold Envelope and Annual Drives

$135,800+ went to direct assistance (for food and assistance with rent, utilities, medical, burial, counseling, 
car/gas) for more than 658 individuals throughout Fort Bend County

An additional 210 individuals were assisted with donations of items such as food, cleaning, supplies,  
and basic household items

Approximately $245,000 went to assist more than 50 agencies/organizations, 20 ministries  
and 5 Catholic churches

More than 38,382 volunteer hours were donated (including two Medical Missions), valued at $976,000  
(when calculated with Texas Average of Worth = $25.43)

More than $350,000 was donated as gifts-in-kind, which includes more than 800 Thanksgiving meals, 2,000 
Christmas gifts, 750 pairs of new school shoes, over 170 bags of school supplies, furniture and baby items for 
refugees, food and supplies for the military, gifts for seniors, children, orphans, and SO much more!

Family Faith packs over 12,000 life-saving meals for hungry families in Burkina Faso, Africa.



Thank you for sharing the love of Christ and providing a constant source of nourishment for people who 
come to us seeking hope, comfort, and relief during their time of need.  It is a privilege to witness the 
beautiful hearts of the good families of our parish through the Social Concerns Ministry.  Every gift you bring 
us is a small miracle for someone else.

Share God’s Bounty provides a Thanksgiving meal to over 800 families.  

Parish families return year after year to serve together at the fun-filled event.

Trini’s Market at Mamie George 
offers families plenty of 
opportunities to serve together.

Family Faith packs over 12,000 life-saving meals for hungry families in Burkina Faso, Africa.

From an adopter: “Being a Village 
Adopter is one of the most rewarding 
charitable acts we have ever done.  You 
truly get the feeling you are blessed for 
performing this simple charitable act of 
kindness.  We felt so good about it that 
we signed up to adopt another family.”

From an adoptee: “We want to thank 
you for your help and your kindness 
this past year.  Me and my son are truly 
blessed to have such caring people 
watching over us.  May God bless you 
all.  From a truly grateful heart.”

The Village Program matches parish families with families that struggle to make ends meet. 

Loving Creations’ projects are labors of love and bring happiness 
to all who receive their gifts.  To date, they have created superhero 
capes for children, blankets for refugee babies, t-shirt pillows for 
homeless youth, chemo port pillows for cancer patients, prayer 
shawls, and sock animals.

Loving Seniors is a ministry that welcomes seniors with mobility issues and/or 
early dementia to grow in fellowship with others who share similar challenges.



Dear St. Laurence Parishioner,

Thank you for all that you do as a member of our parish family!  It is only 
through the generous sharing of your financial resources, your participation in 
our programs, and your loyalty to the teachings of Christ that enable this parish 
to continue to be blessed, glorifying God in all we do.

This past fiscal year has been one that has continued to show the great spirit 
and growth St. Laurence has been known for since its founding.  Many are 
highlighted in this report; there are so many more that are no less worthy of 
mention, but are not included due to space limitations.  I encourage you to read 
our award winning Sunday bulletins, subscribe to our weekly eblasts and view 
our website regularly to stay informed about our very active parish.  There is 
something for everyone.

In order to continue offering programs and events that help to serve the 
people of our parish and community, we must continue to make a financial 
commitment to our parish through regular Offertory gifts.  This is the 
only means the parish has for being able to pay our bills.  The amount each 
parishioner contributes to Offertory is a very personal call, but everyone shares 
the same responsibility to contribute. 

This responsibility is fulfilled when we take the time to reflect on all that God 
has blessed us with in our lives, and make an intentional decision to show 
gratitude for these blessings in a way that is directly proportionate.  We all 
have obligations for our housing, utilities, vehicles, clothing, food, vacations 
and the many other costs of living in the world, but we should never limit our 
gifts to God (Offertory) from whatever is left over after we pay for all these 
other things.  Rather, we need to make these gifts a priority.  God has promised 
that we will reap as we have sown.  We all can, and need to, give something.  
Whatever the amount, it should reflect the value we place on God in our lives.

Please take the time in the next few days to quietly pray for guidance as you 
review your commitment to God, through your commitment to spiritual growth, 
the sharing of your talents by participating in our many ministries and programs, 
and the generous sharing of your financial resources through Offertory.

On behalf of our entire staff, thank you for your generous support.

Tony Oltremari, Parish Administrator

IGNITE YOUR FAITH
St. Laurence joins the Archdiocesan IGNITE capital campaign and all 
parishioners are invited to attend a reception to learn all about it.  Two-thirds 
of all monies raised will benefit St. Mary’s Seminary, disaster relief and other 
archdiocesan efforts, and one-third will stay here at St. Laurence to reduce our 
parish debt. RSVP to one of our receptions: Call the parish office 281-980-9812 
or Email: Paige Van Wormer, ignite@stlaurence.org 

stlaurence.org/ignite 



FISCAL REPORT
ST. LAURENCE CATHOLIC CHURCH

FISCAL YEAR 2019 ANNUAL REPORT
(July 1, 2018 thru June 30, 2019)

2019 SOURCE OF FUNDS
Offertory/ Gifts ............................................................................... $5,560,579  
Religious Education Tuition .................................................................. 113,605  
Special Collections ................................................................................ 442,124 
Bazaar, Interest Income, Facility Rental, DSF Rebate .......................... 150,098
Construction Capital Campaign Deposits ............................................ 107,750 
Weekday Children's Program ...........................................................  1,467,631 
Social Concerns Donations ...................................................................380,330
SCM - Hurricane Harvey Donations ........................................................58,637 
Funds Held on Behalf of Ministries ..........................................................52,237 

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS .....................................................................  $8,302,996

2019 USE OF FUNDS
Pastoral and Religious Education Ministries ................................... $1,890,057 

Parish Administration ......................................................................... 1,379,764
School Subsidy ...................................................................................... 160,000
Parish Obligations to Archdiocese ......................................................  534,539 

Parish & AMC Plant Operations ........................................................1,282,550 

Parish Charitable Donations & Special Collections .............................. 654,110 
Construction Debt Payments ............................................................... 826,399  
Weekday Children's Program ............................................................ 1,229,912 
Social Concerns Expenses .................................................................... 370,420 
SCM-Hurricane Harvey ............................................................................58,637 
Current Year Change in Cash Balance ................................................... (53,392)  

TOTAL USE OF FUNDS .......................................................................................  $8,302,996 



ARISE NIGHTS
Monday, November 18, 6:30-8:30pm, Church 
Fr. Richard McNeillie, Director of Vocations Office, 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston  
Music: Mary Thompson

“Vocation: It’s a Relationship, Identity and a Mission”

 

Sunday, February 16, 6:30-8:15pm, Church 
Anna Carter, Speaker and Author with Eden Invitation 
Music: Life Teen Praise Group led by Dr. Kevin Klotz

“Beginnings Without End”
 

Dr.  Scot t  Hahn  
a t  St .  L aurence      
January 25, 2020 
For those unable to attend — audio recordings of talks 
will be posted on-line for a limited time after the event. 
stlaurence.org/audio-recordings

The Messy Family Project Workshop
On August 17, St. Laurence couples of all ages and stages were 
treated to an enlightening workshop led by Mike and Alicia 
Hernon. With humor, experience and wisdom, their Messy Family 
Project offered great advice for all in attendance.

SOLD OUT! 

For more information on upcoming Adult Formation events go to stlaurence.org/aff



St .  L aurence  is  FORMING  
INTENTIONAL FAMIL IES 
stlaurence.org/family

THE 10  TENETS

“Catholic parents must learn to form 
their family as a domestic church, a 
church in the home as it were, where God 
is honored, his law is respected, prayer is 
a normal event, virtue is transmitted by 
word and example, and everyone shares 
the hopes, the problems and sufferings 
of everyone else.”

Pope St. John Paul II, October 1995

Inspired by Fr. Drew’s vision for his parish family, the document Forming Intentional 
Families was written by the St. Laurence Pastoral Council earlier this year.  This easy-
to-read booklet outlines “10 Tenets,” key principles for growing a spirit and culture 
within all families that is centered in the love of Christ, love for one another, and love 
for the world.  Download a copy at stlaurence.org/family and discover some simple 
ideas to enrich your own family!

  1. Set Family Priorities
  2. Share Family Meals
 3.  Lead Family Prayer & Faith Development
  4. Manage / Limit Media Intake
  5. Control Pace of Life
  6. Forgive Easily & Often / Ask for Forgiveness
  7.  Encourage Active Listening / Open & Honest 

Communication
  8. Schedule Family Fun & Play Time
  9. Teach / Model Responsibility & Accountability

10. Acknowledge & Share Our Gifts & Talents

“It is incumbent upon 
husbands and wives, 
mothers and dads, and single 
parents to spend time in 
prayer, discernment, and 
dialogue about the kind of 
family they will be.”

Fr. Drew Wood, November 2018
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THE 25TH ANNUAL ST. LAURENCE PARISH BAZAAR
Saturday, October 19 (5:00pm-10:00pm)

Sunday, October 20 (10:00am-5:00pm)

stlaurence.org/parish-bazaar

For 25 years, St. Laurence ministries and parishioners 
have collaborated to put on a bazaar each third weekend 
in October.  Round up the family, invite your neighbors 
and come to the Bazaar!  There is something for everyone:  
delicious international foods, games and activities for all 
ages, rides, BINGO, live music and a raffle drawing for 
a 2019 Audi A3.  Entrance is free, but you can buy food, 
activity and raffle tickets at the event.  See you there!


