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Dear Parish Family,

Happy Easter!  I pray that your faith in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 
brings you great joy and consolation.  This is the teaching of the Church from the very 
beginning and in this glorious doctrine we all rejoice.  I also pray that each of you has a 
deep awareness of how the passion, death and resurrection plays out many times in your 
own life history.  This is an existential reality, the paschal mystery lived.

Just as the Resurrection of Jesus was God’s marvelous work, so when Easters happen in 
our own lives, it is God’s beautiful love at work.  We have very little to do with it.  Think 
back in your life of the most magnificent things that have ever happened to you, both 
interior and exterior.  I had a recent opportunity to do this while on a retreat in Louisiana.  
The most wonderful things are often total surprises, out of the blue, gifts of new life when 
we were cast down and all seemed lost.  God can redeem any situation and does.  His 
answers to our prayer are better than the prayers we requested.  For those who love God, 
everything works out for the good.  And as St. Paul wrote:  The sufferings of the present 
life are as nothing compared with the glory to be revealed in us.

Of course, the greatest Easter is the final one when we cross the threshold into eternal life 
and share in Christ’s Resurrection.  Many people don’t believe these things anymore.  But 
you do.  This is why we never give into despair.  Be strong!  Stand firm!  The Lord will lift 
us up!

He already has in countless and manifold ways.  Give thanks always!

Happy Easter,
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EASTER 2019

By Fr. Drew Wood 
Pastor, St. Laurence Catholic Church

It is incumbent upon husbands and wives, mothers and dads, and single parents to spend time in prayer, 
discernment, and dialogue about the kind of family they will be.  Family and home does not automatically happen.  
The demands and pressures of modern life often dictate the pace and substance of family life, and the family 
seems helpless and simply reacts to this frantic pace.

The challenge for the family is not to succumb, but to be proactive and intentional about the kind of family they 
are choosing to be.  After that, a response to modern society can be wisely, prudently, and intelligently made.  
The process of discernment is first and always receptive, prayerfully seeking God’s direction and inspiration 
through the Church.  Decisions about family life will of course never be too rigid or inflexible, always open to 
re-evaluation as life grows and changes.  Every family will be different in its needs and aspirations.  But proper 
discernment will always make room for family prayer, shared meals, shared faith dialogue, shared charity, and a 
certain discipline in family life that allows for these virtues to happen.

All parents must create a kind of moat around their home.  Every effort will be made to keep evil outside: anger, 
rage, abuse, active addictions, and the dark side of modern technology.  Within the home, the parents will 
nurture gentleness, affection, active listening, prayer, humor, fun, diligence, study, and some measure of solitude 
and meditation.  Families will safeguard against the compulsion to over-commitment and will strive to say ‘no’ 
while saying ‘yes’ always to God.

Families are so precious and key to virtuous, joyful living.  We want to seek mentors of all ages in the Church to 
help others with an array of wonderful ideas.  Everything we do for the sake of the family will be for the glory of 
God.  It isn’t easy today.  But prayer, courage, and intentionality will change the world and bring joy to the faces of 
our children and our Church.

A Statement on Families

To be near God is my Happiness



DISCOVER Easter Joy

Check your PRIORITIES
What’s your #1 priority in life?  What (or who) is 
getting most of your attention at this point in your 
life?  Mark the following in order (and be honest)!

¬ Job / Career
¬ Children
¬ God
¬ Spouse
¬ Recreation / Entertainment
¬ Service / Volunteering
¬ Health & Fitness
¬ Schoolwork
¬ Extended Family
¬ Friends

If God isn’t at the top of your list, it’s time to 
shift some priorities. Spend time in prayer, read 
the bible, go to Mass, receive the Sacraments, 
join a Catholic book study, sit in the stillness of 
Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel of Divine 
Mercy.  Whatever you do, make God your #1.  And 
for those of you who are married, your spouse is #2... 
not the kids and not your job.  (Really.)

Make a MOAT  
  around your home

• Collect all cell phones before bedtime

• Be proactive – monitor Internet access and 
discuss with your children

• No TV in children’s rooms

• Every now and then, fast from screens and 
spend time together

A family that 
 PRAYS TOGETHER,  
   stays together
Pray before meals… Set aside family prayer time 
each day… On the way to school, pray a decade 
of the rosary together in the car… Create a family 
altar… Make a prayer box to hold everyone’s 
special intentions… Take a prayer walk together 
and pray for each neighbor as you pass their 
house… Go to stlaurence.org/family-prayer for 
more ideas

A Statement on Families
Your family will blossom in FAMILY FAITH
Faith formation for the whole family!
Family Faith meets one Sunday a month for a family session and grade level religious education classes.  The 
rest of the month, children and parents collaborate on homework and family activities together.  Great for 
families looking for an alternative to traditional CCE, but most importantly, it returns parents to their God-
given role as the primary persons who pass on the Faith to their children.

Registration opens May 1st, available to registered parishioners until full.  For registration materials and more 
information, contact Melissa Calcote, mcalcote@stlaurence.org.

To be near God is my Happiness
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PALM SUNDAY
Saturday, April 13
5:00pm

Sunday, April 14
7:00am, 9:00am, 11:00am, 1:00pm and 5:00pm
Procession of Palms at Saturday 5:00pm Mass
RCIA Candidates confirmed Sunday 1:00pm Mass

HOLY THURSDAY   April 18
Liturgy of the Hours
7:30am (in the chapel)

MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
7:00pm

Bilingual Prayer Vigil (in the chapel)
Midnight to 6:00am Good Friday

GOOD FRIDAY   April 19
Liturgy of the Hours
8:15am (in the chapel)

Divine Mercy Devotion & Stations of the Cross
12:00 noon

SOLEMN GOOD FRIDAY LITURGIES
3:00pm  (wear RED)
7:00pm  (wear RED)

EASTER VIGIL   Saturday, April 20
Liturgy of the Hours
8:30am (in the chapel)

Easter Vigil Mass
8:30pm

EASTER SUNDAY  April 21
7:00am, 9:00am, 9:15am*, 11:00am, 11:15am*, 1:00pm &  5:00pm

* Mass at the Ave Maria Parish Life Center

Holy Week  
2019 schedule


