
 
 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
                                                                                September 11, 2022 

        

Today’s Homily 

Looking for Mercy? Intercede, Don’t Argue! 

 

Children who are reckless could be a reason for conflicts between parents or among family members, and reckless 

children could evoke conflicts among authority figures in different ways. I don‟t know about you, but while growing up, 

some of us used to do horrible things when our parents were not around. I still remember how we used to take delight in 

rough plays on dangerous playgrounds. Sometimes, we would return home in rags, bruised, and battered, wondering what our 

parents would say or do to us when we get home.  

Deep within us, we knew which of our parents would rebuke us or show us compassion. And so we play them off 

against each other by our actions. One parent would say, „this is your son,‟ the other would say, „this is your son.‟ And we 

would wear an innocent look, waiting for who, between our parents, would be merciful. Sadly, most of us had caused our 

parents to blame one another for our bad behaviors. But when we returned to our family bond through the loving embrace of 

our merciful parents, we get lost again and soon forget the pain we‟ve caused. And it wouldn‟t be long before we returned to 

the same dangerous playground to continue with the same rough play. We take a chance on more rough plays when we are no 

longer within the watch of our parents. And once again, we‟ll return home broken, hoping to receive mercy and compassion.  

Our journey with God could be compared to the behavior of reckless children who delight in rough plays on 

dangerous playgrounds when they think no one is watching. Like reckless children, we too could be careless or easily be 

caught up in the rough plays of life, get lost in the playgrounds of sin, and break our covenantal relationship with God. But 

although it may be quite easy to get lost in our inordinate desires, a sincere disposition to return home, even though we may 

not be faithful to our resolutions, is an indication that we are willing to recommit ourselves to our family values and to a 

covenantal love with a merciful God who reconciles us to himself in Christ.  

Because our action or behavior is not always right or just, we must repent, “get up and go” to our merciful Father. 

Repentance brings us back to the love of our Beloved Father, whose name is Mercy. God knows our struggles and he is 

faithful to his loving covenant with us. He looks for us when we go astray and waits patiently for us to come back home to 

his covenantal love.  

The people who know us well may argue about our recklessness or shortcomings, but those who love us will turn 

every argument into intercessions. God and Moses argued over the sins of the Israelites but because God is faithful to his 

covenant with Israel, all arguments gave way to intercession and love and mercy triumph over wrath or punishment.  

The mercy of God is manifested in Jesus‟ compassion for those who are lost and in his love for repentant sinners. 

Instead of judgment and condemnation, Jesus is always interceding for us, sinners. Moses interceded for the Israelites 

and we are called to be intercessors, not judges. One way we could intercede for one another is to seek and 

celebrate the lost, not for their own sake, but for the sake of the one who loved us first and commanded us to love one 

another as he has loved us (Jn 13:34). 
We may have good intentions behind every action we take, but most of our sinful actions proceed from ignorance. A 

good intention without divine assistance and discernment could lead to disaster or idolatry. In making and worshiping idols, 

the Israelites ignorantly broke their bond of love with God, but through the loving intercession of Moses, God was merciful 

unto them.  

In the same way, “the Lost Son” in the parable of Jesus, acted out of ignorance in breaking his familial bond by 

claiming his inheritance while his father was still alive, but when he came to his senses, he walked through the door of mercy 

and returned to the bond of family love. Paul was ignorant when he broke God‟s covenantal love by his arrogance and 

blasphemy and he acknowledged it: “I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and an arrogant man, but I have been 

mercifully treated because I acted out of ignorance in my unbelief…I was mercifully treated” (1 Tim 1:13, 16 ).        

Like the Israelites, David, or Paul, no matter the gravity of our sins, we too will be mercifully treated when we return 

to the Lord with humility and contrition.  

Our Lord and Mediator, is constantly interceding for us with the Father. So ask the Holy Spirit to lead you to repentance, take 

courage and return to the embrace of God‟s mercy and love.  

Mercy is a divine and loving invitation to come back home or to return to where true love can be found. So, when we 

break the bond we have with our family, when the relationship we have with one another is broken, when we break divine 

covenant, we need an entrance to walk through for healing, we need a door that will lead us to a stronger bond of covenantal 

love. Mercy is the door! 

Dear friends, we may be reckless, but God is not merciless. The door to Divine Mercy is widely open to all the 

reckless children of God. Avail yourselves of the Sacraments of Reconciliation and “confidently approach the throne of grace 

to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help” (Heb 4:16 ). God Bless You! 
 

Fr. Godwin Akpan, S.S.J, Pastor 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tithes and Offerings for September 4, 2022 
$7,883.00  

 

Stewardship Thought 
“Everything I have is yours.”    Luke 15:31 

Our Heavenly Father gives us everything, including the chance to 

share in His eternal kingdom.  Yet, like the Prodigal Son, we are 

often lured away by the materialism of our society. Do we 

as Stewards really want to turn your back on all that God offers in 

exchange for material wealth that has no lasting value?  God 

wants us to be happy on earth as well.  But, that requires us to 

freely accept His gift of faith; putting Him first in all things and 

detaching from our own self-sufficiency. 
 
 

Parish Ministry Listening Session 
Fr. Godwin Akpan, S.S.J our new pastor, will be holding a Parish 

Ministry Listening Session for all Ministry and Organization 

Leaders at Transfiguration on Saturday, September 24, 2022 from 

9:00 AM until 12 Noon. You will be contacted by your Ministry 

Leader. Please plan to attend this important session. Lunch will 

be provided.   
 

 

RCIA Inquiry 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry Period has 

begun. Anyone wishing to become Catholic; receive the 

sacrament of Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation or renew your 

Catholic Faith may see a RCIA team member in the patio after 

mass. Registration will take place every Sunday in September. 

Classes begin October 4, 2022. For more details call Anita 

Thomas at 323.810.0696. 

 
Save the Date September 18, 2022 

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 
             Join us at the 10AM Mass to congratulate  

Transfiguration Catechists and Teachers! 

 

 

            

 
 

 

Mass Intentions for… 
Sunday, September 11, 2022 

  8:00 a.m.   Soul of Adele Sanchez and  

                    Intention Jo Ann Collins 

10:00 a.m.   Intention of all Parishioners 

Sunday, September 18, 2022 

  8:00 a.m.   Intention of all Parishioners 

10:00 a.m.   Souls of Milton Keys and Mary Brule 
 

Daily Scripture Readings 
Sunday  Ex 32:7-14, Ps 51:3-19, Lk 15:1-32 

Monday  1 Cor 11:17-33, Lk 7:1-10 

Tuesday  1 Cor 12:12-31a, Lk 7:11-17 

Wednesday Nm 21:4b-9, Jn 3:13-17  

Thursday 1 Cor 15:1-11, Jn 19:25-27 

Friday  1 Cor 15:12-20, Lk 8:1-3 

Saturday  1 Cor 15:35-49, Lk 8:4-15 

Sunday  Am 8:4-7, Ps 113:1-8, Lk 16:1-3 
 

Religious Education 
For students from Kindergarten to High School will begin 

September 11, 2022. It will include: First Communion, 

Confirmation, the study of scripture, the study and celebration 

of Liturgy and the Liturgical seasons.  Registration will take 

place every Sunday in August after the 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM 

Masses outside in the patio. More information will be given at 

registration. 
 

Mask Requirement 
Fr. Godwin Akpan, S.S.J our new pastor, will abide by the Los 

Angeles County Health Department and the Archdiocese of Los 

Angeles Guidelines regarding the use of face masks at public 

gatherings. Therefore, the use of masks at Transfiguration will 

be at individual‟s discretion.  

For additional information visit:  

https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/COVID-19-

Liturgical-Guidelines-for-ADLA-20210806.pdf 
 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/guidances.h

tm 
 

Pray for the Sick 
Deacon Emile Adams, Jon Adams, Glenda Alexander, Brian 

Argusta, Baby Caroline, Eileen Bacon, Gerald Bill,  Vivian 

Burgess, Brownie Cain, Christopher Chestnut, Sister Ann Paul 

Clare, Jo Ann Collins, Cynthia Cyrus, Juanita Davis,  Carolyn 

Didney, Beverly Colvin-Dorsey, Bobby Eason, Mark Eason, 

Cynthia Fortier, Sherie Frierson-Chenier, Avis Gibbs, Barbara 

Harris, Jennifer Hallman, Sister Marianna Halsmer, Eddie 

Hiley, Barbara J. Jones, Marjorie Jones, Briana Katz, Barbara 

Lagarde, Irwin Lagarde, Christian Latigue, Mercedes LeBlanc, 

Vyldred Manor, Dorothy Okoye, Carol Powell, Sally Price, 

Wiley Pugh, Cynthia Richardson, Kayla Samuel, Vanessa 

Samuels, Dana Semien, Dudley Semien, Mike Simon, Joan 

Spencer, Charlize Taylor, Leila Thomas, Iris Turner, Shane 

Walters, Mabel Walton, William Warrior, Alice Williams, 

Jacqueline Williams and Peggy Wilson. 

 

 

One way we could intercede for one another is to seek and 

celebrate the lost, not for their own sake, but for the sake of 

the one who loved us first and commanded us to love one 

another as he has loved us (Jn 13:34). 

 
 

 

Happy Grandparents Day! 
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