
 
 
 
 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C 
                                                                                September 25, 2022 

        

Today’s Homily 
Spiritual Numbness: Unexamined Self-Satisfaction 

 

There’s no time in the history of our salvation when there was a balance in the economic and social conditions of 

humanity. The tension between the rich and the poor has always been there. We oppress one another, violate divine 

commands, and are unfaithful to divine covenant because we are sinners.  

The kingdom that Solomon ruled divided into two after his death (1 Kings 12:15-24). To the South: 2 tribes - Judah 

and Benjamin; to the North: 10 tribes – Israel or Ephraim. The 10 tribes of the northern kingdom of Israel that was captured 

and exiled by the Assyrians, is the ruin or the collapse of Joseph, whose leaders the prophet Amos admonished in today’s 1st 

Reading (Amos 7-6:1a, 4 ). We could recall that Joseph was faithful to God’s covenant. God made the Israelites, the tribe of 

Ephraim (the son of Joseph), a great nation, but they were not faithful to divine covenant as Joseph was.  

Many of the people who sit in high places and whom we interact with every day, walk around with cold and insulated 

hearts. They are self-satisfied and numb to the suffering of others. They have no interest, concern, or enthusiasm towards the 

welfare of their community or the wellbeing of their neighbors. They are not touched by the ruins or collapse of morality in 

the society or the breakdown of family life and values.  

Most of us have worked and are working really hard to be self- reliant, to be content, and to sit back and enjoy the 

fruits of our labor. But unchecked self-satisfaction could be a barrier to our relationship with God and our neighbor. Here’s 

the problem: unexamined self- contentment or uncritical self-reliance easily leads to pride. And excessive pride in yourself or 

achievements can insulate your heart and mind, resulting in numbness or insensibility – a loss of feeling or sensation in the 

areas of your relationship with God and your neighbor. Earlier in his sermon on the plain (Luke 25-21, 24-6:20 ), Jesus had 

given us a glimpse of the future reversal of the plight of the poor and the rich. Listen to this: “Blessed are you who are now 

hungry, for you will be satisfied…Woe to you who laugh now, for you will grieve and weep.” In the parable of the rich man 

and Lazarus (Lk 16:19-31), there’s a fulfillment of the reversal of the situation of the poor and rich. 

For the numb and cold-hearted, the poor or the needy are invisible. There’s no life in anyone who treats human 

beings as things. While the rich and numb hearted are buried in self-absorption and torment, the poor are carried to the bosom 

of Abraham with joy because they desperately desired to be comforted after much suffering.  

Dear friends, sin is at the heart of every complacency; sin is the reason for every lack of empathy, familial rivalry, 

tribal discord, or apathy. God is inviting you and me to examine our conscience, because things do change. You may be the 

one running things today, but things may be running you tomorrow. Your present fortunate situation could make you blind, 

deaf, or mute to the needs of the poor knocking on your door, standing in our streets, or under the same roof with you. But 

don’t forget this: someday, you or your family member may stand in need of some love and empathy but the chasm you have 

created by your complacency may be too wide that no one will be able to cross over to show you some love. 

When you can no longer feel disturbed or troubled when your neighbor is in need, when you do not feel excited to help 

someone who is struggling, when all empathy is gone and you are not by the transforming power of charity, know that you’re 

already numb and you need some heat, some fire of the Holy Spirit to warm you up.  

Are you waiting for someone to come out from the grave and talk to you before you start treating others with 

empathy and compassion? We already have one! We need no other argument or plea but to repent and believe in the Good 

news of the kingdom. The beloved Son of the Father continues to reconcile us with God and one another by his selfless and 

sacrificial love, suffering death, and resurrection. The risen Lord is with us but we are not being touched by his presence 

because we have insulated ourselves with unwholesome self-satisfaction. If we were persuaded by the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, the entire world would be one holy sanctuary filled with worshippers of the Risen Lord. Numbness and complacency 

insulate us from the power of the resurrection of Jesus and the joy of the Holy Spirit who prepares our hearts for repentance. 

We are transformed when we embrace the suffering of others. In other words, we are not transformed until we begin 

to suffer for and with others. Here’s the good news: our Lord Jesus Christ was rich, he became poor, so that by his poverty 

we might become rich. To transform suffering, the Lord embraced suffering freely and willingly and he broke the power and 

the grip of suffering on those who truly believe in him and are willing to embrace the suffering of others. We need hearts that 

are on fire to secure justice for the oppressed, give food to the hungry, raise those who are bowed down, and bring hope to 

those in the peripheries.  

“Our Lord Jesus Christ…the King of kings and Lord of Lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in 

unapproachable light, and whom no human being has seen or can see”(1Tim6:14-16), gives peace and new life to everyone 

who serves him by serving the Lazarus, the poor, the downtrodden, and the forgotten children of God lying at our doors. Let 

Jesus Christ run things for you and you’ll be comforted for eternity.                         Fr. Godwin Akpan, S.S.J, Pastor 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tithes and Offerings for September 18, 2022 
$5,899.00  

 

Parish Ministry Listening Session 
We thank everyone who participated in the Parish 

Ministry Listening Session on Saturday, September 24, 

2022. Please let us continue to pray for one another as 

we collaborate as missionary disciples for the growth 

of our faith community.  

  

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry 

Period has begun. Anyone wishing to become 

Catholic; receive the sacrament of Baptism, Eucharist, 

and Confirmation or renew your Catholic Faith may 

see a RCIA team member in the patio after mass. 

Registration will take place every Sunday in 

September. Classes begin October 4, 2022. For more 

details call Anita Thomas at 323.810.0696. 
 

 2022 Annual Catholic Appeal  
“As One We Believe” - Together in Mission 
Sunday is October 23, 2022. Please help us renew our 

sense of unity and be a generous and cheerful giver. 

 The Together in Mission Annual Appeal provides 

essential faith-based and educational funding to 

struggling parishes and schools throughout the 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles. By seeking to serve God, 

these foundations of faith and learning strengthen 

families and communities, enrich parish life and 

educate generations. As L.A. Catholics we believe as 

one holy Catholic family in hope.  

  

The Word Among Us, Catholic Mass Readings and 

Daily Meditations for October are available for you 

to deepen your devotion to the Word of God. Please 

get a copy from the magazine rack at the patio 

entrance. 
 

 

            

 
 

 

Mass Intentions for… 
Sunday, September 25, 2022 

  8:00 a.m.   Soul of Henry Marine, Jr 

10:00 a.m.   Intention of all Parishioners 

Sunday, October 2, 2022 

  8:00 a.m.   Intention of all Parishioners 

10:00 a.m.   Souls of Tim Baker,  

        Virgilia Lorenzo, Vera Quant, 

        and Darrin Harris 
 
Daily Scripture Readings 
Sunday Am 6:1a-7, Ps 146:7-10, Lk 16:19-31 

Monday Jb 1:6-22, Lk 9:46-50 

Tuesday Jb 3:1-23, Lk 9:51-56 

Wednesday Jb 9:1-16, Lk 9:57-62 

Thursday Dn 7:9-14, Jn 1:47-51 

Friday  Jb 38:1-21; 40:3-5, Lk 10: 13-16 

Saturday Jb 42:1-17, Lk 10:17-24 

Sunday Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4, Ps 95:1-9, Lk 17:5-10 

 
Mask Requirement 
Fr. Godwin Akpan, S.S.J our new pastor, will abide by 

the Los Angeles County Health Department and the 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles Guidelines regarding the 

use of face masks at public gatherings. Therefore, the 

use of masks at Transfiguration will be at individual’s 

discretion.  

For additional information visit:  

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/gui

dances.htm 
 

Thank You 
The beautiful flowers on the altar were donated by 

Venita Marine in memory of her husband Henry 

Marine, Jr If you would like to donate flowers, please 

call the rectory for more details. 
 

When you are no longer disturbed or troubled when your neighbor is in need, when 

you are not excited to help someone who is struggling, when all empathy is gone and 

you are not amazed by the transforming power of charity, know that you’re already 

numb and you need some heat, some fire of the Holy Spirit to warm you up. 
 

Pray for the Sick 
Deacon Emile Adams, Jon Adams, Glenda Alexander, Brian Argusta, Baby Caroline, Eileen Bacon, Gerald Bill, Vivian 

Burgess, Brownie Cain, Christopher Chestnut, Sister Ann Paul Clare, Jo Ann Collins, Joseph Colvin, Cynthia Cyrus, 

Juanita Davis,  Carolyn Didney, Beverly Colvin-Dorsey, Bobby Eason, Mark Eason, Cynthia Fortier, Sherie Frierson-

Chenier, Avis Gibbs, Barbara Harris, Jennifer Hallman, Sister Marianna Halsmer, Eddie Hiley, Barbara J. Jones, Marjorie 

Jones, Briana Katz, Barbara Lagarde, Irwin Lagarde, Christian Latigue, Mercedes LeBlanc, Vyldred Manor, Anna Moran, 

Dorothy Okoye, Carol Powell, Sally Price, Wiley Pugh, Kayla Samuel, Vanessa Samuels, Dana Semien, Dudley Semien, 

Mike Simon, Joan Spencer, Charlize Taylor, Leila Thomas, Iris Turner, Shane Walters, Mabel Walton, William Warrior, 

Alice Williams, Jacqueline Williams and Peggy Wilson.  

 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/guidances.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/guidances.htm

