
  
 
 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C 
                                                                                October 2, 2022 

Our Questions and God’s Reassuring Response  

 

Many images came to me as I pondered the Word of God this week. Think about those hit by the Hurricane Ian 

and those in harm’s way because of the prevailing hurricane, the poor who are unsure of the next meal, a family 

member or friend diagnosed with terminal cancer, or the undying wound of racial injustice. Each of these images could 

conjure up emotionally charged questions and responses from anyone who is affected by them. Where is God in all 

this? Our fidelity to divine rule is called forth in times of tribulation and difficulties. How we handle every trial or hard 

times is what makes us to stand out as people of faith who trust in God as the ruler of our life, the earth and its fullness.  

The message of the prophet Habakkuk came when the people of God were facing both internal and external 

conflicts. Habakkuk questioned the justice of divine rule amidst injustice in his society and the impending Babylonian 

invasion of their nation. But God reassured Habakkuk that he is reliable, trustworthy, and faithful. So, all who believe in 

him should live by faith and trust in his plan and vision of redemption.  

No matter how devastated we may be, no matter the question we may ask, or what we may be going through 

right now, the LORD’s response to the difficult questions we ask him is, ‘cheer up in faith’ because my plan, my 

“vision still has its time, presses on to fulfillment, and will not disappoint. If it delays, wait for it, it will surely come, it 

will not be late”. (Hab. 2:3-4). Most of us have been victims of one racial slur or another. In our faith experience, thorny 

questions and conversations about racism and racial injustice have been raised by many, avoided by some, and denied 

by others. For the first time in my ministry, I was blessed to sit in a room with hundreds of priests of diverse racial 

backgrounds in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles on September 26th to engage in conversations on racism. I was amazed 

by the cultural diversity in the room, the stories from perpetrators and victims of racism, the depth of the conversations, 

the reality of racism, the action plan, and the call of all of us to action. My takeaway was that I witnessed Blacks, 

Whites, and People of Color in various levels of religious leadership talk about racism in the same room without pulling 

punches! It was a great experience to participate in a conversation on racism among the clergy. We may not be where 

we need to be yet; but I am reassured that “the vision [for racial harmony] still has its time, presses on to fulfillment; it 

will not disappoint. If it delays, wait for it, it will surely come.”  

Dear friends, besides the questions we ask God, Jesus has something more to teach us: the quality of your 

discipleship is not measured by the quantity of your faith, but by your faithfulness to the commands of discipleship. You 

can work miracles “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed” (Luke 17:6). The question is what attitude defines your 

discipleship? For all of us who are stewards or disciples of the reign of God, Jesus says this: premature or early 

celebration of your “achievement” is not a mark of Christ centered stewardship. We may feel like everyone should 

praise and celebrate us for our discipleship. But the Lord frowns at any desire or the temptation to make claims or seek 

rewards in our discipleship prematurely. Here’s what the Lord says: Rise up! “Put on your apron and wait on me while I 

eat and drink. You may eat and drink when I am finished” (Lk 17:8). Now is not the time to celebrate you, but to serve, 

endure, and be faithful to the Lord and his commands. Celebration will come when we persevere through the toil and 

tribulations of life. Here’s why: Jesus Christ is the model of sacrificial service and commitment to divine cause. And the 

one he serves is his Father. His glory and praise came from his suffering, the cross, and his faithful accomplishments of 

the Father’s Will. He said to his disciples, “Do you realize what I have done for you? I have given you a model to 

follow, so that as I have done for you, you should also do. Amen, amen, I say to you, no slave is greater than his master 

nor any messenger greater than the one who sent him. If you understand this, blessed are you if you do it” (John 13:12, 

17-15 ).  

We should not make any claims or seek any praise or applause when we’ve not crossed the finished line. 

Continue to serve passionately! “Stir into flame the gift of God…For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but 

rather of power and love and self-control” (2 Tim 7-1:6 ). Divine favor is upon all the blessed, but we can’t make any 

claims just because we’re fulfilling the commands of discipleship. And so, Jesus commands us, “When you have done 

all you have been commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants; we have done what we were obliged to do” (Luke 

17:10).  

Sisters and brothers, serve the Lord and one another faithfully and “do not be ashamed of your testimony to our 

Lord…but bear your share of hardship for the gospel with the strength that comes from God” (2 Tim 1:8). Jesus is the 

Way! Follow him! He goes before us always, in word and deed. If Jesus Christ is the Lord of your life, you must live by 

endurance, perseverance, and faith. It will be tough sometimes, but hang in there, for the LORD has promised to be with 

you always.  “The just one, because of his faith, shall live.” The time to celebrate our stewardship “presses on to 

fulfillment; it will not disappoint. If it delays, wait for it, it will surely come.” God bless you 🙏🏽 

Fr. Godwin Akpan, S.S.J, Pastor 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Tithes and Offerings  
    September 25, 2022 

           $5,21700  
 
 

 

 

 2022 Annual Catholic Appeal  
“As One We Believe” - Together in Mission 
Sunday is October 16, 2022. Please help us renew our 

sense of unity and be a generous and cheerful giver. The 

Together in Mission Annual Appeal provides essential 

faith-based and educational funding to struggling parishes 

and schools throughout the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

By seeking to serve God, these foundations of faith and 

learning strengthen families and communities, enrich 

parish life and educate generations. As L.A. Catholics we 

believe as one holy Catholic family in hope.  
 

                        

                          SAVE THE DATE 

      World Mission Sunday Offering 

                  October 23, 2022 at all Masses. 
 

RCIA 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry Period 

has begun. Anyone wishing to become Catholic; receive 

the sacrament of Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation or 

renew your Catholic Faith may see a RCIA team member 

in the patio after mass. Registration will take place every 

Sunday in September. Classes begin October 4, 2022. For 

more details call Anita Thomas at 323.810.0696. 
 
 

Weekday Masses are available! 
Kindly make your request by calling the rectory at 323.291.1136 

to set a Mass for a donation of $10.00 per person. 

Mass Intentions for… 
Sunday, October 2, 2022 

  8:00 a.m.   Intention of all Parishioners 

10:00 a.m.   Soul of Darrin Harris 

Sunday, October 9, 2022 

  8:00 a.m.   Intention of all Parishioners 

10:00 a.m.   Souls of Angela Dupré, Burle Davidson, 

         and Roland Davidson   
 
Daily Scripture Readings 
Sunday  Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4, Ps 95:1-9, Lk 17:5-10  

Monday  Gal 1:6-12, Lk 10:25-37 

Tuesday  Gal 1:13-24, Lk 10:38-42 

Wednesday Gal 2:1-14, Lk 11:1-4 

Thursday Gal 3:1-5, Lk 11:5-13 

Friday  Gal 3:7-14, Lk 11:15-26 

Saturday  Gal 3:22-29, Lk 11:27-28 

Sunday  2 Kgs 5:14-17, Ps 98:1-4, Lk 17:11-19 

 
Separated & Divorced Ministry 
Recovering from Divorce Program, Navigating Your 

Life After Divorce brings hope and healing to those 

who have experienced the pain and loneliness of a 

broken marriage. The support group’s goal is to 

become a source of spiritual strength, to process the 

grief and receive comfort as you recover from divorce. 

Please join an ongoing support group. A Catholic 

based program starts: Starts: Monday, October 3, 

2022; 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM; Free Zoom platform. 

Meeting 1st and 3rd Monday of every month.  
 

Limited number, free program books are available.  

Registration: https://bit.ly/SBTheRecovering2022.  

For information contact: Julie Auzenne jmonell@la-

archdiocese.org /213-637-7249 

 
 
 

 

The quality of your discipleship is not measured by the quantity  

of your faith, but by your faithfulness to the commands of discipleships. You 

can work miracles “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed” (Luke 17:6). 

The question is what attitude defines your discipleship? 

Pray for the Sick 
Deacon Emile Adams, Jon Adams, Glenda Alexander, Brian Argusta, Baby Caroline, Eileen Bacon, Gerald Bill, Vivian 

Burgess, Brownie Cain, Christopher Chestnut, Sister Ann Paul Clare, Jo Ann Collins, Joseph Colvin, Cynthia Cyrus, 

Juanita Davis,  Carolyn Didney, Beverly Colvin-Dorsey, Bobby Eason, Mark Eason, Cynthia Fortier, Sherie Frierson-

Chenier, Avis Gibbs, Barbara Harris, Jennifer Hallman, Sister Marianna Halsmer, Eddie Hiley, Barbara J. Jones, Marjorie 

Jones, Briana Katz, Barbara Lagarde, Irwin Lagarde, Christian Latigue, Mercedes LeBlanc, Vyldred Manor, Anna Moran, 

Dorothy Okoye, Carol Powell, Sally Price, Wiley Pugh, Kayla Samuel, Vanessa Samuels, Dana Semien, Dudley Semien, 

Mike Simon, Joan Spencer, Charlize Taylor, Leila Thomas, Iris Turner, Shane Walters, Mabel Walton, William Warrior, 

Alice Williams, Jacqueline Williams and Peggy Wilson.  
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