
  
 

TWENTY-EIGHT SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C 
                                                                                October 9, 2022 

God’s Saving Power is Upon You 
 

God blesses everyone who acknowledges his providential care and turns to him with a grateful heart. 

The healing of “foreigners” (Naaman, an Aramaean and a Samaritan leper) and their return to give thanks, 

triggers an enduring trend of provoking thoughts about God’s revelation of his saving power to all nations. It 

may be difficult for many of us to accept the way God reveals himself and relates with his children. But God 

uses the people we do not love to teach and to reveal to us his plan of salvation. God loves all his children and 

seeks to bring those we hate or despise into a loving relationship with him.  

Recall the experiences of Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath who did not run out of flour and oil (1 

Kgs 17:7-16), the inclusion of Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba in the genealogy of Jesus (Matt 1:3-5), or 

the experience of Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10: 1-33), all of this are some of the manifestations of divine 

providence and salvation to foreigners. 

Again, in his Gospel narrative, St Luke draws our attention to the Gentile (Centurion) who built a 

Synagogue and whose servant was healed (Lk 7:1-10), a mild judgment on Tyre and Sidon and a severe 

judgment on unrepentant towns of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum (Lk 10:13-16),  the diverse guests 

invited to the banquet of the kingdom (Lk 14:15-24), and the proclamation of the Good News of the kingdom 

to all the nations of the earth (Lk 24:47). 

Our loving Father uses groups and individuals whom we might consider alienated from divine favor to 

disprove our claims regarding our work of righteousness. Who will be saved? Israelites or Gentiles, Catholics 

or non-Catholics, Christians or non-Christians? These are thought provoking questions, but “In truth…God 

shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him” (Acts 

36-10:34 ).  

The revelation of God’s word and marvelous deeds, through physical and spiritual healings, activate 

our hearts to praise, thanksgiving, and worship. After experiencing a miraculous healing of his leprosy, 

Naaman wanted to show gratitude with  gifts (ten silver talents, six thousand gold pieces, and ten festal 

garments” (2 Kings 5:5). When  the prophet Elisha refused to accept the gifts, Naaman asked for “two mule-

loads of earth [the soil of Israel]” and he said; for I “will no longer make burnt offerings or sacrifices to any 

other god except the Lord” (2 Kings 5:17). Here’s the context: Authentic Sacrifices could only be offered in 

the land of Israel and not outside its territory.  

Naaman could be considered an example of new converts who are overwhelmed by a powerful 

manifestation of God’s grace in their lives, but who, in trying to pay back, could cling to sacramentals and 

relics instead of the Lord of the Sacramentals. While Naaman decided to take enough soil with him to create a 

worthy place of worship, the Samaritan leper who was healed surrendered to the Lord of the healing with 

praise and thanksgiving.  

In Jesus Christ, you do not need truck-loads of earth from the land of Israel or relics and sacramentals 

from sacred places. Our suitcase-loads of sacramentals from Rome, gallons of water from the Sea of Galilee, 

or relics from sites of apparitions, are of no use if our hearts are not transformed to offer offerings or sacrifice 

of praise and thanksgiving to the LORD of our salvation. The real soil needed for our sacrifice or worship is 

your heart and your heart is with you always.  

One temptation we are prone to fall into regarding our relationship with the Lord in Word and 

Sacraments is our familiarity or contempt of the Eucharistic Lord.  Jesus Christ is present to us in many and 

various ways and every encounter we have with him brings profound healing to us. We may not run into Jesus 

in our streets like the ten lepers, but we can encounter him today in Word and Sacraments. The Lord is truly 

present to all who seek him with sincere hearts.  

In the reign of God, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, there is not 

male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28). Therefore, nourish your heart with the water 

of the word of God and the fire of the Holy Spirit and go forth to offer worthy praise and thanksgiving to the 

Lord who reveals his saving power to you. 

Fr. Godwin Akpan, S.S.J, Pastor 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tithes and Offerings October 2, 2022 
$7,403.22 

 

2022 Annual Catholic Appeal  
“As One We Believe” - Together in Mission 
Sunday is October 16, 2022. Please help us renew our sense of 

unity and be a generous and cheerful giver. The Together in 

Mission Annual Appeal provides essential faith-based and 

educational funding to struggling parishes and schools throughout 

the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. By seeking to serve God, these 

foundations of faith and learning strengthen families and 

communities, enrich parish life and educate generations. As L.A. 

Catholics we believe as one holy Catholic family in hope.  

                        

SAVE THE DATE 

World Mission Sunday Offering 
October 23, 2022 at all Masses. 

 

RCIA 
Come, learn or renew your Catholic faith… 

Tuesday, October 18th “Salvation History” Fr. Kenneth Ugwu at 

Holy Name of Jesus (Acacia Center), 1955 W. Jefferson in Los 

Angeles from 7:00 PM to 8:45 PM.  
 

Special VIRTUS Training 
Transfiguration will hold special VIRTUS Training Sessions in 

November specifically for those parishioners whose certificates 

expired during the pandemic. Monday evenings November 7 and 

November 14, from 6:30 PM to 9:00 PM. Saturday, November 12, 

from 9:00 AM to 12 Noon and from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM. Space is 

limited. No children are allowed. Dates for regular VIRTUS and 

Recertification sessions will be announced soon. 
 

Weekday Mass Intentions are available! 
Kindly make your request by calling the rectory  

at 323.291.1136 to set a Mass Intention for a  

donation of $10.00 per person.  

Mass Intentions for… 
Sunday, October 9, 2022 
  8:00 a.m.   Intention of all Parishioners 

10:00 a.m.   Souls of Angela Dupré, Burle Davidson, 

        Roland Davidson, and Jeanne LeBlanc 
Thursday, October 13, 2022 
  8:00 a.m.   Soul of Maurice Simon 

Sunday, October 16, 2022 

  8:00 a.m.   Intention of all Parishioners 

10:00 a.m.   Souls of Timothy Baker, Virgilia Lorenzo, 

       and Vera Quant  
 
 

Daily Scripture Readings 
Sunday  2 Kgs 5:14-17, Ps 98:1-4, Lk 17:11-19 

Monday  Gal 4:22-5:1, Lk 11:29-32 

Tuesday  Gal 5:1-6, Lk 11:37-41 

Wednesday Gal 5:18-25, Lk 11:42-46 

Thursday Eph 1:1-10, Lk 11:47-54 

Friday  Eph 1:11-14, Lk 12:1-7 

Saturday  Eph 1:15-23, Lk 12:8-12  

Sunday  Ex 17:8-13, Ps 121:1-8, Lk 18:1-8 
 

 

Respect Life Month 
Every October the Catholic Church celebrates Respect Life 

Month! This month let’s deepen our understanding of why, as 

Catholics we must cherish and defend every human life from 

conception till natural death. You can find resources for 

Respect Life Month by visiting the Office of Life, Justice and 

Peace's website. 
 
 

Thank you 
The beautiful flowers on the altar this week were donated in 

loving memory of ANGELA DUPRÉ, BURLE 

DAVIDSON, AND ROLAND DAVIDSON.  If you would 

like to donate flowers, please call the rectory for more details. 

 
 

 

Pray for the Sick 
Deacon Emile Adams, Jon Adams, Glenda Alexander, Brian Argusta, Baby Caroline, Eileen Bacon, Gerald Bill, Vivian Burgess, 

Brownie Cain, Christopher Chestnut, Sister Ann Paul Clare, Jo Ann Collins, Joseph Colvin, Cynthia Cyrus, Juanita Davis,  Carolyn 

Didney, Beverly Colvin-Dorsey, Bobby Eason, Mark Eason, Cynthia Fortier, Sherie Frierson-Chenier, Avis Gibbs, Barbara Harris, 

Jennifer Hallman, Sister Marianna Halsmer, Eddie Hiley, Barbara J. Jones, Marjorie Jones, Briana Katz, Barbara Lagarde, Irwin 

Lagarde, Christian Latigue, Mercedes LeBlanc, Vyldred Manor, Grant McArn, Anna Moran, Dorothy Okoye, Carol Powell, Sally 

Price, Wiley Pugh, Kayla Samuel, Vanessa Samuels, Dana Semien, Dudley Semien, Mike Simon, Joan Spencer, Charlize Taylor, 

Leila Thomas, Iris Turner, Shane Walters, Mabel Walton, William Warrior, Alice Williams, Jacqueline Williams and Peggy Wilson.  

 

“In truth…God shows no partiality. 

Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and acts  

uprightly is acceptable to him” (Acts 36-10:34 ).  
 

 

 

TRANSFIGURATION SCHOOL HOMECOMING WEEK ALUMNI MIXER 
Location: Transfiguration School Yard…Thursday, October 13, 2022 from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM Cost $20.00. 

Features include: A Delicious Taco Meal, Cash Bar with Signature Transfiguration Drinks, Raffles and School Tours.  

Thursday Night Football will be available on the big screen. 


