
  
 

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C 
                                                                                October 16, 2022 

 

Prayer: Violence for Violence? 
 

In a world filled with violence and undying desire for vengeance, the story of Israel’s victory over Amalek 

(Exodus 17:8-17), which is set within the context of prayer, could be quite appealing to those who only call on 

God to fight their battles and whose prayer life is all about getting rid of their enemies, even though they may not 

know the Lord of the battle or have a loving relationship with him.  
 

In Jesus Christ, our warfare is “not with flesh and blood but with the principalities, with the powers, with the world 

rulers of this present darkness, with the evil spirits in the heavens” (Eph 6:12). And “the weapons of our battle are 

not of flesh but are enormously powerful, capable of destroying fortresses. We destroy arguments and every 

pretension raising itself against the knowledge of God and take every thought captive in obedience to Christ” (2 

Cor 10:4-5).  
 

Authentic prayer must be rooted in the living and effective word of God that probes every human thought and 

action. Instead of using prayer as a weapon to fight one another, we should let our prayer transform us into 

instruments of love, peace, and justice; and together, we will fight on the Lord’s side against principalities, powers, 

world rulers of this present darkness, and evil spirits.  
 

Ponder this: If you take delight in killing those you consider your enemies and justify your action by relating it to 

Moses, Joshua, David, or Gideon, then in your faith journey, you are not yet ready to go “on to visions and 

revelations of the Lord” (2 Cor 12:1); you are still fighting with the alms and weapons of flesh. Here’s the point, 

Divine revelation is gradual, and its fulfillment is in Jesus Christ. The Kingdom of Christ is not the kingdom of this 

world. The Lord declared, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom did belong to this world, 

my attendants [would] be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not 

here” (John 18:36). 
 

Practically, many baptized Christians have forgotten about the existence of God and his abiding presence in all of 

creation. But when disaster strikes, prayer becomes a get-me-out-of-this-mess kind of activity. ‘Lord, please fix 

this for me!’ ‘If only you can help me this one time, I’ll serve you all my life.’ Often, we only want God to fix the 

situation before us, and when it’s done, we return to our self-indulgence. But the Lord didn’t come to fix us, but to 

bring us into a loving relationship with him, and to be our friend, Savior, and Redeemer.  
 

What we think about our relationship with God and our neighbors depends on where we are in our spiritual 

journey. Our relationship must be built on love and grace, but we have missed the mark in many areas. In our 

sinfulness, we are enemies of God because “all have sinned and are deprived of the glory of God; [we] are now 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom 24-3:23 ).  
 

Here are two passages to help us remain faithful to the word of God and prayer: “With all prayer and supplication, 

pray at every opportunity in the Spirit. To that end, be watchful with all perseverance and supplication.” And 

“remain faithful to what you have learned and believed… “proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is 

convenient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching” ((Eph 6:18; 2 

Timothy 3:14, 4:2).  
 

Dear friends, we are constantly in need of the transformation and renewal of our hearts and mind so that our prayer 

and petition will be rooted in a relationship of love and dependence on the Lord who gives us the grace “to pray 

always without becoming weary” (Lk 18:1). When we are tired of kneeling or holding our hands up in prayer, it is 

reassuring to know that “our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth;” a “God [who] secures the rights 

of his chosen ones who call out to him day and night.” But the Lord also wants to find faith in us when he comes 

again (Lk 8-18:7 ). So, keep praying! Persevere in prayer and be immersed in the living and active word of God. 

The Lord is with us in every battle we face. And we are victorious because the Lord who guards us neither 

slumbers nor sleeps.  
 

God bless you!    

Fr. Godwin Akpan, S.S.J, Pastor 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tithes and Offerings October 9, 2022 
$5,116.00 

                      

World Mission Sunday Offering 
October 23, 2022 at all Masses. 

Please be as generous as possible! 
 

RCIA 
Come, learn or renew your Catholic faith… 

Tuesday, October 18th “Salvation History” Fr. Kenneth Ugwu at 

Holy Name of Jesus (Acacia Center), 1955 W. Jefferson in Los 

Angeles from 7:00 PM to 8:45 PM.  
 

Did you Know? 
The benefits and risks of social media challenges 

Social media has the obvious benefit of allowing us to connect with 

friends and family no matter where we are. But TikTok and 

Instagram “challenges” can become risks — some are fun 

opportunities for bonding, fundraising, or just being silly, while 

others are far more dangerous. Be aware of what your child is 

watching and imitating on social media. Challenges or “games” like 

the Sunburn Art or Ice and Salt are intended to cause physical harm 

and could put your child at risk. For more information, request a 

copy of the VIRTUS® article “The Benefits and Risks of Social 

Media Challenges” at lacatholics.org/did-you-know/. 
 

Special VIRTUS Training 
Transfiguration will hold special VIRTUS Training Sessions in 

November specifically for those parishioners whose certificates 

expired during the pandemic. Monday evenings November 7 or 

November 14, from 6:30 PM to 9:00 PM. Saturday, November 12, 

from 9:00 AM to 12 Noon or from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM. Space is 

limited. No children are allowed. You must call the rectory to 

reserve your space. Dates for regular VIRTUS and Recertification 

sessions will be announced soon. 
 

Washington Cardinal to Speak at LA Red Mass 
Cardinal Wilson Gregory, Archbishop of Washington, D.C., will 

headline the Archdiocese of Los Angeles’ annual Red Mass at the 

Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels on Wednesday, October 26, 

2022 at 5:30 PM. Mass will be celebrated by Archbishop Jose H. 

Gomez. This mass honors judges, lawyers, legislators, and legal 

professionals. All are invited. 

 

Mass Intentions for… 
Sunday, October 16, 2022 

  8:00 a.m.   Intention of all Parishioners 

10:00 a.m.   Souls of Timothy Baker, Virgilia Lorenzo, 

       Vera Quant and Maurice Simon  
Sunday, October 23, 2022  

  8:00 a.m.   Intention of all Parishioners 

10:00 a.m.   Souls of Preston, Rosa and Dante Thompson  
 

Daily Scripture Readings 
Sunday  Ex 17:8-13, Ps 121:1-8, Lk 18:1-8 

Monday  Eph 2:1-10, Lk 12:13-21 

Tuesday  2 Tim 4:10-17b, Lk 10:1-9 

Wednesday Eph 3:2-12, Lk 12:39-48 

Thursday Eph 3:14-21, Lk 12:49-53 

Friday  Eph 4:1-6, Lk 12:54-59 

Saturday  Eph 4:7-16, Lk 13:1-9 

Sunday  Sir 35:12-18, Ps 34:2-23, Lk 18:9-14 
 

All Souls Mass 
We will celebrate All Souls Mass in November. The Church 

of the Transfiguration will offer a liturgy for the repose of the 

souls of those from our church family who have gone home to 

the Lord FROM NOVEMBER 2021 UNTIL OCTOBER 

2022. This special celebration will take place at all Masses. If 

you have grieved the death of a loved one during this time 

please call the rectory to give their name. 
 

 

Faithful Departed Masses 
During November our Masses will be offered for the Faithful 

Departed. This is an opportunity for us to remember in prayer 

those who preceded us in death. We ask that you use your 

envelopes to list the names of those you wish to be included in 

our All Souls Masses. Additional envelopes are at the church 

exits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you 
The beautiful flowers on the altar this week were donated by 

Sandy Quant in memory of VERA QUANT, Jo Baker in 

memory of TIMOTHY BAKER AND VIRGILIA 

LORENZO, and Mable Simon in memory of MAURICE 

SIMON.  If you would like to donate flowers, please call the 

rectory for more details. 

 
 
 

 

Pray for the Sick 
Deacon Emile Adams, Jon Adams, Glenda Alexander, Brian Argusta, Baby Caroline, Eileen Bacon, Gerald Bill, Vivian Burgess, 

Brownie Cain, Christopher Chestnut, Sister Ann Paul Clare, Jo Ann Collins, Joseph Colvin, Cynthia Cyrus, Juanita Davis,  Carolyn 

Didney, Beverly Colvin-Dorsey, Bobby Eason, Mark Eason, Cynthia Fortier, Sherie Frierson-Chenier, Avis Gibbs, Barbara Harris, 

Jennifer Hallman, Sister Marianna Halsmer, Eddie Hiley, Barbara J. Jones, Marjorie Jones, Briana Katz, Barbara Lagarde, Irwin 

Lagarde, Christian Latigue, Mercedes LeBlanc, Vyldred Manor, Grant McArn, Anna Moran, Dorothy Okoye, Carol Powell, Sally 

Price, Wiley Pugh, Kayla Samuel, Vanessa Samuels, Dana Semien, Dudley Semien, Mike Simon, Joan Spencer, Charlize Taylor, 

Leila Thomas, Iris Turner, Shane Walters, Mabel Walton, William Warrior, Alice Williams, Jacqueline Williams and Peggy Wilson.  

 

If you take delight in killing those you consider your enemies and justify your action  

by relating it to Moses, Joshua, David, or Gideon, then in your faith journey,  

you are not yet ready to go “on to visions and revelations of the Lord”  

(2 Cor 12:1); you are still fighting with the alms and weapons of flesh. 

Mark your calendar! 
Wednesday, October 19, 2022 

Mass will be at 8:00 AM 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flacatholics.org%2Fdid-you-know%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAMAlarcon%40la-archdiocese.org%7C82a30602bfe245ac490508da950ba87f%7Ca90c3e256ce644bca7ca47ee2af06f3f%7C0%7C0%7C637986174556741693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=clS5uWwfl4QoXTnUjY%2B8GYVvLvBsG34pDWaiMpyYyEY%3D&reserved=0

