
 
 
 

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C 
                                                                                November 6, 2022 

 

Arguments or Questions of Faith? Know the Scripture 
 

Last week we celebrated two events that bore witness to our Catholic belief in “the resurrection of the 

body and life everlasting:” All Saints Day and the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed or All Souls’ 

Day. That the dead are raised had always been under attack by those who see this world as the beginning and 

end of all things.  

The “Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection” (Lk 20:27) or life after death, confronted 

Jesus with a ridiculous argument that questioned the resurrection of the dead. Jesus took over the argument by 

taking the Sadducees back to God’s self-revelation to Moses. God is the “I AM,” a Living God “and he is not 

God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive” us or not, 38). Whether they believed in Jes:20(Lk 

the Sadducees must have been mesmerized by how Jesus turned the argument and the question around.  

The many Christian values or fundamental principles such as the belief in the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead are still being ridiculed today. That should be expected! Those who do not share your 

convictions or purpose, tend to attack your conviction or sense of purpose to destroy you. And that could 

explain why unbelievers are intimidated by your wholehearted devotion to the proclamation of the Risen Lord 

and the power of the resurrection. So Christian values will continually be frightening to those who do not 

submit to the value system of the kingdom of God.  

But as St. Paul argues, “if the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised, and if Christ has not 

been raised, your faith is vain; you are still in your sins” (1 Cor 15:16-17). How do we respond to the critics 

and to those arguments that do not only challenge the principles of our faith but also despise the way of the 

Lord? Here is how: turn to Divine Revelation, be reverent, and the Lord will give you wisdom. “Fear of the 

Lord (the reverence for God) is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and discipline” (Pro 1:7). 

Scripture says, “Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope” 

(1 Pt 3:15).  

Often those who raise arguments about the fundamental values of our faith are those who claim to 

know so much about so little. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, on your own intelligence do not rely” 

(Pro 3:5).  People who rely solely on their own intelligence miss many opportunities to learn and so are 

perpetually lacking in true knowledge and wisdom. A closer look at our salvation history reveals that the so 

called “wise and the learned” are usually the ones who oppose God especially, by persecuting or maltreating 

those who follow the Lord and walk in his ways.  

There is a fair share of opposition to eternal principles in every generation. But one striking difference 

between how past generations opposed the way of the Lord and how our generation opposes the proclamation 

of the kingdom of God is in the approach: Opposition in earlier generations was more direct, passionate, and 

violent. Ours is marked by apathy, complacency, and aversion toward the divine. Again, while more and more 

people were ready to commit themselves to the way of the Lord to the point of death, today’s believers tend to 

suffocate their passion with the here and now. The Maccabees, who died so that their religious values would 

be preserved said, “It is my choice to die at the hands of men with the hope God gives of being raised up by 

him; but for you, there will be no resurrection to life” (2 Mac 7:14). They bore witness to their value system 

by their lives because they believed in the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. 

When your faith or Christian practice is questioned, reaffirm your conviction, not with human wisdom 

but with the living word of God. With the word of God, “We destroy arguments and every pretension raising 

itself against the knowledge of God and take every thought captive in obedience to Christ” (2 Cor 10:4-5). So, 

enrich yourself with the Scripture, the wisdom, and the power of God. Ignorance of the Scripture is ignorance 

of Christ, says St. Jerome. When conversations about our faith are drawn from the eternal principles of the 

word of God, every argument or ideology of the arrogant will fall flat. 

God Bless You. 

                    Fr. Godwin Akpan, S.S.J., Pastor 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Tithes and Offerings October 30, 2022 
$3,762.00 

 

Mass Intentions for… 
Sunday, November 6, 2022 

  8:00 a.m.  Souls of the Faithful Departed 

10:00 a.m.  Souls of Mary Brule, Bernard Brule, and Barbie Bostick  

Sunday, November 13, 2022  

  8:00 a.m.  Soul of Luly Castales 

10:00 a.m.  Souls of the Faithful Departed 
 

Daily Scripture Readings 
Sunday  2 Mc 7:1-14, Ps 17:1-15, Lk 20:27-38 

Monday  Ti 1:1-9, Lk 17:1-6 

Tuesday  Ti 2:1-14, Lk 17:7-10  

Wednesday Ez 47:1-12, Jn 2:13-22 

Thursday Phmn 7-20, Lk 17:20-25 

Friday  2 Jn 4-9, Lk 17:26-37  

Saturday  3 Jn 5-8, Lk 18:1-8  

Sunday  Mal 3:19-20a, Ps 98:5-9, Lk 21:5-19 
 

Special VIRTUS Training 
Transfiguration will hold special VIRTUS Training Sessions in 

November specifically for those parishioners whose certificates 

expired during the pandemic. Monday, November 7, from 6:30 PM 

to 9:00 PM, and Saturday, November 12, from 9:00 AM to12 noon. 

Space is limited. Dates for regular VIRTUS and Recertification 

sessions will be announced later. 
 

Fingerprinting 
To comply with the Archdiocese's Safeguard the Children 

Program, anyone who is paid staff or volunteers at schools or 

parishes connected to the Archdiocese are required to be 

fingerprinted.  The fingerprint dates for November are:     

     Wednesdays November 16, 23, and 30, 2022 at 

     Archdiocese Catholic Center, 3424 Wilshire Blvd. L.A., 90010.  

     For appointments, email fingerprinting @la-archdiocese.org;  
 

     Saturday November 19, 2022 at  

     St. John Chrysostom 546 E. Florence, Inglewood 90302  

     For appointments call 310.677.2736.  
 

Thank you 
The beautiful flowers on the altar this week were donated in loving 

memory of BARBIE BOSTICK. If you would like to donate 

flowers, please call the rectory for more details. 

 

 

    The Parishioners of 

                           Church of the Transfiguration 

                               Rejoice in the Blessing of a  

                                           New Pastor,  

                          Fr. Godwin Akpan, S.S.J 
              

 

                Please join us for the     

 

     MASS OF INSTALLATION 
      SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2022 

       10:00 AM MASS ~ LIVESTREAM 
 

Faithful Departed Masses 
During November our Masses will be offered for the Faithful 

Departed. This is an opportunity for us to remember in prayer 

those who preceded us in death. We ask that you use your 

envelopes to list the names of those you wish to be included in 

our All Souls Masses. Additional envelopes are at the church 

exits. 
 

 

RCIA  
Come, learn or renew your Catholic faith… 

Tuesday, November 15th “History of the Catholic Church” 

Fr. Kenneth Keke at Holy Name of Jesus (Acacia Center), 

1955 W. Jefferson in Los Angeles from 7:00 PM to 8:45 PM.  
 
 

Appreciation Luncheon 
The African American Catholic Center for Evangelization will 

have an Appreciation Luncheon to honor and thank our Priests 

of the African Diaspora in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

during Black Catholic History Month. Please support our 

Pastor, Fr. Godwin Akpan, S.S.J., who will be honored at this 

event. The date will be Saturday, November 19th from 11:00 

AM to 1:30 PM. For tickets please call 323.777.2106. 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Transfiguration Ladies Auxiliary would like to wish LADY 

EVELYN PAYNE a very happy Birthday. We love and 

appreciate all that you do. Many Blessings! 
 

 

 

Pray for the Sick 
Deacon Emile Adams, Jon Adams, Glenda Alexander, Brian Argusta, Baby Caroline, Eileen Bacon, Stephanie Bell, Gerald Bill, 

Vivian Burgess, Brownie Cain, Christopher Chestnut, Sister Ann Paul Clare, Jo Ann Collins, Joseph Colvin, Cynthia Cyrus, Juanita 

Davis, Carolyn Didney, Beverly Colvin-Dorsey, Bobby Eason, Mark Eason, Cynthia Fortier, Sherie Frierson-Chenier, Avis Gibbs, 

Jennifer Hallman, Sister Marianna Halsmer, Barbara Harris, Ella Hartley, Eddie Hiley, Barbara J. Jones, Marjorie Jones, Briana Katz, 

Barbara Lagarde, Irwin Lagarde, Christian Latigue, Mercedes LeBlanc, Vyldred Manor, Grant McArn, Anna Moran, Dorothy Okoye, 

Carol Powell, Sally Price, Wiley Pugh, Kayla Samuel, Vanessa Samuels, Dana Semien, Dudley Semien, Mike Simon, Joan Spencer, 

Charlize Taylor, Leila Thomas, Iris Turner, Shane Walters, Mabel Walton, William Warrior, Alice Williams, Jacqueline Williams and 

Peggy Wilson.  

 

 

 

If the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised, and 

if Christ has not been raised, your faith is vain;  

you are still in your sins” (1 Cor 15:16-17). 


