
 
 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
                                                                                November 27, 2022 

 

                          Hacked: We Can’t Wait! 
 

Growing up, I used to hear about stories of ghastly road accidents during 

major festive seasons in Nigeria. Among the different seasons, arguably, fatal 

road accidents were rampant during the Christmas season. Why “festive” 

road accidents? While some attributed the incessant road accidents to 

diabolical influences or blood sucking beings that prey on humans for an end 

of the year sacrifices to appease some deities, others put the blame on bad 

roads and non-road worthy vehicles. But wisdom and experience tell us that 

road accidents are caused by human beings: over speeding, distraction, rage, 

aggression, driving under influence, lack of sleep, and/or tailgating, all these 

pertain to drivers and not a devil out there! Road accidents caused by 

potholes, collisions, or adverse weather conditions are rare and avoidable 

when drivers are cautious. But before you begin to say that I sound like a  

road safety officer, be attentive! It doesn’t really matter if you are an auto driver or not, as long as you are human, 

you are accident prone. So “stay awake!” 
 

Today, a different kind of accident is sucking life out of humanity. Our ability to slow down is eroding away more 

than ever. People “stay awake” for different reasons to indulge in what their minds have been hacked to do: play 

video games, watch the television, or spend countless hours on social media. Fast speed internet and digital 

communication with smart phones are innovative but the unwholesome use of technology has hacked our minds 

and put us on so much rush. We find it difficult to wait in line to check out our items in the grocery store, we can’t 

wait for traffic lights to turn green, or for a reply to a text message or e-mail. The saying ‘I can’t wait’ is now a 

reality, not rhetorical anymore. We have been hacked! As we run on the fast track of life, emotional accident could 

manifest itself as anxiety, addiction, depression, apathy, impatience, or lack of commitment to a loving and 

sacrificial human relationship. 
 

The coming of Jesus brings us into a new and loving relationship with him and one another: a relationship of 

peace, joy, love, and hope so that every hacked mind may relearn how to wait with expectation. To celebrate  

Jesus Christ’s first coming in history, his coming in mystery in his Body, the Church, and to prepare and await  

his coming in majesty at the end of time, we must stay awake prayerfully.  
 

Sometimes it may be difficult to stay focused, wait for things to unfold, or follow a process that will lead us to  

our destination. There will be times when we’ll be impatient, distracted, inattentive, aggressive, drunk, or out of 

control, to the extent that waiting on the Lord becomes unbearable, so we begin to rush through everything, 

achieving nothing but accidents. 
 

Advent offers us a great opportunity to slow down, look over our shoulders to the past year, look at where we are 

now and begin anew. The clarion call is to “stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come” 

(Matt 24:42). The Lord comes to guide and to be with us in our journey. Jesus Christ is the Way, the Truth, and the 

Life! Our journey through life might be tedious and uncertain but in Jesus, the Way, we’ll reach the eternal home 

of all the redeemed if we take the back seat and let him be the driver.  
 

Here is one thing to ponder: instead of trying to rush through the season because in your mind the year 2022 is 

ending and you’ve not yet accomplished all your plans, start a new prayerful journey this Advent, take some time 

off what your mind has been hacked to indulge in, spend time with people, not things, and “be prepared, for at an 

hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come” (Matt 24:44). 
 

“May peace be within your walls…Peace be within you!” God Bless You. 
                    Fr. Godwin Akpan, S.S.J., Pastor 
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Tithes and Offerings November 20, 2022 
$4,958.00 

 

Mass Intentions for… 
Sunday, November 27, 2022 

  8:00 a.m.   Souls of the Faithful Departed 

10:00 a.m.  Souls of Dilcia, Jackeline, Yvonne,  

                    and Wilfred Morgan Jr.  

Sunday, December 4, 2022 

  8:00 a.m.   Intention of all Parishioners  

10:00 a.m.   Souls of Elaine Christophe, Milton Keys and               

                    the Intention of Cynthia Richardson 
 

Daily Scripture Readings 

Sunday  Is 2:1-5, Ps 122:1-9, Mt 24:37-44 

Monday  Is 4:2-6, Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday  Is 11:1-10, Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday Rom 10:9-18, Mt 4:18-22 

Thursday Is 26:1-6, Mt 7:21-27 

Friday  Is 29:17-24, Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday  Is 30:19-26, Mt 9:35-10:8 

Sunday  Is 11:1-10, Ps 72:1-17, Mt 3:1-12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you 

The beautiful flowers on the altar this week were donated by 

Wilfred Morgan Sr. in honor of his loved ones DILCIA, 

JACKELINE, YVONNE, AND WILFRED MORGAN JR. If 

you would like to donate flowers, please call the rectory for 

more details. 

 
  Please remember your  

“Together in Mission” 2022  
PLEDGE COMMITMENT  

Thanks to all! 

 

 

Josephite Announcements 
 

To the glory of God and the salvation of souls  

The Society of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart joyfully announces 

that seminarians Cursey James Calais,  

Ugochukwu Henry Ihuoma, George Agwu Liwhuliwhe  

and Ifiok Ini-Obong Umanah will receive their Perpetual Promise 

on Thursday, 1 December 2022,  

at St Joseph Seminary Chapel, Washington DC 4:30 Vigil Mass. 
 

The Society also announces that  

Ugochukwu Henry Ihuoma, George Agwu Liwhuliwhe, and Ifiok 

Ini-Obong Umanah will be ordained to the Sacred Order of the 

Diaconate and at the same ceremony Joseph Wilondja Kikanda  

will be ordained to the Sacred Order of the Priesthood. 
 

The Society also announces at this same ceremony  

the reception into the Josephite Brotherhood of  

Cursey James Calais at the Church of the Incarnation,  

880 Eastern Ave, NE, Washington, DC,  

10:00 AM, Saturday, 3 December 2022  

 

 
 

Did you Know? 
Dangerous TikTok trend: “sleepy chicken” 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently issued a 

notice advising people against participating in a dangerous 

TikTok trend: cooking chicken in NyQuil, a nighttime cold 

medicine. According to videos on the popular social media site, 

people are cooking “sleepy chicken” as a challenge, but the FDA 

warning indicates it may be more than a harmless joke. Cooking 

with cough medicine can lead to a person ingesting dangerously 

high amounts of codeine that can cause serious health 

complications and even death. For more information about this 

trend, read The New York Times article here:  

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/21/technology/nyquil-chicken-

tiktok-fda.html. 

 

 

 SAVE THE DATE  
  Sunday, December 18, 2022 at 6PM              

      Transfiguration Gospel Choir  

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Tickets are $15 Adults and $7 Children 
 

      SPECIAL GUEST 

       Fr. Godwin Akpan, S.S.J 
 

  

Pray for the Sick 
Jon Adams, Glenda Alexander, Brian Argusta, Baby Caroline, Eileen Bacon, Stephanie Bell, Gerald Bill, Vivian Burgess, Brownie 

Cain, Christopher Chestnut, Sister Ann Paul Clare, Jo Ann Collins, Joseph Colvin, Cynthia Cyrus, Juanita Davis, Carolyn Didney, 

Beverly Colvin-Dorsey, Bobby Eason, Mark Eason, Cynthia Fortier, Sherie Frierson-Chenier, Avis Gibbs, Jennifer Hallman, Sister 

Marianna Halsmer, Barbara Harris, Ella Hartley, Eddie Hiley, Barbara J. Jones, Madeline Jones, Marjorie Jones, Briana Katz, Barbara 

Lagarde, Irwin Lagarde, Christian Latigue, Mercedes LeBlanc, Vyldred Manor, Grant McArn, Anna Moran, Dorothy Okoye, Carol 

Powell, Sally Price, Wiley Pugh, Kayla Samuel, Vanessa Samuels, Dana Semien, Dudley Semien, Mike Simon, Charlize Taylor, Leila 

Thomas, Iris Turner, Shane Walters, Mabel Walton, William Warrior, Alice Williams, Jacqueline Williams and Peggy Wilson.  

 

 

 

Advent offers us a great opportunity to slow down, look over our shoulders to the past year, 

look at where we are now and begin anew. The clarion call is to “stay awake! 

For you do not know on which day your Lord will come” (Matt 24:42).  

 

  

Return to Bible Study 
Monday, November 28 at 7:00 PM  

Bible study returns as we start our preparation 

for the coming of Our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Bring your Bible, a friend, or a family member.  

ALL ARE WELCOME. 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/21/technology/nyquil-chicken-tiktok-fda.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/21/technology/nyquil-chicken-tiktok-fda.html

