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Prior to making a gift, we recommend that 
donors receive independent professional advice 
concerning the possible financial, taxation and legal 
consequences of doing so.

How to donate securities to the Church:
Complete the Gift of Securities Letter of Instructions 
which can be downloaded from the Archdiocese’s 
website: www.CatholicOttawa.ca

To obtain more information about donation 
of securities, including a copy of the Gift of 
Securities Letter of Instructions, please consult 
the Planned Giving section of our website  
www.CatholicOttawa.ca or contact the following:

At the parish:
• your pastor, or 
• the parish coordinator for the Planned Giving   
   Program

At the Archdiocese:   
Development Office
dev@archottawa.ca
Tel: 613-738-5025, ext. 235

Donation of Publicly       
listeD securities
AdditionAl Benefits to the donor

Why PlanneD giving?
The Catholic Church, a place where we 
experience many important moments in our 
lives:  welcoming a newborn into the Christian 
family, the union of one life with another, the 
comfort brought to us during illness and the 
support and prayers that accompany us when 
we lose a loved one.  Each and every day the 
Church offers guidance and support in the 
development of our faith, during significant 
liturgical celebrations and with ʺlife-changingʺ 
encounters.  And so much more!

Without financial resources, we would not be 
able to pursue this ministry for you and for 
the generations to come.  The Planned Giving 
Program provides an opportunity for you to give 
to what you hold most sacred in your heart and 
to the most urgent needs.

Why a Donation of 
securities?
Benefits to you:
•	 You receive an income tax receipt for the 

full market value of the stocks you donate;
•	 You	 are	 exempt	 on	 the	 capital	 gain	

realized on the disposal of the securities

Benefits to the Church:
•	 Asset can be retained or sold to generate 

funds;
•	 Proceeds	 from	 the	 sale	 provide	 much	

needed funds to finance current works



The personal income tax implications of making 

charitable donations to the Church may vary 

depending on the type of donation being made. 

One method of making a donation that results 

in additional income tax benefits to the donor is 

by donating publicly traded securities that have 

appreciated in value.

Most donations result in a tax benefit to the 

donor by allowing the donor to claim non-

refundable income tax credits on their personal 

income tax return. This credit can reduce one’s 

income tax by approximately 46% of the value of 

the donation.

immeDiate Donation receiPt

for full value of the security

anD no tax on any caPital gain

When one donates publicly traded securities, 

there can be an additional benefit to the donor. 

The individual receives an income tax receipt for 

the full value of the securities and there is no tax 

on any capital gain. Thus, in addition to the tax 

Example (donation of amount over $200)
DONATION OF CASH DONATION OF SECURITIES

DONATION $20,000  $20,000
INCOME TAX CREDIT IN DONATION $9,200 $9,200 
TAX SAVING DUE TO TAX EXEMPT CAPITAL GAIN 
(UP TO APPROXIMATELY 23% OF GAIN)

          - $2,300

TOTAL TAX SAVINGS $9,200 $11,500
NET COST OF DONATION $10,800 $8,500

hoW can a Donation of 
securities helP your 
church? 
At the parish level:

•	 Allow	 the	 parish	 to	 continue	 to	 act	 as	 a	 focal	

point of the community

•	 Provide	important	ministries	to	future	generations

•	 Hiring	of	staff	to	carry	out	pastoral	activities	(e.g.	

youth ministry and sacramental preparation)

•	 Helping	 with	 the	 cost	 of	 repairs	 and	 upkeep	 of	

aging buildings

•	 Expansion	or	construction	of	needed	facilities

At the diocesan level:

•	 Recruitment	and	formation	of	candidates	for	the	

priesthood	(seminarians)

•	 Support	of	the	ongoing	formation	of	pastors

•	 Formation	and	support	of	ministries	and	pastoral	

offices including Permanent Deacons, Adult 

Lay	 Formation,	 Youth	 &	 Family	 Ministry,	 and	

Pastoral Care in hospitals and long-term care 

facilities

•	 Support	of	retired	and	infirm	priests

credit of approximately 46% of the value of the 

securities being donated, the donor does not have 

to pay income tax on any capital gain resulting 

from their disposal. This additional tax benefit can 

be up to approximately 23% of the gain.

This additional tax reduction makes the donation 

of securities that have appreciated in value very 

attractive.  To take advantage of this additional 

income tax benefit, the actual securities must 

be donated to the Church. The capital gain 

exemption does not apply where the securities 

are sold and the resulting funds donated.

What a great way to benefit the Church and 

maximize the income tax reduction resulting from 

the donation.

*Assuming value of securities at time of donation of $20,000 and cost of $10,000 

*


