
5th Sunday of Lent - March 29, 2020  
Sacred Heart Parish  

· Corner of Lewis Rd. & Walnut St. · P.O. Box 64 · 
Royersford, PA  19468 · 

· 610-948-5915  · Fax 610-948-0573 ·   
Website: http://www.sacredheartroyersford.org · 
·  Parish Office: Closed - By appointment only. 

Dear Parishioners and Friends in Christ, 
 

Today is the 5th Sunday of Lent. 
 

Next week we should be celebrating Palm  
Sunday – Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
followed by His Passion, Death on the Cross and 

His glorious Resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
 

Forty days of Lent are coming to a close. This 
Lent is so very different to the one we have ever 

experienced during our lifetime. It is full of  
uncertainties, fear, and worry about the future, 
but it is also the time, like no other to put our 
faith in the Merciful Hands of Our Lord God. 

Our faith is being tested but let us keep in mind 
Jesus’ teaching and His assuring words:  

“I’m always with you until the end of time,” and  
“I will never live you alone.” In our most trying 
times it is Jesus who carries us on His shoulders. 
Total surrender to Jesus will bring us peace and 
strength to face unexpected problems and those 

that the whole world is experiencing now. 
 

In today’s Gospel we read of Lazarus’ death and 
Jesus’ miracle- bringing to life His friend  

Lazarus. Didn’t Jesus tell Martha: “Did I not tell 
you that if you believe, you will see the glory of 

God?” Even before the miracle Martha told  
Jesus: “Yes Lord, I believe that You are the  

Messiah, the Son of God,  
Who is to come into the world.”   

 

My dear Parishioners, let us keep our faith alive. 
In our parish bulletin you will find websites  
directing you to live broadcasts of daily and 

Sunday Masses. Pray to the Blessed Mother for 
Her special protection and help. She is our  

true Mother. She wants the best for Her  
children, we are all Her children and She will 

intercede for us with Her Divine Son Jesus 
Christ. Let us all get closer to God and put our 

trust in God.  
Take care of Yourself. 

 

God bless!  Fr. Tad 

The Holy Father has issued a Plenary Indulgence  
     The indulgence applies to those affected by the virus, health care 
workers, to caretakers, families, as well as those faithful who offer a 
visit to the Blessed Sacrament, or Eucharistic adoration, or reading 
the Holy Scriptures for at least half an hour, or the recitation of the 
Holy Rosary, or the pious exercise of the Way of the Cross, or the 
recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, to implore from  
Almighty God the end of the epidemic, relief for those who are  
afflicted and eternal salvation for those whom the Lord has called to 
Himself. 

Please read the Pope’s entire message at:  
http://archphila.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Indulgence.pdf 
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CLERGY 
Reverend Tadeusz Gorka, Pastor 

Reverend Frank Giuffre 
Weekend Assistant  

 

SACRED MUSIC 
DIRECTOR OF SACRED MU-

SIC 
Mrs. Milena Urban, C.A.G.O.   
milena@sacredheartroyersford.org 

 

OFFICE STAFF 
OFFICE MANAGER 
Dolores Eichelberger 

dolores@sacredheartroyersford.org 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER 

Mrs. Susan Ciabattoni 
susanc@sacredheartroyersford.org 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Dr. Nicholas Scoville and  

Jennifer Scoville 
religioused@sacredheartroyersford.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
Christine Klag 

Christine.Klag@sacredheartroyersford.org 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
HOLY CROSS REGIONAL  

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
Mrs. Theresa Healy, Principal 
thealy@holycrossregionalschool.org 

610-489-9434, ext. 2225 
 

EUCHARISTIC  
ADORATION 

TEMPORARILY CLOSED 
DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS. 

 

THE HOLY SACRIFICE   
OF THE MASS 

ALL MASSES HAVE BEEN  
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED  

DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS. 
SACRAMENT OF   

PENANCE 
HAS BEEN  

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED  
DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS. 

 
THE SACRAMENT WILL BE  

ADMINISTERED TO THOSE IN  
EMMINENT DANGER OF DYING OR 

WHO HAVE A SERIOUS ILLNESS. 
PLEASE CALL 610-948-5915  

TO MAKE FATHER  
AWARE OF YOUR NEED. 

Pope Francis’ Prayer to Our Blessed Mother 
During This Challenging Time 

   O Mary, you always shine on our path as a 
sign of salvation and of hope. We entrust our-
selves to you, Health of the Sick, who at the 
cross took part in Jesus' pain, keeping your faith 

firm. You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we 
need, and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana 
of Galilee, we may return to joy and to 
feasting after this time of trial. 
   Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to  
conform to the will of the Father and to 
do as we are told by Jesus, who has  
taken upon Himself our sufferings and 
carried our sorrows to lead us, through 
the cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 
Amen. 
   Under your protection, we seek refuge, 
Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the 
entreaties of we who are in trial, but  
deliver us from every danger, O glorious 
and blessed Virgin. 

TRUST IN HIS PROMISES - Reflection for Sunday, March 29  
Experiencing anxiety when someone we love is ill can be extremely  
difficult. As faithful people, often our first (and best) response is to seek the 
Lord’s help. Waiting for an answer to that prayer can also be anxiety-
producing. It must have seemed so confusing to Mary and Martha, knowing 
how much Jesus cared for their brother, that he would delay coming to his 

assistance. 
     Jesus loved the family from Bethany, but he loved the Father more. Not only did he know 
all would be well, but more importantly, it was also to be an opportunity to glorify Him in 
the delayed response. In the reading from Romans, St. Paul reminds us we are not just flesh, 
but also spirit. Jesus demonstrates through his response to Lazarus’ illness and death the im-
portance of answering prayers ordered to renew, strengthen, and heal the spirit over physical 
healing. Though He promises Lazarus’ illness will not end in death, and it does not …
eventually, Lazarus, like all of us, does indeed die. Jesus’ discussions with both Mary and 
Martha in today’s Gospel illuminate how His answer to our prayers should first and foremost 
lead us to deeper faith and hope in Heaven. 
     Remember, Martha is the sister upset, during Jesus’ previous visit to Bethany, that her 
sister is sitting at his feet instead of helping with the work of serving. She is taught, then, by 
the Master, of the need to balance our service and work with making time for the essential 
work of prayer. She’s taken his words to heart. Martha demonstrates her strength of faith 
within the anxiety and grief of her brother’s illness and death. Although devastated at the 
loss of her brother, she clings to her faith in the resurrection. 
     Later in the Gospel Martha says to Jesus, “‘I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the 
last day.’ Jesus told her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if 
he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Messiah, the Son 
of God, the one who is coming into the world’” (John 11:21-27). 
     As we pray and the answers do not come, we can feel abandoned or punished by God. 
Like Martha, we must cling to the truth and enter as she does into dialog with Jesus. Prayer 
is the vehicle of that dialog. Simply put, prayer is a conversation. Remember, it is meant to 
be a two-way discussion. How can we hear God when he seems quiet or distant? We can 
turn to the Scriptures; it is the Word of God. 
     Martha draws from the promises of Scripture to seek comfort in her brother’s death.  
She recalls the promise of the resurrection, her own faith strengthened by her ability to learn 
from her earlier conversation with Jesus to balance work and faith life. Her words demon-
strate she has learned the blessings that come from stepping away from the constant doing,  
to be with him and listen, since her initial encounter with Christ. 
     The better part Mary chose during his visit to Bethany, was to sit at the feet of Jesus. 
Mary acted aware of our need to turn to Jesus in prayer, to listen, await, and most of all, trust 
in His promises. The promise that he loves us, is always with us, and he can bring good into 
every situation in our lives. Above all, God is to be glorified in all things. 

Pray the  
Rosary 
Online 

LIVE DAILY AT 8 PM 
http://

www.phillyevang.org/
rosary.%20/  

Or 24/7 
https://therosary.online/  

Pray The  
Stations of the 
Cross by Saint   

Alphonsus 
Maria 

de’ Liguori 
(27 Sept 1696 -  

1 Aug 1787) 
 

h ps://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ZoIUsTetlL0  

24/7 Live 
Streamed  

Eucharistic  
Adoration 

 https://
www.youtube.com/

watch?
v=XMBusENP19M  
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Mass and other Prayer Links and Resources 
 

General link with mul ple resources  
+ Archdiocese of Philadelphia Resources 

archphila.org/resources 
Note: Sunday and Weekday Masses, in addi on to airing 

live, are archived on site for your viewing at another me.  

Sunday Mass - Live Streamed 
   +  Live at 8 AM, Noon, 7 PM and 12 AM  

h ps://www.ewtn.com/tv/shows/sunday-mass-live  
The Franciscan Missionaries of the Eternal Word   

EWTN Chapel in Irondale, AL  
 

+  Live at 10 AM 
h p://catholictv.org/masses/notre-dame-mass 

University of Notre Dame Mass 

   

+  Live at 10:15 AM  
h ps://saintpatrickscathedral.org/live 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral New York  
  

+  Live at 11 AM 
h ps://vimeo.com/event/17522 

The Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul 
 

+  Live at 12 PM   
h ps://www.na onalshrine.org/mass/ 
The Basilica of the Na onal Shrine of the  

Immaculate Concep on 
 

Daily Mass Live-Streamed  

 

+  Live Posted at 8:15 AM 
h ps://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 

From Bishop Barron’s Chapel 
 

+  Live at 8 AM  
h ps://saintpatrickscathedral.org/live 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral New York   
 

+   Live at 8 AM, Noon, 6:30 PM and 12 AM  
h ps://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/daily-readings  

The Franciscan Missionaries of the Eternal Word   
EWTN Chapel in Irondale, AL  

Sunday Mass - On TV 
EWTN Weekday -Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday: 2:00am, 2:00am; [Pope Francis Private Mass from 
Santa Marta], 8:00am, 12:00pm, 7:00pm 
EWTN Saturday - 8:00am, 12:00pm, 4:30pm [Pope Francis 
Private Mass from Santa Marta],7:00pm 
EWTN Sunday - 8:00am, 12:00pm, 3:30pm [Pope Francis 
Private Mass from Santa Marta] 
 

WPVI TV, Channel 6: Sunday Masses at St. Malachy 
Parish, Philadelphia are aired every Sunday morning from 
5:30 to 6 a.m. Rebroadcasted at 9 a.m.  

Stay with me, Lord, because I am weak and I need 
Your strength, that I may not fall so often. 
Stay with me, Lord, for You are my life, and without 
You, I am without meaning and hope. 
Stay with me, Lord, for You are my light, and without 
You, I am in darkness. 
Stay with me, Lord, to show me Your will. 
Stay with me, Lord, so that I can hear Your voice and 
follow you. 
Stay with me, Lord, for I desire to love You ever more, 
and to be always in Your company. 
Stay with me, Lord, if You wish me to be always  
faithful to You. 
Stay with me, Lord, for as poor as my soul is, I wish it 
to be a place of consolation for You, a dwelling of Your 
love. 
Stay with me, Jesus, for it is getting late; the days are 
coming to a close and life is passing. Death, judgement 
and eternity are drawing near. It is necessary to renew 
my strength, so that I will not stop along the way, for 
that I need You. It is getting late and death approaches.  
I fear the darkness, the temptations, the dryness, the 
cross, the sorrows. O how I need you, my Jesus, in this 
night of exile! 
Stay with me, Jesus, because in the darkness of life, 
with all its dangers, I need You. 
Help me to recognize You as Your disciples did at the 
Breaking of the Bread, so that the Eucharist Communion 
be the light which disperses darkness, the power which 
sustains me, the unique joy of my heart. 
Stay with me, Lord, because at the hour of my death  
I want to be one with You, and if not by Communion, at 
least by Your grace and love. 
Stay with me, Jesus, I do not ask for divine consolations 
because I do not deserve them, but I only ask for the gift 
of Your Presence. Oh yes! I ask this of You. 
Stay with me, Lord, for I seek You alone, Your Love, 
Your Grace, Your Will, Your Heart, Your Spirit,  
because I love You and I ask for no other reward but to 
love You more and more, with a strong active love. 
Grant that I may love You with all my heart while on 
earth, so that I can continue to love you perfectly 
throughout all eternity, dear Jesus. 

Below is a profound prayer that Padre Pio composed and 
prayed after receiving Holy Communion. It relates his 
firm belief in Jesus’ presence in the Holy Eucharist and 
his desire for Jesus to remain forever in his heart. 

Morning Prayer with Fr. Ma  Guckin - Daily 7 AM 
 

Parish website: h ps://www.sain rancisdesales.net/ 
Facebook Live: h ps://www.facebook.com/SFDSPhiladelphia 
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The 3rd Parish Pilgrimage will take place 
August 8th to August 20th. We will be 
heading to some very interesting places – 
Austria, Hungary and the Czech Republic.  
Highlights include the Infant Jesus of Prague, 
a visit to the town where St. John  

Nepomucene Neumann was born, “Silent Night” in  
Salzburg, the Melk Abbey in Vienna and Gellert Hill in 
Budapest. Please contact Susan in the Parish Office for 
more information about this wonderful trip! 610-948-5915 

Be an Altar Server. Be a part  
of a miracle. 

-  Be inches away from the greatest ongoing 
mystery and miracle in human history, as 
bread and wine become Christ’s body and 
blood. 
 

- Be a participant in a work of wonder—and 
a work of love. 
 

- Be a visible part of the greatest prayer on 
earth, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Help 
the Lord’s blessed servant, the Priest, bring 
Jesus to others. 
 

- Offer your participation in the hour of Mass 
your gift to Jesus and to others. 

Be a part of a miracle. 

     If you are interested in becoming an Altar Server please 
contact Father Tad in the parish office (610-948-5915) or 
meet with him after Mass.  
     May your prayers guide you to the altar.  Fr. Tad 

Wish you could visit the Vatican and 
immerse yourself in the beauty and 

wonder of its Museums?  
Your wish has come true…virtually that is! Because of 
the coronavirus the Vatican Museums have been closed, 
but now seven virtual tours are available to you.  
 

The tours available feature the Sistine Chapel, the Pio 
Clementino Museum, the Chiaramonti  
Museum, the New Wing, Raphael’s Rooms, the Nicco-
line Chapel, and the Room of the Chiaroscuri. 
Visit the Vatican Museum’s website and enjoy each of 
the seven virtual tours:  
http://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en/
collezioni/musei/tour-virtuali-elenco.1.html 
 

The Vatican Museum’s official instagram page, https://
www.instagram.com/vaticanmuseums/ is also provides 
photos of works in their vast  
collections with accompanying captions detailing their 
history and meaning. 
 

The Vatican Excavations Office is also offering a virtu-
al tour of the necropolis beneath Saint Peter’s Basilica: 
http://www.vatican.va/various/basiliche/necropoli/
scavi_english.htmVE  
 

So relax, and enjoy the wonder, the beauty, the  
creations of God expressed in art as you enjoy your visit 
to the Vatican. Bellissimo viaggio!  

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; whoever believes in me, even if he 
dies, will never die. - John 11 

We’re Pro Life! - Spiritual Adoption 
This is an easy way to pray for the unborn! Join us in saying the 
short prayer below for 9 months, asking God to protect the life 
of an unknown baby, whom you have “spiritually adopted.” As 
a parish, we are asking everyone to start the prayer on Wednes-
day, March 25, when the Church celebrates the conception of 
Jesus, and end on Christmas. Check back in the bulletin each 
month for updates on what the baby's growth would be during 
this time. 

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I love you very much. I beg 
you to spare the life of the unborn child, whom I have 

spiritually adopted, who is in danger of abortion. 
~Prayer of Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 

 

Facts about the baby's new life, from Pro-Life Across  
America: 

At conception, a new individual receives 23  
 chromosomes from each parent. He or she is truly a 

unique individual human being, never to be repeated. 
A new person has been created, who at this stage is a 
tiny living organism weighing only 15 tenths of a 
gram.  

 Life begins.  
First day of new life: The first cell divides into two, the 

two into four, and so on. Each of these new cells di-
vides again and again as they travel  

 toward the womb in search of a protected place to 
grow. 

To join our parish pro-life group contact Teresa Creciun, 
teresawinter@windstream.net or 402-937-5345. 

Please Pray for Those  Serving in the  
Military - 1st Lt. Dan Cummings, U.S. Army;  SPC 

John Patrick Dougherty, U.S. Army; Capt. Ian Gardocki, 
U.S.A.F., Special Forces; 2nd Lt. Nicholas Gardocki, 

U.S. Army; 2nd Lt. Michael McCormick, U.S. Army; SSG Daniel 
A. Manildo, U.S. Army; P/O HM2 Ryan M. Sirico, U.S. Navy, Med-

ical Corps; PFC Michael Yacovelli, U.S. Army; Lance Corporal 
Justin Solorio, U.S. Marine Corps 

Wondering what to do while at home? Watch, listen and read, anywhere, any me. 
Join FORMED  the very best Catholic content from more than 60 organiza ons to help parishes, families and individuals  
explore their faith anywhere. Suppor ng thousands of movies, children’s programs, ebooks, audio, parish programs and  
studies direct to your browser, mobile or connected device.  Visit: www.sacredheartroyersford.org; select “FORMED”; Enter 
parish code: e532c4 (case sensi ve). 
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 HOLY CROSS REGIONAL  
CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

NOW REGISTERING FOR THE  
               2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR 

Tour the school, visit classrooms, and meet 
teachers.  Get to know our school community!   

A Baby's Breath Run for Life Saturday, April 18th  
Norristown Farm Park  

 9 AM Fun Run - 9:30 AM 5K Run   
Awards 10:30 AM -  Come run, walk or wheel! Fun for the entire 

family! Pre-register at ww.ababysbreath.org.   
Proceeds benefit moms and their  

babies at A Baby's Breath Jeffersonville Cen-
ter. For more info, please call Dorothy 

Swedkowski at 610-316-6281 or 
budswed@verizon.net 

 

• Safe, Christ-centered       
    Environment 
• Full-day Pre-K (4) through 8th 

Grade 
• After-school CARES 
    Program 
• Advanced Honors Math 
• Accelerated Reading Program 
 

• 1:1 Chromebooks for all  5th - 
8th Grade Students  

• State-of-the-Art Computer and 
Science Labs 

• Robotics/Garden Clubs 
• Interactive Panels in all 
    Classrooms 

SIGNIFICANT  
FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE 

During this  
challenging time, 
many of the faithful 
may be unable to 
attend Mass. 
M  is 
honored to provide 

complimentary access, in both English and Spanish, to our 
online version to help people pray from home. 
Free Access Includes: + Prayer for the Morning 
                                         Suggested Prayer of the Faithful 
                                      + Mass 
                                         Meditation of the Day 
                                      + Prayer for the Evening 
                                         Prayer at Night 
www.magnificat.com/free (English) 
www.magnificat.com/gratis (Spanish) 
 

Below is a suggested prayer of spiritual Communion.  
  

Jesus, really present in the Most Holy Sacrament of 
the altar, since I cannot now receive thee under the  
sacramental veil, I beseech thee, with a heart full of 
love and longing, to come spiritually into my soul 
through the Immaculate Heart of thy most Holy 
Mother, and to abide with me, thou in me, and I in 
thee, in time and in eternity. Amen.  

Save the Date! Eucharistic Congress Coming to 
Philadelphia - The Council of Major Superiors of Wom-
en Religious (CMSWR) will host a Eucharistic Congress at 
the Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter and Paul on October 9 
and 10. For now, it is most important to get out the word to 
everyone. Please help to spread this announcement to family 
and friends.  

SACRED HEART LOTTERY CALENDAR WINNERS  
 

Date      ###        Prize      Winner               Seller  
02/28  849  $30  Not Sold  
02/29  992  $30  Not Sold  
03/01  275 $45  Not Sold  
03/02  221  $30  Not Sold  
03/03  469  $30  Not Sold  
03/04  671  $30  Not Sold  
03/05  939  $30  Not Sold  
03/06 845  $30  Not Sold  
03/07 510  $30  Kevin Masturzo   Betty Masturzo  
03/08  011 $45  Not Sold  
03/09  940  $30  Not Sold  
03/10  001  $30  Not Sold  
03/11 759  $30  Not Sold  
03/12  523  $30  Not Sold  

A Summer Week-long Catholic  
Family Vaca on Retreat 
Marianist Family Retreat Center 
Cape May Point, NJ 
 

Retreat weeks start each Monday beginning June 22 
through end of August.  Note: there is a special week 
for Single-parent families, July 13-18. 
 

Cost* for the week: $220pp ages 8+; $150 ages 2-7; 
under 2 free. *Price includes meals, room, program, 
beach access and more!  Financial Aid is available. 
 

Join together with other families for the week. Mass 
and other family liturgies are complemented by skits, 
presentations, family sharing, peer group discussions, 
sunset beach walks and other fun activities.  
 

Scheduled recreation and free time (4-5 hours DAI-
LY), with ocean swimming (beach is only 1/2 block 
from our house) are part of all family retreats. 
 

To sign up or for more information: 
www.capemaymarianists.org or email: 
mfrc@capemaymarianists.org or call 609-884-3829 

PRAYER TO GOD TO SEND US 
MORE PRIESTS AND SISTERS TO 

HIS HOLY CHURCH 
O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless 
this archdiocese with many Priests,  
Brothers and Sisters who will love You 
with their whole strength and gladly 

spend their entire lives to serve Your Church and 
to make You known and loved. 
 
Bless our families, bless our children. 
 
Choose from our homes those who are needed for 
Your work. 
 
Mary, Queen of the clergy! 
 

  Pray for us.  Pray for our Priests.  
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STEWARDSHIP IS A WAY OF LIFE  
GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING  

 

Because of the closing of Churches, we have 
had minimal Mass collections to report. 

 

Please continue to send your offerings in the 
mail or sign up for electronic giving on our website at: 

sacredheartroyersford.org 
 

Select the Parish Giving icon to sign up. 
Remember, you may sign up temporarily for Parish  

Giving if you do not wish to send in an envelope.  

*Mass pro populo or “for the People of the Parish” 
MON, Mar 30    
  8:00 AM           Harvey and Caroline Gennaria 
 Request of Tom and Pat Weikel and Family  
  6:30 PM Private Intentions 
TUES, Mar 31   
  8:00 AM           Donald B. Campbell, Sr. 
             Request of Don and Ann Marie Campbell 
  6:30 PM            Edward Jones 
                            Request of Bill Carroll and Family 
WED, Apr 1   
  8:00 AM Grace Martino 
             Request of Dolores Eichelberger 
  6:30 PM            Private Intentions 
THUR, Apr 2   St. Francis of Paola 
   8:00 AM          Private Intentions 
   6:30 PM           Claudia Green 
                             Request of Bill Carroll and Family 
FRI, Apr 3 
  8:00 AM Private Intentions            
  6:30 PM Stations of the Cross 
SAT, Apr 4      St. Isidore of Seville 
  8:00 AM           Private Intentions 
  4:15 PM           Jean Nash 
                            Request of Jim and Pat Petaccio and Family 
SUN, Apr 5      Palm Sunday 
  8:00 AM           Thomas and Josephine Dougherty 
                            Request of Tom and Sunny Dougerty  
  9:30 AM           Pro Populo   
11:15 AM           Phyllis F. Galanti 
              Request of a Friend 

April’s prayer intentions are for 
Father Gorka. 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK AND  
THOSE IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS  

 

Kevin Schurr, Steven DiGuiseppe, Elizabeth, Caroline and Tommy 
Cummings, William Good, Garrett Rogers, Brian Szalabofka,  
Stephen Spitko, Brian Spitko, Dan Dordea, David Hritz, Aria 

Gessner, James Coccia, Alex Stadelmaier, Elizabeth Cassidy, Polly 
Tornetta, Kathy Caffarella, Ed and Johanna McLaughlin, Gerald 
Daskiliewicz, Chris Chrisman, Lauri Ronan, Alice Pitcock, Louis 

DiMaria, Alyson Layser, Keith Garnett, Nathan Wilgeroth, Orville 
Otis, John Breslawski, Faye West, Madison D’Annunzio, Mary 
Frances Leonetti, Nancy McNamara, Patricia Berner, Charles 

Crowder, Elena Craft, Patricia McMinn, Walt Kalil, Tara Clarke, 
John Hoff, the Gonzalez Family, Steve Curll, Colleen Haines,  
Ed Reynolds, Anne Metz, Joyce Corretini, Mary Jimick, Irene  

Stoffel, Annalies Frisco and all the sick and suffering of the parish.  
We pray that God will bless you all with His healing hand. Fr. Tad 

Do you love the Sacred Heart 
Fair? Would you like to help?   

Our parish Fair Committee works hard behind the 
scenes from January until the Fair in July.  

Lots of planning goes into making our Fair the best 
around! Do you have some time and talent to share for 

this volunteer opportunity? 

 

Contact RichardPrevetePA@gmail.com if interested!  

    Service hours for set up and break down in July are  
available for students as well.   
 
 

2020 Fair dates are July 15th - 18th 
Like us on Facebook: Sacred Heart Fair, Royersford 

#SacredHeartFair  
#SacredHeartRofo 

SAINT OF THE DAY 
April 2 - St. Francis of Paola wanted to live a quiet life of 
solitude. He managed to do this in a cave near Paola, but soon 
followers began to gather. He formed them into a community 
which emphasized pretty severe penance and austerity. Saint 
Francis also had a public life assisting in the French court.  
April 4 - St. Isidore of Seville was a prolific writer, and capa-
ble administrator of his diocese. Following his brother as  
bishop of Seville, he founded schools and seminaries, and he 
was known for his encyclopedic knowledge. Perhaps Isidore's 
greatest accomplishment is that he was a holy man. 

Our H.E.A.R.T. volunteers regretfully advise that 
due to the Coronavirus epidemic, we will not be 

able to service anyone at this time.  
Our prayers are with you all. 

FREE POPULAR MARRIAGE 
ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 

As we all cope with COVID-19, the 
dangers it brings and the inconven-
iences it causes us, we need to  
remember to hold on tight to our 

most important connections, the people we love. We cannot let 
the stresses we experience harm our relationships. One of these 
is the relationship between husband and wife. 

 To access this free program, visit: https://
www.the-virtues.net/online-free-program/ 

It is the personal maturity of each spouse that contributes to 
the success of the marriage. 

Register today 
for the First  

Virtual  
Catholic Men’s  
Conference and 

unite for one weekend in prayer and formation with men 
across the nation!  

Register at: 
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Desktop/Virtual%20Catholic%

20Mens%20Conference%202020.html 
Grab a buddy, log in, and start your conference anytime 

that weekend! Friday, April 3 at 12PM to  
Sunday, April 5 at Midnight 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
“Peace be with you!” With these words, the Risen Lord 
greeted his frightened Apostles in the Upper Room on 
the day of his Resurrection. They were troubled, anxious, 
and fearful—much like each one of us at some point in 
our lives. Christ repeated the words, “Peace be with you.” 
But then he added, “Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins 
you forgive are forgiven them” (Jn 20:19-23).

What an extraordinary gift! The Risen Lord was 
proclaiming that all the suffering he had just endured 
was in order to make available the gifts of salvation 
and forgiveness. He wanted the Apostles to receive 
these gifts. He wanted them to become apostles of this 
forgiveness to others.

In the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, also 
called confession, we meet the Lord, who wants to grant 
forgiveness and the grace to live a renewed life in him. In 
this sacrament, he prepares us to receive him free from 
serious sin, with a lively faith, earnest hope, and sacri-
� cial love in the Eucharist. The Church sees confession 
as so important that she requires that every Catholic go 
at least once a year.1 The Church also encourages fre-
quent confession in order to grow closer to Christ Jesus 
and his Body, the Church. By the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
we seek forgiveness and repentance, let go of patterns 

of sin, grow in the life of virtue, 
and witness to a joyful conver-
sion. Since the graces of the sac-
rament are so similar to the pur-
pose of the New Evangelization, 
Pope Benedict XVI has said, “The 
New Evangelization . . . begins in 
the confessional!”2

We bishops and priests are 
eager to help you if you experience 
dif� culty, hesitation, or uncer-
tainty about approaching the Lord 
in this sacrament. If you have not 
received this healing sacrament 
in a long time, we are ready to 

welcome you. We, whom Christ has ordained to min-
ister this forgiveness in his name, are also approach-
ing this sacrament, as both penitents and ministers, 
throughout our lives and at this special moment of 
grace during Lent. We want to offer ourselves to you 
as forgiven sinners seeking to serve in the Lord’s name.

During Lent—in addition to the various peniten-
tial services during which individual confession takes 
place—we bishops and priests will be making ourselves 
available often for the individual celebration of this 
sacrament. We pray that through the work of the Holy 
Spirit, all Catholics—clergy and laity—will respond to 
the call of the New Evangelization to encounter Christ 
in the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. Come 
to the Lord and experience the extraordinary grace of 
his forgiveness!  

1  Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 1457-1458. 
2 Pope Benedict XVI, Address to the Annual Course on the Internal Forum 

Organized by the Apostolic Penitentiary, www.vatican.va/holy_father/ben-
edict_xvi/speeches/2012/march/documents/hf_ben-xvi_spe_20120309_
penitenzieria-apostolica_en.html.

“He said to him, ‘My son, you are here with me 
always; everything I have is yours. But now we must 

celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was 
dead and has come to life again; he was lost and 

has been found.’” (Lk 15: 31-32)

God’s Gift
of Forgiveness

A Pastoral Exhortation on the Sacrament 
of Penance and Reconciliation



May the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of all 
 the saints, 
whatever good you do and suffering you endure, 
heal your sins, 
help you grow in holiness, 
and reward you with eternal life. 
Go in peace. 

–Rite of Penance, no. 93

1 PREPARATION: Before going to confession, take 
some time to prepare. Begin with prayer, and 
re� ect on your life since your last confession. How 
have you—in your thoughts, words, and actions—
neglected to live Christ’s commands to “love the 
Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your  mind,” and to “love your 
neighbor as yourself” (Mt 22:37, 39)? As a help 
with this “examination of conscience,” you might 
review the Ten Commandments or the Beatitudes 
(Ex 20:2-17; Dt 5:6-21; Mt 5:3-10; or Lk 6:20-26).

2 GREETING: The priest will welcome you; he may 
say a short blessing or read a Scripture passage.  

3 THE SIGN OF THE CROSS: Together, you and the 
priest will make the Sign of the Cross. You may then 
begin your confession with these or similar words: 
“Bless me, Father, for I have sinned. It has been [give 
days, months, or years] since my last confession.” 

4 CONFESSION: Confess all your sins to the priest. 
If you are unsure what to say, ask the priest for 
help. When you are � nished, conclude with these or 
similar words: “I am sorry for these and all my sins.”

5 PENANCE: The priest will propose an act of pen-
ance. The penance might be prayer, a work of mercy, 
or an act of charity. He might also counsel you on 
how to better live a Christian life. 

6 ACT OF CONTRITION:  After the priest has con-
ferred your penance, pray an Act of Contrition, 
expressing sorrow for your sins and resolving to sin 
no more. A suggested Act of Contrition is:

My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong
and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
I � rmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, 
to sin no more,
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ
suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 

(Rite of Penance, no. 45)

7 ABSOLUTION: The priest will extend his hands over 
your head and pronounce the words of absolution. 
You respond, “Amen.”

8 PRAISE: The priest will usually praise the mercy of 
God and will invite you to do the same. For example, 
the priest may say, “Give thanks to the Lord for he 
is good.” And your response would be, “His mercy 
endures for ever” (Rite of Penance, no. 47). 

9 DISMISSAL: The priest will conclude the sacrament, 
often saying, “Go in peace.” 

Copyright © 2013, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, 
DC. Scripture excerpts taken from the New American Bible, rev. ed. © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. 
All rights reserved. Excerpts from the English translation of Rite of Penance
© 1974, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights 
reserved. This text may be reproduced in whole or in part without alteration 
for nonpro� t educational use, provided such reprints are not sold and include this 
notice. Image front: Design Pics Inc.

To order, visit our website at www.usccbpublishing.org or call us at 800-235-8722. 
Para ordenar recursos en español, llame al 800-235-8722 y presione 4 para hablar 
con un representante del servicio al cliente en español.

            How to 
 Go to Confession...

If it has been a while since your last confession, 
remember, “Do not fear” (Is 41:10). The priest 

will help guide you. And feel free to take this how-
to guide with you!   (For more information, visit 
www.usccb.org/confession.)

Publication No. 7-412
Washington, DC
ISBN 978-1-60137-412-7
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QUALITY WORK • REASONABLE RATES

Registered 
Master 
PlumberRSBeers

Plumbing 
& Heating

Fully Insured

• Sewer & Drain Cleaning
• Water Heaters
• Boilers • Sinks
• Faucets • Toilets
• Well Water Pumps
• New Construction
• Additions • Repairs

610-948-5194
Royersford

MARK YABLONSKI
Parishioner

Your Parish Funeral Home
  Charles H. Shalkop, F.D. (1916-1995)

Robert W. Strunk, Jr. F.D.
Supervisor, Parishioner of St. Joseph

135 Bridge Street
Spring City, PA 19475
(610) 948-7672(610) 948-7672

SHALKOP GRACE STRUNK
FUNERAL HOME

AND CREMATION SERVICES, INC.

CHRISTIAN BOOKS AND GIFTS

142 Shoemaker Rd., Pottstown, PA 19466
610-705-0130 • fax: 610-705-0131

www.onthethirddaymm.com
Charlene & John Wiggs

CATTERMOLE-
KLOTZBACH
Funeral Home

Andrew M. Klotzbach FD, Supv.Andrew M. Klotzbach FD, Supv.
Joshua T. Klotzbach, FDJoshua T. Klotzbach, FD
Justin V. Caramenico, FDJustin V. Caramenico, FD

610-948-7330610-948-7330
Washington St. at Sixth Ave., Royersford, PA

RIGHTWAY 
WATERPROOFING CO.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts
Tues - Fri 6am - 1:30pm

Sat 6am - 12pm | Sun 7am - 1pm
Take-Out 610-948-0590

AWARD WINNING!
   • Personal Care
   • Memory Care
   • Independent Care

“From your home to
our home”

300 Perkiomen Ave.
Schwenksville

610.287.1822
Please contact Stephanie Davis
stephaniedavis@greenfi eldseniorliving.com

CARING FOR THOSE WHO CARED FOR US

Metal • Shingles • Rubber 
Windows  • Decks • Gutters

John McKeever
Neighboring Parishioner

Since 1886
5th Generation

610-937-0261610-937-0261

Hometown Coffee Shop
offering the best coffees 

and teas in town.
306 Main Street • Royerford

(484) 792-1521
brewedawakeningcoffeehouse.com

Monday thru Friday 8AM to 5PM
Saturday and Sunday 8AM to 2PM

Morgan Exteriors, LLC
Stucco Remediation Specialist

Roofi ng

Hardie Siding Specialist

484.568.4457
Best Prices & Warranties in the Business

www.morganexteriorsllc.com

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

FOUNDATION REPAIR
MOLD REMEDIATION

1-888-5DRY-TECH
www.DryTechCorp.com

Neighboring Parishioner

GUTTER DOCTOGUTTER DOCTO
855-322-7400

WILLIE’S
www.WilliesAutoAndTruckRepair.com

Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm, Sat: 8am-1pm

610-792-3334
             301 Main St., Royersford
FULL SERVICE AUTO & 

TRUCK REPAIR FACILITY

TAG & NOTARY
SERVICES AVAILABLE!

AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE AND HEALTH
212 W. Main Street, Suite 1

Trappe, PA 19426
(610) 489-9442

 www.kellyins.com

Collegeville 
Trappe Tags & Notary

Experience Peace of Mind:
Pre-Arrange Your Burial at an

Archdiocese of Philadelphia Cemetery.

• Save today through pre-planning
• Convenient terms for all of your burial needs
• Traditional in ground, mausoleum & cremation 
  options available at most cemeteries

CALL 215-352-4001 TODAY

FERNWOOD
CEMETERY
Burial Plots for Sale

Call Karen Boyer

610.323.0220

Family  Ambulance Police Fire
GPS + Fall Alert* + APP Tracking

24/7•365 - USA Based Monitoring
No Contract

FREE SHIPPING
CALL NOW! 800-866-2180

y

2
AS LOW ASAS LOW AS

$$19199595
A MonthA Month*

As Shown GPS
*911 Direct Connect

24 Hour Protection at 24 Hour Protection at HOMEHOME &  & AWAYAWAY!!
If  You LIVE ALONELIVE ALONE You Need MDMedMDMedAlert!Alert! TTM

JOIN OUR TEAM TODAY
We are seeking dedicated, caring and

passionate people to drive our precious cargo...
Gross School Bus Service, Inc.
1801 Pottstown Pike, Pottstown, PA 19465

Call us today at 610-469-0221
We look forward to hearing from you!

www.glsttransportation.comwww.glsttransportation.com
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SPRING-FORD FAMILY PRACTICE

WADE A. BROSIUS, D.O.
 SACRED HEART PARISHIONER

POTTSTOWN MEDICAL SPECIALISTS, INC.
307 S. LEWIS RD. ROYERSFORD, PA 19468

610-792-0300
FAX 610-792-3790

www.pottsmed.com

DEVLIN ROSMOS KEPP
& GATCHA

FUNERAL HOME
& Cremation Services, Inc.

George Michael T. Gatcha, Supervisor
Funeral Pre-PlanningFuneral Pre-Planning

517 S. Main St. at Fourth Ave.
Phoenixville 610-933-3012
www.GatchaFuneral.com

JAMES JOHNS
PAINTING

Deck Refi nishing • Power Washing
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
PARISHIONER

935-2924 • 948-2327

Petaccio’s
Driving School, LLC

Forming one safe driver at a time.

610.948.4979
www.RoyersfordDrivingSchool.com  

Administering 
PennDOT
Drivers
Exam

SACRED HEART 
CHURCH

FELLOWSHIP 
CAFÉ

OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC

SUNDAYS 
7 AM - 1 PM

All are Welcome!

Cremation Center, Ltd.

“YOUR CHOICE IN FUNERAL HOMES”

NEW LOCATION
Serving Royersford Area at

329 N. Lewis Rd.
610-948-1950

Jason Pozar, Supervisor
Gregg S. Catagnus, F.D.

Also Serving
Pottstown 610-323-4440 •  Boyertown 610-367-4440

Phoenixville 610-933-0660 • Chestnutknollhomecare.com
2012 People’s Choice Award Recipient

Help Wanted

Bellinghieri & Sons

russell@bellinghieriandsons.com 610.948.9657
Russell Bellinghieri  MASONRY CONTRACTOR

STONE • CONCRETE • PAVERS
FIREPLACES • PATIOS • WALKWAYS

www.bellinghieriandsons.com

Celebrating Our 39th Year Anniversary

$3.00 OFF $25 OR MORE
With Coupon. May not be

combined with any other off ers.

610.489.6225
Collegeville Shopping Ctr.

$5.00 OFF $40 OR MORE
Exp. 12-31-2019

Exp. 12-31-2019

We specialize inWe specialize in

Sauteed Pasta 
Sauteed Pasta 

Dishes, Dishes, 

Veal, Shrimp & 
Veal, Shrimp & 

ChickenChicken
Pick up our New Catering MenuPick up our New Catering Menu

 HAINES AUTO 
 SERVICE INC.

 “Family Owned 
 Since 1969”

300 N. Lewis Rd., Royersford, PA 19468
610-948-9902

 HAI
 SER

 “

Mon-Thurs 10am-10pm
Fri & Sat 10am-11pm • Sun 11am-10pm
47 E. Bridge St., Spring City

610-948-4767

Dr. Paul G. Smith
Dr. John L. Lignelli II
Dr. James A. Ward
Dr. Donald E. Roland
www.pottstownoralsurgery.com

500 Heritage Drive, Pottstown, PA
610.326.7880

20 E. Philadelphia Ave. Boyertown, PA
610.367.6074

Fax: 610.326.5491

all that jazz dancewear
343 Main St.
Royersford

610-831-0800
atjdancewear.com

Jason L Mathias
Agent
67 S Lewis Road, Suite 2
Royersford, PA 19468-2460
Bus 610.948.4940 | Fax 610.474.2909
jason.mathias.efma@statefarm.com

Home • Auto • Life

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

610-696-0100
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

www.MainStreetCafeRofo.com
263 Main Street, Royersford, PA

610-948-4305
Open 7 Days • 6am - 3pm

Every Tues. 20% OFF For Seniors
excludes $1.99 Meals

Phoenix Tax 
Consultants, LLC
The Tax Tacklers

    Tax Preparation 
     & Tax Planning

Accounting For All Entities
Julie Brufke Wenger, EA

300 Bridge St. • 610-933-3507
www.taxtacklers.com

$30 OFF New Clients | PROMO CODE CHURCH20 EXP 12/31/20                                        
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