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Dear Parishioners, 
 
When and why did the Church begin celebrating Divine Mercy Sunday? 
 
The world was in the midst of the Great Depression in 1931 and the memories  
of World War I were still very much alive in the minds of Europeans when in Poland,  
a sister of the Congregation of Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy,  
Faustina Kowalska (1905 - 1938), is said to have been personally visited by Jesus. 
 
According to her diary, which was listed on the Index of Forbidden Books for more 
than 20 years, an image was revealed to her of the risen Lord, from whose heart shone 
two rays, one red (representing blood) and the other “pale” (symbolizing water),  
with the words “Jesus, I trust in you” at the bottom.  
 
Faustina wrote in her diary that Jesus told her,  
“I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not perish.” 
 
When she was canonized in 2000 under the direction of fellow countryman  
Pope John Paul II, he proclaimed that the Second Sunday of Easter would  
henceforth be known as Divine Mercy Sunday, thereby widely promoting  
the devotional practices associated with Faustina’s visions, already popular  
in many communities. 
 
St. Faustina, a poorly educated daughter of a humble Polish family, kept a  
600-page diary of the apparitions she claimed continued for years. Her entries focus  
on God’s mercy, the call to accept God’s mercy and to be merciful, the need for  
conversion, and the call to trust in Jesus. It had been Jesus’ own wish, she wrote,  
to establish a feast day:  
 
“I [Jesus] desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls... 
I am giving them the last hope of salvation; that is, the Feast of my Mercy.” 
 
Among the practices associated with the devotion are its novena, the Chaplet of the 
Divine Mercy (a series of prayers organized similarly to a rosary), the Hour of Great 
Mercy (a time of prayer traditionally celebrated at 3 p.m.), and the  
plenary indulgence granted to those who receive the Eucharist and celebrate  
reconciliation on Divine Mercy Sunday. 
 
The celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday is an opportunity to reflect on the theme  
of how God’s mercy can overcome sin and, as the Congregation for  
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments states, “a perennial  
invitation to the Christian world to face, with confidence in divine benevolence,  
the difficulties and trials that mankind will experience in the years to come.” 
 
I invite you for a special celebration today, Divine Mercy Sunday, at 2:30 p.m. 

 
Jesus I Trust in You. 

May God bless you always! 
 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
838 Walnut Street  
P.O. Box 64  

Royersford, PA 19468  
(610) 948-5915     

Fax: (610) 948-0573 
   

CLERGY  
Reverend Tadeusz Gorka, Pastor  

Reverend Christopher Cooke,  
Weekend Assistant 

David Kubczak, Deacon   
 

DIRECTOR OF  
SACRED MUSIC 

Mrs. Milena Urban, C.A.G.O.   
milena@sacredheartroyersford.org 

 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

Susan Ciabattoni 
susanc@sacredheartroyersford.org 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Dr. Nicholas Scoville and  
Jennifer Scoville 

religioused@sacredheartroyersford.org 

 
SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

Christine Klag 
christine.klag@sacredheartroyersford.org 

 
BULLETIN 
Cara Burrell 

carab@sacredheartroyersford.org 
- - - - - - - - - - - -  

HOLY CROSS REGIONAL  
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Mrs. Theresa Healy, Principal 
thealy@holycrossregionalschool.org 

(610) 489-9434, ext. 2225 
- - - - - - - - - - - -  

 
EUCHARISTIC  
ADORATION  

Open daily 7:30 AM to 7:30 PM  
 

THE HOLY SACRIFICE    
OF THE MASS  

MASS SCHEDULE  
 Saturday Vigil: 4:15 PM  
Sunday:  8 AM and 10 AM  

 Daily Mass: 8 AM (M-Sat)  
Rosary Recitation: 7:30 AM (M-Sat)  

 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE  
Monday - Saturday, at 7:30 AM 

Saturday at 3 PM and by                
appointment by calling  

 (610) 948-5915.  

Learn more!  We recite the Chaplet of Divine Mercy  
every Monday here at Sacred Heart!  
Learn about our Traveling Picture and the Chaplet here: 
www.sacredheartroyersford.org/divinemercysunday 
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Please pray for the sick of our parish and  
those that care for them. 

Kevin Schurr, Steven DiGuiseppe, Garrett Rogers, 
John Slanga, Kitty Heebner, Baby Briana,  
Tara Clarke, Aria Gessner, Brian Szalabofka,  
Dan Dordea,  John Hoff, Elena Craft,  

Johanna McLaughlin, David Hritz, Dex Volpe, Hank Edleman, 
Alex Stadelmaier, Jake Dailey, John Sowell, James McManus, 
Lauri Ronan, John Durante, Heather Murphy, Charlotte Cody,  
Elizabeth, Caroline, and Tommy Cummings, John Breslawski, 
Alyson Layser, Keith Garnett, Orville Otis, Max Good,  
Madison D’Annunzio, Nancy McNamara, Patricia Berner, 
Charles Crowder, Ann Boyle, Patricia McMinn,  
Mary Jane Durante, Robert Fry, Jr., Casey Glennon,  
the Gonzalez Family, Steve Curll, Ed Reynolds, Grace Giuffre,  
Annalies Frisco, Helen Gallagher, Josephine, Taylor O’Neill, 
Cindy Wozniak, Rosemary Buchanan, Deirdre Magolon, 
Adrienne Eisenhauer, Marissa and Enzo Fuentes,  
Moira Randazzo, Jackie Zabicki, Genevieve Tuski,   
Jim Bob and Barbara McEwen, Mike Mehle, Brenda Kulp, 
Andrea and Jim McManus, Mary Kay Gvodas, Cecelia Ricci, 
and all the sick and suffering of the parish.  
We pray that God will bless you all with His healing hand.    
When your loved one recovers, please notify the Parish Office 

so we can offer a prayer of thanks!  

 
MON, Apr 17  
8:00 AM Private Intention   
 
TUES, Apr 18  
8:00 AM              Private Intention 
 
WED, Apr 19  
8:00 AM Dougherty and Iacobucci Families 
  Requested by Tom and Sunny Dougherty 
   
THUR, Apr 20  
8:00 AM Private Intention    
 
FRI, Apr 21 Saint Anselm -  
  Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
8:00 AM Elsa Tancredi 
  Requested by The Cirino Family 
   
SAT, Apr 22  
8:00 AM Pat Kalil 
  Requested by Kevin Keenan 
 
4:15 PM Michael W. Koller 
  Requested by Rita Koller   
 
SUN, Apr 23  
8:00 AM             Harry Melvin “Mel” Wolfe 
  Requested by Budd and Minnie Rancatore 
     
10:00 AM Arline Sande 
  Requested by Anne Metz 

A�er the Creed, the General 
Intercessions take place. O�en 
�mes they are called the Prayer 
of the Faithful, or the Universal 
Prayer. One of my roles at Mass, 

as deacon, is to offer the General Intercessions on  
behalf of the faithful gathered at Mass. In the absence 
of the deacon, the lector reads several pe��ons or  
prayers of intercession. All stand during the General  
Intercessions. 
 
The priest always begins and concludes the General  
Intercessions with a short prayer of inten�on. 
 
The prayers of pe��on in the General Intercessions  
usually include: for the Pope, church leaders, civil  
authori�es, current world concerns, members of our 
parish who recently died, the sick, and the person who 
the Mass is being offered for. The deacon or lector 
concludes each pe��on with the words,  
“we pray to the Lord,” and the congrega�on responds, 
“Lord, hear our prayer,” 
 
We now have concluded the first major part of Mass, 
the Liturgy of the Word. Next week we will begin the 
second part, the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
 
Sincerely, 
Deacon Dave  
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Saint Devotions 

April 21 - St. Anselm  
O Lord my God. Teach my heart this day where and how to 
find you.  
You have made me and re-made me, and you have  
bestowed on me all the good things I possess, and still I do 
not know you.  
I have not yet done that for which I was made.  
Teach me to seek you, for I cannot seek you unless you 
teach me, or find you unless you show yourself to me.   
Let me seek you in my desire; let me desire you in my seeking.  
Let me find you by loving you; let me love you when I find you. 
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Other News and Events 
 God and the Multiverse: April 23, 7-8:30pm.  Join Collegium Institute for this Magi Project conversation with Dr. Deborah 

Haarsma, Astronomer and President of BioLogos. Dr. Haarsma will lead us through a fascinating tour of the universe as it is     
currently understood, exploring the spiritual and scientific implications of recent discoveries.   

    https://collegiuminstitute.org/calendar/god-the-multiverse 
 Serenity Retreat for Women: May 5-6.  The weekend will include talks, Mass, Faith Sharing, and more while getting to spend 

time on the beautiful grounds of Malvern Retreat House. Malvern Retreat House, 315 S Warren Ave, Malvern PA – Family Life 
Center. https://www.malvernretreat.com/events/serenity-retreat/ 

 Royersford Farmers Market: Beginning May 6, the market will run every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. - noon, through Nov 11.      
@ Victory Park Lot on 2nd Avenue.   

 

My First Winter Vacation  
By Robert F. Rydzewski, Port Richmond, Phila, PA. 

 
A ten-day tour to Poland, led by Father Tadeusz Gorka, January 4th 2023, accompanied by members and friends  
of Sacred Heart Parish.  
 
Sixteen of us landed in the city of Poznań in the Wielko-Polksa Region of Poland, to commence a pilgrimage and to 
tour the country's diverse landscape, traveling also to Częstochowa, Zakopane, and Kraków.  
 
The entire trip was filled with warmth, comfort, religious appeal, and good times. I had the pleasure of being with  
15 great and friendly travel companions. We journeyed via motor coach through Poland, traversing the cities and  
countryside, along major highways, and maneuvering down small roads into minor towns and villages to visit  
impressive cathedrals, basilicas, and medieval-era attractions. Boutique hotel accommodations were excellent,  
including the bountiful morning breakfast buffets. Father Gorka did exceptionally well in planning a schedule of  
top-rate dining locations for our lunches and dinners. 
 
Our group attended daily Mass and visited close to twenty religious sites. We were given the opportunity to view  
the magnificent art and architecture of these attractions, as well as the beauty of Poland during a winter month;  
(towns and cities, many of them dotted with ruined castles, picturesque squares, monuments, and attractive folk  
architecture), along with spectacular scenery, especially the hilly farming terrain on the approaches to the  
Tatra Mountains. 
 
The highlights of the tour were: 
 A brief visit and tour to the Sanktuarium Matki Bożej Licheńskiej, in the small village of Licheń. 
 A three-night stay in Zakopane in the Tatra Region. 

 This town exhibits an original Alpine “feel” and it contained an authentic folk style, Highlander Mountain 
Region atmosphere. The area experienced a snowstorm during our visit and we were treated with a        
delightful 9” snow accumulation. Most of the town's dwellings and wooden-framed villas were built in a 
timber, folksy-style. The local Tavern scene was exceptional, as well as the lengthy pedestrianized       
shopping street that cut through the Town Centre. Enjoyable also were a cable-car ride almost 2000 meters 
up Mt. Kasprowy during a blizzard and an evening horse-drawn sleigh ride in the country, followed by an 
outdoor barbeque over a huge, open fire pit.  

 A three-night stay in Kraków, which dates back to medieval times.  The centerpiece here was the 14th century of 
Wawel Castle. 

 
Thank you, Father Gorka, for allowing me to participate in my first winter excursion.  

Best wishes to all my travel friends. 

If you have an interest in future pilgrimages planned by Father Gorka, please reach out to  
Susan in the office to have your name placed on an interest list.   

Parishioners and non-parishioners alike are welcome to join us!  Our next Pilgrimage is to Italy! 
Susan Ciaba�oni: susanc@sacredheartroyersford.org.  Or Call:  610-948-5915. 
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Pope John Paul II High School is excited to host  
17 summer camps for students entering grades K-9. 
Sessions include: fine arts, drama, archery, cheer, 
volleyball, basketball, tennis, baseball, field hockey,  

football, soccer, and mul�-sport.   
To view more details about our camps and register for a session,  
please visit: www.pjphs.org/apps/pages/summercamps.   
We look forward to seeing you at PJP this summer! 

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2023-24 SCHOOL YEAR:   
FULL DAY PRE-K (4) & Kindergarten - 8th Grade. Limited space in some grades. Please call for availability. 

Go to our website:  www.hcrc.school/admissions to apply now or schedule a tour. 

610-489-9434  |  www.hcrc.school 

He is Risen, Alleluia!  

 

 

 

 

Check out our 8th grade  
spotlights on Facebook and Instagram.  
#hcrcproud #hcrcfamily #HCRC2023 

#classof 2023  

Holy Cross celebrated Holy Week and Easter. Students from 7th 
grade helped our Kindergarten students with an egg hunt before 
the Easter break. Our 1st grade students made their own crucifix 
which was blessed by Fr. Graebe. Holy Cross Regional Catholic 
School embraces our Catholic identity especially during this holy 
season of Easter. The students get to interact in various activities 
with their prayer partners which provides a connection between our 
middle school and junior high students with our younger students.  
We are truly blessed at Holy Cross Regional Catholic School.  

Pope John Paul II High School --  
Join us for our biggest fundraiser of the year 

on Saturday, May 2, 2023 called  
Savor the Flavor: On Broadway.  

6:00pm-10:00pm in the PJP Gymnasium.  
Doors open at 5:30. Tickets include admission to the event, offerings from 
the Restaurant Fare, Basket Raffle, Silent & Live Auc�ons.  
Tickets can be purchased at h�ps://www.pjphs.org/apps/pages/�ckets  

Honor Flight Philadelphia  
is recruiting veterans to join them for a 
day of honor in Washington, D.C. on  
September 9, 2023 where you will 
have the opportunity to visit the  
memorials built to honor your  
service and sacrifice.  

Transportation, meals, a USO show, and memorabilia 
will be provided at NO COST to the veteran.   
Please share with any Veteran you may know. 
For more information contact: Andrew Schiavello @  
610-662-1812 
or andrew@honorflightphiladelphia.org 
To date, Honor Flight Philadelphia has honored over 3000  

veterans from the Tri state area. 
We can never repay you for all that you have given  

but we can show you our appreciation. 
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QUALITY WORK • REASONABLE RATES

Registered 
Master 
PlumberRSBeers

Plumbing 
& Heating

Fully Insured

• Sewer & Drain Cleaning
• Water Heaters
• Boilers • Sinks
• Faucets • Toilets
• Well Water Pumps
• New Construction
• Additions • Repairs

610-948-5194
Royersford

MARK YABLONSKI
Parishioner

Your Parish Funeral Home
  Charles H. Shalkop, F.D. (1916-1995)

Robert W. Strunk, Jr. F.D.
Supervisor, Parishioner of St. Joseph

135 Bridge Street
Spring City, PA 19475
(610) 948-7672(610) 948-7672

SHALKOP GRACE STRUNK
FUNERAL HOME

AND CREMATION SERVICES, INC.

CATTERMOLE-
KLOTZBACH
Funeral Home

Andrew M. Klotzbach FD, Supv.Andrew M. Klotzbach FD, Supv.
Joshua T. Klotzbach, FDJoshua T. Klotzbach, FD

610-948-7330610-948-7330
Washington St. at Sixth Ave., 

Royersford, PA

RIGHTWAY 
WATERPROOFING CO.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Chu
rch

Mem
ber

Disc
oun

ts

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

FOUNDATION REPAIR
MOLD REMEDIATION

1-888-5DRY-TECH
www.DryTechCorp.com

Neighboring Parishioner

610-327-3744
14 Quinter Street
Stowe, PA 19464

The Dependable 
Local Oil Company.
www.StoweOil.com

Grow your career with 
KenCrest and join our legacy!

Scan the QR code to locate 
jobs available in your area. 
Make a difference in 
people’s lives and in your 
own community.

Gama Printing Co.
Screenprinting - Embroidery

Stickers - Vinyls
Graphic Design

Custom Apparel - Headwear

markgama165@gmail.com

610-945-4263
@GamaPrintingCo

a

HOW YOU CAN HELP OUR COMMUNITY, HOW YOU CAN HELP OUR COMMUNITY, 
OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and show them 

the  app 
when you visit their establishments.

www.PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com1707 Fourth St. • Trenton, NJ 08638

Advertise your business in the 
Church Bulletin

• In print, online and interactive app

• Reaches parish families and     
    visitors each week

• Constant presence keeps a strong  
    link between you and customers

• Well-read publication - a trusted  
    source 

• Affordable Advertising – local,  
    targeted to community 

Tracey Rauh
Church Bulletin Representative

I’m here to help your business 
be noticed!

trauh@jppc.net | 610-405-6534
www.jppcadvertising.com

Jp JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc.
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SPRING-FORD FAMILY PRACTICE

WADE A. BROSIUS, D.O.
 SACRED HEART PARISHIONER

POTTSTOWN MEDICAL SPECIALISTS, INC.
307 S. LEWIS RD. ROYERSFORD, PA 19468

610-792-0300
FAX 610-792-3790

www.pottsmed.com

DEVLIN ROSMOS KEPP
& GATCHA

FUNERAL HOME
& Cremation Services, Inc.

George Michael T. Gatcha, Supervisor
Funeral Pre-PlanningFuneral Pre-Planning

517 S. Main St. at Fourth Ave.
Phoenixville 610-933-3012
www.GatchaFuneral.com

JAMES JOHNS
PAINTING

Deck Refi nishing • Power Washing
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
PARISHIONER

935-2924 • 948-2327

Bellinghieri & Sons

russell@bellinghieriandsons.com 610.948.9657
Russell Bellinghieri  MASONRY CONTRACTOR

STONE • CONCRETE • PAVERS
FIREPLACES • PATIOS • WALKWAYS

www.bellinghieriandsons.com

 HAINES AUTO 
 SERVICE INC.

 “Family Owned 
 Since 1969”

300 N. Lewis Rd., Royersford, PA 19468
610-948-9902

 HAI
 SER

 “

Dr. Paul G. Smith
Dr. John L. Lignelli II
Dr. James A. Ward
Dr. Donald E. Roland
www.pottstownoralsurgery.com

500 Heritage Drive, Pottstown, PA
610.326.7880

20 E. Philadelphia Ave. Boyertown, PA
610.367.6074

Fax: 610.326.5491

all that jazz dancewear
343 Main St.
Royersford

610-831-0800
atjdancewear.com

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

610-696-0100
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

Open Year Round
Family Owned & Operated

610-492-2908
handelsroyersford@gmail.com

Visit us on Facebook and Instagram for weekly specials
https://www.facebook.com/HandelsofRoyersford

CARING FOR THOSE 
WHO CARED FOR US

Greenfield is Home
Greenfield is Family

Now Hiring
Cooks, CNA & Direct Care Managers

300 Perkiomen Ave., Schwenksville
610.287.1822

Please contact Kiersten Rivel
krivel@greenfi eldseniorliving.com

Y O U R  C H O I C E  I N 
F U N E R A L  H O M E S

ROYERSFORD
329 N. Lewis Rd.

610-948-1950
Jason Pozar, Supv.

TRAPPE
595 Main St.
610-831-1940

Gregg S. Catagnus, Supv.

Cremation Center, LTD

www.CatagnusFuneralHomes.com

Celebrate any day with edible sweet treats and gifts.Celebrate any day with edible sweet treats and gifts.
325 10th Avenue
Royersford, PA 19468 
610-948-8600
Locally Owned and Operated

TAG & NOTARY SERVICES AVAILABLE! Collegeville Trappe
Tags & Notary

Collegevilllll illlll ill TTe Trappe
Tags & Notary

AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS 
MEDICARE • LIFE • HEALTH

212 W. Main St., Ste. 1
Trappe, PA 19426

(610) 489-9442
www.kellyins.com70 Buckwalter Rd., Royersford, PA 

610-553-6966

Paving & 
Sealcoating

DCS
www.DCS-PA.com

610-495-5700

Pottstown/Elverson Offices                         

610.396.5163 St. Eleanor 
Parishioner

DR. TIMOTHY GILL
INTERGRATED SURGICAL 

SPECIALISTS
SPORTS MEDICINE

ORTHOPEDICS
TREATING ALL CONDITIONS: OSTEOARTHRITIS,

TENDINITIS, FRACTURES & MORE

Phoenix Tax 
Consultants, LLC
The Tax Tacklers

  Tax Preparation 
     & Planning

Julie Brufke Wenger, EA
Neighboring Parishioner

610-933-3507
www.taxtacklers.com

$30 OFF New Clients | PROMO CODE CHURCH20 EXP 12/31/23                                                   

Your Local 
Flower 
Shop

75 North
Main St.

Spring City
474-369-8394

www.wildbloomsflorals.com

www.basementpanther.comwww.basementpanther.com

BASEMENT BASEMENT PANTHERPANTHER
WATERPROOFINGW

61061099499409300930
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