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Dear Parishioners, 
  
Advent is the period of four Sundays and typically four weeks before  
Christmas.  In 2023, the 4th Sunday of Advent falls on Christmas Eve!                  
Advent means 'Coming' in Latin. This is the coming of Jesus into the world.            
Christians use the four Sundays and weeks of Advent to prepare and remember 
the real meaning of Christmas. 
  
There are three meanings of 'coming' that Christians describe in Advent. The 
first, and most thought of, happened about 2000 years ago when Jesus came into 
the world as a baby to live as a man and die for us. The second can happen now 
as Jesus wants to come into our lives at this moment. And the third will happen 
in the future when Jesus comes back to the world as King and Judge, not a baby.  
Some people fast (abstain from all or some kinds of food or drink) during  
Advent to help them concentrate on preparing to celebrate Jesus's coming. 
  
Advent Candles 
One candle is lit on the first Sunday of Advent, two are lit on the second Sunday 
and so on. Each candle has a different meaning in Christianity.  Different 
churches have given them different meanings, but I was taught the following: 
· The first represents Isaiah and other prophets in the Bible that predicted the       

coming of Jesus. 
· The second represents the Bible. 
· The third represents Mary, the mother of Jesus. 
· The fourth represents John the Baptist, Jesus' cousin, who told the people in 

Israel to get ready for Jesus' teaching. 
  
The white tall candle represents Blessed Mary who brought Jesus into the 
world.  In many churches, the color purple is used to signify the season of  
Advent. On the third Sunday, representing Mary, the color is sometimes 
changed to pink or rose. 
I invite you to discover the beauty of Advent especially in your families. 
 
May God Bless You, Always, 
 
 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
838 Walnut Street  
P.O. Box 64  

Royersford, PA 19468  
(610) 948-5915     

Fax: (610) 948-0573 
   

CLERGY  
Reverend Tadeusz Gorka, Pastor  

Reverend Christopher Cooke,  
Weekend Assistant 

David Kubczak, Deacon   
 

DIRECTOR OF  
SACRED MUSIC 

Mrs. Milena Urban, C.A.G.O.   
milena@sacredheartroyersford.org 

 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

Susan Ciabattoni 
susanc@sacredheartroyersford.org 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Ann Marie Campbell 
religioused@sacredheartroyersford.org 

 
SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

Christine Klag 
christine.klag@sacredheartroyersford.org 

 
BULLETIN 
Cara Burrell 

carab@sacredheartroyersford.org 
- - - - - - - - - - - -  

HOLY CROSS REGIONAL  
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Mrs. Theresa Healy, Principal 
thealy@holycrossregionalschool.org 

(610) 489-9434, ext. 2225 
- - - - - - - - - - - -  

 
EUCHARISTIC  
ADORATION  

Open daily 7:30 AM to 7:30 PM  
 

THE HOLY SACRIFICE    
OF THE MASS  

MASS SCHEDULE  
 Saturday Vigil: 4:15 PM  
Sunday:  8 AM and 10 AM  

 Daily Mass: 8 AM (M-Sat)  
Rosary Recitation: 7:30 AM (M-Sat)  

 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE  
Monday - Saturday, at 7:30 AM 

Saturday at 3 PM and by                
appointment by calling  

 (610) 948-5915.  
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MON, Dec 11 Saint Damasus I - Pope 
8:00 AM MaryKay Gvodas 
  Requested by Bill Carroll and Pat Marquis 
 
TUES, Dec 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe  
8:00 AM          Luigi Tancredi  
  Requested by Family 
 
WED, Dec 13 Saint Lucy - Virgin and Martyr 
8:00 AM             MaryKay Gvodas 
  Requested by Joe and Marie Getley 
   
THUR, Dec 14 Saint John of the Cross -  
  Priest and Doctor of the Church 
8:00 AM Claudio Granese 
  Requested by The Porrecca Family 
   
FRI, Dec 15  
8:00 AM Alberta Hozyash 
  Requested by The Children of 
  Martin and Anne DePaoli 
 
SAT, Dec 16  
8:00 AM Al Stumpo 
  Requested by Dolores Forte 
 
4:15 PM Living Intentions 
  Requested by The Kashmere Family 
  
SUN, Dec 17 Third Sunday of Advent - Gaudete Sunday 
8:00 AM             Maureen Mink 
  Requested by The Machita Family 
       
10:00 AM Cecelia Harris 
  Requested by The Brosius Family 

Please pray for the sick of our parish and those that care for them. 
Kevin Schurr, Steven DiGuiseppe, Garrett Rogers, John Slanga, Kitty Heebner, Baby Briana, Tara Clarke,  
Aria Gessner, Dan Dordea, John Hoff, Max Good, Johanna McLaughlin, Helen Gallagher, Dex Volpe,  
Eileen Barone, Hank Edleman, Alex Stadelmaier, Jake Dailey, James McManus, Lauri Ronan, John Durante,  

Heather Murphy, Cecelia Ricci, Charlotte Cody, John Breslawski, Ed Reynolds, Steve Curll, Jackie Zabicki, Alyson Layser,  
Charles Crowder, Keith Garnett, Grace Giuffre, Patricia Berner, Elizabeth, Caroline, and Tommy Cummings, Orville Otis,  
Nancy McNamara, Patricia McMinn, Anna, Mary Jane Durante, Josephine, Madison D’Annunzio, Casey Glennon,  
the Gonzalez Family, Jimmy D'Annunzio, Annalies Frisco, Taylor O’Neill, Marissa and Enzo Fuentes, Mike Mehle,  
Genevieve Tuski, Deirdre Magolon, Rosemary Buchanan, Adrienne Eisenhauer, Doug Dunn, Sara Nyce, Moira Randazzo,  
Jim Bob and Barbara McEwen, Andrea and Jim McManus, Connie Udicious, Maureen Yust, Alfred DePaoli, Susan Krepps,  
and all the sick and suffering of the parish.  

We pray that God will bless you all with His healing hand.    
When your loved one recovers, please notify the Parish Office so we can offer a prayer of thanks!  

 

Growing up as an elementary school student,  I aƩended  
St. Joseph Parish School, in Bay City, MI, from 1962-1971. I was 
taught by the Dominican Sisters of Grand Rapid MI.  My high 
school years, I aƩended Bay City All Saints Central, from  
1971-1975.  I was taught by the Felician Sisters of Livonia, MI.  
 
At a very young age I learned, in the BalƟmore Catechism, that 
a Sacrament was an outward sign, insƟtuted by Jesus Christ 
that gives us grace. 
 
We know The Catholic Church has 7 Sacraments that were  
insƟtuted by Jesus Christ, that are found in the Bible, and  
have been passed down to us through the Apostolic TradiƟon 
of the Church. 
 
In the broadest sense, a sacrament can be any person, event, 
or thing through which we encounter God’s presence in a new 
and deeper way. A sunset, a period of quiet prayer, a storm, 
the birth of a child, an inƟmate conversaƟon with a close friend 
- all have the potenƟal for revealing God to us in new and 
deeper ways. 
 
In the broad sense, then, we can say that a sacramental  
experience is an encounter with God through human  
experience that somehow changes us. Virtually any human 
experience can provide us with such an encounter. 
 
However, in the Church’s 7 Sacraments, we experience God’s 
grace. God’s grace in the Sacraments is the giŌ of God’s love 
and presence, for us,  into which we grow in our faith and  
empowers us to live good ChrisƟan lives. 
 
Have a wonderful week, as we conƟnue to prepare for Christ’s 
second coming, and the NaƟvity of our Lord and Savior during 
this Advent season. 
 
Deacon Dave 

World Day of Sanctification of Priests: 
On Dec 4th, the priests of the Archdiocese of  
Philadelphia assembled for prayer and reflection on the 
Sacred Priesthood. Please continue to pray for all priests 
of the Archdiocese, as well as Deacon Greg, using the 
following prayer from the Roman Missal:  

Lord our God, who in governing your people make use of the ministry of Priests, grant to these men a  
persevering obedience to your will, so that by their ministry and life they may gain glory for you in Christ. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen 
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Next Adult Faith FormaƟon MeeƟng:  

Led by parishioner, Ed Kashmere. 
Join us for a casual discussion in the Café to  

discuss and reignite our passion for our Faith.   
Dec 13th, 6:30pm 

 
Visit our website for new informaƟon on the   

Revival Congress!  Daily schedule, theme,  
speakers, etc…Plus blogs and videos! 

www.sacredheartroyersford.org/revival 

Visit our website for informaƟon about Advent; including history, prayers , blessing of an Advent Wreath, videos, and 
acƟviƟes for families!  ww.sacredheartroyersford.org/advent 
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SPRINGFORD VETERANS MEMORIAL 
Help us locate those who have lived in the Springford 
area and/or currently living in our area that served our 
country from 1950 on.  Complete the plaque form to be 
on the Wall.  DonaƟons also accepted.     

hƩps://svmemorial.org/ 

The PAWS Program at Pope John Paul II 
High School supports the individual 
needs of students with learning  

differences through instruction and academic  
accommodations. We will be hosting an  
information session about the program on  
Thursday, January 11 at 6:00PM in the Panthers’ 
Learning Center at PJP to outline the program 
objectives, enrollment process, fees, and  
financial aid opportunities. Individual meetings 
and tours are also available.  
To register, please contact Mr. Joseph Rogers, 
Director of Academic Support, jrogers@pjphs.org  

AƩenƟon PREP Families:  We invite you to bring in the baby Jesus from your NaƟvity to be blessed by Father during PREP Classes 
on Dec 17th.  Please use discreƟon with valuable pieces.   

Winter Break is December 24 and 31.  There will be no classes on those days.  Class resumes on Jan 7th.  We hope you 
will join us at Sacred Heart for Mass during the Christmas Season.  Advent prepares us for the coming of our Lord and 
Christmas celebrates His arrival!  We have much to be joyful about! 
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Other News and Events 

· Pray For My Priest:  Adopt a Philadelphia Priest Today!  We seek to provide each priest with a Spiritual Mother, who will    
commit to anonymously adopt him and pray for him and his vocation as long as she lives. In the spirit of holy detachment, the 
spiritual mother knows who her priest son is; however, he will not know her identity until her death. The form can be found 
at: stmariagoretti.net/spiritual-motherhood/. Questions: Rosemary Doyle at rdoylerd@comcast.net, 215-368-5875 or                  
Maria Richardson at marichar@comcast.net, 215-721- 6559     

· Advent Day of Recollection, “The O Antiphons”: Dec 16th, 9am-3:30pm. Drexel Hall, Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter       
and Paul, Philadelphia (free parking available). All are welcome, lay, religious and clergy;                                                                  
Contact Sr. Gabrielle Mary to register at sr.gbraccio@archphila.org or 215-587-3795.    

· Living Drive-thru Nativity: Dec 16th, 7:00-9:00pm. Free!  On the grounds of Nativity of Our Lord Parish. 605 West Street Rd., 
Warminster, PA 18974. More info: Ann Marie Gervino, agervino@noolp.org    

· Come & See Discernment Opportunities: Online and in person for men who are considering a vocation. Visit the St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary to see what seminary life is like and explore a possible call to the priesthood. To register, go to: 
heedthecall.org/comeandsee, or contact Fr. Friel, Vocation Director: fr.dfriel@archphila.org. High School Men:  Jan 20-21, 2024. 

 The Sacred Heart Pro-Life Group will NOT have a December meeƟng.  MeeƟngs will resume in the 
new year starƟng January 10th, 2024.   

Sacred Heart will once again be providing  
assistance to those in need this Christmas!   
This year we will assist St. Mary’s Shelter, 

Birthright, My Brother’s Place, and the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society in the form of giŌ cards. 
If interested, please take an ornament from the Christmas 
tree located in the Fellowship Café and purchase a giŌ card 
in denominaƟons $25 or less, to the store indicated on the 
ornament.  
GiŌ cards may be placed in the collecƟon basket at Mass or 

dropped off or mailed to the parish office.  
The deadline for donaƟons is Sunday, December 17th.         

QuesƟons? Contact Michelle Palumbo  
484-213-0449  

Thank you in advance for your generosity! 

Neumann Scholarship Announcement Marks 13th Winner in 12 Years! 
On Wednesday, November 29th, the Connelly Foundation announced this year’s recipients of the prestigious 
Neumann Scholarship. Over 400 students qualiÞed to be considered for this award and only 52 recipients 
were announced. This year Holy Cross Regional Catholic School congratulates, 8th grade student,  
Nolan Beatty for receiving this incredible award. This scholarship provides recipients with a 4-year, full  
tuition scholarship to an Archdiocesan High School. Along with the tuition award, the Connelly Foundation 
provides mentorship throughout the recipients’ high school years. We are so proud of Nolan for his 
achievement. This marks the 13th winner of this award in the last 12 years at Holy Cross Regional School. 
The dedication to academic excellence of our students and teachers is amazing. We are grateful to the  
Connelly Foundation for this honor. Congratulations, Nolan! 

COMING SOON - JANUARY 2024! 
REGISTRATION FOR THE 2024-25  

SCHOOL YEAR: PRE-K (4) - 8th Grade 

· Safe, Christ-centered         
Environment 

· Full-day Pre-K (4) through 8th 
grade 

· After-school CARES Program 
· Advanced Honors Math 
· Accelerated Reading Program 
 
*STREAM: Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, 

Art, Math 

· Chromebooks for all 4th - 8th 
grade students  

· State-of-the-Art Innovation 
Station for STREAM* learning 

· Middle States Accredited 
· Interactive Panels in all    

classrooms 

Holy Cross is Seeking Marketing Volunteers 
Holy Cross is looking for you to share your time and talent 
to help keep our school one of the premier Catholic schools 
in our area.  Please contact Susan Mollahan, Advancement    
Director, (smollahan@hcrc.school) to learn more.  

Especially experience in the areas of: 
 
· Digital marketing 
· Website development 
· SEO 
· Content creation (writing, 

blogging, podcasting) 
 

 

· Social media platforms 
· Event planning 
· Graphic design               

(Adobe Creative Suite) 
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Your Parish Funeral Home
  Charles H. Shalkop, F.D. (1916-1995)

Robert W. Strunk, Jr. F.D.
Supervisor, Parishioner of St. Joseph

135 Bridge Street
Spring City, PA 19475
(610) 948-7672(610) 948-7672

SHALKOP GRACE STRUNK
FUNERAL HOME

AND CREMATION SERVICES, INC.

CATTERMOLE-
KLOTZBACH
Funeral Home

Andrew M. Klotzbach FD, Supv.Andrew M. Klotzbach FD, Supv.
Joshua T. Klotzbach, FDJoshua T. Klotzbach, FD

610-948-7330610-948-7330
Washington St. at Sixth Ave., 

Royersford, PA

RIGHTWAY 
WATERPROOFING CO.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

FOUNDATION REPAIR
MOLD REMEDIATION

1-888-5DRY-TECH
www.DryTechCorp.com

Neighboring Parishioner

610-327-3744
14 Quinter Street
Stowe, PA 19464

The Dependable 
Local Oil Company.
www.StoweOil.com

CALL 
484.200.8320

Special Savings Offer for All Parish Members!

PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com

* Valid thru December 31, 2023. Valid on advance planning cemetery space purchases only in specific areas of the cemetery. See location 
manager for details. Monthly payment is subject to down payment, interest rate and term. Minimum of 5% down payment required. Cannot be 
combined with other offers. Excludes prior purchases. Vault and Opening and Closing required for Burial. Limit 10 cemetery spaces per family.

10%
Advance Planning helps save families from  

emotional and financial burdens at the time of death!

DISCOUNT ON 
BURIAL SPACE*

CONTACT ME
Tracey Rauh

trauh@jppc.net
(610) 405-6534

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!
check out the latest offerings by 

your bulletin sponsors 

by downloading 
our free app

...our 
bulletin 

look good!

Thank an advertiser! 

Let them know you saw their ad 
in the weekly church bulletin!

Our 
advertisers

make... 
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SPRING-FORD FAMILY PRACTICE

WADE A. BROSIUS, D.O.
 SACRED HEART PARISHIONER

POTTSTOWN MEDICAL SPECIALISTS, INC.
307 S. LEWIS RD. ROYERSFORD, PA 19468

610-792-0300
FAX 610-792-3790

www.pottsmed.com

DEVLIN-GATCHA
FUNERAL HOME

& Cremation Services, Inc.

George Michael T. Gatcha, Supervisor
Funeral Pre-PlanningFuneral Pre-Planning

517 S. Main St. at Fourth Ave.
Phoenixville 610-933-3012
www.GatchaFuneral.com

JAMES JOHNS
PAINTING

Deck Refi nishing • Power Washing
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
PARISHIONER

935-2924 • 948-2327

Bellinghieri & Sons

russell@bellinghieriandsons.com 610.948.9657
Russell Bellinghieri  MASONRY CONTRACTOR

STONE • CONCRETE • PAVERS
FIREPLACES • PATIOS • WALKWAYS

www.bellinghieriandsons.com

 HAINES AUTO 
 SERVICE INC.

 “Family Owned 
 Since 1969”

300 N. Lewis Rd., Royersford, PA 19468
610-948-9902

HAI
SER

“

Dr. Paul G. Smith
Dr. John L. Lignelli II
Dr. James A. Ward
Dr. Donald E. Roland
www.pottstownoralsurgery.com

500 Heritage Drive, Pottstown, PA
610.326.7880

20 E. Philadelphia Ave. Boyertown, PA
610.367.6074

Fax: 610.326.5491

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

610-696-0100
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

Open Year Round
Family Owned & Operated

610-492-2908
handelsroyersford@gmail.com

Visit us on Facebook and Instagram for weekly specials
https://www.facebook.com/HandelsofRoyersford

Y O U R  C H O I C E  I N 
F U N E R A L  H O M E S

ROYERSFORD
329 N. Lewis Rd.

610-948-1950
Gregg S. Catagnus, Supv.

TRAPPE
595 Main St.
610-831-1940

Michael M. Kinney, Supv.

Cremation Center, LTD

www.CatagnusFuneralHomes.com

TAG & NOTARY SERVICES AVAILABLE! Collegeville Trappe
Tags & Notary

Collegevilllll illlll ill TTe Trappe
Tags & Notary

AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS 
MEDICARE • LIFE • HEALTH

212 W. Main St., Ste. 1
Trappe, PA 19426

(610) 489-9442
www.kellyins.com

70 Buckwalter Rd., Royersford, PA 
610-553-6966

Pottstown/Elverson Offices                         

610.396.5163 St. Eleanor 
Parishioner

DR. TIMOTHY GILL
INTERGRATED SURGICAL 

SPECIALISTS
SPORTS MEDICINE

ORTHOPEDICS
TREATING ALL CONDITIONS: OSTEOARTHRITIS,

TENDINITIS, FRACTURES & MORE

Your Local 
Flower 
Shop

75 North
Main St.

Spring City
474-369-8394

www.wildbloomsflorals.com

www.basementpanther.comwww.basementpanther.com

BASEMENT BASEMENT PANTHERPANTHER
WATERPROOFINGW

61061099499409300930

United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 
BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657

info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your 

email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828

to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Mallory’s
Army

Foundation

RIDESHARE ZONE
S

A

M

I
#WHATSMYNAME

toptop

sksk

atchatch

nformnform

Plumbing and Drain Experts 
WE SPECIALIZE IN ALL PLUMBING & DRAINS

Water Conditioning • Sewer Replacements
Sewer Lining • Camera Inspections

Toilets • Water Heaters • Pumps

610-489-2717
www.PaPlumbingAndDrains.com
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