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SACRED HEART CHURCH 
838 Walnut Street  
P.O. Box 64  

Royersford, PA 19468  
(610) 948-5915     

Fax: (610) 948-0573 
   

CLERGY  
Reverend Tadeusz Gorka, Pastor  

Reverend Christopher Cooke,  
Weekend Assistant 

David Kubczak, Deacon   
 

DIRECTOR OF  
SACRED MUSIC 

Mrs. Milena Urban, C.A.G.O.   
milena@sacredheartroyersford.org 

 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

Susan Ciabattoni 
susanc@sacredheartroyersford.org 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Ann Marie Campbell 
religioused@sacredheartroyersford.org 

 
SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

Christine Klag 
christine.klag@sacredheartroyersford.org 

 
BULLETIN 
Cara Burrell 

carab@sacredheartroyersford.org 
- - - - - - - - - - - -  

HOLY CROSS REGIONAL  
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Mrs. Theresa Healy, Principal 
thealy@holycrossregionalschool.org 

(610) 489-9434, ext. 2225 
- - - - - - - - - - - -  

 
EUCHARISTIC  
ADORATION  

Open daily 7:30 AM to 7:30 PM  
 

THE HOLY SACRIFICE    
OF THE MASS  

MASS SCHEDULE  
 Saturday Vigil: 4:15 PM  
Sunday:  8 AM and 10 AM  

 Daily Mass: 8 AM (M-Sat)  
Rosary Recitation: 7:30 AM (M-Sat)  

 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE  
Monday - Saturday, at 7:30 AM 

Saturday at 3 PM and by                
appointment by calling  

 (610) 948-5915.  

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Christmas gathers us in the company of our loved ones, in order to remember 
and thus participate in this great event of the Nativity of Jesus Christ in a sense 
of love, trust, and security. 
  
Jesus Christ, the Most Holy Redeemer, came to give man the certainty that he is 
loved, that he is needed. 
  
Remembering this historic event on this Great Family Feast, we wish to  
immerse ourselves in this Great Mystery of God's Love for man. We do it  
only so that at least a little of what happened there would become our share. 
  
Therefore, you rejoice in this great joy that the Prince of Peace, of Justice has 
been announced 

"... He was born to us..." 
  
I dare to make such ordinary and simple wishes: 
  

May Peace and Trust be ours. 
Let Love be our experience every day. 
May the feeling that we are needed never leave us. 
And above all, God bless us, 
To share all this with those who lack it every day. 

  
To all of you and your families, I extend the greetings of each of us here at  
Sacred Heart.  Know that each of you is in our prayers and thoughts this  
holy season, and our wish is that your hearts may know the joy of the presence 
of the Newborn King.  May the Virgin Mary and her Infant Son, Jesus, the King 
of Peace, fill your hearts and lives and homes with abundant blessings  
at Christmas and throughout the New Year! 
  
Merry Christmas and a Happy, Grace-filled New Year! 
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MON, Dec 25 The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas  
8:30 AM - 
 
10:30 AM - 
 
TUES, Dec 26 Saint Stephen - The First Martyr  
8:00 AM          Michael Gorman  
  Requested by Cousins, Mary and Ann 
 
WED, Dec 27 Saint John - Apostle and Evangelist 
8:00 AM     Colleen Murray 
  Requested by Shannon Dougherty Meyer 
   
THUR, Dec 28 The Holy Innocents - Martyrs 
8:00 AM Special Intention 
   
FRI, Dec 29 Saint Thomas Becket - Bishop and Marty  
8:00 AM Special Intention 
 
SAT, Dec 30  
8:00 AM Annie (DePietropaolo) DePaoli 
  Requested by the Children of  
  Martin and Anne DePaoli 
 
4:15 PM Charles “Chick” Kieffer 
  Requested by Sharon Rossetti 
  
SUN, Dec 31 The Holy Family of  
  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
8:00 AM          Daniel and Rita Mesaros 
  Requested by Dan and Christine,  
  and Family 
       
10:00 AM Dylan Unruh 
  Requested by Edwin and Vvallj Unruh 
 
4:15 PM Daria Riesberg 
  Nancy, Lynne, and Dani Kushner 

Please pray for the sick of our parish and those that care for them. 
Kevin Schurr, Steven DiGuiseppe, Garrett Rogers, John Slanga, Kitty Heebner, Baby Briana, Tara Clarke,  
Aria Gessner, Dan Dordea, John Hoff, Max Good, Johanna McLaughlin, Helen Gallagher, Dex Volpe, Eileen Barone, 
Hank Edleman, Alex Stadelmaier, Jake Dailey, James McManus, Lauri Ronan, John Durante, Cecelia Ricci,  

Charlotte Cody, John Breslawski, Ed Reynolds, Steve Curll, Jackie Zabicki, Alyson Layser, Charles Crowder, Keith Garnett,  
Grace Giuffre, Patricia Berner, Elizabeth, Caroline, and Tommy Cummings, Orville Otis, Nancy McNamara, Patricia McMinn,  
Anna, Mary Jane Durante, Josephine, Madison D’Annunzio, Casey Glennon, the Gonzalez Family, Jimmy D'Annunzio,  
Annalies Frisco, Taylor O’Neill, Marissa and Enzo Fuentes, Mike Mehle, Genevieve Tuski, Deirdre Magolon, Rosemary Buchanan, 
Adrienne Eisenhauer, Doug Dunn, Moira Randazzo, Jim Bob and Barbara McEwen, Andrea and Jim McManus, Connie Udicious, 
Maureen Yust, Alfred DePaoli, Susan Krepps, and all the sick and suffering of the parish.  

We pray that God will bless you all with His healing hand.    
When your loved one recovers, please notify the Parish Office so we can offer a prayer of thanks!  

 
 
ThoseÊwhoÊfirstÊfollowedÊJesusÊencounteredÊGodÊandÊGod’sÊ
presenceÊinÊaÊnewÊwayÊthroughÊhisÊhumanÊpresence.ÊJesusÊ
was,ÊforÊthemÊ-ÊandÊisÊforÊusÊ-ÊtheÊsacramentÊofÊGod. ÊInÊ 
Jesus,ÊweÊencounterÊGodÊandÊGod’sÊpresence.ÊJesusÊisÊtheÊ
oneÊgreatÊsacramentÊthroughÊwhichÊallÊotherÊsacramentsÊ
makeÊsense. 
 
“InÊtheÊbeginningÊwasÊtheÊWord,ÊandÊtheÊWordÊwasÊwithÊ
God.ÊAndÊtheÊWordÊbecameÊfleshÊandÊmadeÊhisÊdwellingÊ
amongÊus,ÊandÊweÊsawÊhisÊglory,ÊtheÊgloryÊasÊofÊtheÊFather’sÊ
onlyÊSon,ÊfullÊofÊgraceÊandÊtruth.” Ê(JohnÊ1:1,Ê14) 
 
Tomorrow,ÊweÊwillÊbeÊcelebra ngÊChristmas,ÊtheÊ 
Na vityÊofÊOurÊLordÊandÊSaviorÊJesusÊChrist.ÊPonderÊandÊ 
reflectÊonÊtheÊgreatestÊgi ÊGodÊhasÊgivenÊtoÊus,ÊJesusÊourÊ
LordÊandÊSavior. ÊJesus,ÊtheÊWordÊmadeÊflesh,ÊwhoÊofferedÊ
hisÊlifeÊfreelyÊonÊtheÊcrossÊforÊourÊsinsÊandÊtheÊsinsÊofÊtheÊ
wholeÊworld,ÊsoÊthatÊoneÊday,ÊweÊmayÊbeÊcalledÊtoÊourÊ 
eternalÊhomeÊinÊheavenÊthatÊawaitsÊus,ÊandÊhasÊbeenÊ 
preparedÊforÊusÊbyÊJesus. 
 
WishingÊallÊofÊyou,ÊandÊyourÊfamilies,Ê 
aÊBlessedÊandÊMerryÊChristmas.ÊÊ  DeaconÊDave 
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Saint Devotions 
Dec 26 - St. Stephen 

We give you thanks, O Lord of 
glory, for the example of the 
first martyr who looked up to 
heaven and prayed for his  
persecutors to Your Son Jesus 
Christ, who stands at Your right 
hand, where He lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, in 
glory everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Dec 27 - St. John 
Merciful Lord, we beseech Thee to cast Thy 
bright beams of light upon Thy Church, that 
it being enlightened by the doctrine of Thy 
blessed Apostle and Evangelist Saint John 
may so walk in the light of Thy truth, that it 
may at length attain to the light of everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Dec 29 - St. Thomas Becket 
O God, for the sake of whose 
Church the glorious Bishop 
Thomas fell by the sword of 
ungodly men: grant, we  
beseech Thee, that all who  
implore his aid, may obtain the 
good fruit of his petition. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Who lives and reigns with Thee in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen.  
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A well-known story about St. John the Evangelist relates how  
someone tried to kill him by poisoning a goblet of wine from which 
he was to drink. The Apostle blessed the wine and the poison  
slithered out in the form of a snake. 
 
Hence, a common parish tradition on St. John’s feast day  
(December 27th) is the blessing of wine. The blessed wine is known 
as “St. John’s Love” due to the great love that St. John had for Our 
Lord.  We see this love in St. John’s Gospel, where he often speaks 
of God’s love. John 3:16 reads: “For God so loved the world that He 
sent His only Son, that whoever believes in Him might have eternal 
life.”  Again, in John’s recounting of the Last Supper, he says:  
“…having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them unto 
the end.”  St. John himself was the only Apostle to stay with Our 
Lord throughout His entire Passion and death. 
 
“St. John’s Love” is traditionally shared by families on the feast and 
on days of festivity or need throughout the year. They may add a bit 
to all the wine in the family wine cellar. Newly-married couples  
traditionally have a sip after the wedding Mass, and the sick and  
dying partake as well. 

Christmas meÊinÊtheÊ 
CatholicÊChurchÊfallsÊ 
betweenÊtwoÊmajorÊ 
Chris anÊFeasts:Ê 

theÊNa vityÊonÊChristmasÊDayÊandÊEpiphanyÊ(JanÊ6),ÊwhichÊisÊ
celebratedÊonÊtheÊSundayÊa erÊJanuaryÊ6ÊatÊMassÊinÊtheÊU.S.Ê
CatholicÊChurch.ÊÊ(JanÊ7,Ê2024ÊthisÊyear). 
Ê 
WhatÊthatÊmeansÊis,ÊonÊDecemberÊ25th,ÊwhenÊweÊcelebrateÊ
Christmas,ÊweÊareÊJUSTÊbeginningÊtheÊChristmasÊSeasonÊinÊtheÊ
CatholicÊChurch!ÊÊ 
 
TheÊOctaveÊofÊChristmasÊÊincludesÊtheÊeightÊdaysÊbetweenÊ
ChristmasÊDayÊandÊJanuaryÊ1,ÊwhichÊisÊbothÊtheÊSolemnityÊofÊ
Mary,ÊtheÊMotherÊofÊGod,ÊandÊNewÊYear’sÊDay.  
 
WhenÊweÊsingÊ“TheÊ12ÊDaysÊofÊChristmas”,ÊtheÊsongÊisÊreferringÊ
toÊtheÊ12ÊdaysÊbetweenÊChristmasÊDayÊandÊEpiphany.ÊTheÊ“12Ê
Days”ÊlikelyÊhadÊpre-ChristianÊroots,ÊthoughÊtheÊtermÊwasÊ 
likelyÊadaptedÊtoÊfitÊtheÊChurchÊcalendarÊinÊcelebrationÊofÊtheÊ
Nativity.ÊTraditionÊalsoÊholdsÊthatÊtheÊThreeÊKings’ÊjourneyÊtoÊ
meetÊtheÊbabyÊJesusÊwasÊtwelveÊdays.  
 
AndÊthatÊbringsÊusÊtoÊEpiphany.ÊÊEpiphanyÊisÊtheÊcelebrationÊofÊ
theÊrevelationÊofÊJesusÊasÊtheÊSonÊofÊGodÊ-ÊhereÊ
onÊearthÊwithÊus.ÊTheÊfeastÊisÊ 
also known asÊ“ThreeÊKingsÊDay,”ÊtheÊdayÊtheÊ
MagiÊvisitedÊJesusÊinÊBethlehem.  

St.ÊAloysiusÊChurch 
223ÊBeechÊSt,ÊPo stownÊ 
Fri.ÊJanÊ5,Ê2004ÊatÊ7:00Êpm 
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Other News and Events 

 Martin Saints Classical High School Open House: January 28th, 2024, 1:00 - 3:00 pm.  Martin Saints is a private Catholic high 
school currently located in Oreland, PA and moving to the campus of St. Titus parish in East Norriton in Summer 2024. As a 
member of the Chesterton Schools Network, MSC provides a rigorous, integrated curriculum taught through the lens of the     
Catholic faith.  Come and visit us to learn more.  3006 Keenwood Road, East Norriton, PA 19403.                                                       
Register: www.whymsc.org/admission/#events 

 Pray For My Priest:  Adopt a Philadelphia Priest Today!  We seek to provide each priest with a Spiritual Mother, who will    
commit to anonymously adopt him and pray for him and his vocation as long as she lives. In the spirit of holy detachment, the 
spiritual mother knows who her priest son is; however, he will not know her identity until her death. The form can be found 
at: stmariagoretti.net/spiritual-motherhood/. Questions: Rosemary Doyle at rdoylerd@comcast.net, 215-368-5875 or                  
Maria Richardson at marichar@comcast.net, 215-721- 6559     

 Come & See Discernment Opportunities: Online and in person for men who are considering a vocation. Visit the St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary to see what seminary life is like and explore a possible call to the priesthood. To register, go to: 
heedthecall.org/comeandsee, or contact Fr. Friel, Vocation Director: fr.dfriel@archphila.org. High School Men:  Jan 20-21, 2024. 

 St. Patrick’s All Year Reunion: March 23, 2024, 6 - 10 PM.  Embassy Room. 1489 DeKalb Pike, Blue Bell. $50 per person   
includes roast beef, meatballs, penne, dessert, beer and soda.  Bring your own wine!                                                                     
Reserve Your Ticket: Santangelob1@verizon.net and mail checks to: Barbara Santangelo 1202 W. Elm St. Norristown, PA 19401. 

 Hope in Christ: Spiritual Support for Addiction: archphila.org/hope10 
 Events for Teens: https://phillyomy.org/events/ 
 Young Adult Groups & Events: phillyyam.org/events 

COMING SOON - JANUARY 2024!   
REGISTRATION FOR THE 2024-25 SCHOOL YEAR: PRE-K (4) - 8th Grade 

 Safe, Christ-centered Environment 
 Full-day Pre-K (4) through 8th grade 
 After-school CARES Program 
 Advanced Honors Math 
 Accelerated Reading Program 

 
*STREAM: Science, Technology, Religion,  

Engineering, Art, Math 

 Chromebooks for all 4th - 8th grade students  
 State-of-the-Art Innovation Station for 
STREAM* learning 

 Middle States Accredited 
 Interactive Panels in all classrooms 

 
A en onÊPREPÊFamilies:ÊÊNOÊCLASSESÊDecemberÊ24ÊandÊ31ÊforÊourÊWinterÊBreak.ÊÊClassÊresumesÊonÊJanÊ7th.ÊÊ 

Saturday,ÊJanuaryÊ27,Ê2024.ÊÊ9:15ÊAMÊ-Ê2:30ÊPMÊÊ
(SnowÊdate:ÊFebruaryÊ3) 
MassÊavailableÊatÊ8:30Êam 

RegisterÊHere:Êh ps://archphila.org/support/ 
St.ÊCeciliaÊParishÊAuditoriumÊ 
535ÊRhawnÊStreetÊPhiladelphia,ÊPAÊ19111Ê 
Cost:Ê$25ÊperÊperson.ÊÊMorningÊcoffeeÊandÊlunchÊisÊincluded.Ê 
Presenter:ÊDaveÊEckert,ÊMDiv,ÊCPRPÊDirectorÊofÊIntersectÊNetworkÊ 

Sunday, January 28th 
Join us for an OPEN HOUSE for 
NEW  prospective families. More 

details to follow.   

Catholic Schools Week 2024   

Sunday, January 28 -              
Saturday, February 3 

We Celebrate Christmas at Holy Cross  
Our 2nd through 4th graders performed a Christmas pageant at St. Eleanor Church on Monday, December 
18th. Our 7th grade students prayerfully presented the Christmas Tableau on Friday, December 22nd, after 
our 9:00 am school Mass. Both events were wonderful ways for our students to connect with the story of 
Jesus’ birth at Christmas. All our students worked very hard in preparation for these special reflections on 
the Nativity story. We wish all our school families a Blessed Christmas. 
 
We also would like to extend our warmest wishes to our parish families for a very  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! May the joy and peace that comes from Christmas stay with all of 
you throughout the new year!    

Happy New Year 2024 
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Your Parish Funeral Home
  Charles H. Shalkop, F.D. (1916-1995)

Robert W. Strunk, Jr. F.D.
Supervisor, Parishioner of St. Joseph

135 Bridge Street
Spring City, PA 19475
(610) 948-7672(610) 948-7672

SHALKOP GRACE STRUNK
FUNERAL HOME

AND CREMATION SERVICES, INC.

CATTERMOLE-
KLOTZBACH
Funeral Home

Andrew M. Klotzbach FD, Supv.Andrew M. Klotzbach FD, Supv.
Joshua T. Klotzbach, FDJoshua T. Klotzbach, FD

610-948-7330610-948-7330
Washington St. at Sixth Ave., 

Royersford, PA

RIGHTWAY 
WATERPROOFING CO.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

FOUNDATION REPAIR
MOLD REMEDIATION

1-888-5DRY-TECH
www.DryTechCorp.com

Neighboring Parishioner

610-327-3744
14 Quinter Street
Stowe, PA 19464

The Dependable 
Local Oil Company.
www.StoweOil.com

CALL
484.200.8320

Special Savings Offer for All Parish Members!

PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com

*Valid thru December 31, 2023. Valid on advance planning cemetery space purchases only in specific areas of the cemetery. See location 
manager for details. Monthly payment is subject to down payment, interest rate and term. Minimum of 5% down payment required. Cannot be 
combined with other offers. Excludes prior purchases. Vault and Opening and Closing required for Burial. Limit 10 cemetery spaces per family.

10%
Advance Planning helps save families from 

emotional and financial burdens at the time of death!

DISCOUNT ON 
BURIAL SPACE*

CONTACT ME
Tracey Rauh

trauh@jppc.net
(610) 405-6534

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!

RIDESHARE ZONE
S

A

M

I
#WHATSMYNAME

toptop

sksk

atchatch

nformnform

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support

...our 
bulletin 

look good!

Thank an advertiser! 

Let them know you saw their ad 
in the weekly church bulletin!

Our 
advertisers

make... 
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SPRING-FORD FAMILY PRACTICE

WADE A. BROSIUS, D.O.
 SACRED HEART PARISHIONER

POTTSTOWN MEDICAL SPECIALISTS, INC.
307 S. LEWIS RD. ROYERSFORD, PA 19468

610-792-0300
FAX 610-792-3790

www.pottsmed.com

DEVLIN-GATCHA
FUNERAL HOME

& Cremation Services, Inc.

George Michael T. Gatcha, Supervisor
Funeral Pre-PlanningFuneral Pre-Planning

517 S. Main St. at Fourth Ave.
Phoenixville 610-933-3012
www.GatchaFuneral.com

JAMES JOHNS
PAINTING

Deck Refi nishing • Power Washing
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
PARISHIONER

935-2924 • 948-2327

Bellinghieri & Sons

russell@bellinghieriandsons.com 610.948.9657
Russell Bellinghieri  MASONRY CONTRACTOR

STONE • CONCRETE • PAVERS
FIREPLACES • PATIOS • WALKWAYS

www.bellinghieriandsons.com

 HAINES AUTO 
 SERVICE INC.

 “Family Owned 
 Since 1969”

300 N. Lewis Rd., Royersford, PA 19468
610-948-9902

HAI
SER

“

Dr. Paul G. Smith
Dr. John L. Lignelli II
Dr. James A. Ward
Dr. Donald E. Roland
www.pottstownoralsurgery.com

500 Heritage Drive, Pottstown, PA
610.326.7880

20 E. Philadelphia Ave. Boyertown, PA
610.367.6074

Fax: 610.326.5491

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

610-696-0100
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

Open Year Round
Family Owned & Operated

610-492-2908
handelsroyersford@gmail.com

Visit us on Facebook and Instagram for weekly specials
https://www.facebook.com/HandelsofRoyersford

Y O U R  C H O I C E  I N 
F U N E R A L  H O M E S

ROYERSFORD
329 N. Lewis Rd.

610-948-1950
Gregg S. Catagnus, Supv.

TRAPPE
595 Main St.
610-831-1940

Michael M. Kinney, Supv.

Cremation Center, LTD

www.CatagnusFuneralHomes.com

TAG & NOTARY SERVICES AVAILABLE! Collegeville Trappe
Tags & Notary

Collegevilllll illlll ill TTe Trappe
Tags & Notary

AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS 
MEDICARE • LIFE • HEALTH

212 W. Main St., Ste. 1
Trappe, PA 19426

(610) 489-9442
www.kellyins.com

70 Buckwalter Rd., Royersford, PA 
610-553-6966

Pottstown/Elverson Offices                         

610.396.5163 St. Eleanor 
Parishioner

DR. TIMOTHY GILL
INTERGRATED SURGICAL 

SPECIALISTS
SPORTS MEDICINE

ORTHOPEDICS
TREATING ALL CONDITIONS: OSTEOARTHRITIS,

TENDINITIS, FRACTURES & MORE

Your Local 
Flower 
Shop

75 North
Main St.

Spring City
474-369-8394

www.wildbloomsflorals.com

www.basementpanther.comwww.basementpanther.com

BASEMENT BASEMENT PANTHERPANTHER
WATERPROOFINGW

61061099499409300930

United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 
BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657

info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your 

email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828

to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Mallory’s
Army

Foundation
Plumbing and Drain Experts 

WE SPECIALIZE IN ALL PLUMBING & DRAINS

Water Conditioning • Sewer Replacements
Sewer Lining • Camera Inspections

Toilets • Water Heaters • Pumps

610-489-2717
www.PaPlumbingAndDrains.com

Phoenix Tax 
Consultants, LLC
The Tax Tacklers

  Tax Preparation 
     & Planning

Julie Brufke Wenger, EA
Neighboring Parishioner

610-933-3507
www.taxtacklers.com

$30 OFF New Clients | PROMO CODE CHURCH20 EXP 12/31/24                              
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