
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2023 
 

Day 6, Just as you did it to one of the least of these...you did it to me. 
 
Scripture 
 
Ezekiel 34:15-20, I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak. 
 
Matthew 25:31-40, I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me. 
 
Meditation 
In the Gospel of Matthew, we are reminded that we cannot separate our love for 
God from our love for others. We love God when we feed the hungry, give the 
thirsty something to drink, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, care for the 
sick and visit the prisoner. When we care for and serve “one of the least of 
these,” we are caring for and serving Christ himself. 

The years 2020 and 2021 made visible the immense suffering among God’s 
family members. The world-wide Covid-19 pandemic, along with economic, 
educational and environmental disparities, impacted us in ways that will take 
decades to repair. It exposed individual and collective suffering throughout the 
world and brought Christians together in love, empathy and solidarity. Meanwhile, 
in Minnesota, the murder of George Floyd by police officer Derek Chauvin 
exposed continued racial injustice. Floyd’s cry of “I can’t breathe” was also the 
cry of many suffering under the weight of both the pandemic and oppression. 

God calls us to honor the sacredness and dignity of each member of God’s 
family. Caring for, serving and loving others reveals not who they are, but who we 
are. As Christians, we must be unified in our responsibility to love and care for 
others, as we are cared for and loved by God. In so doing, we live out our shared 
faith through our actions in service to the world. 

 
Prayer 
God of love, We thank you for your unending care and love for us. Help us to sing 
redemption songs. Open wide our hearts to receive your love and to extend your 
compassion to the whole of the human family. We pray in Jesus' name. Amen. 

  


