




Stations of the Cross will be each Friday of Lent at 11 :30 

am followed by Mass at 12. 

We have printed programs for the Stations of the Cross 

and you are welcome to take them home. 

Pope Francis: 'Pass on the fire of Jesus' merciful 
love' 
Pope Francis says we are called to pass on "the fire of 
Jesus' mercy", in a letter marking the 90th anniversary 
of the first apparition to St Maria Faustina Kowal ska in 
Plock, Poland. 
By Christopher Wells 

Pope Francis has written a letter to the Bishop and 
Church of Ptock, Poland, on the occasion of the 90th an
niversary of the first apparition of the Merciful Jesus to 
St Maria Faustina Kowalska, a Polish nun. The appari
tions to St Faustina formed the basis of the Divine Mercy 
devotion. 

In his letter, Pope Francis recalls the words heard by St 
Faustina on 22 February 1931: "Paint a picture according 
to the pattern you see, with the caption: Jesus, I trust in 
You. I desire that this image be venerated first in your 
chapel and then throughout the world." The image of the 
Divine Mercy has subsequently spread around the globe. 

"I share the joy of the Church of Ptock that this special 
event is already known throughout the world and re
mains alive in the hearts of the faithful," Pope Francis 
writes. 

"Ask Jesus for the gift of mercy" 
The Holy Father encourages the faithful to "ask ClU'ist 
for the gift of mercy," to allow Clll'ist's mercy "to em
brace us and penetrate us," to have "the courage to return 
to Jesus, to encounter His love and mercy in the Sacra
ments," and to "feel His closeness and tenderness," so 
that we "might be more capable of mercy, patience, for
giveness, and love." 

Happy birthday, 

Father! As you 

celebrate today, 

may we give thanks 

for all that you do.

God bless you. 

Pope Francis: Christian life 'is a battle against the 
spirit of evil' 
By Hannah BrockJ1aus 
Vatican City, Feb 21, 2021 I 05:35 am MT (CNA).- Like 
Jesus was tempted by Satan in the desert, Christians must 
be prepared to battle evil, knowing that "with faith, pray
er, and penance," the victory is assured, Pope Francis 
said Sunday. 
In his weekly Angelus address, the pope reflected on the 
day's Gospel reading from St. Mark, which says "the 
Spirit drove Jesus out into the d1Ysert, and he remained in 
the desert for forty days, tempted by Satan." 
During these 40 days, which take place immediately after 
Clu·ist's baptism, "the 'duel' between Jesus and the devil 
begins, which will end with the Passion and the Cross," 
Francis said Feb. 21. "Christ's entire ministry is a strug
gle against the Evil One in its many manifestations: heal
ing from illnesses, exorcising the possessed, forgiving 
sins. A fight." 
"Every year, at the begi1ming of Lent, this Gospel of the 
temptations of Jesus in the desert reminds us that the life 
of the Clu·istian, in the footsteps of the Lord, is a battle 
against the spirit of evil," he underlined. 
"It shows us that Jesus willingly faced the Tempter, and 
defeated him; and at the same time it reminds us that the 
devil is granted the possibility of acting on us too, with 
his temptations," he added. 
According to Pope Francis, "we must be aware of the 
presence of this astute enemy, who seeks our eternal con
demnation, our failure, and prepare to defend ourselves 
against him and to combat him. The grace of God assures 
us, with faith, prayer and penance, of our victory over the 
enemy." 
Satan may try to take advantage of our weaknesses and 
our needs with his lying voice, Francis said, but "we are 
called to walk in God's footsteps, renewing our Baptis
mal promises: renouncing Satan, and all his works and 
all his empty promises." 
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