
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 
22 August 2021 

  
Twenty-First Sunday In 

Ordinary Time 
Year B   

  

 Parish website:   

 www.altonacatholic.org.au 
 
 

 

First Reading 

Joshua 24:1-2, 15-18  

In the covenant renewal ceremony presided 

over by Joshua, the people are given a choice: 
to follow the Lord or to serve other gods. 
Inspired by Joshua’s example, the people do not 

abandon the covenant: inspired by Joshua’s 
example, they too, elect to serve the Lord.  

 
Second Reading 

Ephesians 5:21-32  

At first blush, this reading can appear difficult to 

the modern ear with its talk of the husband being 
the head of his wife. A more nuanced and 
deeper reading uncovers the real meaning of 

this reading: the obligation of husbands to care 
for their wives as Christ cares for the Church.  

 
Gospel Reading  

John 6:60-69  

Today’s gospel reading marks the end of our 
excursion into John 6 in the midst of our reading 

of Mark’s Gospel. The comforting images of the 
Bread of Life have gone, to be replaced with 

complaints by the people of intolerable 
language, impossible to accept. Yet, today’s 
Gospel ends with a profession of faith by Peter 

in Christ’s words of eternal life. 
 

 

 

Readings:  Sunday, 22 August 2021 

First Reading:           Joshua 24:1-2, 15-18 

Second Reading:           Ephesians 5:21-32              

Gospel Reading:                    John 6:60-69 

Readings:  Sunday, 29 August 2021 

First Reading:      Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 

Second Reading:James 1:17-18, 21-22, 27       

Gospel Reading:Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23      

Please note:  Due to the latest Government 

Restrictions, there will be NO MASSES 

until further notice. 

Australasian Catholic Coalition For Church 

Reform invites Australian Catholics to the 

second in a series of convocations via 

zoom: 

Thursday, 26 August, 7.30–9.00 p.m. (AEST) 

Convocation 2. Outcomes and Actions for the 
Plenary Council. The Convocation will be 
opened by Dr Miriam Rose Ungunmerr 

Baumann. 
Guest speakers: Dr Jessie Rogers, Ms Debra 

Zanella, Mr Robert Fitzgerald & Prof Emer John 

Warhurst 

The Future of Catholicism in Australia 

(Free registration) 

For further information contact:  Kevin Liston 
E:  auscathcoalition@gmail.com 

Ph:  +61 411 197 829 
www.acccr.com.au 

 

 

“If it does not please you to serve the Lord, 

decide today whom you will serve…As for 

me and my household, we will serve the 

Lord.”  JOSHUA 24:15 

When we commit to serve the Lord, we 

must be willing to become a disciple in 

the work of the Lord.  A disciple is a 

person who spends time in prayer every 

day, joyfully participates in charitable 

works and generously supports their local 

parish and Church mission.  If we say we 

serve God, we must actually do something 

and not merely talk about it! 

 

 

Please note that everything in this 

bulletin is subject to change. 

 

http://www.altonacatholic.org.au/
http://www.acccr.com.au/


 

  Anniversaries: 
Peter Fanning; Frank Bond; Pat Tucket   

_____________________________________ 

NATURAL FERTILITY AWARENESS 

WEEK. August 23-29 

Tracking Fertility: Tracking Health 

Would you like to discover a way of tracking 
your cycles and understand a method of 

family planning in which both members of 
the couple share this awesome 
responsibility?  This knowledge is 

something every woman should have and 
every man can learn!  The Billings Ovulation 

Method® is based on sound science and 
has been proven an effective Method to 
achieve or postpone a pregnancy and to 

monitor reproductive health. More info can 
be found on 

our website: https://billings.life/en/   OR   Co
ntact Billings LIFE via 
email:  enquiries@thebillingsovulationmetho

d.org  for a teacher nearest to you.An 
information session about the Billings 

Ovulation Method® will be held on Monday 
23rd August @ 7.30pm - 8.30pm AEST. 
To register please go to: 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/free-
webinar-tracking-fertility-tracking-health-
tickets-163000285241 

Further information about natural fertility 
awareness can be found at the Billings LIFE 

website: https://billings.life/en/ 

In the spirit of Mary MacKillop, we invite 

you to bring life to “the poorest and 

most neglected parts of God’s vineyard.”   
Your donation to Mary MacKillop Today will 
support thousands of people in Timor-Leste, 

Peru, Papua New Guinea, Fiji and here in 
Australia with education, health and finance 

and livelihoods opportunities, bringing hope 

to communities for generations to come. 

To make a donation please go to:   
www.marymackilloptoday.org.au/donate 

Or contact us at:  Mary MacKillop Today, P O 
Box 1646, North Sydney NSW  2059      

Ph: (02) 8912 2763. 

Latest update from the Archdiocese of 

Melbourne regarding Covid-19 

Restrictions (Update #43 – 9 August) 
can be viewed on our parish website 
www.altonacatholic.org.au under the 

heading ‘Covid 19 Restrictions’. 

 

  

 

           Major earthquake hits Haiti 

Caritas Australia’s thoughts and prayers are with 
the people of the Haiti who have been 
devastated by a 7.2 magnitude earthquake.  

Over 1,400 people have died, and thousands 

more left injured. Homes, churches and schools 

have been damaged in the quake, and reports 
indicate that more than 30,000 families have 
been left homeless.  

The country also continues to grapple with 
COVID-19, poverty, and ongoing political 

instability and violence. 

There is immediate and urgent need for food, 
water, shelter, hygiene kits and first aid on 

the ground.  

To provide support, you can donate to Caritas 

Australia’s Emergency Response Appeal. 

Donate today at www.caritas.org.au or by 
calling 1800 024 413 toll free.  

A message from Aid to the Church in Need 

Australia:  Emergency Aid for Haiti.  

Aid to the Church in Need (ACN International) 
has expressed its solidarity in prayer with Haiti 

and immediately approved an emergency aid 
package of half a million Euros ($800,000 AUD) 

for the Haitian people.  In response to this, ACN 
Australia has set up an emergency appeal to 
provide help for our brothers and sisters in Haiti 

who are going through a very hard time. To 
donate visit www.aidtochurch.org/haiti 
 
 

 
Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God.  And the peace of God, 

which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:6-7 
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