
NEWS FROM THE VATICAN 
 
POPE FRANCIS LAYS OUT HIS BOLD RE-
FORMS (Antidote to Clericalism) 
Pope Francis has finally overturned the Roman 
Apple Cart. He has unveiled far-reaching reforms to 
the way the Church is run - which is  what he was 
what he was elected to do in 2013, when a near 
consensus emerged among the cardinals in conclave 
that it was high time the Roman Curia, the Church’s 
civil service, had its wings clipped. The successors 
of the apostles around the world had had enough of 
being told what to do by the bureaucrats.  
 
Two key ideas that emerged from the Vatican 
Council were that baptism is the basic sacrament 
that defines a Christian, and that the definitive meta-
phor for the Church is “The People of God” .In the 
first case, what is being abandoned was that the lay 
people were mere delegates of the ordained hierar-
chy, to whom they owed obedience, with no theo-
logical standing in their own right. And in the sec-
ond case, the model of the Church being superseded 
was the Mystical Body of the Church”, “a perfect 
society”, a supernatural entity governed by its head, 
Christ himself, with the pope as his representative 
or “vicar”. But in the years since the Council, 
church structures continued to reflect the old pattern 
of thinking, with the church run from the top down, 
with the key office holders priests and bishops 
whose authority also flowed down from top. 
Pope Francis’ bold curial reform finally brings the 
central administration firmly into line with Vatican 
II’s underlying vision of the Church as a sacred 
community of the baptised. The Church has to have 
a structure - Francis is no Anarchist - and his minis-
try, as a servant of the People of God, needs help 
and support. Most departments of the Roman Curia 
will merge for these reforms with modified names 
and modified functions. They will serve the Church 
everywhere, not just its central administrative or-
gan. Membership and leadership of the new depart-
ments, for the most part, will be open to any bap-
tised man or woman. The curial bodies dealing with 
bishops and clergy will continue to have an or-
dained head, but there is no reason why women 
cannot be involved in leading them It would be an 
excellent idea if they were… 
… 
The ver idea of a priest as a man set apart with pow-
er and authority will be subtly changed, and instead 
the idea of priesthood as a ministry of service lived 
within and not above the Christian community will 
emerge. This will be the antidote to clericalism - the 
source of so much trouble - that Francis has been 
seeking since he arrived in Rome nine years ago. 
(Editorial –  The Tablet) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 PROJECT COMPASSION - 
6TH SUNDAY OF LENT 
Every day, more than 200 million 

children miss out on school, around 690 million 
people go hungry and 2.2 billion people cannot 
access clean drinking water. With your gener-
osity, Caritas Australia has been able to help 
millions of vulnerable people around the world, 
through Project Compassion appeal. Please 
donate to Project Compassion 2022 to help 
continue empowering vulnerable, communi-
ties around the world lift themselves and 
their communities out of poverty. 
——————————————————— 

FATIMA PARISH HALL is 
available for hire by parishioners 
and friends.  
For further information please 
contact 
UGO LANDRO, on:  
Mobile: 0409 290 884 or  
Email: 
ugo@landroelectrical.com.au 
———————————————————
Useful trifle- 
He emptied himself to assume the condition 
of a slave and became as all men are . 
(Philippians 2:7) 

SAFEGUARDING INDUCTION 

Safeguarding Induction for All 
Church Workers - Online We invite 
ALL church workers (volunteers or 
paid) to attend an online safeguard-
ing induction. A church worker is 
anyone in the parish in any – paid or 
voluntary. The session will cover the 
Safeguarding Policies and Proce-
dures, the importance of Safeguard-
ing in the parish and the role of the 
Parish Safeguarding Officer.  
To register please  
visit: 
www.safeguarding.perthcatholic.org.
au  
Or phone 9221 7762 
——————————————— 
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                              VISION STATEMENT 

                          Christ’s Love in Action 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Meeting Christ as All in all through:  Our relationship with others in creation, 
Seeking God in the stillness, Embracing the Good News of the Gospel, 

Accepting the challenges of the Cross, The power of the Holy Spirit 
and intercession of Our Lady of Fatima 

Our Lady Of Fatima Catholic Church 
10 Foss Street, Palmyra  WA 6157. 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Francis Ughanze 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Website: olfpalmyra.org.au 
Direct: 0418 550 119 
Emergency only: Ph: 0418 550 119 
 
Parish Secretary:  Andrena Inopulos 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 
10.00am - 4.00pm 
Office Phone: 9339 1298 
 
Our Lady Of Fatima Parish Pastoral Council 
Parish Councilors:-  
Bernard Landro (Chairperson) - Email: 
blandro@iinet.net.au  Mob:0418 955 610 
 
Carl Carcione, Ugo Landro, Pauline Sweeny,  
 
Lorraine Szefczyk, Joe Terribile & Stefano 
Zagami. 
  
Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Primary School 
3 Harris Street, Palmyra WA 6157. 
Principal: Jacinta Petersen 
Email: Jacinta.Petersen@cewa.edu.au 
Office Phone: 9333 7900 
 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS: 
Margaret Matassa: matassa@bigpond.com 
Bernie Keane: bernieandanto@yahoo.com.au 
————————————————————- 

THE LENTEN SEASON 
 

PERMANENT FEATURE OF LENT:  
Lent is the season set aside by the Church for the 
faithful to prepare for the passion of Jesus Christ 
and for his subsequent Resurrection. His passion 
is not simply a reference to his suffering and 
death on Good Friday, but to all his experiences, 
which involved the joys and the pains of his daily 
life, his tears and his earnest prayers, in his train-
ing to become like his Abba, Father. The STORY 
OF ONE DAY’S AGONY OF JESUS LEAD-
ING TO HIS PHYSICAL DEATH BEGINS 
ON PALM SUNDAY, in its own way, points to 
this feature, as the culmination of his training. 
 
PALM SUNDAY, HOLY THURSDAY, 
GOOD FRIDAY 
 
The phrase thar resonates through this Holy week 
is: “he, [Jesus], emptied himself.”  

Whatever happened on Palm Sunday accord-
ing to the New Testament Story, it was clear 
that Jesus played to the cameras. But behind 
the scenes, there was a plot of betrayal afoot. 
On that day of the “Hosanna to the Son of 
David,” two thousand years ago, people went 
out to see a sensational figure. But Jesus was 
not fooled. It was as though he was merely 
going through the motion. Jesus knew that 
“it was always possible to attract people, for 
a time, by sensationalism,  by shrewd public-
ity, by fixing the glare of the spotlight upon 
them. It never lasts.  P.T.O 

mailto:emyfrank@iinet.net.au
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday: @ 9.00am & 6.30pm (Vigil). 
Sunday: @ 7.30am, 9.45am & 6.30pm. 

Monday & Thursday: @ 9.00am 
Reconciliation: Available on request 

Baptisms: SUNDAYS ONLY @ 11.00am & 11.30am 

The crowd, who were, that day, regarding Je-
sus as a sensation and a nine days’ wonder, were 
within a week shouting for his death. Whether we 
are Jesus or Judas, the most difficult time in any-
body’s life is when they are in the public gaze; and 
the most rewarding time in any body’s life is when 
they can enter the privacy of their own space, and 
take ownership of their thoughts. 
If we must work in public, for the public good, we 
must be modest to the point of knowing that we can 
never please the public, and we cannot change the 
public. The public is amorphous for its mood is as 
changeable as taffeta. But it seeks and respects 
change. We once thought that Judas was a fool but 
it is not so. He was of the same clod of earth as 
Jesus, his fellow apostles, and the public. If we are 
not to miss the point, then they all shared redemp-
tion, pardon, and forgiveness. Jesus never really set 
himself apart from Judas; they dipped their fingers 
in the same dish. They believed in the same things, 
especially in the things that united them most - the 
coming of the kingdom of God, even though they 
disagreed on what the kingdom was and how it was 
to be achieved. When the truth is known, Jesus was 
much in sympathy with Judas as Judas recognised 
Jesus as a good man and friend. What separated 
them was ideology: that is, their entrenched particu-
lar ways of seeing the world, perhaps Jesus was 
more flexible. But what matters finally is that they 
are all redeemed.  
Whether we are in the public gaze or in the solitude 
of our own thoughts, each person changes and 
grows in their own time, not in our own time. No 
one is ever left out. We are all one, living in degrees 
of change and growth. Everyone is on the journey of 
emptying themselves. It is a timeless journey. 
 
 POPE FRANCIS ON BEING A CHRISTIAN 
“In the Scriptures, whenever God appears to those 
who receive him, he loves to utter those words: Do 
not be afraid!... In this way, he sends us a clear and 
comforting message: once our lives are open to 
God, fear can no longer hold us in thrall. For fear 
can truly hold us in thrall. You, dear sister, dear 
brother, if your sins frighten you, if your past wor-
ries you, if your wounds do not heal, if your con-
stant failings dishearten you and you seem to have 
lost hope, please, do not be afraid. God knows your 
weaknesses and is greater than your mistakes. God 
is greater than our sins. He asks of you only one 
thing: that you not hold your frailties and sufferings 

inside. Bring them to him, lay them before him 
and, from being reasons for despair, they will be-
come opportunities for resurrection. Do not be 
afraid!”  
“For in the things that matter, our own strength is 
not enough. By ourselves, we cannot succeed in 
resolving the contradictions of history or even 
those of our own hearts. We need the wisdom and 
the gentle power of God that is the Holy Spirit. 
We need the Spirit of love who dispels hatred, 
soothes bitterness, extinguishes greed and rouses 
us from indifference…  
We need God’s love, for our love is fragile and 
insufficient… It has been said that a Christian 
without love is like a needle that does not sew: it 
stings, it wounds, and if it fails to sew, weave or 
patch, then it is useless.” 
(EXTRACT FROM THE POPE’S  HOMILY 
25/3/2022) 
————————————————————- 
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
OUR FIRST AND SECOND COLLECTIONS 
AND PARISH BUILDING FUND 
They help us to pay our bills, our Insurance, meet 
our Archdiocesan financial levy for seminaries, 
and they also go towards the maintenance of our 
Parish structures. As we say, each person their 
taste: we are giving a little thought to the needs of 
those parishioners or visitors who might prefer 
donating through bank transfers, to  cash donations 
in situ.   
For this choice,  please find below:                                
 
FIRST COLLECTION: 
BSB: 086 006: 
A/C NO: 551882724  
A/C NAME: The Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Perth Our Lady of Fatima Parish PALMY-
RA PRESBYTERY ACCOUNT 
 
SECOND COLLECTION 
BSB: 086 006 
A/C NO: 670197711 
A/C NAME: The Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Perth Our Lady of Fatima Parish PALMY-
RA PARISH ACCOUNT 
 
PALMYRA PARISH BUILDING FUND: 
BSB: 086 006 
A/C NO: 867962448 
———————————————————— 
 

 

FURTHER REFLECTION ON THE STORY 
OF THE WOMAN CAUGHT IN THE VERY 
ACT OF ADULTERY 
(a personal Lectio Divina reflection)   
I was praying with last Sunday’s Readings  
when I was drawn to the words: “one by one” (John 
8:9) in the Gospel. It has been said that our harshest 
critic (read accuser) is usually ourselves.  That’s OK 
as far as giving myself a reality check now and 
again is concerned.  The problem is that the lens 
through which I criticise/accuse myself is the same 
lens I put on to judge others, often unconsciously.  
If that lens is faulty, how terrible the damage I can 
inflict on myself and others.  Hence, Richard Rohr 
(OFM) says that if he had to choose between the 
judgment of God and the judgment of humans, he 
would choose the judgment of God any day. The 
Gospel passage supports it.  Psalm 139 gives a 
glimpse of why this might be trustworthy; “I praise 
you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made” (v14).  Most days, I seldom think about that 
preciousness in me the Psalmist refers to. The criti-
cal/accusing/judgmental self just goes about doing 
its thing reacting to the push and pull on the surface 
of daily life. Jesus’ attitude towards the woman in 
the Gospel passage also reminds me of Thomas 
Merton (OCSO)understanding of this inherent pre-
ciousness.   
Merton writes:  
“At the center of our being is a point of nothingness 
 which is untouched by sin and by illusion, a point  
of pure truth, a point or spark which belongs entire-
ly to God, which is never at our disposal, from 
which God disposes of our lives, which is inaccessi-
ble to the fantasies of our own mind or the brutali-
ties of our own will. This little point of nothingness 
and of absolute poverty is the pure glory of God in 
us. It is so to speak  (Its) name written in us, as our 
poverty, as our indigence, as our dependence, as 
our (son/daughter)ship. It is like a pure diamond, 
blazing with the invisible light of heaven. It is in 
everybody, and if we could see it we would see these 
billions of points of light coming  together in the 
face and blaze of a sun that would make all the 
darkness and cruelty of life vanish completely ... I  
have no program for this seeing. It is only given. 
But the gate of heaven is every- where.” 
Many have found it worthwhile to frequently spend 
a little time abiding in this embedded preciousness 
we are all graced with, sitting at the “gate” Merton 
mentioned. Such daily practice enables one to be-
come more anchored in this identity in God; a more 
stabilised kind of certainty that I am somehow inex-
plicable loved in the tumult of daily life; one day at 
a time, one internalised criticism/accusation. judge-
ment at a time, one fall and rise again at a time; and 
be more aware of the lens I have put on. Hopefully     

as I learn to sense that preciousness n myself, I 
can see that in others too.  Jesus surely did, after a 
whole night on Mount Olives, says the Gospel, in 
solitude and prayer, I’d imagine. 
(Philip Boon) 

——————————————————-

Holy Thursday 1hour with Jesus-

Matthew's Gospel recorded  Jesus 

asked Peter: "Could you not stay 
awake with me one hour?" as Jesus 

longed for some companionship the 
night before His Passion and Death 

on the Cross.   

All are invited to join in the guided 

meditation (Lectio Divina) at the Al-
tar of Repose, straight after Holy 

Thursday celebration. 

————————— 
FEEM – AHOY! 
FEEM = Faith Enrichment and Evangelisation 
Ministry 
The theme of Compassion and Forgiveness contin-
ued yet again last weekend, with the story of the 
Adulterous Woman, where Jesus demonstrated 
and taught that none of us are in a position to 
judge anyone else. This week, we are having a 
FEEM Group  Meeting, so hopefully, I may have 
some specific items to advise you of, next week. 
As part of my involvement in our parish Centring 
Prayer Community Palmyra (CPCP),  
I receive free daily emails from Fr Richard Rohr, 
who is a Franciscan Priest based at the Centre for 
Action and Contemplation (CAC), in Albuqueque, 
New Mexico, USA. Fr Richard, as the Founding 
Editor, and the CAC provide daily meditation 
mails based on the Christian Contemplative Tradi-
tion, to assist us with deepening our prayer prac-
tice and strengthen our compassionate engagement  
in our world. I can personally, strongly recom-
mend that you ‘treat yourself’ by signing up for 
these free emails, at cac.org/daily-meditations. 
Have a great week with our ever Loving God. 
(Ugo Landro – Your Acting PPC FEEM Repre-
sentative) 
————————————————————
—Useful Trifle 

When people are free to do as they please, they 
usually imitate each other (Eric Hoffer 1955) 

 


