
A POWERFUL MOVIE ON FAITH AND RE-
DEMPTION  - Starring Jacki Weaver & Mel 
Gibson  
Mark Wahlberg, as ‘Fr Stu’ is a moving film on 
Redemption: 
We talk to Mark Wahlberg about what he learned 
about faith, reconciliation and redemption. Mark 
Wahlberg has been preparing his entire life for his 
latest role as bad boy pugilist turned Catholic priest, 
Father Stuart Long. “I’ve gotten so much joy and 
comfort from my faith,” Wahlberg said last week 
from the Four Seasons Philadelphia. “It’s always 
been my security blanket. Being able to show that 
through this film and talk about my own personal 
story is something I’m excited to do.” Wahlberg, 
51, is a practicing Catholic. 
Father Stu, a biopic, starring Jacki Weaver, and Mel 
Gibson as Long’s estranged parents, is a true story 
about faith, determination, redemption, and recon-
ciliation. We meet Long in the mid-1980s. He’s an 
aging, agnostic boxer living in Montana with a surly 
mouth and a bad attitude. He takes a beat down in 
the ring and his doctors advise him to quit, so he 
picks up and moves to Los Angeles to pursue a 
career in acting. 
Life happens: He falls in love with a devout Catho-
lic, converts to Catholicism, has a near-death expe-
rience and after that decides to become a priest. But 
the rector of the seminary refuses to admit him be-
cause of his past. Long argues many of the church’s 
most important historical figures — St. Matthew, 
St. Augustine, and St. Francis — were reformed. 
“Besides if the church doesn’t celebrate the capac-
ity for change,” Long asked, “What does it stand 
for?” 
After a short time in the seminary, he’s diagnosed 
with inclusion body myositis, a rare and fatal auto-
immune disease that causes muscle atrophy and 
shuts down bodily functions. Eventually he’s or-
dained but is only a priest for four years, before 
dying at an assisted-living facility in Montana in 
2014 at 50. Wahlberg learned of Long’s story seven 
years ago while having dinner with two priests. He 
invested in the project and began working on it. 
Wahlberg’s transformation to the ailing Father Stu 
is so complete, it’s only a matter of time before the 
Oscar buzz begins. 
Before Wahlberg became a rapper, actor, husband 
to model Rhea Durham, and father of four, he was a 
gang member, a coke addict, and served 45 days in 
jail for assaulting two Asian men in an attempted 
robbery turned hate crime. Today, he is an Acade-
my Award-nominated actor and philanthropist 
whose eponymous foundation helps troubled youth. 
 
“The message of this film is that no one is beyond 
repentance,” Wahlberg said. (Elizabeth Wellington) 

Showing soon in Morley Galleria –recommended 
to priests and non-priests alike.– GREAT MOVIE 

———————————————————-
The Kindness Of  Music And Singing: Have you 
been uplifted by the beautiful organ music on 
radio during Easter week? Our Lady of Fatima has 
its own wonderful Allens Pipe Organ and after 
hibernating with COVID concerns, the Men’s 
Choir is looking for an organist who can fill the 
church with its fabulous sound and accompany 
their singing on occasional Sundays in the second 
half of this year. Please contact Fr Francis or Mar-
garet Matassa (9330 1791) if you know of some-
one who might be interested 

FEEM – AHOY: FEEM = Faith Enrichment 
and Evangelisation Ministry 

How meaningful and beautiful were our Easter 
Season Services? Our refurbished Church and new 
systems allowed us to raise our Easter Services, to 
a new high level. Many thanks to Fr Francis, Phil 
Boon, Margaret Matassa and the Exsultet choir, 
Harry Neesham and the acolytes, and the entire 
parish choirs, and the team of Parishioners who so 
generously contributed their talents and time, be-
hind the scenes, to produce such wonderfully 
memorable Easter Services.  
As Fr Francis so clearly and strongly explained in 
his homily, the Resurrection of Jesus was NOT a 
‘one off event’. It provides us all an example, that 
if we are prepared to ‘die to ourselves’, as the 
human Jesus did, we can then renew or transform 
ourselves in Christ, on a daily basis, and eventual-
ly become divine, with our ever loving God. Easi-
er said than done, but this is the journey we are on, 
as Christians. 
Ugo Landro – Your Acting PPC FEEM Repre-
sentative. 
———————————————————

FATIMA PARISH HALL is available for 
hire by parishioners and friends. For further 
information please contact UGO LANDRO 
on Mob: 0409290884 or Email: 
ugo@landroelectrical.com.au  

—————————————————
USEFUL TRIFLES 

“All shall be well, and All manner of thing shall 
be well.” (T.S. Eliot’s Little Gidding) 
"All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all 
manner of thing shall be well" (Julian of Nor-
wich -Revelations of Divine love) 
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                         Christ’s Love in Action 

                            
MISSION STATEMENT    

 

Meeting Christ as All in all through:  Our relationship with others in creation, 
Seeking God in the stillness, Embracing the Good News of the Gospel, 

Accepting the challenges of the Cross, The power of the Holy Spirit 
and intercession of Our Lady of Fatima 

Our Lady Of Fatima Catholic Church 
10 Foss Street, Palmyra  WA 6157. 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Francis Ughanze 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Website: olfpalmyra.org.au 
Direct: 0418 550 119 
 

Parish Secretary:  Andrena Inopulos 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 
10.00am - 4.00pm 
Office Phone: 9339 1298 
 

Our Lady Of Fatima Parish Pastoral 
Council 
Parish Councilors:-  
Bernard Landro (Chairperson) - Email: 
blandro@iinet.net.au  Mob:0418 955 610 
Carl Carcione, Ugo Landro, Pauline 
Sweeny, Lorraine Szefczyk, Joe Terribile 
& Stefano Zagami. 
  

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Primary 
School 
3 Harris Street, Palmyra WA 6157. 
Principal: Jacinta Petersen 
Email: Jacinta.Petersen@cewa.edu.au 
Office Phone: 9333 7900 
 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS: 
Margaret Matassa: matassa@bigpond.com 
Bernie Keane: bernieandanto@yahoo.com.au 
————————————————————- 

HAPPY EASTER  SEASON! 
PERMANENT FEATURE OF EASTER:  
EUREKA! = “I have found it!” can be used to describe 
the joy of Easter. 
 
THOMAS , DOUBT, AND US 
To have never had doubts about anything or on anything is 
not a good place to be. Every genuine faith begins with doubt. 
Doubt leads to examination of faith in order for the doubter to 
understand more deeply. 
The first problem most people have is that they are too quick 
to relegate discoverable things to the level of mysteries. But 
what people must always keep in mind is that there are no 
mysteries if we try to concern ourselves only with what we 
have in our world: that is, what we see, touch, hear, smell, 
and taste., not that there are no deeper scientific ways of 
articulating our five senses. Even at that, there are no myster-
ies if we try to examine only what we can smell, taste, touch, 
hear, and see. For an unexamined faith is not worth living or 
having. It is a dangerous place to be. 
The second problem, which most people have is  that they tax 
their imagination with things that are not real. If people want 
to examine whatever their imagination can conjure up, then 
they will forever be living with mysteries; and for all we 
human beings know, for all we have come to realise in all our 
honesty and forthright thinking and speaking, imagination  
easily slides to superstitions and all the never-ending conspir-
acy theories, and the floundering in what we believe or ought 
to believe. The problem with believing in any God we can 
imagine is that such a God answers to anything we can ever 
dredge up from the imagination. That God does not make 
sense.! That is the reason, the logic of the God we worship is 
the logic about the God-made man in Jesus Christ. We can 
touch him, smell him, see him, hear him, and taste him. 
That is also the incontrovertible reason why we do have  to 
rely on authentic sources, as exemplified in  Biblical scholars, 
in order to understand what the Holy Scriptures are really 
saying. For instance, Biblical scholars view Thomas’ doubt, 
from the point of view of a man who is an  objective honest 
truth-seeking man who is interested in relying only on the 
facts, not on the sentimental whims of uncontrollable tears. 
 
So what does the following statement mean? “Happy  are 
those who have not seen and yet believe.” 

THE FEEM WEEKLY 
(FEEM = Faith Enrichment & Evangelising Ministry) 

 
AN INCLUSIVE WELCOMING PARISH FAMILY 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday: @ 9.00am & 6.30pm (Vigil). 
Sunday: @ 7.30am, 9.45am & 6.30pm. 

Monday & Thursday: @ 9.00am 
Reconciliation: Available on request or 5.45pm Saturdays 

According to biblical researchers attaching to the 
Redemptorists’ Living Word, this statement is 
known as the “Johannine Beatitude” and applies to 
all of us today. Thomas, the sceptic, stands for all of 
us who want to know more, who are reluctant simp-
ly to take other people’s word in matters of Faith. It 
is Thomas’ personal integrity and search that bring 
him to  a personal experience of the risen Jesus. 
This should encourage all those who want to know 
more, who are not satisfied with easy answers, to 
keep on asking questions, because very often, the 
questions are more important than the answers.”  

According to another Biblical scholar, William 
Barclay, this statement points to the uncom-
promising honesty of Thomas: “Thomas abso-
lutely refused to say that he believed when he 
did not believe. Thomas would never say that 
he understood what he did not understand, or 
that he believed what he did not believe. 
Thomas would never still his doubts by pre-
tending that they did not exist. Thomas was 
not the kind of  person who would rattle off a 
creed without understanding what it is all 
about. Thomas had to be sure - and Thomas 
was quite right … There is more ultimate faith 
in the [person] who insists on being sure than 
in the [person] who glibly repeats things, 
which  he has never thought out, and which he 
does not really believe. It is a doubt like that, 
which in the end arrives at certainty.”  What 
the evangelist, St John, puts into the mouth of 
Jesus,  is the evangelist’s wish that the miracle 
of such nature of belief was possible in our 
world. Unfortunately, in our world, we can 
only believe when we have seen, else we 
would all remain, invincibly, victims of fraud. 
Ironically, beyond John’s theological imagina-
tion, it is a gentle reminder, according to the 
poet, Tennyson, that: 
“there lives more faith in honest doubt,  
Believe me than in half the creeds.” 
——————————————————-- 
“THY WILL BE DONE” 
RECOMMENDED READING – “THY 
WILL BE DONE” by Daniel O’Connor. 
A book about the greatest prayer that the Son of 
God Himself taught us and commanded us to pray.  
 

Paraphrased from the Preface and Prologue of the 
book, one has something to the following effect: 
Firstly, some interesting facts about the author: 
O’Connor was a cradle Catholic, while believing, 
only practiced it. A typical Millennial, who went 
to Sunday Mass and regularly said the Our Father, 
but his Christianity did not extend much further. 
He studied Mechanical Engineering, leaving Uni-
versity with the view of living the motto “to invent 
something to change the world”, however, the 
Will of God had other plans, and he entered the 
Seminary for priestly studies. On completing his 
studies in the Seminary, God made it clear to him 
that He was not yet revealing to him his ultimate 
vocation at that time. It was marriage, to his amaz-
ing wife Regina, and four children, Joseph, David, 
Mary, and Luisa.  He returned to his studies and 
added a Master’s in Theology, and 5 years spent 
teaching College philosophy and religion, then 4 
years so far working on his PhD in Philosophy, 
O’Connor postulates that the Will of God remains 
his supreme principle in his life. Now, if Our 
Blessed Lord meant any words of His to be taken 
absolutely seriously, at their face value, and with-
out a shred of doubt, about their implications, then 
those words would certainly be none other than the 
greatest petition of the Greatest Prayer – “Thy 
Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven” (Matthew 
6:10).  
Book available from www.DSDOConnor.com or 
www.ProclaimTheKingdom.com 
 Please look out for more from the books contents 
next weekend…. 
——————————————————— 
JOURNEY WITH THE POPE  “If we want to 
test whether we truly belong to Christ, let us look 
at how we behave toward those who have hurt us. 
The Lord asks us to respond not as we feel, or as 
everyone else does, but in the way he acts toward 
us. He asks us to break out of the mindset that 
says: “I will love you if you love me; I will be 
your friend if you are my friend; I will help you if 
you help me.” Rather, we are to show compassion 
and mercy to everyone, for God sees a son or a 
daughter in each person. He does not separate us 
into good and bad, friends and enemies. We are 
the ones who do this, and we make God suffer. 
For him, all of us are his beloved children, chil-
dren whom he desires to embrace and forgive.” - 

 Pope Francis Homily: FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 20 

NEWS FROM THE ANAZAC: Today’s secular 

historians cannot fathom the religious roots of An-

zac Day, argues theologian and historian, John Mo-

ses. That   there   is   something   undeniably   reli-

gious about Anzac Day ceremonies should not sur-
prise the attentive reader and politically aware citi-
zen. It has to do with ‘civil’ or  ‘civic’ religion—a 
concept used to describe solemn public events in a 
nation’s history.  These  acts  of  commemoration  
occur  in  all  nations,  regardless  of  their  histori-
cally dominant religious culture. They may or may 
not  be  officially  endorsed  by  the  religious  de-
nominations  but  whether  the  ceremonies  are held  
within  or  outside  a  sacred  building,  they    are 
nevertheless examples of civic  religion. Anzac Day 
is the major Australasian manifestation. Britain has   
Armistice   Day   each  11  November.  In  France 
and  elsewhere  on  the  European  Continent  the  
war  dead  are  commemorated   on   All   Souls’ 
Day, 2   November.  There the  link with  the  Chris-
tian  faith  is,  of  course,  explicit.  And  when  one  
attends  the  dawn  service,  for  example,  at  the  
Australian  War  Memorial  in  Canberra  the  reli-
gious  character  of  the  ceremony  is  overwhelm-
ing.  Padres  from  the  mainstream  churches—
Roman   Catholic,   Anglican   and   Uniting—take  
turns  leading  the  prayers  and  hymns  are sung.  
Existence  of  a  deity  who  is  the author of the 
universe is acknowledged. What  is  very  evident  
at  all  Anzac  Day  ceremonies is that the  citizens  
who  attend  them  are  united  in some  form  of  
devotion,  which  in  the  first  instance  is  to  the  
memory  of  those  who  paid  the  supreme  sacri-
fice in the service of their country. People who have 
lost  their  kinsfolk  in  war  as  well  as  citizens  
generally  come  out  on  Anzac  Day  to  declare  
their  solidarity  with  the  nation.  So  it  is  a  patri-
otic  event  which  unites  citizens  beyond  their 
different  religious  denominational beliefs  for  one   
day   of   remembrance.   The   mantra,  ‘Lest  we  
forget,’  sums  it  up.  These  words    originated    in    
a    hymn    composed  by Rudyard Kipling  in   
1897 called the ‘Recessional’ and this hymn is in-
variably sung on Anzac Day. Of course, Kipling in 
that  poem was not thinking of the fallen in battle 
but of  the  evanescent and temporary  nature  of   
imperial power. The full text rewards closer study, 
as the words, ‘lest we forget,’ have been creatively 
misappropriated to mean something different - 
namely, the  sacrifices made in the service  of one’s 
country. In the planning of the Day,                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
the first Anzac Commemoration Committee                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
(ADCC)   in  Australia  was  inaugurated  in  Bris-
bane  at  a  public  meeting  on  10  January,  1916,  
in  the  city’s  Exhibition Hall, presided over by the 
then state governor, Sir Hamilton Goold - Adams 
and the Premier, T. J. Ryan. That event laid the  

Foundation for Anzac Day as we now know it. 
The meeting unanimously elected Canon David 
John Garland as secretary because of his high 
profile as a  very public - spirited Anglican priest 
in Queensland with an established reputation for 
getting things of national or municipal importance 
done with efficiency and aplomb. The Brisbane 
committee was one of the many throughout the 
commonwealth who convened more - or - less 
spontaneously to establish a day of commemora-
tion. Understandably, very soon after the news of 
the Gallipoli landing and its aftermath reached 
Australia, the press began to publish information 
and commentary about the significance of what 
was happening. This unleashed a variety of re-
sponses. (John Moses –Theologian & Historian) 
 ————————————————————  
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
OUR FIRST AND SECOND COLLECTIONS 
AND PARISH BUILDING FUND 
They help us to pay our bills, our Insurance, meet 
our Archdiocesan financial levy for seminaries, 
and they also go towards the maintenance of our 
Parish structures. As we say, each person their 
taste: we are giving a little thought to the needs of 
those parishioners or visitors who might prefer 
donating through bank transfers, to  cash dona-
tions in situ.   
For this choice,  please find below:                                 
FIRST COLLECTION: 
BSB: 086 006: 
A/C NO: 551882724  
A/C NAME: The Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Perth Our Lady of Fatima Parish PALMY-
RA PRESBYTERY ACCOUNT 
 
SECOND COLLECTION 
BSB: 086 006 
A/C NO: 670197711 
A/C NAME: The Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Perth Our Lady of Fatima Parish PALMY-
RA PARISH ACCOUNT 
 
PALMYRA PARISH BUILDING FUND: 
BSB: 086 006 
A/C NO: 867962448 
————————————————————

Dockers Corner: After last weekend’s great 
effort and win against Essendon, our prayers 
have changed to a more THANKSGIVING 
mode. The enigmatic Matt Taberner booting 
7 goals! We look forward to Saturday eve-
nings Len Hall Game against Carlton where 
we honour all the brave people involved in  
Australian Military Services.  Hopefully an-
other win!  
GO  DOCKERS!! 

http://www.DSDOConnor.com
http://www.ProclaimTheKingdom.com

