
THANKSGIVING 
The last words that our elderly aunt spoke to us 
before she died were: “Thank you”. I suppose 
that was because of the support we had given 
her in her final years, however at the time her 
words surprised us because one expects a 
dying person to be preoccupied with his or her 
own mortality. 
Apparently the opposite is often the case. 
There have been many recorded instances of 
dying people concerned about others and 
providing (as well as they can) for the welfare 
of others. We can say thanks throughout life for 
all the blessings we receive as well as saying 
thanks at the time of death. Thanks to God for 
creation, for life, blue skies, the air we breathe, 
food and clean water, health and much more. 
Thanks to our parents who raised and cared for 
us, loved us and brought us to maturity. 
Thanks to our families, wives and husbands, 
children and friends.  
There’s a famous line from a Tennessee Wil-
liams’ play: “I have always appreciated the 
kindness of strangers”. Often even total 
strangers do kind acts simply because we are 
all fellow human beings. Sometimes the ideal 
breaks down. Many people suffer from health 
problems, some families are dysfunctional, and 
we do not always experience love. However, if 
we can maintain a positive attitude, there are 
many aspects of life for which we can be thank-
ful. As the lyrics of the old pop song tell us: 
“Watch the donut, not the hole”, which means 
focus on and appreciate what you’ve got rather 
than regret what’s missing in your life. In this 
Easter Season we can again appreciate what 
treasures Jesus has freely given us: his teach-
ings, his values, the love he demonstrated for 
fellow human beings (including us), the sacri-
fice of his life, his resurrection. Remember he 
said “I have come so you may live life to the 
full”. When we celebrate the Eucharist (which 
means thanksgiving) we are expressing our 
appreciation to God and Jesus for the wonder-
ful things in life. 
Dick Finucane 
———————————————————— 
RECOMMENDED READING – “THY WILL 
BE DONE” by Daniel O’Connor. 
Further to the introduction last week. 
PART 0NE: THE OUR FATHER ITSELF: 
Jesus laid bare the fundamental longing of His soul 
when He taught us to say: “ Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven” – Servant of God, Arch-
bishop Luis Martinez. 
 

In the sixth chapter of the Gospel of Matthew, our 
Lord Jesus Christ teaches us the Greatest Prayer: 
The Our Father. The prayer everyone around the 
world knows as The Lord’s Prayer. The prayer 
whose sublime words are committed to more 
memories than any other words ever written of 
spoken in history. The prayer that, “At the Sav-
ior’s command, and formed by Divine Teaching, 
“we dare to say” at the pinnacle of each Mass, as 
we stand before Almighty God, whose real pres-
ence, descended upon the altar, only moments 
earlier. 
The crescendo of the Lord’s prayer is a presenta-
tion of the link between Heaven and Earth.  Con-
formity with the holy will of God is, and ought to 
be the rule of a Christian life. This is what we 
implore, when we address these words to God: 
“Thy will be done……”.Theologian Fr. John 
McMahon describes this structure as resembling a 
rainbow….. : The Pater Noster, the family prayer 
of the Church, has an arc like the rainbow, which 
springs up from the earth, touches the clouds, and 
sweeps back to earth. We lift our hearts to God in 
it’s mourning petitions, “Hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy Kingdom come”, until we reach the apex of 
the arc in: “Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven”. ”. St John Cassian (Father of the 
Church): “Your will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven.” There cannot be a greater prayer than to 
desire that earthly things should desire to equal 
heavenly ones. St John Chrysostom: “Jesus did not 
ask us to compose a prayer of ten thousand 
phrases and so come to Him and merely repeat 
it…...But if He already knows what we need, why 
do we pray? Not to inform God or instruct Him, 
but to beseech Him closely, to be made intimate 
with Him, by continuance in supplication. ”Dr 
Peter Kreft: “Thy will be done”, is the essential 
formula for obedience and for charity for “God is 
Charity”. That is also the whole meaning of life in 
one sentence. The meaning of life = sanctity = 
“Thy will be done” = Charity.  It’s so simple that 
it’s hard. Some amazing thoughts above!!........  
more to come…..Book available from 
www.DSDOConnor.com  
or www.ProclaimTheKingdom.com 
(submitted by Bernard Landro 

………………………………………………….. 

EAGLES CORNER: Could there be a vol-
unteer to report on the progress of the Eagles 

Club? Please see Bernard Landro. 
Mob:0418 955 610 

Vol 01 Issue 10 THIRD EASTER SUNDAY– YEAR C 
Weekend 30th April/1st May 2022 

                              VISION STATEMENT                             
                         Christ’s Love in Action 

                            
MISSION STATEMENT    

 

Meeting Christ as All in all through:  Our relationship with others in creation, 
Seeking God in the stillness, Embracing the Good News of the Gospel, 

Accepting the challenges of the Cross, The power of the Holy Spirit 
and intercession of Our Lady of Fatima 

Our Lady Of Fatima Catholic Church 
10 Foss Street, Palmyra  WA 6157. 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Francis Ughanze 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Website: olfpalmyra.org.au 
Direct: 0418 550 119 
 

Parish Secretary:  Andrena Inopulos 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 
10.00am - 4.00pm 
Office Phone: 9339 1298 
 

Our Lady Of Fatima Parish Pastoral 
Council 
Parish Councilors:-  
Bernard Landro (Chairperson) - Email: 
blandro@iinet.net.au  Mob:0418 955 610 
Carl Carcione, Ugo Landro, Pauline 
Sweeny, Lorraine Szefczyk, Joe Terribile 
& Stefano Zagami. 
  

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Primary 
School 
3 Harris Street, Palmyra WA 6157. 
Principal: Jacinta Petersen 
Email: Jacinta.Petersen@cewa.edu.au 
Office Phone: 9333 7900 
 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS: 
Margaret Matassa: matassa@bigpond.com 
Bernie Keane: bernieandanto@yahoo.com.au 
————————————————————- 

HAPPY EASTER  SEASON! 
PERMANENT FEATURE OF EASTER:  
EUREKA! = “I have found it!” can be used to describe 
the joy of Easter. 
 
The Reality of the Resurrection - Jesus acts as guide to 
his fishermen friends - the charcoal fire; then the real 
message: FEED MY SHEEP! 
 
While the appearances of Jesus could be said to be John, 
the artist’s representation, which points to the fact that 
Jesus is alive, the appearances speak to the deeper meaning 
of Jesus dying to the old way of the old man, and rising to 
the new way of living the new life in Christ. Jesus is not a 
vision, nor is he a ghost, nor an appearance nor is he a 
Spirit. 
Jesus is a person. It is because Jesus is a person that we can 
say that God is a person. Jesus was a person before his 
bodily death, and remains a person after his bodily death. 
But Jesus is alive not because of his appearances but be-
cause he is a person who has received a new birth through 
water and the Spirit. That is, Jesus was dead in the body 
but he is alive in the Spirit. And unless a man/woman is 
alive in the spirit he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
Only through water and the Spirit, that is, only through the 
transformation, which comes through continuous reconcili-
ation with oneself, with others, and with God, can a 
woman say that they are seriously working to enter the 
kingdom of God as the people of the resurrection. This is 
called the rebirth in the spirit, or the birth from above. The 
body or the flesh has nothing to offer about this transfor-
mation. 
As Jesus, himself, makes it clear to Nicodemus who asks: 
how can a grown man be born again? Jesu replies: Unless a 
man/woman is born through water and the Spirit, he/she 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. What is born of flesh is 
flesh; what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be sur-
prised when I say: You must be born from above 
The wind blows wherever it pleases; you hear its sound but 
you cannot say where it comes from or where it is going. 
That is how it is with people who are born of the spirit 
(John 3::4-8). 
. 
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MASS TIMES 
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We will never see the wind, but we will never miss the effects of 

the wind. Appearances do not constitute our faith in the person of 

Jesus. They neither limit nor enhance it. And we can make too 

much of appearances. Our Faith is constituted in the person of 

Jesus who died to himself in order that we might also die to our-

selves. This exemplary lifestyle has an enormous power over us.  

The biblical scholar, William Barclay, retells the story by Dr John 

Hutton. Hutton used to tell of a workman who had been a drunken 

reprobate and who was converted. His workmates did their best to 

make look a fool. “Surely, they said to him, “you can’t believe in 

miracles or things like that. Surely, for instance, you don’t believe 

that Jesus turned water into wine.” “I don’t know,” the man an-

swered, “whether He turned water into wine when he was in Pales-

tine, but I do know that in my own house and home, He has turned 

beer into furniture!” Feeding the sheep follows transformation. 

—————————————————————— 

JOURNEY WITH  POPE FRANCIS: “I want to share 

with you the most beautiful  thing in life. Do you know 

what it is? It is the joy of giving ourselves completely in 

love, which makes us free. That joy has a name: it is Jesus. 

I wish you the beauty of falling in love with Jesus, who is 

the God of mercy… and who believes in you, dreams with 

you, loves your lives and will never disappoint you. Keep 

going forward always with Jesus, with your family and 

with the People of God; do not forget your roots. Speak 

with your elders, speak with your grandparents, speak 

with elderly people!  

May the Lord accompany you, and Our Lady keep 

you. Let us now pray to her for peace, as we think 

of the humanitarian tragedy unfolding … May we 

be tireless in praying and in offering assistance to 

those who suffer.” (Pope Francis –25 April 2022) 
———————————————————— 
A FORMULA FOR THE RESURREC-
TION AND RENEWAL OF LIBERAL 
DEMOCRACY. [-the Resurrection consid-
ered at the highest level of State/State, 
Church/Church, and Church/State in hu-
man reconciliation and transformation] 
Liberal democracy and Christianity are not synon-
ymous. Yet Western Christians, faced with the 
multiple catastrophes that are now happening eve-
ry day in Ukraine, might make the mistake of 
thinking so.  
They see Vladimir Putin’s attack on that country 
as the realisation, in proxy or prototype form, of 
an almost apocalyptic battle between two sets of 
beliefs. Holy Russia stands for all that is sacred; 
Western democracy for all that is not. To Putin, 
the West is decadent, immoral, secular, rudderless, 
subject to popular whim, essentially spineless, 
driven by the interests of an amoral American 
capitalism. And it is expansionist of its very na-
ture, a threat to his idea of Russia.  
On the other hand, Western democrats tend to 
regard the world they have created as some kind of 
final statement of what a civilised society should 
look like, if not “the end of history” then certainly 
one of its last chapters. A community of nations 
was assembled after the Second World War under 
a set of rules contained in the United Nations 
Charter, a fundamental principle of which was that 
nations should never again pursue their interests 
and national goals by attacking each other. But 

liberal democracy was not part of that deal ... 
It is an observed fact that liberal democracies 
have tended to marginalise religion, and even 
to nurture hostility to it; it is welcome only in 
so far as it goes along with the moral fashions 
of the moment, and difficulties can arise 
when it insists on moral absolutes.  

 
As Pope Benedict intimated in his address in 
Westminster Hall during his state visit to Britain 
in 2010, democracy is a method of decision-
making based on persuasion using human reason, 
rather than a source of moral principles that are 
universal and therefore not subject to majority 
vote. But “if the moral principles underpinning the 
democratic process are themselves determined by 
nothing more solid than social consensus, then the 
fragility of the process becomes all too evident—
herein lies the real challenge for democracy”, he 
said.  
“This is why I would suggest that the world of 
reason and the world of faith—the world of secu-
lar rationality and the world of religious belief—
need one another, and should not be afraid to enter 
into a profound and ongoing dialogue, for the 
good of our civilisation.” ... 
The most powerful case against liberal democracy 
is to categorise it as a colonial export, imposed on 
other mainly post-colonial nations, to suit the in-
terest of the West, especially the United States. Its 
critics reject government “of the people, by the 
people, for the people” as unworkable for the sort 
of reason Benedict touches on, its essential root-
lessness.   
This may be very depressing, but it also points the 
way forward. Liberal democracy needs re-
moralising. It has to find a purpose other than its 
own self-perpetuation, not just to develop an im-
mune system that repels narcissism but also to 
provide an incentive for all who genuinely care for 
the common good.  
They in turn will need an agreed ethical founda-
tion, to ensure that liberal democracy works for all 
humankind and not just for the benefit of US cor-
porations and wealthy elites. 
That foundation has existed since 1948,and it is 
contained in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. Inspired by the Catholic philosopher 
Jacques Maritain, this set of values is not purely 
secular. It is very close to the teaching of the 
Catholic Church as expressed by Pope John 
XX111 in his 1963 encyclical, Pacem in Terris, 
(Peace on Earth) Rights, he said, come from di-
vine law. “Any well-regulated and productive 
association of human beings in society demands 
the acceptance of one fundamental principle: that 
each individual is truly a person, with a nature, 
that is, endowed with intelligence and free will. 
As such he or she has rights and duties, which 
together flow as a direct consequence from their 
nature. 
 

These rights and duties are universal and 
inviolable, and therefore altogether inaliena-
ble.” He lists them: the right to life, the right 
to bodily integrity and to food, clothing, 
shelter, medical care, rest and “the necessary 
social services”. He adds the right to free-
dom of speech, to access the truth about 
public affairs, and the right to take part in 
cultural activities. All of these are at stake in 
the war in Ukraine. 
(Editorial—The Tablet: 16th April 2022) 
————————————————————- 
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
OUR FIRST AND SECOND COLLECTIONS 
AND PARISH BUILDING FUND 
They help us pay our bills and our Insurance, meet 
our Archdiocesan financial levy for seminaries, 
and they also go towards the maintenance of our 
Parish structures. As we say, each person their 
taste: we are giving a little thought to the needs of 
those parishioners or visitors who might prefer 
donating through bank transfers, to  cash dona-
tions in situ.   
For this choice,  please find below:                                 
FIRST COLLECTION: 
BSB: 086 006: 
A/C NO: 551882724  
A/C NAME: The Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Perth Our Lady of Fatima Parish PALMY-
RA PRESBYTERY ACCOUNT 
 
SECOND COLLECTION 
BSB: 086 006 
A/C NO: 670197711 
A/C NAME: The Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Perth Our Lady of Fatima Parish PALMY-
RA PARISH ACCOUNT 
 
PALMYRA PARISH BUILDING FUND: 
BSB: 086 006 
A/C NO: 867962448 
———————————————————— 

DOCKERS CORNER: 
Another great effort and win this time  
against Carlton and our prayers of THANKS-
GIVING need to continue.  Future captain 
Andrew Brayshaw had a magnificent match. 
Also, great to see Michael “Sonny” Walters, 
snag two important goals.  We now head 
down to the Cattery to face Geelong on Sat-
urday afternoon.   GO DOCKERS!!  
—————————————————- 
USEFUL TRIFLES: What is most gripping 
in the resurrection myth is its power to trans-
form (Diarmuid O’ Murchu, M.S.C.) 


