
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOST LEADERS 
 
We are all aware of the big changes in the Catholic 
Church over the past 50 years. These changes have 
been most noticeable in the falling attendance at 
mass and the alienation of so many of our young 
people. 
 
There is one tragedy upon which an increasing num-
ber of Catholics agree—the Church’s failure to make 
full use of the enormous wealth of experience and 
the talents, expertise and special perspective of more 
than half its members—women. 
 
Let us see what Joanna Moorhead has to say. 
(Joanna is a journalist who contributes to the TAB-
LET, a Catholic magazine in London). 
 
TO MARK International Women’s Day on Tuesday 
8th March 2022, The Tablet compiled a list of 50 
remarkable women. They are just a tiny fraction of 
the women who could, in a Church that drew fairly 
and equally on the gifts of all the faithful, be sharing 
in its leadership. These are the women who could be 
running parishes and managing dioceses. They 
could be leading Vatican departments (a handful of 
senior officials in the Roman Curia are women, but 
fewer than one in 10 of the total). They could be 
serving on Episcopal conferences. They could be 
presiding at worship—though the Church’s failure to 
make intelligent use of the gifts and talents of women 
is a concern that goes deeper and further than the 
issue of their ordination to the diaconate or to the 
priesthood. Women could—and should—be rede-
signing the landscape in a Church that, in 2022, is in 
urgent need of fundamental change. 
 
Of course, women are already in important leader-
ship positions in the Church itself and in Catholic 
schools, hospitals and charities—and the number of 
them is growing. The women who are dotted around 
the leadership structures of the Church, certainly 
have authority and influence. Women such as 
Nathalie Becquart—an undersecretary at the Synod 
of Bishops office, who will be the first woman with a 
right to vote during the summit of bishops next 
year—are making a real difference. But the Catholic 
Church is led by men. And the men who lead the 
Church are elected by men in a recruitment process 
dominated by men. 

These 50 lost leaders include academics and writ-
ers; spiritual guides and campaigners; thinkers, 
teachers and entrepreneurs. Some work inside a 
Catholic Church that they know could be better, if 
they and others were given more space as leaders. 
Some no longer live within the Church’s visible 
boundaries but have been heavily influenced by 
Catholicism. It has shaped their values and beliefs, 
and if the option had been there for them to put 
their talents to the service of the church, we are 
sure at least some of them would have taken it. 
 
NOW DON’T get us wrong: all the women on this 
list are living their best lives, and there’s no “second 
best” for them about how the cards have fallen. 
Given the pitfall of clericalism into which they might 
have been sucked, they may well have flourished 
precisely because they’ve forged their own paths 
outside the Church’s channels. So, these women 
are winners. But—and here is the tragedy we want 
to highlight on International Women’s Day—it’s the 
Church that has lost out. Even more than having 
failed to properly embrace women’s gift, it has 
failed to open itself up to being changed by their 
presence. 
 
And change is critical. In 2022, it has not been 
difficult for us to find 50 women who might, in other 
circumstances, have been open to being leaders 
inside the Church, we could easily have found 100, 
500, even 5,000. We’re looking forward to your 
letters telling us who else we should have included. 
But will it be as easy in 10 year’s time? Twenty? 
Younger women are peeling away from the Church; 
they can see the glass ceiling, and they know it’s 
barely being addressed. 
 
So the time for action, most definitely, is now. The 
alternative is that the tragedy of women’s lost gifts 
will deepen. The entire Church will be more than 
impoverished; its very future will be threatened if it 
continues to fail to recognize what it is losing. 
 

Michael Keane 
(Parishioner) 
————————————————————- 

 

 

 

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY 
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                         Christ’s Love in Action 

                            
MISSION STATEMENT    

 

Meeting Christ as All in all through:  Our relationship with others in creation, 
Seeking God in the stillness, Embracing the Good News of the Gospel, 

Accepting the challenges of the Cross, The power of the Holy Spirit 
and intercession of Our Lady of Fatima 

Our Lady Of Fatima Catholic Church 
10 Foss Street, Palmyra  WA 6157. 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Francis Ughanze 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Website: olfpalmyra.org.au 
Direct: 0418 550 119 
 

Parish Secretary:  Andrena Inopulos 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 
10.00am - 4.00pm 
Office Phone: 9339 1298 
 

Our Lady Of Fatima Parish Pastoral 
Council 
Parish Councilors:-  
Bernard Landro (Chairperson) - Email: 
blandro@iinet.net.au  Mob:0418 955 610 
Carl Carcione, Ugo Landro, Pauline 
Sweeny, Lorraine Szefczyk, Joe Terribile 
& Stefano Zagami. 
  

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Primary 
School 
3 Harris Street, Palmyra WA 6157. 
Principal: Jacinta Petersen 
Email: Jacinta.Petersen@cewa.edu.au 
Office Phone: 9333 7900 
 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS: 
Margaret Matassa: matassa@bigpond.com 
Bernie Keane: bernieandanto@yahoo.com.au 

————————————————————- 

HAPPY EASTER  SEASON! 
PERMANENT FEATURE OF EASTER:  
EUREKA! = “I have found it!” can be used to 
describe the joy of Easter. 
 
THE NEED FOR CONSCIENCE AS THE 
MOST VITAL AID  TO DYING TO SELF 
 
Pope Francis once commented on what he called  
“the  mystery of the voice.” 
He said, “The mystery of the voice is suggestive: we 
think  about how from our mother’s womb we learn 
to recognise her voice and our father’s voice; from 
the tone of someone’s voice we can perceive love 
and scorn, affection or coldness.” 
Conscience is the voice, which the sheep hears. But 
the voice is, first and foremost, heard by the carrier 
of the voice. The voice rises from the  depth of the 
spirit that gives life. 
Vatican II describes Conscience as the final arbiter in 
a man or a woman. 
 Conscience is, St John Henry Newman taught,  “the 
voice of God..” 
If the Conscience should be the final arbiter, if it 
should be the voice of God in us, one must endeav-
our to  have it properly informed. 
What is good  cannot contradict  conscience. That is 
the reason what informs  conscience must be akin to 
what is good. That is the reason too why those who 
inform conscience must habitually work to acquire 
whatever mirrors goodness. 
In this respect, it is  useful to develop a balanced 
conscience: A balanced conscience is a conscience, 
which knows what is good and does it. It is the na-
ture of conscience to strive to achieve that, which is 
right, once the right is determined. It is so because 
good conscience can discriminate between the good 
and  the not-so-good,  between the good and the bad, 
between the good and the indifferent. 

THE FEEM WEEKLY 
(FEEM = Faith Enrichment & Evangelising Ministry) 

 
AN INCLUSIVE WELCOMING PARISH FAMILY 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday: @ 9.00am & 6.30pm (Vigil). 
Sunday: @ 7.30am, 9.45am & 6.30pm. 

Monday & Thursday: @ 9.00am 
Reconciliation: Available on request or 5.45pm Saturdays 

To the same degree, Good conscience tempers 

scrupulosity. For in the varying voices, which 

speak to us daily, one hears  both the harmony of  

good symphony, and the  dissonance of afflicted  

souls. To be able to discern the harmony and the 

dissonance is to make progress in our journey of 

transformation. 

It  becomes the voice, not just for our own guid-

ance but the touchstone for our environment, 

from where another observer begins their jour-

ney. 

——————————————————————————— 

JOURNEY WITH  POPE FRANCIS 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FOR MAY – MARY’S 
MONTH, AND TODAY MOTHERS DAY 
SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2022 
“We pray for all young people, called to live life 
to the fullest; may they see in Mary’s life the way 
to listen, the depth of discernment, the courage 
that faith generates, and the dedication to ser-
vice.”           Pope Francis 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 2022 
“This can happen to us, out of tiredness, disap-
pointment, perhaps out of laziness, to forget the 
Lord and to neglect the great choices we have 
made, to content ourselves with something else. 
For example, not to dedicate time to talking to-
gether in the family, preferring personal pas-
times; we forget prayer, letting ourselves get 
wrapped up in our own needs; we neglect chari-
ty, with the excuse of daily urgencies. But, in 
doing so, we find ourselves disappointed…”  
Pope Francis 
 

PERHAPS BEING 'SPIRITUAL BUT NOT 
RELIGIOUS' ISN’T SUCH A BAD THING  

Church leaders often wring their hands over fear 

that withholding public condemnation of individu-

als about sexuality, politics, Communion or some 

other issue could be the potential source of 

"scandal" to the faithful. Yet many young adults, 

affiliated and disaffiliated Catholics alike, regular-

ly point to such condemnations — particularly 

when they target the most vulnerable and  

marginalized — as the real stumbling block to 

faith in general and religious affiliation in particu-

lar. The 2018 pre-synodal meeting of young adults 

from around the world bears witness to this truth. 

The final document, composed by the young 

adults themselves at the invitation of Pope Francis 

for the Synod of Bishops on young people, says:  

"Lots of young people, having lost trust in institu-

tions, have become disaffiliated with organized 

religion and would not see themselves as 

'religious.' However, young people are open to the 

spiritual."They add, "Scandals attributed to the 

Church — both real  and and perceived — affect 

the confidence of young people in the Church and 

in the traditional institutions for which she stands. 

"For at least the last four years since this document 

was published, and perhaps even longer, I have 

been thinking about the expression "spiritual but 

not religious." i 
 

Part of this has to do with my identity as  a pastoral 
minister, a Franciscan friar and Catholic priest. In 
that capacity, I was initially inclined like many oth-
er ordained and lay ministers committed to serving 
the church to be pessimistic and see such phrases as 
reflecting the perennial boogeymen of our contem-
porary era: individualism, relativism, consumerism 
and so on. I admit that it worried me a little  and it 
appeared to be a sign that an increasing number of 
people — especially young people — were rejecting 
a tradition and institution I cared about so deeply. 
What if we focused first on the embrace of one's 
identity as spiritual. At the same time, I was also 
looking at the sociological reports and the self-
identification of increasing numbers of people 
through the lens of a theologian and scholar of spir-
ituality. And the combination of my professional 
scholarly assessment and pastoral ministry with 
young people began leading me toward a much 
different, even more optimistic perspective. For too 
long, pastors and parents have dwelt on the ostensi-
ble rejection of "the religious," that second part of 
the self-identifying phrase, which portends bad 
things for traditional institutions of religious be-
longing. To many people, it is seen as the only im-
portant data point in the phrase, overshadowing 
what is, in my estimation, much more significant. 
What if we focused first on the embrace of one's 
identity as "spiritual"? What if our starting point in 
thinking about what it means to be a person in com-
munion with God, oneself and the world was not 
reduced to external expressions of institutional be-
longing, but instead began with attention to humans' 
inherent capacity for God? I am reminded of some-
thing the Missionary Oblate of Mary Immaculate, 
Fr. Ronald Rolheiser, says early in his best-selling 
book The Holy Longing: The Search for a Christian 
Spirituality entity as 'spiritual'? 
"Spirituality is not something on the fringes, an 
option for those with a particular bent. None of us 
has a choice. Everyone has to have a spirituality and 
everyone does have one, either a life-giving one or a 
destructive one."  In the tradition of St. Augustine 
of Hippo, Rolheiser goes on to say correctly that 
spirituality is another way of describing the intrinsic 
desire or passion we have been created with for the 
divine. Rolheiser adds: Hence, spirituality is not 
about serenely picking or rationally choosing cer-
tain spiritual activities like going to church, praying 
or meditating, reading spiritual books, or setting off 
on some explicit spiritual quest. It is far  more basic 
than that. Long before we do anything religious at 
all, we have to do something about the fire that 
burns within us. What we do with that fire, how we 

channel it, is our spirituality . (Franciscan Fr 
Daniel P. Horan director of Centre for      

Spirituality & professor of philosophy, 
Religious studies and theology at St Mary’s Notre 
Dame, Indiana) To be continued. 
———————————————————— 
 
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
OUR FIRST AND SECOND COLLECTIONS 
AND PARISH BUILDING FUND 
They help us to pay our bills, our Insurance, meet 
our Archdiocesan financial levy for seminaries, 
and they also go towards the maintenance of our 
Parish structures. As we say, each person their 
taste: we are giving a little thought to the needs of 
those parishioners or visitors who might prefer 
donating through bank transfers, to  cash dona-
tions in situ.   
For this choice,  please find below:                                 
FIRST COLLECTION: 
BSB: 086 006: 
A/C NO: 551882724  
A/C NAME: The Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Perth Our Lady of Fatima Parish PALMY-
RA PRESBYTERY ACCOUNT 
 
SECOND COLLECTION 
BSB: 086 006 
A/C NO: 670197711 
A/C NAME: The Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Perth Our Lady of Fatima Parish PALMY-
RA PARISH ACCOUNT 
 
PALMYRA PARISH BUILDING FUND: 
BSB: 086 006 
A/C NO: 867962448 
———————————————————— 
DOCKERS CORNER: 
Team effort this week to beat Geelong on 

their own dungheap, Kardinya Park, and we 
go 6W and 1L.  We were missing 5 players 

normally in our best 22, but with a standout 
game from Blake Acres, our West Perth 
product, we shone through for the win. Give 

thanks to the Lord for He is good, Alleluia.  
Next week is another challenge to face North 

Melbourne on Friday night at home…...          
A sneak preview into the North Melbourne 

trashing -GO DOCKERS!!  
—————————————————- 
USEFUL TRIFLES:  
There can never be a conflict  between  
what God tells us in our conscience and 
what God tells us in the scriptures It is the 
same voice speaking to us in two different 
ways. ( The Redemptorists’ Living Word) 

http://secretariat.synod.va/content/synod2018/en/pre-synodal-meeting.html
http://secretariat.synod.va/content/synod2018/en/news/final-document-from-the-pre-synodal-meeting.html
https://www.ncronline.org/feature-series/synod-on-the-youth-2018/stories
https://ost.edu/fr-ronald-rolheiser-omi/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/156854/the-holy-longing-by-ronald-rolheiser/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/156854/the-holy-longing-by-ronald-rolheiser/

