
This can have the effect of undermining the natural and God-given 
authority that parents have over their children.  
While it may be necessary sometimes to seek professional advice, 
nevertheless parents should also trust their instincts. Even if some-
times parents make mistakes in the rearing of their children they 
will not resent it if they believe that their parents truly love them. 
Indeed sometimes teenagers sometimes “push” their parents with 
the sub-conscious intention of finding out whether their parents 
love them enough to discipline them. 
 
It always comes back to individual responsi-
bility. 
 

Dick Finucane 

 

——————————————————————————— 

 
REFLECTION ON ASCENSION 
 
There is a beautiful passage, attributed to the apocryphal writings 
of John, that captures the loving and profound human/divine rela-
tionship between Jesus and his companions. 
" Christ was at the centre. In a circle round him were the twelve 
apostles.  
Soon the enemies would arrive to crucify the Son and darkness 
would descend on the earth.  
But before that happened, Christ invited his disciples to dance with 
him.  
From the centre of the circle he said:  
'I shall be saved and I shall save.  
I shall be freed and I shall free. . .' 
The disciples danced around Him, holding hands. To each of 
Christ's statements they replied: 'Amen!' 
Then, from the very centre, Christ continued:  
'I am a lamp for you who see me. 
I am a mirror for you who look at me. 
I am a door for you who knock. 
I am a way for you who walk.' " 
 
Is it any wonder, then, that as Christ ascended, the disciples felt the 
parting and 
". . .stood there looking into the sky"? Acts 1, 11. 
 Is it any wonder that they "did him homage", this Man who had 
Danced the Dance of Divine Love with them? Lk 24, 52. 
  
We, too, are invited to do him homage, to dance The Dance! 
 
——————————————————————————— 

The vision of  Our Lady of  Fatima School is “nurturing 
lifelong learners who live Jesus’ message of love and 

peace”. 
 
There are limited spaces available from Kindergarten to 
Year 6 in 2022. Come and see what sets Our Lady of 
Fatima School apart, with a school tour, by contacting 
9333 7900 
———————————————————————-
POSITION VACANT:     GROUNDSPERSON 
- Our Lady of Fatima School 
Our Lady of Fatima School Palmyra is seeking a groundsperson to 

work independently caring for the grounds and mainte-
nance of our school. This position is part-time 
(approximately 10-15 hours per week) and days and 
times of work can be negotiated. 
Duties required by the role include 
(but are not limited to): 

•  Caring for the oval and gardens. 
•  Classroom, furniture and outdoor 
    maintenance. 
•   Working with our cleaning  
     agencies to coordinate 
     cleaning and waste  duties. 
•  Liaising with third parties, tradespeople     and contractors 
as needed. 
 
Interested applicants should contact the school on 9333 7900 or 
principal@olof.wa.edu.au. 
————————————————————- 
PARISH AND SCHOOL COMMUNITY NEWS 

• Parish Council minutes posted on notice 
board at back of the Church 

• We always seek new articles and commu-
nity involvement in your bulletin THE 
FEEM WEEKLY, please email any arti-
cles for inclusion to Fr Francis on 
emyfrank@iinet.net.au 

• Rosary prayers every Wednesday evening 
7.30pm in the Church, all welcome. 

• We also seek any items of interest to add 
to this PARISH AND SCHOOL COM-
MUNITY NEWS.  Please email any items 
to Bernard on blandro@iinet.net.au 

• Don’t forget to visit our Parish Website at 
olfpalmyra.org.au to see what has been 
happening in our Parish. 

• All are most welcome to join fellow Pa-
rishioners for Morning Tea, after the 9am 
Monday Mass. 

• Very successful visit to our Parish last 
week by Bishop Sproxton for Confirma-
tion. Thanks to all who contributed, and 
congratulations to all the candidates. 

• The Parish Hall is available for Parishion-
ers and friends to hire, for all your events. 
It is approved to accommodate up to 92 
people, Contact Ugo, Ph. 0409 290 884, or 
email on ugo@landroelectrical.com.au 

———————————————————-- 
DOCKERS CORNER: 
Oh well, another “water polo” type match this time at 
Optus saw coach Justin Longmuir’s statement, that it 

rains in Perth during wintertime seem prophetic. 
Collingwood handled the wet conditions much 
better, and we had another loss. Maybe we 
should pray for fine weather when the Dockers 
play!. This week it’s on to play top of the table, 

Melbourne at the MCG. Good luck Freo, let’s get the 
win. GO DOCKERS! 

USEFUL TRIFLES: Our forty days, now, 

are not the forty days of Lent - days of peni-
tence and serious work. The forty days of 
Easter are days of growth, development, dis-

cernment and further understanding of Jesus-

(The Redemptorists’ LIVING WORD) 
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                              VISION STATEMENT                             
                         Christ’s Love in Action 

                            
MISSION STATEMENT    

 

Meeting Christ as All in all through:  Our relationship with others in creation, 
Seeking God in the stillness, Embracing the Good News of the Gospel, 

Accepting the challenges of the Cross, The power of the Holy Spirit 
and intercession of Our Lady of Fatima 

Our Lady Of Fatima Catholic Church 
10 Foss Street, Palmyra  WA 6157. 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Francis Ughanze 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Website: olfpalmyra.org.au 
Direct: 0418 550 119 
 

Parish Secretary:  Andrena Inopulos 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 
10.00am - 4.00pm 
Office Phone: 9339 1298 
 

Our Lady Of Fatima Parish Pastoral 
Council 
Parish Councilors:-  
Bernard Landro (Chairperson) - Email: 
blandro@iinet.net.au  Mob:0418 955 610 
Carl Carcione, Ugo Landro, Pauline 
Sweeny, Lorraine Szefczyk, Joe Terribile 
& Stefano Zagami. 
  

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Primary 
School 
3 Harris Street, Palmyra WA 6157. 
Principal: Jacinta Petersen 
Email: Jacinta.Petersen@cewa.edu.au 
Office Phone: 9333 7900 
 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS: 
Margaret Matassa: matassa@bigpond.com 
Bernie Keane: bernieandanto@yahoo.com.au 

————————————————————- 

HAPPY EASTER SEASON 
PERMANENT FEATURE OF EASTER:  
EUREKA! = “I have found it!” can be used to describe the joy of Easter. 
 
 

               THE ASCENSION 
If you found  a rocket sputniking to Mars, you 

must convince yourself that the risen 
Jesus is not one of the lucky passen-
gers on board. Artists have always 
represented the Ascension as Jesus 
looking like a bird headed towards the 
skies. That is an artist’s impression, as 
it were, for transcendence. Transcend-
ence with a small “t” connotes aspira-

tion beyond ourselves, that is, beyond our limi-
tations, which means the same thing as working 
through our Resurrection: in brief, dying to 
ourselves. 
The facts about the Ascension are: 
First, only St Luke reports it. It is the image and 
the language, which Luke chooses to communi-
cate to non-Jews that Jesus has completed his 
mission and the disciples are in waiting for 
their own transformation. It is time, he is call-
ing on all his readers, to Theophilos, and us as 
well, to pay attention to the waiting and watch-
ing that must mark our own journey. Ascension 
then means: “Jesus, you are now our Lord and 
Master, and we reference and imitate you as our 
spiritual and pastoral mentor.” 
There are two other things that speak to those 
who read the account of the Ascension. While 
Matthew did not report the Ascension, he made 
reference to Jesus’ last meeting with his disci-
ples. They were to meet him at a small moun-
tain hill, which biblical scholars take to be 
Mount Tabor. The mountain in the scripture 
signifies that point where humans meet God. 
To meet with God means to be transformed. 

THE FEEM WEEKLY 
(FEEM = Faith Enrichment & Evangelising Ministry) 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday: @ 9.00am & 6.30pm (Vigil). 
Sunday: @ 7.30am, 9.45am & 6.30pm. 

Monday & Thursday: @ 9.00am 
Reconciliation: Available on request or 5.45pm Saturdays 

The other thing of significance is the numeral, forty, 
which fits into Jewish sense of numerology, and it 
connotes a time to wait. The biblical writers used 
forty to denote a time of waiting, and waiting can be 
painful. However, it is a time to learn the patience 
that informs our growth.  
Ascension is approximately forty days from Easter. 
Noah and his family had to wait forty days for the 
waters to recede. The Israelites wandered forty 
years through the desert. Jesus fasted for forty days 
and nights, at the end of which he was literally hun-
gry, and metaphorically hungry also in the spiritual 
sense. 
The Ascension of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, therefore, 
brings the liturgy of Easter to an end but not the 
lived out experience of Easter joy, hope, and striv-
ing to be better, to reach beyond that, which dimin-
ishes us, and to reach towards that, which towers 
beyond us, but which is within us, Love, yet to be 
mastered. 
……………………………………………………… 

 
Reconcilia-
tion Week 
2022 – —    
Be Brave, Make 

Change: Each 

year Australians show their willingness to listen to 
First Nations peoples by participating in events 
during this week for Reconciliation. 
 
Since the Bridge Walks for Reconciliation at the 
turn of the century, each year has seen a growth in 
those taking part and a growth in understanding and 
appreciation of how we can learn to put things right 
by listening, accepting and moving forward togeth-
er. 
 
For some of us, this might be the first year that we 
have felt we want to know more about reconcilia-
tion. We could do no better than to read The Uluru 
Statement from the Heart, https://
ulurustatement.org and follow the campaign to gain 
full acceptance by the Australian community of this 
call by the First Nations people right across the 
country. 
Other opportunities where we can actually partici-
pate in a reconciliation event are being offered by 
the City of Melville: 

Nyin, Ni, Koorliny - (Sit, Listen, Walk) 
The City of Melville invites you to Nyin, Ni,  
Koorliny (Sit, Listen, Walk) for reconciliation at 
Dyoondalup Point Walter.  Ni (listen) to the sto-
ries of Elders and koorliny (walk) with us along 
the beautiful bidi (paths) from Kwoppa Kepa to 
Jennalup, as you contemplate what you can do in 
your life to make change for reconciliation.  
Sunday 29 May, 9.30 – 11.30 - Meet at the Stolen 
Generations Memorial, Djoondalup Point Walter. 

 
Reconciliation WA also has a WALK FOR REC-
ONCILIATION on Friday June 3 https://
nrw.reconciliation.org.au/event/walk-for-
reconciliation/ 
 
We are invited to join in a journey though Kaarta 
Koomba (Kings Park) with special meeting places 
dotted along the walk featuring truth telling ses-
sions and cultural entertainment.  There are spaced 
time slots to help manage capacity and to keep us 
COVID safe, meaning registration for the Walk is 
essential (click on the link above or search online 

for the event).   Margaret Matassa 
——————————————————- 
 
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR 
FIRST AND SECOND COLLECTIONS AND PAR-
ISH BUILDING FUND 
They help us to pay our bills, our Insurance, meet our Archdioce-
san financial levy for seminaries, and they also go towards the 
maintenance of our Parish structures. As we say, each person 
their taste: we are giving a little thought to the needs of those 
parishioners or visitors who might prefer donating through bank 
transfers, to  cash donations in situ.  For this choice,  please find 
below: 
 

FIRST COLLECTION: 
BSB: 086 006: 
A/C NO: 551882724  
A/C NAME: The Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Perth Our Lady of Fatima Parish PALMYRA PRES-
BYTERY ACCOUNT 
 
SECOND COLLECTION 
BSB: 086 006 
A/C NO: 670197711 
A/C NAME: The Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Perth Our Lady of Fatima Parish PALMYRA PAR-
ISH ACCOUNT 
 

PALMYRA PARISH BUILDING FUND: 
BSB: 086 006 
A/C NO: 867962448 

 

 

A Hindu-born man from Kanya-
kumari district in Tamil Nadu, who 
converted to Christianity in the 18th 
century, Lazarus Devasahayam, is 
set to become the first Indian layman 
to be declared a saint on 15 May 
2022. 
Devasahayam, who took the name 

‘Lazarus’ in 1745, was first approved for sainthood in February 
2020 for “enduring increasing hardships” after he decided to 
embrace Christianity.  As the postulator for his cause, Father 
Joseph Elphinstone told Vatican Radio that Devasahayam is a 
poignantly significant figure for India today, as he embodies a 
model of fraternity and recognition of the dignity of all persons, 
regardless of religion or of social standing.  In fact, Fr Joseph 
explained, born to an upper-caste Hindu family, he embraced 
Christianity and championed the rights of India’s lowest castes 
preaching the equality of all people despite rigid caste differences. 
But first, he emphasized, this canonization is a high honour for the 
laity that is increasingly involved in the life of the Church and its 
people.  Father Elphinstone explained that this is a significant time 
for the Catholic Church in India, “a vibrant Church that is growing 
and is moving towards the laity,” a laity that is becoming more and 
more involved in different activities and is, in fact, “the centre the 
Church is trying to serve.” 
13/11/2021 
Church in India: Devasahayam’s canonization a “historic 
moment” 
So, to have a layperson “being honoured and elevated to the high-
est rank is the best and highest honour we can give to the laity,” he 
said.  The fact that Devasahayam was able to do great things, 
contributing to the Church, to the community and to the people is 
being transmitted to Indians today, he continued, and thousands of 
people are flocking towards this saint. He is a saint who is very 
concerned about people, “their problems, their worries, their differ-
ences, their cultures,” he said. “So, it's going to be a great begin-
ning. He has left a great legacy for the Indian laity.” 
A champion of equality:  Lazarus Devasahayam has also left a 
great legacy in the field of rights, of equality, as he - a Hindu upper
-class man who preached equality despite caste differences - was 
close to the marginalized as he followed the Gospel of Christ. 
Father Joseph explained that “many may think that he was killed, 
martyred, just because of his conversion,” but that is not the case 
because in the kingdom of Travancore where he served and con-
verted to Christianity, “the king himself built a small chapel for 
him; he appointed and paid for the chaplain,” and he worked 
alongside the Carmelite missionaries who were working there. 
“What was not tolerated was that being a high caste man, he had 
no barriers after he became a Christian” and he forged ahead 
following God’s Word that all His children are equal. For him, 
Father Joseph said, there was “no barrier, no difference, no high 
and low, no rich and poor, no class caste.” Christians, he said were 
considered a low and insignificant community and when this saint 
“freely started moving with them, chanting with them, celebrating 
with them, mingling with them, eating with them,” the high caste 
people in the palace could not tolerate it. “His life became some-
thing which they couldn't tolerate and that made them kill this 
saint.” 
Devasahayam and a synodal Church:   Devasahayam is particu-
larly significant in today’s context, Father Joseph continued, also 
because he is totally in line with Pope Francis’ call to undertake a 
synodal process of collaboration, dialogue, listening, discerning. 
Until now, he said, “we were not giving much importance to 
listening to the voice of the lower and the laity and the ordinary 
people. Now, this saint has given a new inspiration,” in this regard. 
He pointed to the fact that every parish, every deanery, every 
diocese has started talking about what is the spirituality of this 
great saint; they have started conducting seminars, sitting together 
and having dialogues. “And they would like to start a new centre 
where lay spirituality can be promulgated,” he noted: “So these are 
 
 
 

all new beginnings!" What’s more, he continued, “he calls us 
also to listen to other religions, to different denominations - all of 
us together - not like simply our own people, our own Catholics, 
our own group.”  India today, Father Joseph said, needs to reflect 
on how to make a change. The caste divisions, he said, “are like 
cancer” in Indian society.   “We need to explore very much, 
reflect with him and promulgate the great values for which he 
lived and he died.”  
A proud moment for the country:  “It's a proud moment, not 
only for the Tamil people, not only for Catholics in India,” 
Father Joseph said, but for everyone as witnessed by the fact that 
the government is sending three ministers to the canonization 
ceremony in Rome. Indians, he said, have waited 270 years for 
this moment and they are celebrating with joy. In fact, he added, 
it is significant that, because of the conversion dimension in-
volved, the canonization could have been instrumentalized by 
those who foster division. But happily, he said, “By God’s grace, 
we are having a peaceful coexistence and we are having a happy 
celebration.” “We don't wish that this saint, who worked for 
peace and unity, may become a symbol of division, jealousy and 
rivalry.” Father Joseph said the Indian Church's perspective and 
focus is not on the conversion, but on the good values he lived 
and gave expression to. 
The Canonization:   Almost 6,000 people have applied for visas 
to travel to Rome for the Canonization. They are coming from 
India, Europe and the United States, Father Joseph concluded, 
expressing his personal sense of satisfaction and joy that his 
country has a saint who can become a symbol of bridge and 
communion.  “A unifier, a great person who can help everybody 
to respect other people and other religions, going beyond all 
divisions and showing us how to journey together towards a 
better life.”    By Linda Bordoni 

——————————————————————-- 
 

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY 
 
During the election campaign 
we were all bombarded every 
day with advertisements urging 
us to vote in a particular way. 
On TV and in the papers the 
ads are relentless in wanting us 
to purchase a massive range of 
goods that we don’t really 

need. Social media is powerful in trying to shape our thinking 
about a great variety of issues. Young people are particularly 
susceptible to this kind of pressure.  
 
One subtle influence comes from so-called “experts” (often in 
panel discussions) who dogmatically insist that their opinions are 
the right ones and even howl down anyone who offers a different 
point of view. Jesus experienced this in discussions with the 
pharisees who were so self-assured that they wouldn’t tolerate 
any opposing point-of-view or teaching.   
 
Jesus was different from the pharisees. He was a great listener. 
An example is his encounter with the Samaritan woman at 
Jacob’s Well. Sitting at the Well together they listened to each 
other’s words and had real communication. The result, St John 
tells us, was that Jesus stayed in the Samaritan town for two days 
and many people of the town became believers. 
 
Listening to other people’s opinions is worthwhile because 
sometimes there are gems of wisdom to grasp and keep. Howev-
er there is also much nonsense and worthless opinion pushed in 
our direction which should be filtered out. Each person is en-
dowed with an intelligence which enables him or her to discern 
what to accept and what not to accept. This is the right and 
responsibility of every individual.  
 
An instance comes to mind. Often “experts” tell parents how 
they should raise their children.  
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