
PPP“God works through un-plannable events 

that happen by chance, but by chance this hap-

pened to me, and by chance I met this person, by 

chance I saw this film. It was not planned but 

God works through un-plannable events, and 

also through setbacks: “But I was supposed to go 

for a walk, and I had a problem with my foot, I 

can’t…”. Setback: what is God saying to you? 

What is life telling you there?... Is it life speaking 

to you, is it the Lord speaking to you, or is it the 

devil?... But I was quiet at home and “Boom!” — 

my mother-in-law arrives. And how do you react 

to your mother-in-law? Is it love or something 

else inside?... I was working well in the office, 

and a companion comes along to tell me he needs 

money: how do you react? Seeing what happens 

when we experience things we were not expecting 

and learning to know our heart as it moves.” 

                                             15th September 2022 

———————————————————— 

“God is the Father and comes in search of us 

whenever we are lost… One who loves is con-

cerned about the one who is missing, longs for 

who is absent, seeks who is lost, await who has 

gone astray. For he wants no-one to be lost… As 

a Psalm says, He will “neither slumber nor 

sleep”, he always watches over us… Let us think 

of someone we know, who is close to us and has 

perhaps never heard anyone say, “You know, 

you are important to God”. “But I am in an ir-

regular situation, I have done this bad thing, that 

one…”. “You are important to God”, say to him. 

“You are not searching for him, but he is search-

ing for you”.”                       16th September 2022 
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TO THE STUDENTS OF OUR LADY OF 

FATIMA SCHOOL 

 
Here are a few updates from Our Lady of 
Fatima School for the final week of Term 3: 

• It was wonderful coming together as a 
whole on Wednesday of Week 9 for the finals 
of Fatima’s Got Talent. This involves stu-
dents nominating themselves with their spe-
cial talents to present to their classmates and 
then one or two performers are selected for 
the finals. And what a diverse number of 
talents that we witnessed- amazing music 
performances, dance and gymnastics and 
even comedy! 

• After a false start, we held our school 

Athletics Carnival on Thursday in Week 9. 
Although the weather was gusty and we ex-
perienced a bit of rain, it was a fantastic day 
and we saw excellent performances and beau-
tiful examples of sportsmanship. We are 
grateful to Seton Catholic College for provid-
ing the venue, as well as supporting us with 
their efficient, well-mannered and helpful 
students who assisted on the day. 

• Tuesday was a special day for our 
school community, as we held our Open Af-
ternoon. This provides an opportunity for 
parents and grandparents to come into class-
rooms and see the fabulous work that stu-
dents have been doing. A massive thank you 
to the staff for their hard work in preparing 
this for families. 

• We wish all our students, parents and 

staff a safe and happy school holidays! 
Jacinta Petersen,  
Principal 
Our Lady of Fatima School, 3 Harris Street, 
Palmyra, WA 6157 
(08)  9333 7900 
admin@olof.wa.edu.au; www.olof.wa.edu.au 
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MISSION STATEMENT    

 

Meeting Christ as All in all through:  Our relationship with others in creation, 
Seeking God in the stillness, Embracing the Good News of the Gospel, 

Accepting the challenges of the Cross, The power of the Holy Spirit 
And the intercession of Our Lady of Fatima 

Our Lady Of Fatima Catholic Church 
10 Foss Street, Palmyra  WA 6157. 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Francis Ughanze 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Website: olfpalmyra.org.au 
Direct: 0418 550 119 
 

Parish Secretary:  Andrena Inopulos 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 
10.00am - 4.00pm 
Office Phone: 9339 1298 
 

Our Lady Of Fatima Parish Pastoral 
Council 
Parish Councilors:-  
Bernard Landro (Chairperson) - Email: 
blandro@iinet.net.au  Mob:0418 955 610 
Carl Carcione, Ugo Landro, Pauline 
Sweeny, Lorraine Szefczyk, Joe Terribile 
& Stefano Zagami. 
  

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Primary 
School 
3 Harris Street, Palmyra WA 6157. 
Principal: Jacinta Petersen 
Email: admin@olof.wa.edu.au 
Office Phone: 9333 7900 
 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS: 
Margaret Matassa: matassa@bigpond.com 
Bernie Keane: bernieandanto@yahoo.com.au 

————————————————————- 

Commentary on Today’s Gospel 
 
Dives And Lazarus - Spiritual Burden 
and Spiritual Waste  
When we declutter, we feel lighter; and people  
declutter all the time. Here in Australia, house-
holds declutter all the time. Every suburb in the 
city or town is allocated a day in a year in which 
everyone is encouraged to leave out on the verge 
or on their front lawn those household items, 
which they no longer need or simply want to 
discard. But it always turns out that what one 
person discards another picks up as an item with 
which to redecorate their house. Thus the saying 
goes: “one person’s trash is another’s treasure.” 
The problem with Dives as with many people, is 
that they want to hold on to the items that have 
flayed on the edges, past-their-use-by-date, no 
longer needed in the household, best for the 
rubbish-bin. 
The sin of Dives is not his wealth, it is not his 
“gluttony and the gourmet feeding on exotic and 
costly dishes,” which was his daily practice. It is 
his unwillingness to discard that which was no 
longer useful to him, and which would eventual-
ly end up in his trash-can. 
In the days of Jesus, people ate with their hands 
for there were “neither knives, nor forks, nor 
napkins.” In wealthy homes, therefore, people 
cleaned their hands with hunks of bread, and 
then the bread was discarded as trash. It was this 
bread used for cleaning hands that Dives was 
unwilling to make available to Lazarus. 
One person’s pleasure, can become his spiritual 
undoing, which denies another her own pleasure. 

THE FEEM WEEKLY 
(FEEM = Faith Enrichment & Evangelising Ministry) 

mailto:emyfrank@iinet.net.au
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday: @ 9.00am & 6.30pm (Vigil). 
Sunday: @ 7.30am, 9.45am & 6.30pm. 

Monday & Thursday: @ 9.00am 
Reconciliation: Available on request or 5.45pm Saturdays 

NEWS FROM THE VATICAN ON THE 
CHANGING ECCLESSIASTICAL PARA-
DIGM 
 
The recent meeting of the 
College of Cardinals in 
Rome may not have been the 
concluding event in the pa-
pacy of Pope Francis, but it 
still had a sense of comple-
tion. “I was elected to reform 
the Roman Curia, “ Pope 
Francis more or less told the 
assembled cardinals, “and I have delivered. What do 
you think?” Yet every reform generates the need for 
another. It is true that each pope corrects the mis-
takes of his predecessor, it is not disloyal to the 
memory of John Paul II and Benedict XVI to inter-
pret the present Pope’s approach that way. Perhaps 
this is what the hermeneutics of continuity look like 
in practice. 
Insistence that any criticism of the papacy was dis-
loyalty to the Catholic faith, had, under John Paul II, 
a chilling effect on debate both among academics 
and laypeople. Pope Francis does not mind criti-
cism. He opposes the idea that the pope of the day 
must have definitive answers to every question, and 
he has made space for his severest critics, including 
those who think his approach has been a dangerous 
mistake. 
His key initiative may therefore turn out to be his 
making space for alternative opinions through the 
process called synodality. It is not at all surprising 
that many senior clergy who have spent most of 
their adult lives in the Church of John Paul II are 
finding this uncomfortable. The idea that the Holy 
Spirit only speaks to the Church from the top down 
is in conflict with the idea that the Spirit has other 
channels of influence, for instance through the voice 
of the laity. And these two streams have to be made 
to converge, or they will collide.  
It is essential that the voice “from below” should 
not be blocked or even filtered to make it more ac-
ceptable. The discernment between truth and false-
hood is a joint enterprise. Some cardinals feel un-
comfortable with the message coming through from 
the global synodal consultation exercise, especially 
concerning the place of women in the Church. The 
advice to them is simple. The right answer to a bad 
idea is a better one.  
 

The authoritarian style of Catholicism promoted 
by John Paul II was not the last word, but nor is 
anything said by Pope Francis. 
The mistakes of the Francis papacy—and, inevita-
bly, there have been some—can be corrected by 
the next one. However, Francis has managed to 
secure at least an expectation of continuity, by 
having appointed more than half the cardinals who 
will elect his successor. He is changing the eccle-
siastical paradigm, from power to service, from 
clerical hierarchy to the People of God, even from 
centre to periphery. Other transformations may lie 
ahead: from maleness to inclusivity, from a sexual 
ethic of law to an ethic of love, for instance. The 
Church’s financial arrangements may be less of a 
disgrace than they were, but the Church is still not 
comfortable with how it handles its own wealth. 
So there is an agenda for his successor already in 
place. And it is a positive one, full of exciting 
possibilities. That is his achievement 
 
THE TABLET:  -  EDITORIAL 
————————————————————- 
NEWS FROM THE VATICAN ON SEXUAL 
MORALITY 
NATURAL LAW IS NOT IMMUTABLE 
 
Forty-two years ago, the 
National Pastoral Con-
gress in Liverpool called 
for “development” in the 
Catholic Church’s teach-
ing on sexual morality, 
largely resulting from 
dissatisfaction with the encyclical Humanae Vitae 
published 12 years earlier. The encyclical had 
repeated the Church’s teaching that the use of 
contraceptives in marriage was gravely sinful; the 
congress did not think this should be left as the 
last word on the matter. There is a parallel here 
with what the German “synodal pathway” process 
has been calling for—a review of Catholic teach-
ing on sexual morality. The German emphasis has 
been on homosexuality, and on the harmful effect 
the declaration in the Catechism that “homosexual 
acts are intrinsically disordered” has had on gay 
Catholics. The two issues are related, as both arise 
from a particular reading of natural law.  In es-
sence this states that the procreative and unitive 
ends of sexual intercourse must 
 

 

not be separated, and to do so is “unnatural” and 
therefore always wrong. Contraception separates 
them, and homosexual acts have no reproductive 
function and are therefore wrong likewise. But natu-
ral law is not beyond evolution and may even be a 
product of it, and how it is understood may be dif-
ferent in different contexts. 
The International Theological Commission, in a 
paper published by the Vatican in 2009, called natu-
ral law “the moral law inscribed in the heart of hu-
man beings and of which humanity becomes ever 
more aware as it advances in history. This natural 
law... does not consist of definitive and immutable 
precepts. It is a spring of inspiration flowing forth 
for the search for an objective foundation for a uni-
versal ethic” (In Search of a Universal Ethic: A New 
Look at Natural Law). 
That is justification enough for the German Church 
to ask for a review of the Church’s teaching on 
sexual morality. It ought to be borne in mind, fur-
thermore, that when the Birth Control Commission 
set up by Pope John XXIII looked for a clear argu-
ment against contraception based on natural law, it 
failed to find one. Would a similar commission say 
the same about homosexuality, seeing how the rele-
vant natural law principles are the same? Indeed, 
there has been a significant shift in the understand-
ing of homosexuality: that it is hardwired rather 
than a free choice, for example.  Thankfully, words 
like “perversion” have dropped out of the vocabu-
lary: for someone who is gay, it is natural to be gay, 
just as for someone who is straight, it its natural to 
be straight.  Gay people and straight people are 
equally capable of forming committed relationships 
which become an “intimate partnership of life and 
love” (Vatican II; Gaudium et Spes), and equally 
capable of being predatory or disordered in their sex 
lives. Could these be the reasons why the applica-
tion of natural law reasoning to produce absolute 
prohibitions, depending neither on the good inten-
tions of the actor nor on beneficial outcomes, is no 
longer regarded as a binding moral intuition by 
many Catholic faithful? These questions need ad-
dressing—and better late than never. 
 

 THE TABLET: EDITORIAL 
————————————————-- 

“The Centenary Gold Committee 
invite you to view the calender of 
events displayed in the meeting room 
at the back of the Church.  The calen-
der has a small script describing the event with 
space where people can offer their names and 
contacts if they would like to lead or as-
sist.  There will be people in the room to assist 
with any questions or enquiries you may 
have.” 

 

Journeying with Pope Francis 
A perfect religious 
exterior can serve to 
hide the mere satisfac-
tion of one’s own 
needs, the quest of 
personal prestige, the 
desire for a certain 
social status or to keep 
things under control, 
the thirst for power 
and privilege, the de-
sire for recognition 
and so on… The Lord 
demands a different attitude. To follow him 
does not mean to become part of a court or a 
triumphal procession, or even to receive a life-
time insurance policy. On the contrary, it 
means “carrying one’s cross” : shouldering, 
like him, one’s own burdens and those of oth-
ers, making one’s life a gift, not a possession, 
spending it in imitation of his own generous 
and merciful love for us. These are decisions 
that engage the totality of our lives.” 
                                            11th September 2022 
————————————————————

— 

“There is a history that precedes one who dis-

cerns, a history that it is indispensable to know, 

because discernment is not a sort of oracle or 

fatalism, or something from a laboratory, like 

casting one’s lot on two possibilities. The great 

questions arise when we have already travelled 

a stretch of the road in life, and it is to that 

journey that we must return in order to under-

stand what we are looking for.” 
 

                                             12th September 2022 
 
—————————————————————————— 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


