
JOURNEY WITH THE POPE 

“The Gospel calls us to 

“repent, for the king-

dom of heaven is 

near!” (Mt 3:2) It sum-

mons us to a new rela-

tionship with God and 

entails a different relationship with others and 

with creation. Safeguarding God’s work is an 

essential part of the Christian life.” OCTOBER 7, 

2022 

————————————————————— 

“I knew an old religious brother who was the 

doorman of a boarding school, and every time he 

would approach the chapel, look at the altar, and 

say, “Hello,” because he was close to Jesus… 

This is the relationship we must have in prayer: 

closeness, affective closeness, as brothers and 

sisters, closeness with Jesus. A smile, a simple 

gesture, and not reciting words that do not reach 

the heart… It is a grace we must ask for one 

another: to see Jesus as our friend, as our great-

est friend, our faithful friend, who does not 

blackmail, above all who never abandons us, 

even when we turn away from Him.” OCTOBER 

6,2022 —————————————

“Familiarity with God can melt doubts and fears 

in a gentle way… It is said that two spouses who 

have lived together for so long loving each other 

end up resembling each other. Something similar 

can be said about affective prayer: in a gradual 

but effective way it makes us more and more 

able to recognize what counts through con-

naturality, as something that springs from 

depth of our being.” OCOTOBER 5, 2022 

————————————————————- 

“When I encounter the Lord in prayer, I be-

come joyful. Each one of us becomes joyful, a 

beautiful thing. Sadness, or fear, on the other 

hand, are signs of distance from God… Those 

who turn away from the Lord are never happy, 

even though they have an abundance of posses-

sions and possibilities at their dispos-

al.” OCTOBER 4, 2022 

———————————————————— 

“Discernment does not claim absolute certain-

ty, it is not a chemically pure method, it does 

not claim absolute certainty, because it is about 

life, and life is not always logical, it has many 

aspects that cannot be enclosed in one category 

of thought. We would like to know precisely 

what should be done, yet even when it happens, 

we do not always act accordingly. How many 

times have we, too, had the experience de-

scribed by the apostle Paul, who says: “For I do 

not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 

want” (Rom. 7:19).”  

OCTOBER 3, 2022 

———————————————————— 
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Meeting Christ as All in all through:  Our relationship with others in creation, 
Seeking God in the stillness, Embracing the Good News of the Gospel, 

Accepting the challenges of the Cross, The power of the Holy Spirit  
And the intercession of Our Lady of Fatima 

Our Lady Of Fatima Catholic Church 
10 Foss Street, Palmyra  WA 6157. 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Francis Ughanze 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Website: olfpalmyra.org.au 
Direct: 0418 550 119 
 

Parish Secretary:  Andrena Inopulos 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 
10.00am - 4.00pm 
Office Phone: 9339 1298 
 

Our Lady Of Fatima Parish Pastoral 
Council 
Parish Councilors:-  
Bernard Landro (Chairperson) - Email: 
blandro@iinet.net.au  Mob:0418 955 610 
Carl Carcione, Ugo Landro, Pauline 
Sweeny, Lorraine Szefczyk, Joe Terribile 
& Stefano Zagami. 
  

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Primary 
School 
3 Harris Street, Palmyra WA 6157. 
Principal: Jacinta Petersen 
Email: Jacinta.admin@olof.wa.edu.au 
Office Phone: 9333 7900 
 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS: 
Margaret Matassa: matassa@bigpond.com 
Bernie Keane: bernieandanto@yahoo.com.au 

————————————————————- 

COMMENTARY ON TODAY’S GOSPEL 
If we could see the future, we could do with 
more thanks on receipt of some benevolence. 
The future crystalises for us, not so much the 
debt we owe to those whose beneficiaries we 
have been, as the thanks, which should erupt 
from the wellbeing of our awareness that some-
one now needs me to return the kindness on 
which she/he must depend for their survival, 
without their prompting. While we are not 
bound to return any kindness, the argument in 
support of thanks should strongly speak to us:                                                                               
Saying “Thank you” relays contentment, while 
the lack of it displays a hydra-headed mon-
strousity. It is a nasty destroying personality. 
“Thank you,” when said with genuine  affection, 
draws people together, and lack of it, dissipates 
relationships. 
While a thankless person may not always or may 
never be a greedy person, a greedy person is 
never content. 
Lack of contentment breeds anger and envy. 
Envy can blind a person, and drive them into 
excesses, even to the extent of hurting others, 
while the absence of envy grows the spirit of 
community. 
In a loving community, people disagree well on 
complex life issues; no one is cancelled because 
they do not tow a particular line. 

In a loving community, saying “thank you” is 
the first threshold of association, which 
then grows into mutual acceptance and reci-
procity. 
To make “thank you” one’s norm for life 
frees one from  the obsessive love of self,  
which can lead  to the exclusion of others. 

THE FEEM WEEKLY 
(FEEM = Faith Enrichment & Evangelising Ministry) 

mailto:emyfrank@iinet.net.au
mailto:blandro@iinet.net.au


MASS TIMES 
Saturday: @ 9.00am & 6.30pm (Vigil). 
Sunday: @ 7.30am, 9.45am & 6.30pm. 

Monday & Thursday: @ 9.00am 
Reconciliation: Available on request or 5.45pm Saturdays 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND QUEEN 
ELIZABETH AT RECONCILIATION WEEK-
END. 

 
A SERMON AT 
SANDRINGHA 
 
The memoirs of the 
late Cardinal Cormac 
Murphy-O’Connor 
recall the weekend he 
was asked to preach 
for a queen. 
 
IN JANUARY 2002, I 
was invited by the Queen to spend a weekend at 
Sandringham and to preach at the Sunday morning 
service. Apart from myself there were four or five 
other guests, as well as Prince Philip and Sophie, 
Countess of  Wessex. I drove up to Norfolk from 
London on the Saturday afternoon and was greeted 
on arrival by the Queen and Prince Philip. At dinner 
that evening I asked her when she would pay a visit 
to Ireland. She told me that she would love to go to 
Ireland but that “they” - her advisors, I presumed—
had cautioned against it. I was delighted when, nine 
years later, she was finally able to make her historic 
visit to Ireland and was received with great joy and 
acclaim.  
 
I got up early the next morning so that I could cele-
brate Mass at a nearby Catholic church before going 
on to the local church in Sandringham for the Morn-
ing Service. I had prepared my sermon with a little 
more care than usual. I had expected that I might be 
preaching with the Queen and Prince Philip in front 
of me, but in fact they were sitting behind me in the 
choir. The Prince was thoughtful enough to make a 
few comments over lunch, so I knew that he at least 
hadn’t nodded off to sleep. He could rarely resist 
making a few digs at Church teaching. 
 
After dinner on the Sunday evening, the Queen 
asked me if I had enjoyed my weekend. “Was there 
anything at all that did not work out as you would 
have wished?” Of course it had been a wonderful 
treat, as you’d expect, but I told her that I’d been 
asked to bring casual clothes, so I had been to Pinks 
on Jermyn Street and bought myself a new check 
shirt and a pair of corduroy trousers.   
 

She leaned over to Prince Philip and said: “Oh 
dear, the poor Cardinal has got himself new 
clothes for the barbecue which we had to cancel 
because of the awful weather.”  
 
When I came down the next morning, bacon and 
eggs were laid out for us to help ourselves. The  
Queen never comes down for breakfast, and the 
others must  have pushed off. There was just 
Prince Philip and myself. The morning papers 
were all laid out and I was curious to see if there 
were any pictures of me with the Queen. But the 
only royal story that morning was about Prince 
Harry, who was in the soup about something or 
other. The Prince and I looked at each other and 
shrugged. I drove home with my new check shirt 
still in its wrapper.  
 
Pope Francis asked me if I could join them when 
he met the Queen on her visit to Rome in April 
2014. Of course I agreed, but protocol wouldn’t 
allow it. He was a tiny bit nervous, not like him. 
Popes are used to a stream of visitors, royalty, 
presidents, and all the rest of it, but there’s some-
thing special about meeting the Queen of England, 
even for a pope. 
 
Adapted from An English Spring: Memoirs by 
Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Coonor  
(Bloomnsbury, 2015) 
——————————————————————- 
THE CROWN AND THE SHAMROCK 
(THE IRISH CATHOLICS) 
AT RECONCILIATION 
 
IRELAND’S RELATIONSHIP 
with the British monarchy has come 
a long way since the coronation of 
Elizabeth II in 1953. At that time, no newsreels or 
film documentaries (there was no access to TV) 
could be shown across the Republic. Republicans 
threatened to burn down any cinemas that dared to 
do so, and an office window in Cork that dis-
played a portrait of the monarch was attacked. 
Pathe newsreels had to be secretly shown in 
Protestant church halls, stimulating a discreet ecu-
menical response from Catholic neighbours who 
attended the screenings. 
 
So much has changed. The Taoiseach, Michéal 
Martin, described the Queen  as “a friend to Ire-

land
ings. There was enormous interest in her death and 
an outpouring of sympathy, and Irish broadcast 
media cleared their schedules to air reports, tributes 
and discussions. The 2011 state visit to the Irish 
Republic made all the difference, and was repeated-
ly recalled. 

 
The Queen meaningfully mastered a few words of 
Irish in her Dublin Castle address
agus a chairde 
”
her head at Dublin
cated to generations of rebels who strove to over-
throw the Crown. Looking back, she spoke about 
the 
nations, alluding to 
differently
the Americans say, bring closure, to many centuries 
of bitter strife. 
 
The visit was hugely successful, but it was not with-
out stress and had to be planned forensically. I re-
ported on it for RTE, the Irish national broadcaster, 
and the producers were as nervous as highly
fillies about anything going wrong, or anyone say-
ing anything amiss. In Dublin, the gardai firmly 
kettled Continuity IRA supporters behind enclo-
sures as they shouted 
Out, Out!
Queen and Prince Philip, and ordinary Dubliners 
were desperately disappointed they could scarcely 
get to see the royal couple at all. 
 
There has always been a distinction in Ireland be-
tween 
in the popular ballad 
“
cut me down
match in a working
there were gleeful chants of  
response to the news of her death. But the word 
“
a monarch, but also a mother, wife, grandmother, 
great
 
Ireland
has become a lot more confident, reflecting the 
collective self
society. But still, there are restraints, and pockets of 
Anglophobia. While most of the global media re-
ferred to Elizabeth II as 
distance is still maintained in Dublin. 
Times
“
embraced by RTE: within one news bulletin over 
last weekend I counted five references to 
ish Monarch

land”, and flags flew at half-mast over state build-
ings. There was enormous interest in her death and 
an outpouring of sympathy, and Irish broadcast 
media cleared their schedules to air reports, tributes 
and discussions. The 2011 state visit to the Irish 
Republic made all the difference, and was repeated-
ly recalled.  

 
The Queen meaningfully mastered a few words of 
Irish in her Dublin Castle address—A Uachtárain 
agus a chairde (“O President” - vocative case—
”and friends”). Even more significantly, she bowed 
her head at Dublin’s Garden of Remembrance, dedi-
cated to generations of rebels who strove to over-
throw the Crown. Looking back, she spoke about 
the “sad and regrettable history” between the two 
nations, alluding to “things we wish had been done 
differently-or not at all”. That seemed to heal, or as 
the Americans say, bring closure, to many centuries 
of bitter strife.  
 
The visit was hugely successful, but it was not with-
out stress and had to be planned forensically. I re-
ported on it for RTE, the Irish national broadcaster, 
and the producers were as nervous as highly-strung 
fillies about anything going wrong, or anyone say-
ing anything amiss. In Dublin, the gardai firmly 
kettled Continuity IRA supporters behind enclo-
sures as they shouted “Lizzy, Lizzy, Lizzy– Out, 
Out, Out!” A ring of steel was placed around the 
Queen and Prince Philip, and ordinary Dubliners 
were desperately disappointed they could scarcely 
get to see the royal couple at all.  
 
There has always been a distinction in Ireland be-
tween “the Crown” (a hated symbol—hear the line 
in the popular ballad “The Fields of Athenry”: 
“against the Famine and the Crown I rebelled/They 
cut me down”) and “the royal family”. At a football 
match in a working-class area of Dublin, Tallaght, 
there were gleeful chants of  “Lizzy’s in a box” in 
response to the news of her death. But the word 
“family” triggers a different reflex: a queen may be 
a monarch, but also a mother, wife, grandmother, 
great-grandmother. 
 
Ireland’s attitude to the Queen and the monarchy 
has become a lot more confident, reflecting the 
collective self-assurance of a richer, more modern, 
society. But still, there are restraints, and pockets of 
Anglophobia. While most of the global media re-
ferred to Elizabeth II as “The Queen”, a formal 
distance is still maintained in Dublin. The Irish 
Times’ austere headline referred to the death of 
“Britain’s Queen Elizabeth”, a formula consistently 
embraced by RTE: within one news bulletin over 
last weekend I counted five references to “the Brit-
ish Monarch” or “Britain’s Queen Elizabeth”.   

This was not for clarity—everyone recognises her 
identity-but to maintain that formal distance. And 
perhaps to include those Irish nationalists who still 
see partition as the fault of “the Crown”. 
 
Yet the Queen’s religious commitment certainly  
had an ecumenical impact on Irish Catholics, who 
once would have perceived the monarchy in 
terms of an historically Protestant institution. Now 
her faith  has come to be upheld as something 
truly Christian, and an example to us all of genu-
ine piety exercised with tolerance and humility. 
When I met the Queen in Dublin in 2011, I asked 
her if she had a happy day: she replied that it had 
been a wonderful day that included a visit to the 
National Stud in Co Kildare. The horse, surely, is 
also an ecumenical influence in bringing people 
together. As the old Irish saying has it: “Everyone 
is equal on the turf—and under it.”  
 
Mary Kenny: the author of LOVE AND 
HATE BETWEEN IRELAND AND THE 
BRITISH MONARCHY 
——————————————————- 

ICONOSTASIS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Solo Exhibition and Website Launch by Yusef 
Hourani. 
Sunday 30th October 2022 at Our Lady of Fatima 
Church, Palmyra  
2.00 pm till 5.00pm Free Entry All are Welcome 
Yusef:  “This will be my first solo exhibition in 
Perth after returning from Florence and I am look-
ing forward to sharing what I have been working 
on since coming back. I would love to see you all 
there” 

Bernard Landro 


