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The OC is meeting this coming 
week to advance planning fur-
ther. 
Those people who have complet-
ed their details on the event sheets have been 
contacted and invited to a group discussion 
on the evening of 23rd November in the par-
ish hall. 
 
Blessing to you and yours, 

Stefano Zagami 
szagami@me.com 
+61(0)418954046————————————— 
 
 
 
 
Have you thought about becoming a Parish 
Catechist?  
The Catechist Service will be hosting an infor-
mation session  for anyone interested in training 
 as a Catechist in 2023.  
 
Come and learn about the formation you will 
receive to support you in this important minis-
try.  
 
Date: Tuesday 29 Novem-
ber  
Time: 10am-12pm 
(Morning tea provided)  
Venue: Catholic Education 
Centre,  
50 Ruislip Street, Leederville 6007.  
RSVP: Mildred 9380 1722 by Tuesday 22 No-
vember.  Email: catechist@cewa.edu.au  

 
Lorraine Szefczyk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
Hi all, 
Here is what has been happening at Our Lady of 
Fatima School 

• Our Ministry Leaders Committee are aim- 
ing to raise awareness of Wheelchairs for Kids 
https://wheelchairsforkids.org. This is an organisa-
tion who provides mobility options for children 
with disabilities across the world. Volunteers man-
ufacture wheelchairs from scratch to World Health 
Organisation guidelines. The students will be col-
lecting bread tags and soft drink can rings. If peo-
ple in the parish would like to contribute, please 
collect these if you can and drop them to admin-
istration. 

• Congratulations to our Interschool Athletics 

team, who competed against other schools on 
Friday, 21 October. Fatima had a very successful 
day, coming first! Many of our students also were 
awarded Champion or Runner Up Boy/Girl. I was 
proud of the sportsmanship and team spirit shown 
by our competitors throughout the day. 

• Our Pre-Primary to Year 2 children had a 

wonderful time with our Fire Truck incursion on 
Thursday. 
Happy World Teachers’ Day for Friday, 28 Octo-
ber! A big thank you to our teaching staff who 
work to provide students with the best learning 
experiences and pastoral care. 
 

• Our Year 5 students have been on their 
first camp and what an experience it is! They have 
been learning how to surf in Busselton and appar-
ently did a very wonderful job.  

• Some of the classes have been off on  
excursions. The Year 2 students went to Kalamun-
da History Village and our Year 4 students went to 
Constable Care.                          
 
Jacinta Petersen 
Our Lady of Fatima School,                  
Palmyra, 6157 
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MISSION STATEMENT    

 

Meeting Christ as All in all through:  Our relationship with others in creation, 
Seeking God in the stillness, Embracing the Good News of the Gospel, 

Accepting the challenges of the Cross, The power of the Holy Spirit,  
And the intercession of the Holy Spirit 

Our Lady Of Fatima Catholic Church 
10 Foss Street, Palmyra  WA 6157. 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Francis Ughanze 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Website: olfpalmyra.org.au 
Direct: 0418 550 119 
 

Parish Secretary:  Andrena Inopulos 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 
10.00am - 4.00pm 
Office Phone: 9339 1298 
 

Our Lady Of Fatima Parish Pastoral 
Council 
Parish Councilors:-  
Bernard Landro (Chairperson) - Email: 
blandro@iinet.net.au  Mob:0418 955 610 
Carl Carcione, Ugo Landro, Pauline 
Sweeny, Lorraine Szefczyk, Joe Terribile 
& Stefano Zagami. 
  

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Primary 
School 
3 Harris Street, Palmyra WA 6157. 
Principal: Jacinta Petersen 
Email: Jacinta.admin@olof.wa.edu.au 
Office Phone: 9333 7900 
 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS: 
Margaret Matassa: matassa@bigpond.com 
Bernie Keane: bernieandanto@yahoo.com.au 

————————————————————- 

COMMETARY: THE RESURRECTION IN 
THE NEWS AGAIN! 
If anyone has had problems understanding 
the meaning of the resurrection, today’s gos-
pel reading makes it very clear what the res-
urrection means. 
The question put to Jesus is: At the Resurrec-
tion whose wife would the woman be who had  
been married to all seven brothers?  In other 
words, in heaven, “at last,”  whose wife 
would she be? Jesus’ answer to the Saddu-
cees is: in heaven, “at last,” people’s preoccu-
pation will not be with marriage but with 
being alive in God. Men and women who are 
alive in God are men and women who have 
died to self. “At last,” all men and women 
will die to self. 
To die to self means to die to our diminish-
ments, to our weaknesses. That is, in God, if 
there is a God, men and women, who have 
died, whether they were buried, or cremated, 
or devoured by lions or eaten by wolves, 
whether or not their bodies were ever found, 
will be alive in refining themselves for one 
another. They will rejoice, for ever that, at 
last, incomparable peace has been achieved, 
and love for one another is shining most 
brightly. In short, the resurrection turns us, 
transforms us, into the best we all have been 
deeply desiring to be — non excepted! 
The resurrection is God’s grace working in 
us and making us whole, but not in spite of 
ourselves, and yet it is in spite of us, because 
the good news tells us that our God is merci-
ful and compassionate. He will not let anyone 
spend a split second in hell, apart from the 
hell we experience in this life. 

THE FEEM WEEKLY 
(FEEM = Faith Enrichment & Evangelising Ministry) 

mailto:szagami@me.com
mailto:catechist@cewa.edu.au
https://wheelchairsforkids.org
mailto:emyfrank@iinet.net.au
mailto:blandro@iinet.net.au


MASS TIMES 
Saturday: @ 9.00am & 6.30pm (Vigil). 
Sunday: @ 7.30am, 9.45am & 6.30pm. 

Monday & Thursday: @ 9.00am 
Reconciliation: Available on request or 5.45pm Saturdays 

WOMEN IN THE CHURCH 
In Late 2021 I 
suggested to the 
Catholic Women 
Speak (CWS) 
network—an 
online forum for 
dialogue—that 
we might circu-
late a question-
naire among our members to prepare a report for 
submission to the synod: 17,200 Catholic women 
from 104 countries responded. The findings give a 
fascinating insight into the hopes and struggles of 
thousands of women in the world wide Church. 
They challenge the homogenised view of Catholic 
women presented by both those dismissive of re-
formers and those who want radical change in the 
Church. In church teachings, women are romanti-
cised for their maternal qualities and “feminine 
genius”, while our sex bars us from ordination. By 
contrast, Catholic women are often represented as 
united in wanting radical reform across all institu-
tional and doctrinal frontiers. The survey shows that 
neither perspective truly respects the many ways in 
which women identify as Catholic. Most come from 
somewhere along the spectrum of Catholic faith and 
practice, with at one end a minority resiting any 
reform, and at the other a minority impatient for 
revolutionary change.  
 
For me, one of the most moving and thought-
provoking discoveries was the extent to which so 
many women expressed a deep love for the Church, 
and at the same time feelings of alienation, hurt and 
frustration. Nearly 90 percent affirmed that their 
Catholic identity was important to them, even as 
they longed for a change. An Indian woman re-
marked: “The Catholic Church is my mother. She 
nurtured me from my childhood. Now she is sick, 
and I can’t afford to leave her alone.” A young Aus-
trian woman observed that “at some points, Church 
and I don’t seem to fit at all (I’m a lesbian); at oth-
ers, we fit. I’m here. I’m Church too!”   That kind of 
ambivalence emerged again and again. 
Many women spoke of the strength they derive from 
the Eucharist, and of their sorrow that some are 
denied access to the sacrament. “I cling to the 
Church by my fingernails,” one woman wrote from 
the UK, “because of the Eucharist and in spite of 
many of its clergy.”  

A Nigerian woman expressed concern that “those 
who are physically and mentally challenged” are 
sometimes excluded from the Eucharist. Similar 
concerns were expressed with regard to divorced 
Catholics in committed partnerships or marriages 
who, as a Spanish woman said, “participate in 
Sunday Eucharis without Communion. They are 
believers who have suffered and suffer.”  
Among those who have left the Church, there was 
anger but also deep sadness. A Canadian woman 
wrote: “I love the Catholic Church deeply. You 
must understand that I didn't want to leave.” A 
woman from the UK said: “If radical change 
comes, corruption is addressed, and women have a 
driving seat—I may return. Until then I will con-
tinue to find my spiritual fulfilment elsewhere. 
And this makes me sad.” 
 
While issues about women were identified as ma-
jor areas needing reform, for most respondents 
their Catholic identity was bound up with wider 
questions of social justice, inclusivity and collabo-
rative leadership. Two-thirds identified as 
“ecumenical Christians”, suggesting there was no 
conflict between their Catholic identity and ecu-
menism. An Irish woman spoke of wanting “to 
shed my colourless Catholic coat and replace it 
with a colourful Christian coat”. A religious sister 
from the Philippines hoped the survey would 
“contribute to our struggle for genuine Christian 
unity and inclusiveness, mirroring God’s own 
compassion, mercy, forgiveness and joyful love”. 
 
There was lamentation and anger over corruption 
and abuse: not only sexual abuse, but clericalism 
and the abuse of power, and the marginalisation of 
groups on the basis of sexuality, gender, disability 
or race. A Canadian woman who described herself 
as “a committed lifelong Catholic who has never 
left the Church” wrote : “I feel as betrayed by the 
institutional betrayal as I do by my abuser...” A 
former nun wrote from Poland of bullying and 
psychological abuse” by her superior; some re-
ferred to women Religious facilitating networks of 
abuse. More commonly, women expressed con-
cern about the abuse of women Religious by priest 
and bishops.  
 
A substantial majority of the women believe cleri-
calism has a negative impact on church life. A  
woman from Malta, a reader and minister of the 

Eucharist, wrote: “The clergy, in particular, need 
radical reforms and quickly before it is too late.” A 
Kenyan woman said that “power abuse in the 
Church in Africa” has to be addressed, while a Bra-
zilian woman said she was discouraged by “the ever 
more conservative and autocratic tendencies, espe-
cially of younger clerics.” There was a high level of 
support for a less hierarchical and authoritarian 
model of Church, with greater collaboration and 
sharing of responsibility and authority between 
clergy and laity. A woman from Grenada wrote: 
“Leadership mist be horizontal, from the communi-
ty.” 
 
More than three-quarters agreed that women should 
be allowed to preach the homily in Mass, and nearly 
70 percent agreed that women should be ordained to 
the priesthood and/or diaconate. A woman from the 
Netherlands wrote: “My life sometimes feels wasted 
because I felt a calling to be a priest and could not 
become one as a woman.” Others were concerned 
that the ordination of women might increase cleri-
calism and divide the Church .... 
 
A minority rejected any call for reform. A woman 
from Bosnia and Herzegovina said: “In this modern 
world, it is not enough that we have to work full-
time, be a wife and mother?” A woman from the 
Philippines disapproved of “Communion on the 
hand, singing of Protestant songs during the liturgy, 
females wearing pants inside churches”… 
 
This is a taster of the many different responses in 
the report. It suggests there is an abyss between the 
way women are represented in church teaching 
documents and how they are treated in many parish-
es and institutions, and the experiences aspirations 
and struggles of women in their everyday lives and 
in the practice of their faith...  
 
Dialogue is a central theme of Pope Francis’ theolo-
gy and of the synodal path, yet this survey makes 
clear that we need dialogue with a far more diverse 
range of voices if those who speak for women in the 
Vatican truly represent what it means to be a Catho-
lic woman in the modern world. 
 
Tina Beattie - professor emerita of Catholic 
Studies, University of Roehampton 
———————————————————— 
 
JOURNEYING WITH POPE FRANCIS 
 
“In life, all is never lost. Please, all is never lost, 
never. We can always find space for the desire to 
begin again, to start over, to convert. Re-convert, 
re-begin, re-start… God has never looked down 
on us – no; to humiliate us – no; – to judge us -   

no; on the contrary, he lowered himself to the 
point of washing our feet, looking at us from 
below and restoring our dignity to us. 2nd No-
vember 2022 
——————————————————- 
Brothers, sisters, let us 
remember this: the gaze 
of God never stops at our 
past, full of errors, but 
looks with infinite confi-
dence at what we can 
become“. And if at times 
we feel we are people 
who are “short in stat-
ure”, not up to the chal-
lenges of life and far less 
of the Gospel, mired in 
problems and sins, Jesus 
always looks at us with 
love… Let us pray to Mary, whose humili-
tythe Lord looked upon, and ask her for the 
gift of a new outlook on ourselves and on oth-
ers.”  3rd November 2022—— 
“The life of Jesus and the saints tell us that the 
seed of peace, in order to grow and bear fruit, 
must first die. Peace is not achieved by con-
quering or defeating someone, it is never vio-

lent, it is never armed.” 1st November 2022 

————————————————————-
Let us pray for the victims of the terrorist at-
tack in Mogadishu, which killed more than a 
hundred people, including many children. May 
God convert the hearts of the violent! And let 
us pray to the Risen Lord also for those – espe-
cially the young – who died in Seoul, as a tragic 
consequence of a sudden crowd surge… Please, 
let us not forget martyred Ukraine in our pray-
er and in our heartache. Let us pray for peace, 
never tire of doing so!” 31st October 2022 
————————————————————
Getting used to rereading one’s own life edu-
cates the outlook, it sharpens it, enables it to 
note the small miracles that good God works 
for us every day. When we realize this, we no-
tice other possible directions that strengthen 
our inner taste, peace and creativity. Above all, 
it makes us freer from toxic stereotypes. Wisely 
it has been said that the man who does not 
know his own past is condemned to repeat it. It 
is strange: if we do not know the path we have 
taken, the past, we always repeat it, we go 
around in circles. The person who walks in 
circles never goes forward; it is not progress, it 
is like the dog who chases his own tail; he al-
ways goes this way, and repeats things.”  
30th November 2022 
————————————————————- 
 


