
PARISH HALL & PARISH FINANCES 
 
The good news announced recently is that the 
debt on the Parish Hall will be paid off by the 
end of this year. That means that donations to 
the Hall Building Fund will no longer be tax-
deductible after December 31st 2022, however 
donations before December 31st will still be 
tax-deductible. We are required to abide by 
Australian Taxation Regulations. 
This achievement is a tribute to parishioners 
who have regularly contributed (by direct debit, 
cheque or cash in the second collection ) since 
the Hall was built in 2008. The $250,000 loan 
from the Archdiocese was a 20-year loan but 
will be paid off in just 14 years! 
All parishioners should know that the first col-
lection at Mass goes to Fr Francis for his per-
sonal expenses. The second collection goes to 
the Parish for it to continue to operate. General 
expenses for the Parish include insurance, 
rubbish collection, electricity, water, telephone, 
printing, cleaning costs and the wages for An-
drena, our Parish Secretary, who does a mag-
nificent job in helping to run the Parish. The 
total cost for operating the Par4ish is between 
$100,000 and $120,000 every year. That’s 
about $2000 a week. 
Sincere thanks to all parishioners who finan-
cially support Fr Francis and the Parish. Your 
generosity is appreciated. Please continue to 
support both Fr Francis and the Parish through 

your regular donations. DICK FINUCANE——
————————————————- 
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
OUR FIRST AND SECOND COLLECTIONS 
AND PARISH BUILDING FUND 
FIRST COLLECTION: 
BSB: 086 006: 
A/C NO: 551882724  
A/C NAME: The Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Perth Our Lady of Fatima Parish PALMYRA 
PRESBYTERY ACCOUNT 
 
SECOND COLLECTION 
BSB: 086 006 
A/C NO: 670197711 
A/C NAME: The Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Perth Our Lady of Fatima Parish PALMYRA 
PARISH ACCOUN 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Vol 01 Issue 44,  THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD, YEAR A 
Weekend 31STDECEMBER  2022/1ST JANUARY 2023 

                              VISION STATEMENT                             
                         Christ’s Love in Action 

                            
MISSION STATEMENT    

 

Meeting Christ as All in all through:  Our relationship with others in creation, 
Seeking God in the stillness, Embracing the Good News of the Gospel, 

Accepting the challenges of the Cross, The power of the Holy Spirit and the   
Intercession of Our Lady of Fatima 

Our Lady Of Fatima Catholic Church 
10 Foss Street, Palmyra  WA 6157. 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Francis Ughanze 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Website: olfpalmyra.org.au 
Direct: 0418 550 119 
 

Parish Secretary:  Andrena Inopulos 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 
10.00am - 4.00pm 
Office Phone: 9339 1298 
 

Our Lady Of Fatima Parish Pastoral 
Council 
Parish Councilors:-  
Bernard Landro (Chairperson) - Email: 
blandro@iinet.net.au  Mob:0418 955 610 
Carl Carcione, Ugo Landro, Pauline 
Sweeny, Lorraine Szefczyk, Joe Terribile 
& Stefano Zagami. 
  

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Primary 
School 
3 Harris Street, Palmyra WA 6157. 
Principal: Jacinta Petersen 
Email: Jacinta.admin@olof.wa.edu.au 
Office Phone: 9333 7900 
 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS: 
Margaret Matassa: matassa@bigpond.com 
Bernie Keane: bernieandanto@yahoo.com.au 

————————————————————- 

THE FEEM WEEKLY 
(FEEM = Faith Enrichment & Evangelising Ministry) 

GOSPEL COMMENTARY: HAPPY NEW 
YEAR 
On the first of January, the Catholic church cele-
brates Mary as the Mother of God. The Vatican 11 
gave its imprimatur to this ancient feast, which was 
first proclaimed at the Council of Ephesus in 431. 
 
The leading Catholic theologian of the 20th century, 
Karl Rahner defends this official and institutional  
title, the Mother of God, on grounds [that it is so] but 
only to someone “who truly and  unreservedly con-
fesses this that the Catholic church can speak mean-
ingfully about [Marian dogmas or proclamations],” 
which the church requires its subjects to believe 
(Theological investigations, Volume 1). 
According to Rahner, Mary’s divine motherhood as 
the  Mother of God rests on a simple argument for 
those who profess this motherhood within the 
church: “Mary is the  mother of Jesus”...Jesus, ac-
cording to Luke’s gospel “is in fact the Son of God,” 
the Christ. (THI, V1) 
 
But this, as the official teaching of the Church goes, 
may not, in itself, constitute holiness? The Mother-
hood of Mary becomes a means to holiness if Chris-
tians who believe the official teaching are prepared 
to imitate in their lives the spiritual habits of Mary, 
who, as Luke’s gospel holds, was humble, self-
deprecating, patient, unobtrusive, kind and compas-
sionate. 
 
As the New Year begins, one may need to go beyond 
the official teachings of the Church for those things, 
which sanctify. The divine motherhood of Mary is an 
invitation to imitate Mary, the mother of Jesus, to be 
of “the same mind, which was in Christ Je-
sus” (Philippians 2:5-11). 
 

mailto:emyfrank@iinet.net.au
mailto:blandro@iinet.net.au


MASS TIMES 
Saturday: @ 9.00am & 6.30pm (Vigil). 
Sunday: @ 7.30am, 9.45am & 6.30pm. 

Monday & Thursday: @ 9.00am 
Reconciliation: Available on request or 5.45pm Saturdays 

THE BIRTH OF THE TRUE LIGHT 

 
“Ebenezer Scrooge detested Christ-
mas for the reckless spending in-
volved, while secularists dismiss it 
as Christian hubris shamelessly 
hijacking an equally unbelievable 
pagan festival,” writes Rev N. O’ 
Phile. 
It is common knowledge that 
Scrooge, in spite of all his protesta-
tions, came to realise that Christmas 
is a time for giving, and sometimes, 
giving lavishly. Christmas can be-
come a community celebration 
when members of a household can 
reach out to one another, and all in all reach out to 
the wider community in meeting the needs of the 
homeless, the hungry, the often forgotten members 
of the human population. 
While the spending at Christmas cannot be 
stepped down, it is a time for spouses to reach out 
to one another, parents to their children, children 
to their parents. There are many other things that 
could be much worse. 
“The Roman feast celebrated the Uncon-
quered Sun, Sol Invictus, but Christmas cele-
brates the Everlasting Sun, Sol Aeternus: an 
upgrade , not a hijack.” 
 
—————————————————— 
JOURNEY WITH POPE FRANCIS 

Brothers and sisters, 

standing before the crib, 
we contemplate what is 

central, beyond all the 

pretty lights and decora-
tions. We contemplate the 

child. In his littleness, God 

is completely present. Let 

us acknowledge this: 
“Baby Jesus, you are God, 

the God who becomes a 

child”. Let us be amazed by this scandalous 
truth. The One who embraces the universe 

needs to be held in another’s arms. 

 THE NEW YEAR PRAYER 

 
Heavenly Father, 

at the beginning of 

this New Year, we 

place before you 

the year just ended. 

We ask for pardon 

for our shortcom-

ings in holding to 
our relationships and in executing other pro-

jects. 

 
In the year just beginning, we place before you 

our choices, as we recognize the strength which 

they bring to all that we say and do; and survey 

the impact which their consequences make in 
the lives of our families and our friends, and to 

the community as a whole. 

 
In the present moment, we place before you all 

our efforts, as we ask for more than the desire 

to move our actions forward, and more than 

the goodwill and the intentions to see them 

through. 
We need the conviction and the courage to take 

the difficult steps to a fruitful outcome. 

 
As we move forward in the face of every genu-

ine opportunity, which presents itself, we wish 

to recognize our responsibility in building a 

home in which love rules every mind and indif-

ference escapes every heart. 
In partnership with all who share our views 

and those who are indifferent or hostile to 

them, may we press on, following adequate self-

correction. 
 

As we explore every meaningful advantage, we 

reach out in justice and love, in forgiveness and 

selfless pursuit. 
In the spirit of contentment, dear Lord, we 

trust in your sustaining Fatherly love, to do 

more than our fears can face and our faith can 

bear. 

The One who created the sun needs to be warmed. 

Tenderness incarnate needs to be coddled. Infinite 

love has a miniscule heart that beats softly. The 

eternal Word is an “infant”, a speechless child. 

The Bread of life needs to be nourished. The Crea-

tor of the world has no home. Today, all is turned 

upside down: God comes into the world in little-

ness. His grandeur appears in littleness. To accept 

littleness means something else too. It means em-

bracing Jesus in the little ones of today. Loving 

him, that is, in the least of our brothers and sis-

ters. Serving him in the poor, those most like Jesus 

who was born in poverty. It is in them that he 

wants to be honoured. On this night of love, may 

we have only one fear: that of offending God’s 

love, hurting him by despising the poor with our 

indifference."  25th December 2022——————

————————————————-Jesus is not 

satisfied with appearances. He who took on our 

flesh wants more than simply good intentions. He 

who was born in the manger, demands a concrete 

faith, made up of adoration and charity, not emp-

ty words and superficiality. He who lay naked in 

the manger and hung naked on the cross, asks us 

for truth, he asks us to go to the bare reality of 

things, and to lay at the foot of the manger all our 

excuses, our justifications and our hypocrisies. 

Tenderly wrapped in swaddling clothes by Mary, 

he wants us to be clothed in love. God does not 

want appearances but concreteness. Brothers and 

sisters, may we not let this Christmas pass without 

doing something good. Since it is his celebration, 

his birthday, let us give  

him the gifts he finds pleasing! At Christmas, 

God is concrete: in his name let us help a little 

hope to be born anew in those who feel hope-

less!"  26 December 2022—————————

——“Like the shepherds of Bethlehem, sur-

rounded by light, may we set out to see the sign 

that God has given us. May we overcome our 

spiritual drowsiness and the shallow holiday 

glitter that makes us forget the One whose 

birth we are celebrating. Let us leave behind 

the hue and din that deadens our hearts and 

makes us spend more time in preparing decora-

tions and gifts than in contemplating the great 

event: the Son of God born for us.Brothers and 

sisters, let us turn our eyes to Bethlehem, and 

listen to the first faint cries of the Prince of 

Peace. For truly Jesus is our peace. The peace 

that the world cannot give, the peace that God 

the Father has bestowed on humanity by send-

ing his Son into the world. Saint Leo the Great 

summed up the message of this day in a concise 

Latin phrase: Natalis Domini, natalis est pacis: 

'the Lord’s birth is the birth of peace'.” 27th 

December 2022 

 

 


