
 
TRIBUTE TO FR FRANCIS 
 
As most parishioners know, Fr Francis has been the 
Parish Priest of Our Lady of Fatima Parish for 23 
years. He is our 8th and also our longest-serving PP. 
Before Francis we had mostly Irish priests, so to 
have Francis was a different experience for most 
people. My memory is that parishioners were over-
whelmingly welcoming to Francis. 
 
Francis has many virtues and I would like to high-
light just three. The first is his humility. The hint of 
this was at the final blessing at Mass when Francis 
would say “May God bless us and keep us,….” By 
saying this Francis is identifying with his people, 
not putting himself at a different or higher level. 
Francis has not been ambitious to become a bishop 
or cardinal but is content to be a humble PP. This is 
despite the fact that Francis is well qualified for 
elevation within the Church. 
 
The second virtue is that Francis has been keen to 
treat his people as adults and help them to develop 
as mature Catholics in their understanding of Faith 
and Religion. Francis is well-positioned to guide 
parishioners in this development because he is high-
ly educated and has University qualifications in 
theology and philosophy. Throughout this process 
Francis has also always emphasised the simple truth 
that Mass, prayers and the rosary have no value if 
we don’t put into practice outside church the love 
that Jesus taught and modelled. 
 
The third virtue is Francis’ care of his people. He 
treats every parishioner like a member of his family. 
We, as a community, are the only family he has in 
Australia. His biological family is scattered around 
the world, in places like London and Houston. I’m 
sure Francis would be happy to be classified as a 
pastoral priest. 
 
Thank you, Fr Francis, for your years of service to 
the people of Palmyra, Bicton and Melville. Your 
love and devotion have been appreciated. The ways 
you celebrate Mass and administer the sacraments 
have been appreciated. We are pleased that you will 
continue to live in our midst, but it’s also time to 
rest and ‘smell the roses’. 
 
Dick Finucane  

 
 
 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS AND FRUIT CAKE 
DRAW 
 

Thank you to all Parishioners who gener-
ously donated food items for our Christ-
mas Hampers, Teresa for making the 
beautiful fruit cakes and Ana for the cro-
cheted hats, headbands and butterflies.  
 
A big thank you also to everyone that 
helped put hampers together and for sell-
ing tickets before and after the weekend 
Masses for two weekends. All your help is 
very much  appreciated. 
 
Congratulations to all our lucky winners. 
 
All proceeds for the Raffle will go towards our 
Centennial and Jubilee celebrations next year. 
 
Our Raffle was very successful in raising 
$1,511.00. 
 
A heartfelt thankyou to everyone involved; and 
I wish you all a Happy and safe New Year. 
 
Bless– Lorraine Szefczyk xxx 

  
——————————————————- 
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
OUR FIRST AND SECOND COLLECTIONS 
AND PARISH BUILDING FUND 
FIRST COLLECTION: 
BSB: 086 006: 
A/C NO: 551882724  
A/C NAME: The Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Perth Our Lady of Fatima Parish PALMY-
RA PRESBYTERY ACCOUNT 
 
SECOND COLLECTION 
BSB: 086 006 
A/C NO: 670197711 
A/C NAME: The Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Perth Our Lady of Fatima Parish PALMY-
RA PARISH ACCOUN 
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                              VISION STATEMENT                             
                         Christ’s Love in Action 

                            
MISSION STATEMENT    

 

Meeting Christ as All in all through:  Our relationship with others in creation, 
Seeking God in the stillness, Embracing the Good News of the Gospel, 

Accepting the challenges of the Cross, The power of the Holy Spirit and the   
Intercession of Our Lady of Fatima 

Our Lady Of Fatima Catholic Church 
10 Foss Street, Palmyra  WA 6157. 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Francis Ughanze 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Website: olfpalmyra.org.au 
Direct: 0418 550 119 
 

Parish Secretary:  Andrena Inopulos 
Email: emyfrank@iinet.net.au 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, and Wed,  
10.00am - 5.00pm 
Office Phone: 9339 1298 
 

Our Lady Of Fatima Parish Pastoral 
Council 
Parish Councilors:-  
Bernard Landro (Chairperson) - Email: 
blandro@iinet.net.au  Mob:0418 955 610 
Ugo Landro, Pauline Sweeny, Lorraine 
Szefczyk. 
  

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Primary 
School 
3 Harris Street, Palmyra WA 6157. 
Principal: Jacinta Petersen 
Email: Jacinta.admin@olof.wa.edu.au 
Office Phone: 9333 7900 
 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS: 
Margaret Matassa: matassa@bigpond.com 
Bernie Keane: bernieandanto@yahoo.com.au 

————————————————————- 

THE FEEM WEEKLY 
(FEEM = Faith Enrichment & Evangelising Ministry) 

GOSPEL COMMENTARY:  THE EPIPHANY 
 
The Epiphany stands for the revelation of the Lord: 

The metaphor for the Lord begins to make sense 
when we realise that we all see things differently 
because we are all coming from different kingdoms 
of world views, that is, our comfort zones.  
 
Like the wise men we are all entrenched in our king-
doms yet we are all willing to explore other king-
doms. 
 
There is a star that leads us out of our comfort zone 
in order to explore and understand other views.  
Leaving our comfort zone is a journey. Once we are 
ready to engage other views in order to understand 
more deeply, we have started a journey – a journey 
of discovery. The journey does not necessarily re-
quire taking a plane or a train, or travelling in a car, 
or even walking. 
 
We will journey into difficult times, and unhealthy 
weather conditions. We may even lose our luggage. 
We will run into difficulties requiring us to retreat 
into our comfort zones. But to persevere through the 
journey is to begin again to relearn, to understand 
again, to know more deeply. 
 
The journey is in order to see more deeply and un-
derstand more deeply. When we see more deeply, 
and understand more deeply, wisdom is revealed to 
us.  
For Christians to search for the Infant Jesus is to see 
more deeply and understand more deeply. But that is 
the beginning of the journey, not the end of the jour-
ney. The journey in search of wisdom never ends. 
Each person at their own time, and pace.   

mailto:emyfrank@iinet.net.au
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday: @ 9.00am & 6.30pm (Vigil). 
Sunday: @ 7.30am, 9.45am & 6.30pm. 

Monday & Thursday: @ 9.00am 
Reconciliation: Available on request or 5.45pm Saturdays 

 it from the tap and drinking the water," she says. 
Lisa would make her own way to one of the Ro-
man Catholic churches in her home town and sit 
alone in the second pew - where she says she de-
veloped an overwhelming love for the Virgin 
Mary, mother of Jesus, and ultimately a feeling 
she had a vocation.A weekend retreat at a monas-
tery while she was still a teenager convinced her 
of her calling. The monastery was run by Carmel-
ite nuns from an order that had origins in the 12th 
Century and where the life was particularly spar-
tan, secluded and strict - but she decided that was 
precisely the life she wanted to lead. 
Though Lisa had wanted to join immediately, her 
mother - who was troubled by her daughter's deci-
sion - secretly wrote to the monastery to delay her 
departure for a few months, so Lisa could spend 
one more Christmas at home. She joined in the 
new year."From then I lived like a hermit. We had 
two recreation times a day, about half an hour, 
when we could speak, otherwise you were on your 
own in your cell. You never worked with any-
body, always on your own," she says.  
Over the years, Sister Mary Elizabeth felt her vo-
cabulary diminish as she had little more to talk 
about with the other nuns - who were all decades 
older than her - except the weather and the nature 
in the garden. She saw her mother four times a 
year through a grille. "When I had my 21st birth-
day, my cake and my cards were all passed 
through the drawer. And when my nephew was 
born he was passed through a kind of turntable," 
she chuckles, looking back on it all quite fondly. 
She describes the way she felt her "interior world" 
open up as the outside world closed to her. There 
was a sense of feeling content and fulfilled. But, 
that day in the convent parlour, it all changed with 
the touch of a sleeve and a message asking if she 
would walk away from monastic life and get mar-
ried. Sister Mary Elizabeth didn't give Robert an 
answer to his question and did not know what to 
do. He may have known nothing about her, but she 
knew a little about him.  
Robert grew up in Poland, but was a Carmelite 
monk in Oxford. On his visits from Oxford to the 
Carmelite retreat centre in Preston he had occa-
sionally come to say mass at the nearby monastery  
and Lisa had watched his sermons from behind a 
grille.  
Through hearing his anecdotes as he preached, she 
got snippets of  a life growing up in Silesia in, in 

 THE NUN AND THE MONK WHO FELL IN 
LOVE AND MARRIED  

 
Twenty-four years after 
becoming a nun, it was a 
brief touch of the sleeve 
of a monk in the parlour 
of the convent in Pres-
ton, Lancashire, that 
changed everything for 
Sister Mary Elizabeth.  
 
The prioress of the order 
had taken her to meet the friar Robert, who was 
visiting from a priory in Oxford, to see if he want-
ed anything to eat. But Sister Mary Elizabeth's 
superior was called away to take a phone call, so 
the two were left alone."It was our first time in a 
room together. We sat at a table as he ate, and the 
prioress didn't come back so I had to let him out.  
"Sister Mary Elizabeth had lived a devout, austere 
and mostly silent life as a nun, spending most of 
her days in her "cell". As she let Robert out of the 
door, she brushed his sleeve and says she felt 
something of a jolt. "I just felt a chemistry there, 
something, and I was a bit embar-
rassed. And I thought, gosh, did 
he feel that too. And as I let him 
out the door it was quite awk-
ward.” 
She recalls that it was about a 
week later that she received Rob-
ert's message asking if she would 
leave to marry him. 
When she was Sister Mary Elizabeth, Lisa be-
longed to the strict Carmelite Roman Catholic 
religious order: "I was a little bit shocked. I wore a 
veil so he never even saw my hair colour. He 
knew nothing about me really, nothing about my 
upbringing. He didn't even know my worldly 
name," she recalls. Before entering the Carmelite 
order - an ancient order of the Roman Catholic 
church - at the age of 19, Sister Mary Elizabeth 
had been Lisa Tinkler, from Middlesbrough. 
Though her parents had not been religious, an 
aunt's pilgrimage to Lourdes awakened something 
in six-year-old Lisa, such that she asked her father 
to build an altar in her bedroom. “I had a little 
statue of Our Lady on it and a little Lourdes water 
bottle. Actually, I thought it was the bottle that 
was holy and not the water - so I was just filling 

Poland near the German border, and 
about a love of mountains. Though 
she says at the time it did not feel 
like it had a profound impact on her. 
Now, suddenly, that had changed. "I 
didn't know hat it feels like to be in 
love and I thought the sisters could 
see it in my face. So I became quite nervous. I could 
feel the change in me and that scared me," she says. 
Sister Mary Elizabeth eventually plucked up the cour-
age to say to her prioress that she thought she had 
feelings for Robert, but the response she got was 
disbelief. "She couldn't understand how it had hap-
pened because we were in there 24/7 under her watch 
all the time. The prioress asked how I could have 
fallen in love with so little contact," she says. Sister 
Mary Elizabeth had imagined the reaction of her 
family, or of her bishop, if she left. She also wrestled 
over whether her relationship with God would 
change. But the interaction with her superior caused 
her to do something uncharacteris-
tically impetuous. 
"The prioress was little bit snappy 
with me, so I put my pants and a 
toothbrush in a bag and I walked 
out, and I never went back as Sis-
ter Mary Elizabeth," Lisa tells me 
now. Robert had messaged her to 
say he was planning to visit Preston again that even-
ing. This time, it was to meet a Carmelite friend for 
advice at a nearby pub, the first person from the order 
he had trusted to tell of his and Lisa's predicament. 
Lisa guessed they would be meeting at the Black Bull 
about a mile up the road, so that was where she de-
cided to head. But instead of it being a joyful mo-
ment, Lisa was thrown into deep turmoil that Novem-
ber night in 2015.  
Lisa and Robert's story is explored further in the 
first episode of a new series of Beyond Belief at 
16:30 GMT on BBC Radio 4 on Monday 2 Janu-
ary - afterwards it will be available on BBC Sounds 
—————————————————————- 
JOURNEY WITH POPE FRANCIS 
"God’s voice does not impose itself; God’s voice is 

discreet, respectful – allow me to say, God’s voice is 

humble – and, for that reason, produces peace. And it 

is only in peace that we can enter profoundly into 

ourselves and recognize the authentic desires the 

Lord has placed in our hearts. Many times, it is not 

easy to enter into that peace of heart because we are 

so busy with this, that and the other, the entire day… 

But, please, calm yourself down a little bit, enter into 

that peace of heart because we are so busy with 

this, that and the other, the entire day… But, 

please, calm yourself down a little bit, enter into 

yourself, within yourself. Stop for two minutes. 

Witness what your heart is feeling. Let’s do this, 

brothers and sisters, it will help us so much be-

cause at that moment of calm, the Lord’s voice 

immediately tells, “Well, look here, look at that, 

what you are doing is good…”. When we allow 

ourselves to be calm, God’s voice comes immedi-

ately. He is waiting for us to do this." 6th  January 

2023————————

——————————

—"It is very beautiful to 

think of our life with the 

Lord as a relationship 

with a friend which 

grows day by day. 

Friendship with God. Have you ever thought about 

this? Yet, this is the way! Let’s think about God 

who gives us…doesn’t God gives us so much? 

God loves us, He wants us to be his friends. 

Friendship with God is able to change the heart. 

Piety is one of the great gifts of the Holy Spirit, 

which gives us the ability to recognize God’sfa-

therhood. We have a tender Father, an affectionate 

Father, a Father who loves us, who has always 

loved us. When we experience this, our hearts 

melt and doubts, fears, feelings of unworthiness 

are dissolved. Nothing can hinder this love that 

comes from being in contact with the Lord." 7th 

January 2023———————————- 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b006s6p6

