
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. 

Saturday: 8 a.m. followed by Novena to Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help & 5 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. & 5 p.m. 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays: 4 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Fridays: 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Parish Office 

Hours:   Mon - Fri, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Phone: (818)504-4400 

 

Religious Education 
Phone: (818)504-4411 

 

St. Francis Xavier School 
Phone: (818)504-4422 

 

3801 Scott Road, Burbank, CA 91504 
www.sfxburbank.com 

March 22, 2020 4th Sunday of Lent 

 

Come and grow with us. We are a welcoming and inclusive community of love centered  
on the Holy Eucharist and helping one another to become a Eucharist to the World. 
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From the Desk of Fr. Sebastian,  

Dear Parishioners, 

Peace be with you! I hope you are doing well. May God in his mercy and love 

help you and keep you safe. The situation that results from coronavirus is 

changing day by day.  

Based on the instructions from the Governor of California and also from our 

Archbishop Gomez, the regular Mass in the church will resume only after April 

19. Same applies to our school as well. However, the parish and school offices 

will continue to remain open.    

This is the time more than ever before that we need to turn to God. To help you 

in this regard we are doing the following things: 

• A video on the Stations of the Cross in our own church was made and is 

posted on our website (www.sfxburbank.com). You may use it to pray with 

your family at your home. 

• The blessed sacrament will be exposed on the Altar this Sunday from 

8:30 a.m. until 12 p.m. for private adoration. 

• A recorded mass for this Sunday will be posted this Sunday.  Look for the link 

on our website (www.sfxburbank.com). 

• We will continue to post our Sunday and Lenten reflections through our 

church website (www.sfxburbank.com). 

Above all, it is essential to reach out to our brothers and sisters who may be 

going through tough times resulting from the impact of the coronavirus.  

Therefore:  

• Please let me know if anybody is in need of any kind of assistance.  

• Also, we have volunteers to help the elderly in case you need groceries or a 

prescription picked up or other errand.   

The Archdiocese will provide a livestream of non-public Masses celebrated by the 

priests from the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels daily and on Sunday via 

Facebook, @lacatholics, (facebook.com/lacatholics/) or visit lacatholics.org/

emergency/. The daily Mass (M-F) in English at 12:10 p.m. and the Sunday 

Masses in English at 10 a.m. and in Spanish at 12:30 p.m. will be livestreamed.  

We are together and togetherness is our strength. For in togetherness God is 

present.  

May God bless you.  

Fr. Sebastian Vettickal 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Readings for the week of March 22, 2020, including Sunday’s Readings and Gospel. 

If you can, read the Gospel before reading Fr. Sebastian’s reflection on the next page. 
 

Sunday:1 Sm 16:1,6-7,10-13/Ps 23:1-6/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 
Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2,4-6,11-13/Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9,12/Ps 46:2-3,5-6,8-9/Jn 5:1- 16 
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14;8-10/Ps 40:7-11/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-23/Jn 5:31-47 
Friday: Wis 2:1,12-22/Ps 34:17-21,23/Jn 7:1-2,10,25-30 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3,9-12/Jn 7:40-53 

PARISH NEWS 

Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus 
Most Reverend Jose H. Gomez 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 
 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, 
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas, 
We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, 
as you did at the wedding in Cana. 
 

Pray for us, loving Mother, 
and gain for our nation and world, 
and for all our families and loved ones, 
the protection of your holy angels, 
that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 
For those already afflicted, 
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. 
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 
wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 
 

In this time of trial and testing, 
teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be 

 patient and kind. 
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our 

 hearts. 
 

We come to you with confidence, 
knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother, 
health of the sick and cause of our joy.  
Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 
keep us in the embrace of your arms, 
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. 
Amen. 
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PARISH NEWS 

A man bought a new refrigerator for his house. To get rid of his old fridge, he put it in his front 
yard and hung a sign on it saying, “Free. You want it, you take it.” For three days, the fridge 
sat there without even one person looking at it. He eventually decided that people were too 
untrusting of this deal. It looked too good to be true. So, he changed the sign to read: Fridge 
for Sale…$50. The next day someone stole it. We are blinded by the world around us. 
 
Today’s gospel describes a healing story. A blind man approached Jesus and asked for sight. 
Even though it looks simple, this incident has a deeper meaning. He was seeking spiritual vision 
and enlightenment rather than physical sight. Why do we say that? According to Jewish 
belief, studying and reading the Torah were indispensable for salvation. So God never denies 
salvation to anyone by making them blind. 
 
He was living in darkness because of his sin. Sin made him blind. So he was seeking  spiritual 
enlightenment! Spiritual enlightenment is the awareness that God sees the heart while we see 
the external. Our first reading explains this well. Samuel thought God would choose the big, 
strong and mature man as king. So he went to each of Jesse’s sons beginning with the oldest. 
He did not even consider David. But God had chosen David, the youngest and the least 
significant of the seven. God said to Samuel, “Do not judge from his appearance or from his 
lofty stature. Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance but the 
Lord looks into the heart.” 
 
Lent is a time to remove the worldly influences from our hearts that blind us to see the need 
for God. Lent is a time to declare with the Psalmist: Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear 
no evil; for you are at my side with your rod and your staff that give me courage. 

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 

 

 

 

 

Please check us out and follow us on social media for the latest 

updates on all things related to St. Francis Xavier Church.  
 

• Instagram: st.francisxavier 

• Twitter: @loveSFX 

• Facebook Page: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Community 

• Also become our Facebook Friend: St. Francis Xavier 
 

Don’t forget our website: www.sfxburbank.com 

 

Information is constantly changing and we will do our best to keep 

you updated in a timely manner.  
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DID YOU KNOW? 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

We pray for our sick parishioners that they may know the healing of 

Christ: Fely Arenas, Teresita Blazon, Colette Craan, Rita Doyle, John 

Gonzalez, Barbara Kouri, Terry O’Connell, Vashie Ratzinger, Joyce 

Rudolph, Maria Sampley, Kathy Segura, Kirk Taylor, Betty Quigg, 

Lorraine White 

SFX SCHOOL 

Early Abuse Identification Is Key 
 

We can do our best to ensure that the children in our community are as 
safe as possible, and one critical way is to take immediate action at the 

first hint of improper behavior by an adult towards a child. Be familiar with 
ways in which perpetrators attempt to groom children, their parents, and 

church communities so that you can recognize and interrupt such 
behaviors promptly. Paying attention to changes in behavior, appetite, or 

demeanor in the children we know is also important as these cues may be 
reflective of a child’s distress. For more information, get a copy of the 

VIRTUS® article “Early Identification is Crucial” at https://lacatholics.org/did
-you-know/ 

LENT 

St. Francis 
Xavier 

School is 
currently 
accepting 

applications 
for the 2020
-2021school 

year for 
Transitional 

Kindergarten through 8th 
Grade. Please call 818/504-
4400 for more information.  

Family Emergency Fund  
 

Make the most out of Lent 

this year.  Please donate to 

our Family Emergency Fund. 

Your generosity is greatly 

appreciated.  
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Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Parish! 
  

We invite you to become a member of our community! 
Thank you for printing neatly and dropping in the 
collection basket or bringing to the Parish Office. 

Name:____________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________ 

Email_____________________________________________ 

Ministry Interest: ____________________________________ 

PARISH TEAM 
 

Rev. Sebastian Vettickal, CMI  
Pastor 

sebastian.vettickal@sfxburbank.com 
 

Rev. Benny George, CMI 
Associate Pastor 

benny.george@sfxburbank.com 
 

Deacon Jaime Abrera  
Coordinator of Peace and  

Justice Ministries 
deaconjaime@gmail.com 

 

Deacon Jim Roope  
Coordinator of Confirmation and Young 

Adult Ministries 
jimroope@gmail.com 

 

Deacon Tony Hobbs 
tony.hobbs@rocketmail.com 

 

Mrs. Rita Recker  
Pastoral Associate/Director of  

Parish Administration 
rita.recker@sfxburbank.com 

 

Mrs. Rosie Roope  
Director of Religious Education 
rosie.roope@sfxburbank.com 

 

Dr. Paul Sullivan  
School Principal 

sfxlancers@yahoo.com 
 

Mr. Manuel Jaimez 
Youth & Young Adult Ministry 

manuel.jaimez@sfxburbank.com 
 

Mr. Jack Clapper 
Director of Music 

jack.clapper@sfxburbank.com 
 

Mrs. Tracee Porras 
Administrative Specialist 
rectory@sfxburbank.com 

 

Ms. Lissette Rivera 
Administrative Assistant 

lissette.rivera@sfxburbank.com 
 

Mr. Alberto Linares 
Maintenance Technician 

Ministries & Groups 
 

Adult Faith Formation: Father Sebastian Vettickal; Altar Server 

Training: Herman Buitrago; Altar Society: Maria Sampley; 

Annulments and Convalidation: Deacon Jaime Abrera; 

Baptism: Rosie Roope; Bereavement Ministry: Mary Abrajano 

& Barbara Trinchero; Confirmation Program: Deacon Jim 

Roope; Cornerstone Music: Paula Lucero; Eucharistic Minister 

Training: Deacon Jaime Abrera; Filipino-American Group: 

Rene Decena; Lector Training: Mike Imfeld; Marriage 

Preparation: Mike and Debbie Maddigan; Minister 

Scheduling: Parish Office; Ministry to the Sick: Father Benny 

George; Old Tyme Country Faire: Brant Cotton; Parish 

Finance Council: Richard Dixon; Parish Hospitality 

Committee: JoDee Geryak; Peace & Justice: Deacon Jaime 

Abrera; RCIA: Paula Lucero; Religious Education Programs: 

Rosie Roope; Sacristan Training: Jess Obal; Sandwich 

Sundays: Peg Setti; SFX Liaison Committee: Rita Recker; Usher 

Training: Fred Sinclair; VIRTUS Training and Fingerprinting: 

Rosie Roope; Vocations: Father Benny George; Wedding 

Coordinator: Yvette Rubio; Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

Director: Manuel Jaimez 
 

For more information regarding one of our Ministries, please 

contact the Parish Office at 818/504-4400. 
 

To make an appointment for Confession or for a Sick Visit, please 

call the Parish Office at any time. 

St. Francis Xavier is on Social 
Media! Follow us so you 

don’t miss out on our great 
events and activities. 

 
St.francisxavier—Instagram 

 
St. Francis Xavier—Facebook 

 
@LoveSFX—Twitter  

 

 

 

April 5—Palm Sunday 

April 9—Holy Thursday 

April 10—Good Friday 

April 11—Easter Vigil Mass 

April 12—Easter Sunday, 

April 19—Sandwich Sunday 

April 19—Feast of Divine 

 Mercy 

April 25—Eucharist Parent/

 Child Mini Retreat and 

 First Communion 

 Rehearsal 

April 26—Baptism Sunday 

May 2—Confirmation 

May 3—First Communion 


