
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. 

Saturday: 8 a.m. followed by Novena to Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help & 5 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. & 5 p.m. 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays: 4 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Fridays: 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Parish Office 

Hours:   Mon - Fri, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Phone: (818)504-4400 

 

Religious Education 
Phone: (818)504-4411 

 

St. Francis Xavier School 
Phone: (818)504-4422 

 

3801 Scott Road, Burbank, CA 91504 
www.sfxburbank.com 

March 29, 2020 5th Sunday of Lent 

 

Come and grow with us. We are a welcoming and inclusive community of love centered  
on the Holy Eucharist and helping one another to become a Eucharist to the World. 
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From the Desk of Fr. Sebastian,  

Dear Parishioners, 

During this challenging time, I pray the intercession of Mother Mary and her help for all of us. When 

the Angel appeared to Mary, the Angel said to her: Do not be afraid, for you have found favor with 

God. Let the voice of the angel echo in our mind and heart.  Let us find favor with God by staying 

connected to him by our prayers.  

During this challenging time to help us stay healthy and help others stay healthy as well, as per the 

order of the Archbishop, all Churches are closed for public worship and parish offices are closed for 

public services until April 19 (included). School continues functioning through distant learning.   

Confirmation, First Communion and Rite of Initiation will take place at a later date.  

It is important to be connected with Jesus during this Holy Season of Lent. To help us in this regard, 

we are posting recorded Sunday Liturgies, Stations of the Cross, Lenten Reflections, and Last Seven 

Words of Jesus from the Cross through our Facebook, YouTube and Web page. 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdvBsM3cuQPkHnUBLlxBQJg 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/st.francis.xavier.100 

Website: www.sfxburbank.com 

You may also visit the Archdiocesan website for livestreaming of the Mass. The Archdiocese will 

provide a livestream of non-public Masses celebrated by the priests from the Cathedral of Our Lady 

of the Angels daily and on Sunday via Facebook (facebook.com/lacatholic) or visit lacatholics.org/

emergency. The daily Mass (M-F) in English at 12:10 p.m. and the Sunday Masses in English at 10 

a.m. and in Spanish at 12:30 p.m. will be livestreamed.  

Since the church is closed for public worship, the Holy Week celebration will take place in private 

and we will send you the video of the Liturgical services.  

During this challenging time as the church is closed for public worship, you can still stay connected 

with Jesus by praying the Act of Spiritual Communion: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in 

the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my 

soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me 

to be separated from You. Amen. 

Similarly, you can pray the Act of Contrition for the remission of sin until you have the opportunity 

go for individual confession: My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do 

wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned against you whom I should love above all things. I 

firmly intend, with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 

Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy. 

As I informed you earlier, if you are in need (of any kind), please do not hesitate to contact us. We 

are here for you. We have volunteers lined up to help you too. We are together in this mission. 

Since the parish office is closed, for any assistance please call our cell phone. Fr. Sebastian (424) 

308-7761, Fr. Benny (818) 913-0633 or Rita (818) 400-2513.  Thank you and God bless you. 

If there is any change, I will keep you updated.  

In Jesus’ Love, 

Fr. Sebastian Vettickal 



St. Francis Xavier                                      Page Three 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Readings for the week of March 29, 2020, including Sunday’s Readings and Gospel. 

If you can, read the Gospel before reading Fr. Sebastian’s reflection below. 
 

Sunday:  Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-8/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 
Monday:  Dn 13:1-9,15-17,19-30,33-62/Ps 23:1-6/Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday:  Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3,16-21/Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20,91-92,95/(Ps) Dn 3:52-56/Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-9/Jn 8:51-59 
Friday:  Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-7/Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/(Ps) Jer 31:10-13/Jn 11:45-56 

Dear Friends,  
For our reflection on this 5th Sunday of Lent, we have this great story of Jesus raising Lazarus 
from the grave. According to John, this was the last miracle Jesus performed before his 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem and his sacrificial death. 
It is important to know that Jesus did not perform miracles for the sake of doing them. On the 
other hand, he did miracles to give his disciples life-giving lessons. 
Through this particular miracle, namely by bringing back Lazarus to life, Jesus showed his 
disciples his divine and human nature.  
First and foremost, it shows that Jesus is God and for him there is no situation that is hopeless 
and helpless.  Remember the story: Jesus was at the house of Martha and Mary who were 
grieving at the death of their brother Lazarus. “Where have you laid him?" Jesus asked 
Martha. “Lord, why bother? By now there will be a stench; he has been dead for four days."  
“He has been dead for four days." This statement has a symbolic significance. According to 
Jewish belief (during Jesus’ time) the spirit remains in the body three more days after the 
person’s death. On the fourth day, the spirit completely separates from the dead body. 
Hence there is no more hope of survival. Therefore, the ‘fourth day’ symbolizes total 
hopelessness and helplessness.  
According to the gospels, Jesus raised a few other people. However, it happened a few hours 
after their death. So his critique could say that they were not really dead...only sleeping.  So 
Jesus waited four days to make sure that he was completely dead. 
For God, no situation is impossible. We may think like Martha that our situation is beyond 
redemption. We may think that we are spiritually dead and beyond restoration. We may think 
that the situation created by coronavirus is destroying our future. Jesus, who came back to life 
from his own grave, is strong enough to remove the stone that is frightening us today. Give 
Jesus a chance. Listen to him. Show him your misery.  He will remove the stone that suppresses 
you. 
Secondly, when Jesus saw the frustration and the grief of Martha and Mary, Jesus wept. He 
literally cried. Jesus knew that he was going to raise him.....Jesus knew about his power...But 
Jesus felt their pain....He identified with them....When we go through pain, struggle...don’t ask 
where is God...he is walking with you...helping you carry your cross.....Just trust in him.... 
May God bless you. 

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 
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RELIGIOUS ED. 

PARISH NEWS 
 

 

 

 

Please check us out and follow us on social 

media for the latest updates on all things 

related to St. Francis Xavier Church.  
 

• Instagram: st.francisxavier 

• Twitter: @loveSFX 

• Facebook Page: St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Community 

• Also become our Facebook Friend: St. 
Francis Xavier 

 

Don’t forget our website: 

www.sfxburbank.com 
 

Information is constantly changing and we will 

do our best to keep you updated in a timely 

manner.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Francis Xavier Church has its own 
YouTube channel!  We are uploading 
Masses, Lenten Reflections, Last Seven 

Words of Jesus, Stations of the Cross 
and more.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCdvBsM3cuQPkHnUBLlxBQJg  

 

Don’t forget to subscribe so you can get 
notifications of any new postings. 

We have posted Deacon Jim’s Lenten Reflection: Mary—The 
Unafraid Disciple on our YouTube channel. Please visit: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCdvBsM3cuQPkHnUBLlxBQJg  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & FAMILY FAITH AT HOME 

Please visit SFX At Home RE:  https://sfxathomere.weebly.com  

Nothing could ever replace our Sunday worship, receiving the Eucharist, and 
being together as a parish community.  However, because we cannot gather at 
church, we are bringing what we can to you!  Please visit our new "At Home" 

family website.   Here you will find links to children's programs normally offered 
on Sundays (Sunday School & Children's Liturgy of the Word) plus some extra 

leaflets for children in older grades.  There is information for family bible study 
and more.  If there is anything you would like to see added, please let us 

know!  We are updating it regularly. 

Blessings to you and your family.  Please stay safe and I look forward to the day 
we can all attend Mass together again. 

With love, 
Rosie Roope, Religious Education 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

We pray for our sick parishioners that they may know the healing of 

Christ: Fely Arenas, Teresita Blazon, Colette Craan, Rita Doyle, John 

Gonzalez, Barbara Kouri, Terry O’Connell, Vashie Ratzinger, Joyce 

Rudolph, Maria Sampley, Kathy Segura, Kirk Taylor, Betty Quigg, 

Lorraine White 

SFX SCHOOL 

Signs of Abuse in Children 
 

Last week we discussed the importance of early identification in stopping abuse. 
This week, we’re looking at some of the signs of abuse that could help adults 

recognize whether children are in danger. These signs could include withdrawal 
from others, or a general mistrust of adults. A child who is being sexually 

abused may relate to others in a sexualized way, inappropriate for his or her 
age. He or she may suddenly refuse to go to school, or become very fearful of 

school, or the dark. Other signs that could indicate a child is being sexually 
abused include aggressive or secretive behavior. Keeping an eye out for these 

things can help an adult ask the right questions while serving as a trusted 
source of support and love for a child in need. For more signs, get a copy of the 

VIRTUS® article “A Step to Healing” at https://lacatholics.org/did-you-know/. 

LENT 
St. Francis Xavier School, even in the 

process of creating new and innovative 
online teaching right now, is currently 
accepting applications for the 2020-

2021school year for Transitional 
Kindergarten through 8th Grade. 

Please call 818/504-4400 for more 
information.  

Family Emergency Fund  
 

Make the most out of Lent 

this year.  Please donate to 

our Family Emergency Fund. 

Your generosity is greatly 

appreciated.  
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Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Parish! 
  

We invite you to become a member of our community! 
Thank you for printing neatly and dropping in the 
collection basket or bringing to the Parish Office. 

Name:____________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________ 

Email_____________________________________________ 

Ministry Interest: ____________________________________ 

PARISH TEAM 
 

Rev. Sebastian Vettickal, CMI  
Pastor 

sebastian.vettickal@sfxburbank.com 
 

Rev. Benny George, CMI 
Associate Pastor 

benny.george@sfxburbank.com 
 

Deacon Jaime Abrera  
Coordinator of Peace and  

Justice Ministries 
deaconjaime@gmail.com 

 

Deacon Jim Roope  
Coordinator of Confirmation and Young 

Adult Ministries 
jimroope@gmail.com 

 

Deacon Tony Hobbs 
tony.hobbs@rocketmail.com 

 

Mrs. Rita Recker  
Pastoral Associate/Director of  

Parish Administration 
rita.recker@sfxburbank.com 

 

Mrs. Rosie Roope  
Director of Religious Education 
rosie.roope@sfxburbank.com 

 

Dr. Paul Sullivan  
School Principal 

sfxlancers@yahoo.com 
 

Mr. Manuel Jaimez 
Youth & Young Adult Ministry 

manuel.jaimez@sfxburbank.com 
 

Mr. Jack Clapper 
Director of Music 

jack.clapper@sfxburbank.com 
 

Mrs. Tracee Porras 
Administrative Specialist 
rectory@sfxburbank.com 

 

Ms. Lissette Rivera 
Administrative Assistant 

lissette.rivera@sfxburbank.com 
 

Mr. Alberto Linares 
Maintenance Technician 

Ministries & Groups 
 

Adult Faith Formation: Father Sebastian Vettickal; Altar Server 

Training: Herman Buitrago; Altar Society: Maria Sampley; 

Annulments and Convalidation: Deacon Jaime Abrera; 

Baptism: Rosie Roope; Bereavement Ministry: Mary Abrajano 

& Barbara Trinchero; Confirmation Program: Deacon Jim 

Roope; Cornerstone Music: Paula Lucero; Eucharistic Minister 

Training: Deacon Jaime Abrera; Filipino-American Group: 

Rene Decena; Lector Training: Mike Imfeld; Marriage 

Preparation: Mike and Debbie Maddigan; Minister 

Scheduling: Parish Office; Ministry to the Sick: Father Benny 

George; Old Tyme Country Faire: Brant Cotton; Parish 

Finance Council: Richard Dixon; Parish Hospitality 

Committee: JoDee Geryak; Peace & Justice: Deacon Jaime 

Abrera; RCIA: Paula Lucero; Religious Education Programs: 

Rosie Roope; Sacristan Training: Jess Obal; Sandwich 

Sundays: Peg Setti; SFX Liaison Committee: Rita Recker; Usher 

Training: Fred Sinclair; VIRTUS Training and Fingerprinting: 

Rosie Roope; Vocations: Father Benny George; Wedding 

Coordinator: Yvette Rubio; Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

Director: Manuel Jaimez 
 

For more information regarding one of our Ministries, please 

contact the Parish Office at 818/504-4400. 
 

To make an appointment for Confession or for a Sick Visit, please 

call the Parish Office at any time. 

St. Francis Xavier is on Social 
Media! Follow us so you 

don’t miss out on our great 
events and activities. 

 
St.francisxavier—Instagram 

 
St. Francis Xavier—Facebook 

 
@LoveSFX—Twitter  

 

 

Online celebrations for: 

April 5—Palm Sunday 

April 9—Holy Thursday 

April 10—Good Friday 

April 11—Easter Vigil Mass 

April 12—Easter Sunday 

 

April 19—Sandwich Sunday 

April 19—Feast of Divine 

 Mercy 

April 25—Eucharist Parent/

 Child Mini Retreat and 

 First Communion 

 Rehearsal 

April 26—Baptism Sunday 

May 2—Confirmation 

May 3—First Communion 


