
 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.  

Sunday: 8 am, 10 am, 11:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
 

 

 Holy Hour—Friday: 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
 

CONFESSION  
 

 
Saturday 4:00p.m.—4:30p.m 

 
  HOUSE BLESSING/SICK VISITS/BAPTISM/

MARRIAGE/FUNERAL 
Please call the parish office  

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Parish Office 

Hours:   Mon - Fri, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Phone: (818)504-4400 

 

Religious Education 
Phone: (818)504-4411 

 

St. Francis Xavier School 
Phone: (818)504-4422 

 

3801 Scott Road, Burbank, CA 91504 
www.sfxburbank.com 

September 17, 2023 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 

 

Come and grow with us. We are a welcoming and inclusive community of love centered  
on the Holy Eucharist and helping one another to become a Eucharist to the World. 

 

Catechetical Sunday 
 

"A Prayer for Catechists" 
Loving Father, we pray today for our 

catechists.  We thank you for their gift of 
ministry in your church. Grant them your 

wisdom that they may grow in the 
understanding and teaching of your Word. 
Grant them also your love that they may be 
fruitful heralds of your Word and lead others 
to love you. Pour forth your Holy Spirit upon 
them to grant them wisdom about what is 
important; knowledge of the truths of faith; 

understanding of their meaning; right 
judgement about how to apply them in life; 
courage to persevere even in the face of 

adversity; reverence before all that is sacred 
and holy; and that loving zeal which leads 

others to a transforming encounter with your 
Son. 

 
We pray this through Christ, our Lord  Amen. 
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From the Desk of Fr. Sebastian,  

Dear Friends,  

Each year, the Catholic Church in the United States designates the 3rd Sunday 

in the month of September as “Catechetical Sunday.” Catechetical Sunday is a 

day on which we celebrate and pray for the Church’s mission to teach the 

Gospel to all people.  

We often talk about catechism and catechesis. What does it mean? The root 

word, "catechesis," is from a Greek word meaning, "To echo, or Resound." 

Catechesis is the act of resounding or bringing the Church's teachings to the 

world.  

All Catholics by virtue of their baptism are called to echo the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. All are called to be ‘formators’ of faith. Faith is paramount to sail 

through the oceans of life that are often rocked with violent storms and wild 

waves. When I was in San Pedro, I had an amazing experience. One night, 

around 11 p.m., the doorbell rang. It was a man who was totally disturbed and 

panicked. “Can you please open the Church? I want to pray,” he asked me. He 

was on the way to kill himself but saw the church and remembered what he 

had heard from his First Holy Communion class: “When you think every way is 

closed before you and nowhere to turn, remember, Jesus is waiting for you in 

the tabernacle to lift you up.” Then he said to me, “I need him right now. “The 

seed of faith that was planted in his heart years ago now came to his rescue.  

Faith does marvelous things in our lives. You and I are the witnesses to it. We 

cannot hide our light of faith in a bushel basket. We need to burn it brightly and 

let it shine before others.  

God is always present. As Paul says, “We have to ‘magnify Christ’ in our lives.” 

Remember the words of Pope Francis to the parents, “It is the most beautiful 

inheritance that you can give to your children: The Faith! Our Faith will grow 

only in the same measure that we give it away.” 

I am grateful each one of you for your great interest in forming our children 

after the heart of Jesus Christ. A word of gratitude for the core team members 

of Family Life Ministry for sharing their faith life with the community last 

Sunday. As announced last Sunday, the Celebration of Wedding Anniversary 

will take place on Sunday November 5th at 10 am Mass. All couples who have 

completed 25 years or more in the sacrament of marriage will be celebrated at 

this mass. Please give your name to the office. 

May God bless you. 



St. Francis Xavier                                      Page Three 

PARISH NEWS 

 

 

The Called to Renew Capital 
Campaign  

 

Parish Goal: $585,000.00 
Total Pledged: $1,341,325.00 

Total Paid: $273,3664.51 
 

This is the start to our future.  As 
pledges come in we will get closer to 
starting our projects of a new science 
lab for the school, a new community 

space for meetings, an outdoor 
gathering structure and important 

maintenance items. 
 

It’s never too late to make a pledge. 

 

Mark your calendars:   
 

The Knights of Columbus and 
Family Life Ministry will be 

co-hosting a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, 
September 24th after the 8 am and 10 am 

Masses.    
 

All members of the parish are encouraged 
to attend.  The is no charge, but 
donations of any amount will be 

greatly appreciated!  

Mark Your Calendars: 
 

We are once again breaking the record for 
being the biggest fundraising dinner night at 

Bob’s Big Boy on Riverside Drive.   
 

This annual event is another great opportunity 
to socialize with friends and earn money for 

St. Francis Xavier. Kids love it!  Parents loved 
it!  And St. Francis Xavier loves it!  I can’t wait 

to see you there!  

JOY will be meeting on 
Thursday, Sept. 21st at 4 pm 

in Cabrini Hall.   
 

We will have a speaker sharing tips on “Senior 
Wellness”.  All Seniors are Welcome! 

JOY – Just Older Youth 

On Sunday,  
September 17th the Cabrini 
Chapel will be open from  

9am to 1pm.   

The Celebration of 
Wedding Anniversary 

will take place on 
Sunday, November 5th 

at 10 am Mass.  
 

All couples who have completed 25 years or 
more in the sacrament of marriage will be 
celebrated at this mass. Please give your 

name to the office. 

The Black And Indian Mission 
Collection Today! 

 
Today’s Collection is for the Black and Indian Mission 
Collection exists to help local African American and 

Native American Diocesan Communities throughout the 
United States spread the Good News of Jesus Christ and 

respond to real and pressing needs on the ground. 
 

Thank you for your donations. 



St. Francis Xavier Parish Religious Education Programs 

REGISTER TODAY - CLASSES BEGIN LATE SEPTEMBER 
 

Please visit our parish website for detailed information on each class including the calendar of meeting dates. 

To register online, please go to: www.sfxburbank.com, click “Religious Education” then “Registration Form” 

For more information, please contact Mrs. Rosie Roope 818-504-4411. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Do you have a little one entering Pre-Kindergarten or Kindergarten in the Fall? 
(ages 4, 5, 6) St. Francis has a Sunday School program designed just for them which meets during the 

10:00 A.M. Mass. Using music, storytelling and crafts this program is designed to nurture young 
children’s natural tendency to seek a relationship with God, reinforcing a strong sense of community 

and love. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION GRADES 1-5: This program 
has been designed specifically for children of public or non-Catholic private schools, and presents 
religious education and sacramental preparation information in a fun and innovative way. Baptized 

children generally begin their Sacramental Preparation in the first grade, and make the sacraments of 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion in the 2nd grade. However, we enroll children 1st 
through 5th grade for this program. (If your child is in the 6th grade or above, please contact our 

religious education office for class information at  818-504-4411). Classes run Sept. through early May 
on Wednesdays from 3:45-5:00 P.M. 

 

Religious Education For Grades 3,4,5: Catholic education continues past the child’s First Communion. There 
are many more truths and traditions of Catholicism to be learned. Leading 3rd thru 5th graders in making moral 

choices and exploring an expanding faith through Gospel dramatizations, current events and original stories linked 
to the Gospel and kids’ own lives. Saints’ lives and imaginative activities demonstrate applications of the Gospel 
message, and “think” questions reinforce doctrinal concepts. These classes run from Sept. through mid May and 

meet on Wednesdays from 3:45 pm. to 5:00 pm. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD (For children in the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Grade): In 
addition to your child’s regular religious education instruction, this program runs late Sept. thru April 
during the Sunday 10:00 A.M. Mass and is a great opportunity for children to understand the Sunday 
Gospel at their own age level. After the opening prayer, the children are dismissed to a classroom in 
the lower school building. They are provided with colorful activities and handouts that enhance what 

they hear from their adult leaders about the word of God. The children then return to church to 
celebrate the Liturgy of the Eucharist with the rest of the parish family. This is a free program and no registration is 

required. 
 

CONFIRMATION (for high schoolers): Confirmation is the final Sacrament of Initiation that brings 
your teen into full communion with the church. Led by Dn. Jim Roope and Confirmation Team 

Members, St. Francis Xavier follows a two-year preparation process for reception of this Sacrament. It 
is designed to help our young people come to a deeper understanding of how the Holy Spirit works in 
our lives and in the life of the Church. Boys and girls begin the process anytime in their high school 

years, although most start as freshmen. 
 

ADULT CONFIRMATION (for adults over 21 years of age): Led by Dn. Tony Hobbs, the Adult Confirmation 
program is held during Lent 2023. If you attend the required sessions, have been baptized, received first 

communion and attend Mass weekly, you will be ready to be Confirmed. 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN—Led by Ms. Paula Lucero and RCIA 
Team Members. Are you yourself interested in becoming baptized in the Catholic Church, or completing your 

sacraments of First Eucharist and Confirmation? We have an excellent program for you - it is called the RCIA. The 
St. Francis Xavier parish community invites you meet with members of the RCIA team who welcome your interest 

and questions regarding the Catholic Church and our parish community. 
 

Initiating Children (ages 7-17) Children’s initiation is usually a two-year process by which children become 
Catholic. Some of the children who participate have not been baptized, and so these children will prepare for 
Baptism, Confirmation and First Eucharist. Some of the children who participate have already been 

baptized in a church other than Catholic and they will prepare for First Eucharist, Penance and 
Confirmation in the Church. If a child is baptized Catholic, entering 6th grade or above and has not made 

First Reconciliation and First Eucharist, they also belong in RCIA. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

  People of St. Francis Xavier 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

      Josefine Perez & Tomas Abrajano † 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

       Ruben Nunez, Nunez Family &  

       Ocampo Family  
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

     Mylah De La Rosa & Maria Irene Alvarez 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 

     Juan Abrajano Sr. & Felipe Abrajano † 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

       Fernando Reyes † 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

 People of St. Francis Xavier 

MASS INTENTIONS 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 

We pray for our sick parishioners 

that they may know the healing 

of Christ:  

 

Teresita Blazon,  Ray Landless, Tom 

MacMartin, Matthew Balano and Joanne 

Figliuzzi. 

Readings for the week of September 17, 2023 
 
Sunday:   Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-4,9-12/Rom 
  14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35 
Monday:   1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 28:2,7-9/Lk 7:1-10 
Tuesday:   1 Tm 3:1-13/Ps 101:1-3,5-6/Lk 7:11-17 
Wednesday:  1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-6/Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday:   Eph 4:1-7,11-13/Ps 19:2-5/Mt 9:9-13 
Friday:   1 Tm 6:2-12/Ps 49:6-10,17-20/Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday:   1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1-5/Lk 8:4-15 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

 
Why do children not disclose abuse? 

 
Child abuse victims are often scared and anxious 
to tell a trusted adult about the abuse they have 

suffered. These fears prevent a majority of victims 
from telling their parents, teachers, or other trusted 
adults about abuse, which, sadly, perpetuates the 
cycle. Victims may be afraid that they will get in 

trouble, or will not be believed, or will be ashamed 
or criticized. For information on how to overcome 

or counteract these fears, read the 
VIRTUS® article “Barriers Minors Face to 

Disclosing Child Sexual Abuse” at lacatholics.org/
did-you-know/. 

 
Kindergarten 

celebrated the 
Blessed Mother's 

birthday by going to 
church and saying a 

Hail Mary.  
 

They enjoyed  
cupcakes and sang 
Happy Birthday.    



Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Parish! 
  

We invite you to become a member of our community! Thank 
you for printing neatly and dropping in the collection basket or 

bringing to the Parish Office. 
Name:____________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________ 

Email_____________________________________________ 

Ministry Interest: ____________________________________ 

 

PARISH TEAM 

 

Rev. Sebastian Vettickal, CMI  
Pastor 

sebastian.vettickal@sfxburbank.com 
 

Fr. Mathew Kurisummoottil, CMI 
Associate Pastor 

frmathew@sfxburbank.com 
 

Deacon Jaime Abrera  
deaconjaime@gmail.com 

 
Deacon Jim Roope  

Coordinator of Confirmation  
deaconjim007@gmail.com 

 
Deacon Tony Hobbs 

tony.hobbs@rocketmail.com 
 

Mrs. Rita Recker  
Pastoral Associate/Director of  

Parish Administration 
rita.recker@sfxburbank.com 

 
Mrs. Rosie Roope  

Director of Religious Education 
rosie.roope@sfxburbank.com 

 
Ms. Samantha Sanchez 

School Principal 
samantha.sanchez@sfxburbank.com 

 
Mr. Jack Clapper 

Director of Music 
jack.clapper@sfxburbank.com 

 
Ms. Lissette Rivera 

Administrative Assistant 
lissette.rivera@sfxburbank.com 

 
Mr. Alberto Linares 

Maintenance Technician 
a.lina.helder@sbcglobal.net  

 
Bulletin Submissions 
rectory@sfxburbank.com 

 

Ministries & Groups 
 

Adult Faith Formation: Dn. Tony Hobbs; Altar Server Training: 

Herman Buitrago; Altar Society: Emie Decena; Annulments and 

Convalidation: Dn. Jaime Abrera; Baptism Workshop: Dn. Tony 

Hobbs; Bereavement Ministry: Mary Abrajano & Barbara 

Bocek; Confirmation Program: Dn. Jim Roope; Coordinator of 

Liturgy: Dn. Jaime Abrera; Cornerstone Music: Paula Lucero; 

Eucharistic Minister Training: Dn. Jaime Abrera; Family Life 

Ministry: Dn. Jaime Abrera; Filipino-American Group: Rene 

Decena; Grief Support: Jose and Nora Hizon;  Knights of 

Columbus: Rod Chapman Lector Training: Mike Imfeld; 

Marriage Preparation: Mike and Debbie Maddigan; Minister 

Scheduling: Parish Office; Ministry to the Sick: Audrey Abrera; 

Music Director: Jack Clapper Old Tyme Country Faire: Parish 

Office; Parish Finance Council: Richard Dixon; Parish Council: 

Brad Recker Parish Hospitality Committee: Karry Ann Luttge; 

Peace & Justice: Rosed Flores; Power House: Jonatan Zamora; 

RCIA: Paula Lucero; Religious Education Programs: Rosie 

Roope; Sacristan Training: Jess Obal; Sandwich Sundays: Peg 

Setti; Usher and Greeters: Karry Ann Luttge; VIRTUS Training 

and Fingerprinting: Rosie Roope; Vocation: Fr. Sebastian; 

Wedding Coordinator: Yvette Rubio; YA ( Young Adult )

Coordinator: Isabel Patel;  
 

 

For more information regarding one of our Ministries, please 

contact the Parish Office at 818/504-4400. 
 

To make an appointment for Confession or for a Sick Visit, please 

call the Parish Office at any time. 

 

St. Francis Xavier is on Social Media! Follow us so you 
don’t miss out on our great events and activities. 

 

St.francisxavier—Instagram 
 

St. Francis Xavier Burbank—Facebook 
 

@LoveSFX—Twitter  
 

St. Francis Xavier Elementary Alumni (Burbank) — 
Facebook 

Page Six                                                                      September 17, 2023 



 

 
 
 
 

 GGGODODOD   BLESSBLESSBLESS   OUROUROUR A A ADVERTISERSDVERTISERSDVERTISERS! 
 

The merchants who advertise make our bulletin possible. 
 

When you patronize our advertisers,  
please thank them for supporting our parish. 

EESTATESTATE P PLANNINGLANNING  

818818818---524524524---233623362336   

JASON T. GRUTTER 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
Conservatorship, Trust, 

Wills & Probate 
   Free Consultation 
        TheBurbankFirm.com 
    2312 W. Victory Blvd. 
          Burbank 91506 

POR FAVOR APOYE A ESTOS ANUNCIANTES 
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PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS 

License #492079 C-36 C-16 C-42 B-1 C-20 

VINCE LOPORCHIO 
PRESIDENT 

626 S. Glenwood Place 
Burbank, CA 91506 
 

P: 818.845.2291 
F: 818.845.1603  
E: vince@vhlplumbing.com 

Fire Sprinklers 
Water Heaters 
Sewers/Drains 

Copper Re-pipe 
Gas Piping 

Pipe Locating 
and all your plumbing needs 

Earthquake Installation Specialist 

www.vhlplumbing.com 

Since 1984 

CEMENT—BRICK & BLOCK WORK 

JOE’S TREE SERVICE 
24-Hour Service Including Sunday and Holidays 

(818) 795-1433 
Pruning, Topping, Removing, Yard and Slope Clean-ups, Planting, Ground Covers, New Lawns, 

Ivy Topping and Removal, Lots and Hillsides Cleaned and Planted, Sprinklers & Plumbing 
BRUSH CLEARANCE (For Fire Reg.) 

All Work  

 Guaranteed  
FREE Estimates 

Senior Citizen Discount 

 

 Pray for Peace 

WHY STRUGGLE WITH CARE  
WHEN HOLLY HOSPICE IS THERE? 

WE PROVIDE MEDICAL SUPPLIES, MEDICATIONS, 
NURSES, BATHING AIDES AND MORE 

SERVICING BURBANK AND NEIGHBORING CITIES 
$0 OUT OF POCKET EXPENSE 

AVAILABLE 24/7 

 

 

 

To adverTise here, call 

MissionMissionMission   
PublicaTionsPublicaTionsPublicaTions   

   

Toll FreeToll FreeToll Free   

888888888---253253253---435843584358   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

                   We accePT                   We accePT                   We accePT   



Michael Rofail  
REALTOR 

  
 DRE# 01364436 

310-963-5521 
michael@pacrealtyinvest.com 
Parishioner & SFX School Parent 

A donation will be made to the charity of your choice 
upon close of escrow 

Maria M. Tapang, EA, CFP® 

Tax Preparation & Consulting 
 

2015 W Burbank Blvd. 
Burbank, CA 91506-1318 

maria@tapangfinancial.com 
 

(818) 953-4284 P     (818) 953-5031 F 

Villa Scalabrini  
Retirement Center 

 

Independent Living, Assisted Living, 
Memory Care, Skilled Nursing 

 

818-768-6500 
www.villascalabrini.com 

RCFE Lic. #1991201168 - SCU Lic. #920000120 
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PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS 

 

Joe’s Plumbing &  
Rooter Service 
Sewer • Drain Cleaning 

 

Copper Repiping Specialist 
 

Free Estimates           Lic. 773702 
(818) 843-0416 

(818) 434-4501 Cell 

 
 
 
 
 
 

842-0392  SE HABLA ESPAÑOL 
1303 W. MAGNOLIA, BURBANK 

INCOME TAX · REAL ESTATE 

S E R V I C E S 

Marlen Paoletta 
Insurance and Financial Services Agent 
 
Auto-Home-Life-Business-IRA’s 
259 W Alameda Ave 
Burbank, CA 91502 
Tel 818.842.2588 
Fax 818.842.7532 0D89323 
mpaoletta@farmersagent.com 
 
Registered Representative, Farmers Financial Solutions, LLC 
31051 Agoura Rd., Westlake Village, CA 91361 
Tel 818.584.0200     Member FINRA & SIPC 

 GGGODODOD   BLESSBLESSBLESS   OUROUROUR A A ADVERTISERSDVERTISERSDVERTISERS! 
 

The merchants who advertise make our bulletin possible. 
 

When you patronize our advertisers,  
please thank them for supporting our parish. 

Pray  
for  

Peace 

Barbara  
Bocek 

DRE #02010473 

Brandon & 
Jessica Kramer 
DRE #01394280 & #02010513 

121 S. Glenoaks Blvd., Ste 1-A 
 

P. 747.301.3555 
 

info@silvercityhospice.com 
www.silvercityhospice.com 

 

Ph: 626.340.7259 Ph: 626.340.7259 ││ Fax: 626.226.5757 Fax: 626.226.5757  
elationhomehealth@gmail.comelationhomehealth@gmail.com  

 

We accept 

To Advertise here, call 

Mission PublicationsMission PublicationsMission Publications   
888888888---253253253---435843584358   

 

Theida Salazar 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Personal Injury • Criminal Defense • Civil Litigation 
O: (818) 433-7290  │  F: (818) 436-4009 

Salazarlawgroup.com          salazarlawgroup@gmail.com 

 818.848.0590 
ext. 2 

Skinmatrx.com 
IG@skinmatrx 

2301 W. Alameda Ave., Burbank 
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