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Romanian Catholic Diocese Synodal Path Summary 
Let us move our sails to catch The Holy Spirit’s wind. 

Fear not, little flock (Luke 12:32) 
 

 

Who are the people of the Romanian Catholic Church of Canton?   

Home to about 6,200 Romanian Byzantine Catholics, the Romanian Catholic Diocese (that's the 

official, civil name) or the Eparchy of St. George (that's the canonical name) represents the 

Romanian Byzantine Catholic Church (as known as “Greek-catholic”) in all the U.S.A. and 

Canada.  There are 20 communities: 11 parishes, 7 missions and 2 monasteries (one for men, one 

for women), within the eparchy. 

 

Gathering the Fruit 

Although not all communities were represented in this process, the ones that did participate had 

multiple individuals that took part in this Synodal process.  The participant year of birth ranged 

from 1927 to 1992 with an average representation of sixty-one years of age.  Most participants 

(86%) identified as a registered member of their local parish.   The survey utilized was provided 

in English and Romanian with Survey Monkey links, QR codes and paper hard copies.   

 

My top three dreams for our mission/church are…  

The future with growth to include younger individuals and families was a theme.  One person 

characterized this as looking to see if there were more baptisms than funerals. Our smallness is 

seen as a strength that allows us to care for one another and to “journey together” through our 

friendships and fellowship.  There is a deep desire to do what God wants for our church. One 

answer that characterized several responses, “My dream for our church is that it becomes a place 



 

Romanian Catholic Diocese Canton 6.24.2022  Page 2 of 12 
 

where Jesus is extraordinarily encountered and boldly proclaimed. I dream Jesus is encountered 

mystically in the Divine Liturgy, powerfully in prayer, and personally in our Byzantine Catholic 

community. I dream that Christ is proclaimed in love and truth, in word and deed, through the 

teachings of the Magisterium, and most importantly, through how the clergy and parishioners 

imitate Jesus' love to each other and to the world. This is our Church's mission - that Jesus be 

encountered and proclaimed so His Kingdom may increase through union with Him both now and 

in Paradise.”   

 

Another aspiration is to pass on traditions of our Romanian ancestors. “My grandparents were 

among the earliest members […], having left the oppression of the Austro-Hungarian empire.”  

Some parishes have cultural events at their church allowing many individuals to see and experience 

Romanian cultural and religious ceremonies and traditions. Respondents want to build a place for 

the celebration of the liturgy, so that they can grow in their faith.  In 2019, seven Martyred 

Romanian Bishops were beatified in Blaj, Romania, by Pope Francis (Appendix A).  According to 

Pope Francis, “The martyred bishops left a ‹spiritual patrimony› for future generations 

demonstrated by their ‹exemplary faith and love for their people›.”  

 

Although there were some concerns expressed under this section, they will be included under the 

next section, “My top three concerns for my mission/church”.   Areas that individuals asked for 

more support included preventative efforts to keep families/couples together, more sharing about 

vocations within the church, preaching more about the basic teachings of our faith and preaching 

from Gospels along with adult formation which would inspire people to live our Christian faith.  

A desire to welcome diverse individuals into our communities including homosexual, LGBTQ, 
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divorced, etc. was articulated.  One person stated, “Teach that the Church has, and always had, the 

healing and the grace through our Lord Jesus Christ to help humanity pick up and carry their cross 

in order to help them become Saints and to reach Heaven.” with another person sharing, “That we 

return to a faith in Christ and not in the worldly desire for religious and political ‹power›”!  “Go 

against the current tide of the culture that seeks to normalize sin, glorifies disorder and promotes 

death.”   

 

My top three concerns for my mission/church 

There is a need for reverence and understanding of the beauty of the Eucharist.   The Eucharist as 

the true focal point in the Church and seems to be the key to thriving parishes.  The very survival 

of our church especially during these difficult times is a concern.  Health and sustainability were 

identified as important for our church as well.  There are concerns about having enough people to 

sustain the work of the future along with concerns regarding financial needs.  There were several 

sharings about our aging parishioners with limited activity along with concerns about young 

parishioners understanding their upcoming role in the church.  There were suggestions about a 

need for further instruction and catechesis for all members along with more support for broken 

families. Individuals shared that priests need to provide more education through the homily even 

on the more difficult issues such as homosexuality, disrespect of family and life, abortion, etc. with 

a need to preach solutions from the pulpit and to provide more solid, holy spiritual directors for 

the people.  There are concerns about losing so many souls to the “issues” of our culture.  

Additionally, some participants felt there was a need for stronger leadership within the church with 

an emphasis by the Eparchy on being Catholic rather than being Romanian.  One person shared, 

“…the Church and her mission are twofold. First, I am concerned about how the Church will stand 
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firm in the truth of Jesus' teachings and courageously proclaim the Gospel to the secular culture in 

which we live.”  There was an overarching question: “Why is Jesus relevant today?”  and how 

does the Church plan to form joyful, missionary disciples and help people encounter Jesus, grow 

in discipleship, and witness Christ's love to the world?   

 

There are concerns about the need for doctrinal truths that were once (and still are) paramount for 

one's salvation along with concerns for the “things that perish and are fleeting rather than the 

concerns of souls.” A desire to move from a worldly culture to a Catholic culture. Finally, the 

Eucharist is needed to be restored and then will revitalize the Church by beginning to “heal itself 

from the inside and become holy witnesses to confused Catholics and a culture gone mad.”  

COVID was mentioned several times regarding the need to “reengage those who fell away during 

the initial Covid lockdown”.  Other concerns mentioned that individuals could not receive all the 

sacraments during that time and worry about the future of churches being closed once again with 

one person sharing that churches were not closed even during the black death/plague.  During the 

pandemic, there was a need to understand how to access sacraments and guidance on how to 

“continue our spiritual life without the supernatural aid of the church”.  

 

The Holy Spirit and Our Journey Together 

A central theme is a need for an emphasis on attending Divine Liturgy, receiving the Eucharist, 

confessing sins, traditional worship, prayer, living in Christian community with others, Bible 

education and true Catholic teachings including our Church Fathers and coming together in one 

mind/heart secure in the truths of the Church which will then result in the Holy Spirit blessing our 

church.  “I believe the Holy Spirit is inviting the universal Church to be on mission together.”  The 
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call is to make disciples of all nations by preaching and witnessing the Gospel to the world. 

“Through the Byzantine tradition, our church has a unique opportunity to help others profoundly 

encounter the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit through the mystical, ascetical, and liturgical aspects of 

our spiritual tradition.” 

 

There were concerns about being a synodal church and a current lack of “journeying together” in 

the Catholic Church as a whole.  One person stated, “Frankly, I’m embarrassed to say I don’t feel 

a strong ‹voice› of the Holy Spirit ‹calling me closer to the Church›”.  Additionally, it is hard to 

journey together when a significant part of the church does not even know about the Eastern Rites.  

Unique aspects of the Eastern Rites are important for the whole Catholic Church to experience 

such as a comment from a parishioner that “the icons and incense keep reminding me of the prayer, 

liturgy and the church throughout the week.”  Our Catholic Church is a rich and bountiful treasure 

that allows for diverse expressions of the faith, which is what makes it "universal"; there is truly 

something for everyone, and “one could spend a lifetime exploring its depths and never reach the 

end.”  

 

The divisions in the Church seem to parallel those of the secular world such as liberal/conservative 

and currently we are not all journeying together.  We need to educate ourselves in the Faith, show 

love and respect to fellow Christians. There is a need to unite with each other and the Holy Spirit 

to accomplish God’s desires for the church.  There may be examples in other non-Catholic 

churches to assist our journey together.  One person shared that they are encouraged by the Spirit's 

movement in themself and intend to encourage our parishioners on their journey.  In order to reflect 

Christ’s vision, a posture of openness and kindness is required for the Church to live on in a vital 
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and authentic way. One person shared, that we live in a “challenging world that cries out for 

renewed Christian energy and vision”. 

  

Listening 

We use many resources for listening such as Gospel readings, homilies, various media outlets, on-

line resources, etc.  Being available to talk and listen to others is crucial.  A realization is that the 

Holy Spirit can use “any voice” to share with us even people that are hardened against Christians.  

Our focus should be on loving God above all things, then loving our neighbors as ourselves.  “This 

means calling people to repentance rather than confirming them in their sins.”  We are all sinners 

in need of repentance.  “If the world hates you know that it hated Christ first.” 

 

Speaking Out 

Rejection, fear, lack of openness and indifference limit speaking out.  One person stated, “I have 

noticed three things that empower me to proclaim the Gospel.  These are the parish teaches and 

explains Church teaching lovingly, faithfully, and within the context of a personal relationship 

with Jesus, there is a focus on uniting and developing a parish community, and the parish 

community is focused on encountering Jesus, growing in discipleship, and witnessing Christ's love 

to each other and to the world.” A focus should be proclaiming the truth of the Gospel, not 

promoting worldliness nor “confirming others in their sin.” This allows us to be a joyful and 

missionary disciple.  Additionally, there was concern that in our current culture and climate we 

have trouble hearing or listening when we don’t agree with someone’s perspective.  There was a 

desire to make a space for even those who have left the church to speak.       
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Sharing Responsibility 

Participants felt there were many opportunities when a Christian community is united, such as 

social groups, councils, learning Church teachings in a loving, faithful manner and “within the 

context of a personal relationship with Jesus, to proclaim the Gospel, and the community is focused 

on Jesus, discipleship and Christ’s love, but sometimes there was the fear of the unknown, 

rejection/inability to hear others, secular ideologies leading to suppression of truth, historical 

inability to receptivity of input or indifference that prevent them from sharing.  “I am enabled to 

speak the truth in the Church and in the culture when I hear the truth being proclaimed in the parish 

and lived by the priest and parish community.”   

 

One individual shared that they felt as if filling out this survey is a waste of their time, but the Holy 

Spirit moved them to complete it. Additionally, it was shared that there is an inauthenticity when 

requests are made for input.  There were concerns that even these Synods seem to “operate under 

the facade of a listening environment, yet the agenda and its outcomes are already premeditated.”   

 

Discerning and Deciding 

Parish council and other church organizations provide an opportunity to engage in decision 

making, listening and speaking.  The church invites all to participate; it is a choice that the 

individual must take to participate. Council and committees are where major decisions are made. 

All are invited and welcomed but very few, even committee members attend meetings.  Decision 

making is not a communal thing. Those few parishioners, who are in a position of “authority” in 

the Church, make decision and then suggest they were made by all. 
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“Our church has many council meetings and coffee hours where discussions happen, and the 

priests are always present and attentive. Our parish holds Parish Council meetings, which all 

parishioners are always invited to attend. I think it is good to listen to all members of the parish 

community - rich and poor, young and old, etc.” A concern was shared that a few domineering lay 

personalities should not be controlling all parish decisions at meetings.   

 

There is a need for the Church to teach the necessity of performing their “Christian duty” such as 

attending Liturgy regularly.  One person shared, “so how does the Church expect to help anyone 

when the vast majority has grown lukewarm and indifferent?”   

 

Celebration 

Our liturgy welcomes all and we are able to celebrate “that our Good Lord deigns to make Himself 

present to us in the Eucharist this is the greatest and most precious thing we celebrate.”  This allows 

us to better encounter, follow and grow in union with Jesus, support our inner spiritual life growth, 

be inspired and develop virtues.   

 

Homilies assist in relating to everyday life and decisions.  The liturgy “gives me the grace/strength 

I need to be the best version of myself. Listening to the Liturgy always helps me remember my 

failings in trying to ‹Live a Life of Christ›.  Listening to the word of God while engaging sight, 

sense and smell, invites even those outside our Church to observe and participate.  Other services 

such as our memorial services really can be helpful for even those that do not regularly attend the 

church.  These prayers and liturgical celebrations are the ‹center of life›.   
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The celebration was described as “allowing our daily life to follow the ‹rhythm› of the church year, 

keeping liturgical songs in ‹my head all week to remind me to be more Christlike.” and 

“profoundly experiencing the Lord during the celebration of the Sunday Liturgy.”  “The Divine 

Liturgy is a profound source of solace and inspiration for me.”   

 

There is a feeling that our churches are very inviting along with a strong feeling of gratitude for 

our churches.  There are activities such as the Sunday coffee hour after Liturgy which is very 

inviting and enjoyable. There were some concerns about low attendance and the steps put in place 

for COVID and the inability to attend liturgy made life harder.     

 

There is a feeling of us being ethnically diverse with quite the ethnically diverse crowd, lots of 

young people/families and many disabled folks, “so I guess we ought to keep on trucking.”  

Additionally, the bible and saint’s examples are filled with stories of the marginalized and 

disabled.   

 

Conclusion  

We believe this is an opportunity to move closer too, understand more and deepen our relationship 

and the experience of The Holy Spirit individually and within our community.  There is value seen 

within our small little communities and a desire to have more individuals partake of the beauty of 

our liturgies and other holy ceremonies.  Survey participants were asked for any need or assistance 

with their relationship with the Holy Spirit and the most requested Holy Spirit topics include how 

to foster inspirations from the Holy Spirit; how to know if an inspiration comes from the Holy 

Spirit; and general education on the Holy Spirit. (Appendix B).  The other question was about 
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issues that we need to pay more attention to.  Most participants believed we should focus on the 

issues of spiritual poverty, a culture of peace/war, gender/homosexuality, racism and religious 

discrimination. (Appendix C). 

    

We believe this Synod on Synodality is a wonderful gift for our Eparchy.  We look forward to 

learning how to listen more fully, understand and incorporate the Holy Spirit opportunities into 

our Eparchy, parish and lives.   

 

Thank you for this occasion to share from our “little flock”.  We ask the Holy Spirit to energize 

each person that reads this to do the work that God has for them and that the fire of God’s love and 

peace be ignited within the spiritual “DNA” of each member of our Eparchy.  In the Name of the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.    
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Appendix A  

 

Romanian Martyred Bishops:   Pope Francis blesses an icon of the seven martyred bishops of the 

Eastern-rite Romanian Catholic Church during their beatification in Blaj, Romania on June 2, 

2019.   

 

 

Link for Catholic News Service:   

https://grandinmedia.ca/martyred-romanian-bishops-fought-communist-regime/ 
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Appendix B

 

 

Appendix C 

 

What Particular Issues in the Church and 
Society Do We Need to Pay More Attention
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*Others; immigra&on, role of women in church,
economic poverty, climate change/care of earth,
homelessness, crime, educa&on, What God
wants/back to basics, Proclaim Christ, Why Jesus is
relevant, help others to encounter Jesus, Create true
invita&on, expel here&cs/predators from church.


