
MISSION STATEMENT: We, the Parish Family of St. Joachim & St. Joseph, of the 
Archdiocese of St. Louis, are a people with a heritage of faith. Encouraged by the 

Tradition of Christian hospitality, caring, and love towards neighbor, we are committed 
to continue to support each other on our pilgrim journey to the Father. In response to 

God’s Word, we strive through a sacramental life to bring all to a fuller understanding 
of God’s love by praying, teaching, and by witnessing to Christ, in the service of one 

another. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY 
 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #5936 

                        MEN'S MEETING NIGHT: 2nd Wed. of month @ 7 pm          
                        LADIES AUXILIARY: 3rd Wed. of month @ 6:30 pm 
                       CHICKEN & BEEF DINNERS:  1st Sunday of the    
                       month. Serving from 10:30 am to 2:00 pm 
Grand Knight: Carl “CJ” Boyer 
Ladies Auxiliary President: Tanya Kincaid 
Visit our Facebook page @ Old Mines Knights of Columbus  
Council 5936V 

 

 

 

 
   
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                                          
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 

 
 
                                                         ST. JOACHIM CATHOLIC CHURCH             

         10120 Crest Rd 
         Old Mines, Mo. 63630 

 
 
 

    
          
 
         ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH 
         TIFF, MO  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAFF  
Rev. Anthony A. Dattilo, Pastor  
Carmen Litton, Principal 
Joyce Politte, RCIA Coordinator 
Melissa Tindall, PSR Coordinator 
Angie Mitchell, Parish Business Manager 
Emmylu Foster, Parish Secretary 
Dana Boyd, School Secretary 
Carolyn Politte, Parish Council President  
Office Hours / Telephone Numbers 
Office: 438-6181 / FAX 438-3685 
Office Hours: 7:00 am – 3:00 pm (M-F) 
Rectory: 436-0580 
School: 438-3973 / FAX 438-3161 
Rural Parish Workers: 636-586-5171 
Carolyn Politte, Parish Council President: 573-438-2564 
Francis Pashia, St. Vincent de Paul President: 210-4150 
SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
Saturday evening at 4:00 pm & 6:30 pm at Tiff 
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
8:00 am – Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri.  
8:15 am – Tuesday - Perpetual Help Devotions 
& Rosary at 7:45 am  
CONFESSIONS: Saturday at 3:00-3:45 pm or 
by appointment. 
FOOD DRIVE of non-perishable foods for the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry on the 
1st Sunday of each month. Please bring your items 
and put in the box by the side door of the Church. 
Meeting is the last Monday of the month. THANK YOU! 
E-Mail & Web Sites: 
Parish – stjoachimparish@hotmail.com 
School – stjoachimschool@yahoo.com 
Parish Web Site – http://stjoachim.org  
School Web Site – http://stjoachimschool.com 
Rural Parish Workers Web Site – http://rpwck.org 
ruralparishworkers@gmail.com 
 
 
 

3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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CLEANERS -December 18th Weekend  
4:00 pm- Volunteers Needed 
6:30 pm (Tiff)-Volunteers Needed 
8:00 am- Jr. & Vicki Johnston 
10:00 am- Mark Bequette & Volunteer 
If there is no one to clean after a Mass you are 
attending, please volunteer. With Covid spreading 
again we really need the pews sanitized. 
 

December 11: Third Sunday of Advent – Gaudete 
Sunday Dynamic Catholic, Alive! – Gaudete Sunday 
Gaudete Sunday—Rejoice! But true joy comes by way 
of true repentance, as John the Baptist reminds us. 
The desire for holiness, the pursuit of genuine 
freedom from sin and death—these are the things that 
inspire us first to renounce evil and then to prepare a 
way for Christ to enter our hearts, minds, and souls to 
bring not only mercy, forgiveness, healing, 
consolation, and peace—but also the authentic 
Christian joy arising from redeeming grace. (CCC 523-
524, 719-720) 

THIS WEEKS READING- What can we see with eyes of 
faith? Isaiah saw a field of abundant flowers where 
others saw a parched desert. James saw an urgency to 
prepare for the coming of the Lord where others 
focused on its delay. John the Baptist could no longer 
see what he’d seen in the desert and needed Jesus to 
remind him of what his disciples were seeing all along: 
the poor fed, the dead raised, the deaf hearing, and 
yes, the blind seeing. With eyes of faith, we see past 
the bleak onset of winter. We see the coming of the 
Lord on the horizon. 
QUESTION OF THE DAY- Have others recognized 
Christ’s presence in me? What can I do during Advent 
and Christmas to witness to Christ’s presence in the 
world? 
 

THE MORE YOU KNOW 
When you think of real heroes and heroines, you have 
to put a teenager named Mary at the top of the list. 
When this young virgin said she was willing to bear 
Jesus, she knew what it meant. She was engaged; her 
husband-to-be would think she was unfaithful. 
Everyone, even her parents, would think she’d had sex 
before marriage. It took a tremendous amount of 
courage to say, “I am the Lord’s servant.” There are still 
teenage heroes around. They’re the ones who say no 
even when they’re laughed at and called prudes. They’re 
the ones who resist all the pressures to do wrong and 
instead echo Mary’s words: “I am the Lord’s servant” 
and choose to do God’s will. 
 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
(Luke 1:26-38) In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a 
man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, 
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with 
you.” 
 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered 
what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 
God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you 
are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 
throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
 
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a 
virgin?’ 
 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So 
the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in 
her old age, and she who was said to be unable to 
conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from God will 
ever fail.” 
 
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your 
word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 

December 11th -Word of Life 

“O St. Bakhita, assist all those who are trapped in a 
state of slavery; Intercede with God on their behalf so 
that they will be released from their chains of captivity.  
Those whom man enslaves, let God set free.” 
USCCB, “Prayer to St. Josephine Bakhita” 

CHRISTMAS POINTSETTIAS 
 

Anyone who would like to order a poinsettia in memory 
of a loved one, we are now taking orders.  
The price of the poinsettias is $12. 

 

Christmas Masses 
St. Joachim Masses: 
December 24th (Christmas Eve) at 4 pm & 11 pm 
December 25th (Christmas day) at 8 am & 10 am 
St. Joseph (Tiff): 
December 24th (Christmas Eve) at 6:30 pm 
 
 
 

 

ALL THINGS NEW 
 

 Many thanks for all who attended the listening 
sessions. We had a 130+ attendees. This reflected very 
positively on St Joachim. Many thanks to Dana Boyd, 
Tracy Farrell, Jennifer Hopkins and Carolyn Politte for 
all of their help in making these two nights a success. 
  
One of the last chances we have to positively influence 
the process is through the final survey. ANYONE can 
submit a survey. Please pick up an ALL THINGS NEW 
handout at the church exits. More information about 
the surveys can be found in the handout.  Deadline for 
the surveys is December 31st. 
  
Yours in Jesus Christ, 
J Chris Farrell 
 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 11th, 2022 
 
MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday- December 12th                       
8:00 am- Kevin Thebeau 
Tuesday- December 13th                   
8:15 am- Paul Boyer 
Wednesday- December 14th                     
8:00 am- Burgess, Christine, Teena, & Kathy 
Thursday – December 15th                     
8:00 am- Austin Pratt 
Friday- December 16th                       
8:00 am- Roger F. Portell 
Saturday- December 17th                          
4:00 pm- Rose Ann Richards & Leon Joseph Coleman 
6:30 pm (Tiff)- Rogers Family Members to Serve God with 
Love & Service 
Sunday- December 18th                   
8:00 am- Parish Family 
10:00 am- Juanita Laramore 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: January 6th: 9 am-1:15pm. 
If you are able to spend some time with the Blessed 
Sacrament, please contact Faye Merseal to volunteer. 
 
NURSING HOME-First Friday of the month at 10 am with 
Mass Intentions for Deceased Priest. 
 
LITURGICAL APPOINTMENTS FOR December 18th, 2022: 
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER OF HOLY COMMUNION: 
(Prior to Mass starting, check with Fr. Tony to see if there is a 
priest or Deacon assisting him with Communion) 
4:00 pm-Deacon Ed, Faye Merseal, & Debbie Phipps 
6:30 pm (Tiff)- Rae Govero & Volunteer 
8:00 am- Robert Ross, Cody Ross, & John Z. Coleman 
10:00 am- Al & Ima Veach, Monica Pratt 
 
LECTORS 
4:00 pm- Vicki Thurmond 
6:30 pm (Tiff)- Juanita Daugherty 
8:00 am- Becky Johnston 
10:00 am- Neva Calvert 
 
OFFERTORY:   
4:00 pm- Mary Boyer & Volunteer 
6:30 pm (Tiff)- Volunteers Needed 
8:00 am- Laura Busken Family 
10:00 am- Rita Kamper & Jane Lawson 
 
SERVERS:  
4:00 pm- Bailey Luther 
6:30 pm (Tiff)- Volunteers needed 
8:00 am- Volunteers needed 
10:00 am- Volunteers needed 

 
 
 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR WEEKEND OF December 4th, 2022: 
# of Contributors: St. Joachim- 65 St. Joseph- 5 
ST JOACHIM    ST. JOSEPH  
Loose: $327.00                                            Loose:  $10.00                 
Adults: $3,528.00                                       Adults: $165.00                                                
On-Line Giving:$2,340.00 
Online Tuition: $0.00 
TOTALS: $6,195.00                                 TOTALS $175.00                                  
RESTRICTED FUNDS:                                             
Maintenance: $23.00                            $0.00  
St. Vincent de Paul: $239.00             $50.00   
Fuel Offering: $25.00              $0.00 
Seminary: $22.00              $0.00 
Christmas Collection: $35.00             $0.00 
 
December 11, 2022 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
“You too must be patient.  Make you hearts firm, because 
the coming of the Lord is at hand.” JAMES 5:8 
Patience is another one of those things many of us struggle 
with. We want things to go according to our plan and our 
schedule; we like things to be convenient. Any change 
brings anxiety and fear. Through daily prayer God reveals 
to us what He wants us to do with the gifts He has given 
us. We are able to better align ourselves with God’s will 
and His plan, which is far better than anything we can 
come up with on our own.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MONEY COUNTERS: 
Monday December 12th- Nancy Peyton & Tracy Farrell 
Monday December 19th- Monica Pratt & Diane Ingrum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UPCOMING MEETINGS AND IMPORTANT  
CALENDAR DATES: 

Dec. 14th- La Guillone’e classes at 6:30 pm in the IWC. 
Dec. 15th- Volunteer Luncheon from 11 am- 1 pm. 
Dec. 16th- Christmas Concert in the School Cafeteria at 
6:30 pm. 
Dec. 20th- Men’s group Christmas Party in the IWC at 
6pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS:  
NEXT CHICKEN & BEEF DINNER February 5th- Serving is 
from 10:30 am-2 pm or until they run out! Drive 
through only. Your support is appreciated! 
KC Men’s Mtg- December 14th - 7 pm 
KC Ladies Mtg.- December 14th- 6:30 pm 
New Year’s Eve Party December 31st- Doors open at 
6pm. “The Outsiders” will be playing from 8:30pm- 
12:30am. Cost is $25 per person or $40 a couple. The 
cost includes party favors, bouillon euchre decks on all 
the tables, champagne, and music. Bring your own 
snacks. We will have beer and mixed drink as well. 
 
 
 

“Your Future Begins With Us” 
News from St. Joachim School 
Mission Statement 
The mission of St. Joachim Catholic School is to assist 
the parents and parish community in the shared 
responsibility of providing an excellent religious and 
academic education that is alive in Christ for the 
children of Washington County. 
 
FROM THE DESK OF MRS. LITTON... 
Happy December from the staff and students at St. 
Joachim School.  
 
Our students are preparing during the Advent Season 
by collecting can goods, participating in play practice, 
and doing activities.   
 
Christmas Concert will be Friday, Dec 16th, at 6:30  pm 
in the school cafeteria.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend.   
 
End of the semester is Dec. 20th and students will 
attend 8:00 am Mass that morning, then have 
breakfast in the school cafeteria with Santa. The 
holiday vacation runs from Dec 20th and students 
will return Tuesday, January 3rd.  
 
The school's Euchre Tournament is scheduled for 
Saturday, January 7th at 5:00 pm. 
 
We wish the parishioners a wonderful December as 
we wait for the coming of our Lord, on Dec. 25th.  
 
God Bless,  
 
Carmen Litton, Principal 
 
 
 
 

Parish School of Religion News 
Serve Him with Joy and Gladness 
Parish School of Religion Mission Statement 
With the help of Jesus Christ, the Master teacher and the 
power of the Holy Spirit, the mission of St. Joachim/St. 
Joseph PSR is to assist and support the parents in faith 
formation, spiritual development, and the 
transformation of their children to become full, active 
and participating Catholics and Missionary Disciples. 
 
Hello PSR Families! 
Students will be having a sock drive for the 
holidays.  Please bring a new, unused pair of socks to 
add to the basket on December 21st.  All proceeds will 
go to our local nursing homes to benefit those in 
need.  Thank you! 
 
~ Mrs. Tindall 
 stjoachimpsrcoordinator@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2023 Pro-life trip 
NEW this year! There are no age restrictions; Individuals 
younger than 7th grade do require a parent/guardian to 
accompany them on the trip. 
When: January 18th -22nd  
Cost: $375 (covers: hotel and transportation) 
4/room. $100 deposit due by Oct. 15th. Deposit is 
refundable unless expenses have been incurred based 
upon registration. 
Questions: Barb Bequette (636-542-1413 or 
barbara.bequette@health.slu.edu). 
 
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO DONATED A 
CHRISTMAS TREE FOR THE DINNER. 
 
Upcoming Fundraisers and Events: 
*Christmas for Life Dinner: December 11th 

* Rada Fundraiser is all year round  
https://radafundraising.com?rfsn=6133712.905348a 
*Each year the Knights of Columbus & St. Anne’s  have 
been very supportive and have generously donated 
funds to help offset the cost of the Pro-Life Trip. 
Volunteers are needed for the Chicken Fry Dinners at 
the KC Hall or any event put on by the St. Anne’s 
Sodality.  

STORY OF FAITH IN OUR COMMUNTIY 
IF YOU HAVE A STORY OF FAITH FOR THE BULLETIN 
PLEASE EMAIL OUR OFFICE AT 
stjoachimparish@hotmail.com 

RCIA INFORMATION 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming 
Catholic, being fully initiated (needs the sacraments of 
Eucharist and Confirmation) or just needs the sacrament 
of Confirmation, call the parish office at 573-438-6181 or 
Joyce Politte at 636-328-1343 
 
  
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER LUNCHEON 
We appreciate everyone in our Parish that volunteers 
their time. There will be a volunteer luncheon 
December 15th from 11 am- 1 pm in the Incarnate 
Word Center. All volunteers are welcome! 

The Two Parts of Advent  
 

Part 1: up until December 16TH While most liturgical 
seasons have the gospel as their main focus, during the 
first weeks of Advent, the Church gives us daily readings 
from the prophet Isaiah. With the eyes of faith, these 
foretell the coming of the Messiah. Rather than a 
continuous gospel narrative familiar to us for most of the 
year, this part of Advent offers a wide variety of gospel 
readings that support the first reading of the day. After 
almost two weeks of Isaiah readings, we hear the 
foretelling of a Messiah from other prophets from the 
Hebrew scriptures - in Sirach, Numbers, Zephaniah and 
returning to Isaiah. With each passing week, the 
prophets speak more clearly of the coming of a Savior. 
So, in reading the first reading, for the first part of 
Advent, we listen to the anticipation, expectation, hope 
and promise. In listening to the second reading, we listen 
for the fulfillment or connection with the gospel.  
 
Part 2: December 17TH – 24TH In these last eight days 
before Christmas, the relationship between the readings 
changes. Now the gospel brings us to our celebration of 
Christmas. The gospels are taken from the infancy 
narratives of Matthew and Luke. Each of these days, the 
first reading is taken from the Hebrew scriptures, and 
chosen to match the gospel. In many cases we can 
imagine Matthew or Luke having the first reading open 
on their desks while they wrote the gospel. So, we can 
read the gospel first and then read the first reading. The 
sense of anticipation and fulfillment builds as we read 
the story of the preparation for Jesus' first coming into 
this world for us. 

QUILT RAFFLE FOR PRO-LIFE 
Mrs. Monica Pratt has made a beautiful quilt for the 
Pro-Life group to raffle off. Tickets are $2 each or $10 
for 6 tickets. You can pick up tickets at the Parish 
Office or in Church. They will need to be turned into 
the Parish office. Drawing is scheduled for December 
11th at the Christmas for Life Dinner. Tickets sales must 
reach $250 prior to drawing. 

 

 

St John Paul II Men’s Group 
There will be no Sunday meeting for 

December.  Instead there will be a Christmas party for 
men and their spouses at the Incarnate Word Center 
on Tuesday evening, December 20th at 6 pm.   Please 
contact Tom Haynes or Chris Farrell for more details. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

That as we continue with the All Things New pastoral 
planning initiative, our holy shepherds and leaders in the 
Church may prolong in our midst the role of John the 
Baptist, preparing the way of the Lord in our hearts by 
their preaching and the witness of their lives, let us pray 
to the Lord…. 
As we continue with the All Things New pastoral planning 
initiative, that the Holy Spirit will animate the Church in 
St. Louis and inspire joy in the hearts of the faithful 
which they will share with others, let us pray to the 
Lord…. 
That as we continue with the All Things New pastoral 
planning 
initiative, may we all have ears to hear and eyes to see 
the glory the Lord has for each of us, let us pray to the 
Lord…. 
 
 
 

Please Pray 
Please add Tim Daugherty to your prayer list. 
Please pray for the reposed soul of Deacon Steve 
Politte. 
 

mailto:stjoachimpsrcoordinator@gmail.com
mailto:barbara.bequette@health.slu.edu
https://radafundraising.com/?rfsn=6133712.905348a
https://www.pngall.com/calendar-png/download/15227
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


SUNDAY REFLECTION 
 

What Messiah are we making a way for this Advent Season? Is it one who only fits our limited expectations or the Savior 
of the World who fulfills the hopes of all peoples? 

 
The question that John’s disciples pose to Jesus in today’s gospel  is curious. How can he be unsure whether Jesus is the 
“One Who is to Come”? Didn’t he see the heavens parted and the Spirit of God come down upon Jesus at his baptism? 

Didn’t he point out Jesus as the “Lamb of God who came to take away the sins of the world”? What has changed that he 
now seems to doubt who Jesus is? 

  
Though we cannot know for sure, many speculate that John, like many Israelites, was expecting a Messiah who would 

conquer all of Israel’s enemies. In particular, it seems that John the Baptist was expecting that the One to come after him 
would exact punishment on all evil doers. As we heard in last week’s gospel, he warned the Pharisees about “the wrath to 

come.” He prophesied that, “Every tree that is not fruitful will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
  

It could be that John, from his prison cell, heard that, instead of punishing sinners, Jesus was welcoming them and eating 
with them. Maybe Jesus was not the type of Messiah John was expecting, and so he wondered whether he should wait for 

someone else. 
  

In his usual way, Jesus didn’t answer John directly. Instead, He quoted from the prophet Isaiah that the blind were 
regaining their sight, the deaf their hearing, and the lame were walking. In effect, He was telling John that he had come not 

to condemn the world but to save it. Like the rest of the people, John now had to make a decision. Could he believe in a 
Messiah who offered forgiveness to sinners and treated them mercifully? Or was he so attached to his ideas of what a 

Messiah should be that he could not accept Jesus? 
  

God is always greater than our puny ideas about Him. If we are to find Him it is not going to be in the places where we feel 
most comfortable. Rather we will have to reach out to people we normally would not associate with in neighborhoods we 

would not normally visit. When he walked the earth, Jesus was found among the blind, the poor, the lame, and other 
outcasts. Today, He can be found among prisoners, drug users, migrants, and others who are at the bottom of the social 

ladder. Unless we are willing to go out of our comfort zones and to reach out to those we would otherwise ignore, we will 
miss out on all the graces that God is offering us. 

  
This Advent season we celebrate a God who is close to us. Too often we lose sight of Him because of our rigid ideas and 
narrow expectations. Today we are being called to broaden our vision and raise our eyes to a God who is always greater 

than we can hope for or imagine. Though He is the One we have been waiting for, He has too often passed us by because 
we were looking the wrong way. Like John the Baptist we are being challenged to look for our Heavenly Father in the 

people, places, and situations we would otherwise run from. If through His grace we can find the courage to do so, then His 
coming among us will not be a nice thought or fanciful wish but a reality in our hearts, in our homes and in our world. 

  
— Douglas Sousa, S.T.L. 

 

TAX STATEMENTS 
TAX SEASON IS COMING PLEASE MAKE SURE WE 
HAVE THE CORRECT ADDRESS TO GUARANTEE YOU 
GET YOUR STATEMENT. 

Christmas Country Church Tour Announcement 
The National Shrine of Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal (Saint Mary’s of the Barrens Church) in 
Perryville, Missouri, will again be participating in the 
Christmas Country Church Tour along with 36 other 
churches and chapels. The tour will take place 
December 15 and 16, from 2:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. All of 
the participating churches welcome visitors to view 
their Christmas decorations and to spend a few 
moments in silent prayer during the Advent season. 
Here at the Shrine, a tree will be decorated with 
prayer petitions from local students. There will be live 
music both nights. Light refreshments will be served in 
the Visitor Center, where unique Christmas items 
including nativity sets will be on display. If you have 
any questions, please call the Association of the 
Miraculous Medal at 1-800-264-6279 or visit our 
website at www.amm.org. We look forward to your 
visit. 
 
 

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
Contribution envelopes will be in the front of Church 
by the double doors on a white table. Please confirm 
that the address on the envelope box is correct. If you 
don’t have  contribution envelopes and would like 
some, please contact the Parish Office at 573-438-
6181. 
 
All envelopes need to be picked up by the end of 
January. Any envelopes not claimed will be brought 
back to the office. 

Hidden Message Answer 
“There are no galley slaves in the royal vessel of divine 
love---every man works his oar voluntarily.” 
 
--St. Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva and Doctor of 
the Church. 

When Using Holy Water 
By this holy water and by Your Precious Blood, wash away all my sins, O Lord. 
 
St. Theresa of Avila on holy water: "From long experience I have learned that there is nothing like holy water to put devils 
to flight and prevent them from coming back again. They also flee from the cross, but return; so holy water must have 
great value." 
 
Holy water is a means of spiritual wealth -- a sacramental that remits venial sin. The Church strongly urges its use, 
especially when dangers threaten. The devil hates holy water because of its power over him. He cannot long abide in a 
place or near a person that is often sprinkled with this blessed water. 
 

                      Wreaths Across America Day 
 

The La Brigade a Renault Organization and the Old Mines 
Area Historical Society would like to invite everyone to 
join us on Saturday December 17, at 11:00am to 
celebrate Wreaths Across America Day. We are very 
pleased to announce we have reached our goal to be 
able to provide a wreath on every veteran’s grave in the 
three cemeteries.    
 
There will be a number of individuals involved in the 
opening ceremony and working thru the cemetery 
distributing wreaths.  The cemetery will be closed to 
automobile traffic from 10:30am until the wreaths are 
distributed.  Parking will be available along the cemetery 
road with some handicap parking just outside the wall.  
We will also have the ball field open for parking along 
the west side of the cemetery along the cedar trees. 
 
The morning will start with a ceremony at 11:00am in 
the new cemetery(#3) by the statues.   The program will 
include a tribute to all veterans, an Honor Guard and 
recognition of the US Military Branches of Service.  This 
will be followed by the laying of the wreaths on each 
grave.  As the wreath is placed on the grave, the 
presenter will say aloud the veterans name, read his 
rank and military information if available and pause a 
moment to remember the life and sacrifice of the 
veteran.   
 
We will have several groups distributing wreaths in the 
new cemetery(#3) and have separate groups proceed to 
the two other cemeteries at the conclusion of the 
ceremony. Everyone is welcome to join us and we would 
appreciate assistance with the distributing of wreaths..   
  
If you are available, we ask that you please join us and 
help us remember the veterans who have served our 
country.  
 
 

GIVING TREE 
If you take an ornament off the giving tree, please 
return the items wrapped with the giving tree 
ornament attached. There will be a box/tub to return 
your gifts to. Everything needs to be returned the 
weekend of December 17th & 18th. Thank you to all 
who give. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121122.cfm
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5858
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1327
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5858
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5858
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3815
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5858
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9193
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