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St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday, 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

 

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Lect. 108 – Year C) 
Jesus really does not want to get into the business of settling disputes between siblings.  Two Sundays ago, we 

heard Martha ask Jesus to tell her sister to share in the work of serving him.  Today we hear someone ask him to tell 
his brother to share the family inheritance.  Either time Jesus could have asked the siblings to share equally.  But 
neither time does Jesus take the bait.  His goal is not to determine fairness – remember, he told the parable of the 
prodigal sone, who received much more than what was “fair” – but to reorient our perspective as to what truly is 
important in life.  What good is it to have half of an inheritance if your life ends before you can spend even a penny?  
The person who spends all their time and energy fighting for more wealth, be it an inheritance or a bountiful, harvest 
is misguided.  This is not what’s important and accomplishments – are vanity.  “All things are vanity!” (Ecclesiastes 
1:2).  To find what really matters it helps to recall last Sunday’s Gospel when Jesus taught his disciples to pray. He 
taught them to make holy God’s name, to pray for God’s kingdom, to do God’s will, and to forgive others.  This is 
where our true treasure is found.  When do you lose sight of what’s important and try to store up earthly riches?  
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BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 

Saturday, July 30  – 4:00pm      
Jay & Mary Grechus R.I.P. by their Family  

Sunday, July 31  – 10:30am  Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time  
For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased 

Monday, August 1 – 8:00am   

SAINT ALPHONSUS LIGUORI  At the age of 16 he received university degrees in both civil and church law.  

After becoming a priest, he founded the Redemptorists dedicated to preaching parish retreats.  In his writings he 

was opposed to the strict legalism of his time and emphasized moderation and gentleness.  Died in 1787.  The 

Patron Saint of Moral Theologians and Confessors.  
Communion Service  

Tuesday, August 2  – 8:00am   

SAINT EUSEBIUS  He was a bishop who supported Saint Athanasius the leading opponent of Arianism.  Arianism 

was a popular heresy of the early 4th century which taught that Christ is not truly divine but a created being, finite 

and inferior to God.  This undermined the concept of Redemption since only one who is truly God would have the 

power to reconcile humanity to himself.  The Emperor Constantius II favored the Arians and caused their opponents 

to suffer greatly.  Eusebius died in 371.  
Olivia Bell by Anita Parker 

Wednesday, August 3 

Wednesday evening Mass is on summer break until Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study resumes.  

Thursday, August 4  – 8:00am  

SAINT JOHN VIANNEY  Often known as the “Cure of Ars”.  He had great difficulties with his seminary studies 

but was eventually ordained a priest and sent as pastor (the curate) to the little village of Ars.  It was there he 

became so famous as a Confessor with great spiritual insight that crowds of people flocked to go to Confession to 

him.  He would listen to Confessions from 11 to 16 hours a day on most days of the week.  He died in 1859.  
Dale Parker R.I.P. by Anita Parker  

Friday, August 5  – 8:00am    

ANNIVERSARY of the DEDICATION of the BASILICA of MARY MAJOR  Following the Council of Ephesus 

in 431, which approved speaking of Mary as the “Mother of God”, Pope Sixtus erected in Rome this magnificent 

church in Mary’s honor.  
Father Michael Jerome Gillgannon R.I.P.  

Saturday, August 6  – 4:00pm      
FEAST of the TRANSFIGURATION  Commemorating the vision seen by Peter, James and John when Moses and 

Elijah appear to confirm that Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah.  In 1457 this day was inserted into the Church 

calendar as an act of thanksgiving for the defeat of an Islamic army attempting to invade Europe.  
Mary Grechus R.I.P. by her Grandchildren  

Sunday, August 7  – 10:30am  Nineteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time  
For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased 

 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat.  July 30th      Gary Starke 

Bill Summerlin 

Mike Deamos Barbara Beck Howard Goring Lisa Kuecker Gary & Terie 

Starke 

Sun. July 31st  Nancy Spain  

Benny Spain  

Chris Kaiser Emily Rhoad Ben Mason 

Luke Iles 

Campbell 

Family 

Stephen & Kristin 

Vetter and Family 



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

 

Our Youth Group had a great time in Branson last 

weekend – a sincere thank you to Steve & Kristin Vetter 

for making the arrangements and all they do for the youth 

in our parish.  Thanks as well to all the volunteer 

chaperones.   

 
New Diocese Requirements for 2022-23 PSR teachers 

and substitutes.  We will be meeting after Sunday Mass 

August 14th to watch a short environment safety video 

that is now required on an annual basis.  Lunch will be 

provided.  Will be in the upstairs meeting room.  

 

 

COFFEE AND ROLLS 
Coffee and Rolls Get Together is happening right 

after Mass Sunday, August 14th.  Come join your 

parish family for this delicious event hosted by the Fun 

Committee.  

 

DIOCESAN DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE 

BLESSING OF FARM ANIMALS 
This Wednesday, August 3, Bishop Johnston will 

preside at the annual diocesan blessing of farm animals 

at Mary Immaculate Church in Gallatin – 409 South 

Main Street at 7:00pm in the evening.  Followed by an 

Ice Cream social.  Everyone invited. 

All people of the diocese are encouraged to pray 

for the safety of farmers, their families and all who 

work with livestock.  Jerusalem Farm, a Catholic 

Worker cooperative, at 520 Garfield in Kansas City 

will also do a blessing of farm animals on the same 

day- 7:00pm, August 3.  Everyone invited.   

   

BRUNCH THIS SUNDAY- JULY 31 
Everyone is invited to stay after Mass this Sunday 

for Brunch hosted by our Knights of Columbus.  There 

is no charge, but donations are invited.  The next 

Brunch will be October 30.  

From the Pastor’s Desk July 31st, 2022 

Dear Parishioners, 

     

The annual lunch hosted by the Higginsville 

Ministerial Fellowship for the teachers and staff of the 

local C-1 schools is coming up on Monday, August 15. 

This is to let them know that what they do is 

appreciated and that we are all praying for their success 

in the great work of Education.  

For this appreciation lunch, each church 

congregation is asked to provide two or three 

homemade desserts – a cake or a pie or cookies or 

brownies or whatever.  If you can bake and donate 

something for the event, please let me know. 

Then either bring it to church on the weekend of 

August 13-14 and I will transport it to the school for 

the lunch. Or if you prefer, deliver it to the high school 

cafeteria mid-morning the day of the luncheon.  

 

Usually for Catholics, August 15 is a Holy Day of 

Obligation but not this year.  It will still be the Feast of 

the Assumption of Mary into Heaven commemorating 

the end of Mary’s life on earth.  But because this year 

it happens to fall adjacent to a Sunday the bishops have 

given a dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass 

that day.  It will still be the Feast of the Assumption of 

Mary so for those who want to attend we will have 

Mass that morning at 8:00am.  

 

Peace and Blessings, Joy, and Love in the Lord! 

Father Tom Hawkins 

 

WANTED – CARE OF THE ENVIRONMENT 

COORDINATOR 
The diocesan coordinator of the Respect for Life 

and Human Rights Offices, Chelsea Voboril, is hopeful 

of finding people in parishes concerned about care of 

the environment and rural life ministry in order to 

develop a cohesive ‘Laudato Si’ action plan. 

“Laudato Si” is the encyclical letter by Pope 

Francis expressing his concerns about the future of 

planet earth and looming environmental disaster.  For 

many weeks we have been running sections of it in our 

Sunday Bulletin.  

If you are a parishioner interested in participating 

in such an effort (or even just learning about it) contact 

the pastor, Father Tom Hawkins.  

 

 

 

 



The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in 

the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual 

abuse: 1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18) and 2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or 

call 911, and 3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report 

suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, 

at 816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, 

employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City- St Joseph.  The Diocese has a 

sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse 

and their families. Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance 

Coordinator, at 816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 

FIVE LOCATIONS  
Every weekend our Sunday bulletin is set out at 

five separate locations:  the two corners of the two 

tables at the main entrance and in the wall rack at the 

east door.  We never completely run out of bulletins at 

all five locations but sometimes they will disappear 

from one spot.  When that happens, if you want a 

bulletin (and we hope you do) just look at another 

place and you are highly likely to find some. 

Also, the Greeters who offer bulletins to people as 

they arrive before they take their seat for Mass should 

make sure that there are bulletins left at all five 

locations.  Thank you.  

 

KNIGHTS MEET MONDAY 
This Monday is the first Monday of a new month, 

August 1.  So, our local council of Knights will be 

meeting in the Lower Meeting Room at 7:00pm . Enter 

by the west (small parking lot) door.   

The installation of Officers for the year is 

scheduled for September.  Now is the time to plan that.  

 

FIRST FRIDAY COMMUNION SERVICE AT 

MEYER CARE 
This coming Friday, August 5, a Communion 

Service for residents of Meyer Care and John Knox 

East is scheduled for 10am in the Gathering Room of 

Meyer Care.  Relatives and friends of residents are 

welcome to participate. This will depend on the 

COVID situation as determined by the Meyer Care 

administration.  

 

LOOSE CHANGE COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
If you happen to find any coins lying on the 

sidewalk this week, please pick them up and toss them 

into the Loose Change Collection at the end of Masses 

next weekend, August 6 & 7.  We do this the first 

weekend of every month as a reminder that every 

donation helps, and every donation makes a difference.       

 

 

 

NATURAL PLANNING AWARENESS  

WEEK – JULY 25-31 
The United States Council of Catholic Bishops 

promotes this week as a time to raise awareness of the 

use of natural methods for birth control – that is 

without drugs, chemicals or devices.  For more 

information go to www.usccb.org/topic/natura-family-

planing. Instruction in this method is also available 

locally through “Fertility Care”, their information 

leaflets are available in the wall racks at the church 

doors.   

ALTAR SOCIETY NOT MEETING TUESDAY 
The ladies of the Altar and Rosary Society are on 

Summer Break so there is no meeting this Tuesday (the 

first Tuesday of the month).  Meetings resume 

September 6.  All women of the parish are invited.   

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED MEALS ON WHEELS  

AUGUST 15-19 
The sign-up sheets to help deliver ‘Meals on 

Wheels’ are on the table behind the east side pews.  

This takes about 90 minutes, starting at 10:30am 

from the Higginsville Senior Center at Walnut and 21st 

Street.  People work in teams of two.  All help 

welcome. New volunteers will be partnered with 

another parish member.  First timers will be partnered 

with an experienced volunteer. Other weeks when we 

will be delivering are October 10-14 and December 5-

9. For more info call Terie Starke 660-424-0566.  

 

 

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

These situations have caused sister earth, along with all 

the abandoned of our world, to cry out, pleading that we take 

another course.  Never have we so hurt and mistreated our 

common home as we have in the last two hundred years.  

Yet we are called to be instruments of God our Father, so 

that our planet might be what he desired when he created it 

and correspond with his plan for peace, beauty and fullness.  

The problem is that we still lack the culture needed to 

confront this crisis.  We lack leadership capable of striking 

out on new paths and meeting the needs of the present with 

concern for all and without prejudice towards coming 

generations.  The establishment of a legal framework which 

can set clear boundaries and ensure the protection of 

ecosystems has become indispensable; otherwise, the new 

power structures based on the techno-economic paradigm 

may overwhelm not only our politics but also freedom and 

justice.  
Laudato Si #53 

http://www.usccb.org/topic/natura-family-planing
http://www.usccb.org/topic/natura-family-planing

