
September 4th, 2022 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday, 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Lect. 129 – Year C) 
 Today’s Gospel is a difficult one.  Hate your family. Give up all your belongings.  Carry your own cross.  Who 

would want to be a disciple?  Is this what Jesus really wants us to do?  The decision to make all these painful 
sacrifices seems outrageous.  But then, “Who can know God’s counsel, or who can conceive what the Lord intends?” 
(Wisdom 9:13).  Over two thousand years later, God’s will is no less inscrutable.  Jesus demands we leave our families 
and carry our crosses, but at another point he says his burden is light and from the cross he asks his beloved disciple 
and his mother to care for each other.  Perhaps the lesson here is that choosing to be a disciple is a transformational 
decision, a decision to live a whole different kind of life.  His disciples were willing to leave their homes, their families, 
their jobs, their belongings – their entire lives – because their new lives were now all they desired.  Discipleship 
doesn’t demand that you sacrifice what you want as much as it changes what you want.  Can you recall being so 
consumed by something that nothing else mattered? 
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BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 

Saturday, September 3  – 4:00pm      
SAINT GREGORY the GREAT  Pope from 590 to 604.  He is known for his reforms of the Liturgy and 

strengthening respect for church doctrine.  Credited with promoting music as part of Mass in the form of 

Gregorian Chant. Dealt with the invasion of Italy by the Lombards and wrote extensively on theological 

matters – such as the duties of bishops.  He is considered one of the four Great Doctors of the Church 

along with Ambrose, Augustine and Jerome.  

Missouri Farmers by Jeff & Lisa Kuecker  

Sunday, September 4  – 10:30am  Twenty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time  

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased 

Monday, September 5 – 8:00am  LABOR DAY 

Communion Service 

Tuesday, September 6  – 8:00am   

Dale Parker R.I.P by Anita Parker  

Wednesday, September 7 – 6:00pm  in the evening  

Kenneth Bell R.I.P. by Anita Parker  

Thursday, September 8  – 8:00am  

FEAST of the NATIVITY of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  Just like Christmas – the exact day on 

which Mary was born is not recorded in history.  This day is a celebration of the event of Mary’s birth.  

The date is chosen because it is nine months after the Feast of the Immaculate Conception which honors 

the start of the life of Mary when she is conceived by her parents but by a special grace of God without 

the Original Sin.  

In celebration of Mary’s birth for all members of Saint Mary’s Parish  

Friday, September 9  – 8:00am    

SAINT PETER CLAVER  A native of Spain, as a young Jesuit he came to the colonies of the New World 

as a missionary.  He was stationed in Cartagena a center for the importation of people kidnapped from 

Africa and sold as slaves at the rate of 10,000 a year.  Although Pope Paul III (1535-1549) had 

condemned the slave trade, it continued to flourish.  For 40 years Peter, who called himself ‘the slave of 

slaves’, brought to them food, medicine and clothing which he collected by begging.  Peter baptized up to 

300,000 of them forcing their masters to see them as fellow Christians and not just property.  He was 

seriously ill for the last four years of his life; dying in 1654.  

Martha Pollard R.I.P. by Ian Pollard  

Saturday, September 10  – 4:00pm      
For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased 

Sunday, September 11  – 10:30am  Twenty-Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time  

For the victims of the attacks of “9-11” and all the victims of the wars which followed 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat. Sept. 3 Lisa Kuecker 

Bill Wallpe 

Howard 

Goring 

Gary Starke Mike Deamos Lisa Kuecker Gary & Terie 

Starke 

Sun. Sept. 4 Nick Rankin 

Marty Bell 

Karen 

Schroeder 

Benny Spain Grayson & Liam 

Thompson 

Hazel Nuelle Benny & 

Nancy Spain 

Sat. Sept. 10 Bob Quarti 

Gary Starke 

Mike 

Deamos 

Terie Starke Bill Wallpe Sandy May Gail & Mike 

Deamos 

Sun. Sept. 11 Roger Rinne 

Chris Kaiser 

Nicky 

Bennett 

Rich Cole Ben Mason 

Luke Iles 

Roger Rinne Kalani & Nick 

Rankin  



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

 

 

Teachers!   Please complete all necessary 

information at virtus.org including the new state 

module required before classes get started up next 

weekend.    

 

PSR BEGINS SEPTEMBER 11th at 9am in 

the downstairs hall.  Parents are asked to stick 

around to receive the student handbooks and sign 

off on notification of our Parish’s Circle of Grace 

safety training program through the Diocese.  

 

 

W.E.A.F.S. RESUMES THIS WEDNESDAY SEPT 7 
The Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study group 

will resume meeting this Wednesday September 7.  

Everyone invited. 

Mass is available in the church at 6pm.  Supper at 

6:30pm in the Lower Meeting Room. Discussion 

begins at 7pm and concludes at 8pm. 

You don’t have to bring anything.  It doesn’t cost 

anything.  Just show up for whatever parts you want to 

take part in.  

We will be discussing C.S. Lewis’s book “The 

Last Battle”. 

 

LIFE & JUSTICE ANNUAL  

COLLECTION THANK YOU! 
August 20 and 21 was the annual collection for the 

diocesan Life and Justice Office. The Life & Justice 

Campaign is a program co-sponsored by the Diocese of 

Kansas City—St. Joseph Human Rights and Respect 

Life Offices through which our faithful have the 

opportunity to support local organizations dedicated to 

defending the dignity of the person and the sanctity of 

human life.  Thanks to those in our parish who donated 

$125 towards this cause.   
 

PSR 1st SUNDAY WELCOME BACK PICNIC 

NEXT SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 11  
We are kicking off the 2022-2023 PSR year with a 

bang!  The Knights of Columbus are providing chips 

and hot dogs with drinks and ICE CREAM for our 

PSR students and families after Sunday Mass on 

September 11th.  Please join us and catch up on how 

everyone’s summer has been.  All are welcome.   

 

From the Pastor’s Desk      September 4th  

Dear Parishioners, 

     

This past week while saying my prayers, I came 

across this passage in the Prophet Jeremiah:  

“How long must the earth mourn, 

The green of the whole countryside wither? 

For the wickedness of those who dwell in it 

Beasts and birds disappear 

Because Men say: 

‘God does not see our ways’.” 
(The Prophet Jeremiah 12:4) 

Appropriate for this past week in which the Catholic 

Church observed a World Day of Prayer for the Care 

of Creation. 

Of course, this is the same concern that the Holy 

Father, Pope Francis writes about in his encyclical 

“Laudato, Si”.  Passages of which have been appearing 

each week in our Sunday bulletin.  

 

Next Sunday will be the sad anniversary of the 

airplane hijackings and attacks of “9-11”, back in 

2001.  For we who experienced it – it felt as if the earth 

shook, after which America and the World was never 

the same.  Our Mass next Sunday will be for all the 

victims of that dreadful day and all the tragic events 

which followed.  

 

This Wednesday we resume our Wednesday 

evening offerings of Mass, a simple supper and adult 

discussion.  Everyone invited. Details in this bulletin.  

 

Peace and Blessings, Joy, and Love in the Lord! 

Father Tom Hawkins 

 

YOUTH GROUP MUM SALES 
Our church Youth Group has their first fundraiser 

of the year with Mum pre-sales.  Please sign up on the 

order forms located on the tables behind the pews in 

church.  They are for sale one for $15 or three for $30 

in the following colors: yellow, red, pink, orange, and 

white. These funds help aid in paying for various 

Catholic Youth events and your support is appreciated.  

 

 

Weekly Collection from August 28th             

Parishioner Envelopes  $2,560 

       Loose Cash Donations             148 

Total Parish Support  $2,708 

      Average Weekly Expenses           $2,392 

 



ALTAR AND ROSARY SOCIETY  

MEETS THIS TUESDAY  
All women of the parish (ages 18 and older) are 

invited to work together as members of Saint Mary’s 

Altar and Rosary Society.   

The group meets each first Tuesday in the months 

of September through May – in the Upper Meeting 

Room on the back side of the church.  Enter by the 

south door. 

Meeting time is 7pm (in the winter months it will 

be 6pm).   

 

KNIGHTS MEETING MOVED TO SEPT 12 
The meeting of the Knights of Columbus which 

usually happens on the first Monday of each month, 

this month will be a week later because of the Labor 

Day Holiday. 

Knights of Saint Mary’s will met on Monday- 

September 12 at 7pm in the Lower Meeting Room.  

Enter by the west (small parking lot) door.   

Things on the agenda for this month are 

Installation of Officers and plans for the Knights food 

stand at the Country Fair.  Coming up in October – the 

food stand at Moose’s and annual Tootsie Roll Drive in 

support of the developmentally disables.  

 

 
The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in 

the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual 

abuse: 1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18) and 2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or 

call 911, and 3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report 

suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, 

at 816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, 

employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City- St Joseph.  The Diocese has a 

sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse 

and their families. Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance 

Coordinator, at 816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 

LOOSE CHANGE COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 
This weekend, September 3 & 4, as we do at the 

start of each month we will do a collection of loose 

change.  So if you find any pennies, nickels or dimes 

stuck to the bubble gum in your pocket, please pry 

them loose and toss them in.  

The Stewardship Committee is saving up to buy 

new (or newer) chairs to replace the beat-up ones in the 

Upper Meeting Room.  All pennies welcome.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SINGSPIRATION REGISTRATION  

DEADLINE ON FRIDAY 
The deadline to sign up to perform at the 

“Singspiration” is this Friday, September 10.  

In conjunction with this year’s Higginsville 

Country Fair, on Wednesday evening, September 14, 

the Ministerial Fellowship will host a program of 

various inspirational performances.  

This will be at 6pm in the 4-H Barn in Fairground 

Park. 

Volunteer performers such as : Musicians (soloists 

or groups in all music styles), Dancers, Story Tellers, 

Skits, Poetry (original or published) and all types of 

creative performance are invited.  All performances 

must be family-friendly and of an inspirational nature.   

To participate fill out the green sheet (on the tables 

behind the pews) and mail it to the First Presbyterian 

Church, Box 506, Higginsville MO 64037 before 

September 10.  If you have questions, phone Pastor Liz 

at the First Presbyterian Church: 660-584-3372 

 

 

 

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

In some countries, there are positive examples of 

environmental Improvement: rivers, polluted for 

decades, have b3een cleaned up; native woodlands 

have been restored; landscapes have been beautified 

thanks to environmental renewal projects; beautiful 

buildings have been erected; advances have been made 

in the production of non-polluting energy and in the 

improvement of public transportation.  These 

achievements do not solve global problems, but they 

do show that men and women are still capable of 

intervening positively.  For all our limitations, gestures 

of generosity, solidarity and care cannot but well up 

within us, since we were made for love.  
Laudato Si #58 


