
September 25h, 2022 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Lect. 138 – Year C) 
We can all fall prey to selective blindness: a purposeful disregard of something we’d rather not see.  The more 

comfortable our own lives are, the easier it becomes to ignore unpleasant things.  Witness the rich man in the 
Gospel.  With his nice home, fine wardrobe, and sumptuous meals, he preferred to ignore poor Lazarus outside his 
door.  During their time on earth the rich man’s front gate was as great a divide as the chasm between heaven and 
hell was later.  He was willfully blind to the plight of Lazarus, his brother in the covenant of Abraham.  Now he can 
see clearly, but it’s too late. Amos, in the first reading, is even more critical of the well-off among the Israelites, 
complacent in their luxury while the kingdom of Northern Israel teeters on the edge of collapse.  From Amos’s time 
to Jesus’ to ours, people often become selectively blind to other people’s problems. At the end of Jesus’ story, 
Abraham says that the rich man’s brothers will not change even “if someone should rise from the dead” (Luke 16:31).  
But now someone has.  Will we change?  Who is someone you have overlooked whom you realize now you should 
respond to with Christ’s love and compassion?  

  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 Saint Mary’s Catholic Parish                            September 25th, 2022 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org_______________________________________________________________________________ 

BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 

Saturday, September 24  – 4:00pm   
Anna G. “Gerry” Eichelberger R.I.P. by Larry & Teresa Hoeppner 

Sunday, September 25  – 10:30am  Twenty-Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time  
For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased 

Monday, September 26 – 8:00am   
SAINT COSMAS and DAMIAN  Two brothers who practiced medicine often giving free care to the poor.  Known as the 

“moneyless ones”  because they did not charge for their service.  Martyred for their Christian Faith in the year of 300.  

Communion Service 

Tuesday, September 27  – 8:00am   
SAINT VINCIENT  de PAUL   A priest of France who was so shocked by the ignorance of the Faith among those poorly 

educated that he founded the Congregation of the Mission often called, in his honor, the Vincentians.  They were to devote 

themselves entirely to small towns and villages where there were fewer educational opportunities.  He founded several 

hospitals, collected relief funds for victims of war and ransomed more than 1,200 people from being galley slaves.  Died in 

1660. Saint Vincent de Paul Societies are now active in many parishes trying to uplift those suffering from poverty.  

Father Donald Eugene Sturm R.I.P.  

Wednesday, September 28 – 6:00pm  in the evening  
SAINT WENCESLAUS  Celebrated in the Christmas Carol which bears his name, he was a Duke of Bohemia who showed 

great concern for the poor and tried to spread the Christian Faith among his people.  He was 22years old when he was 

assassinated by his pagan brother in the year 929.  

Mary Grechus R.I.P. by Jim & Dixie Altman 

Thursday, September 29  – 8:00am  
SAINTS MICHAEL, GABRIEL and RAPHAEL  The three angels identified by name in the Old Testament and thus called 

‘Archangels’.  

Father Charles Michael Coleman R.I.P.  

Friday, September 30  – 8:00am    
SAINT JEROME   A great scholar and master of languages, he translated the books of the Bible from Greek and Hebrew into 

the common language of his time, Latin.  He spent the final years of his life in Bethlehem living in a cave as a hermit, praying 

and doing scholarly work.  Died in 420.  

Martha Pollard R.I.P. by Ian Pollard 

Saturday, October 1  – 4:00pm   
SAINT THERESA of JESUS  She was a Carmelite Nun now known as ‘The Little Flower’ for her promotion of “the Little 

Way”; which is doing everything, including the smallest things, with as much grace and beauty as possible as a gift to God.  

She died from tuberculosis at the age of 24 in 1897.  Following her death, she became well known, when her journal was 

published under the title “The Story of a Soul”. A book which many people have found helpful.   

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased 

Sunday, October 2  – 10:30am  Twenty-Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time   RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY 
Mary Grechus R.I.P. by Dorothy Bell  

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat. Sept. 24 Bill Summerlin 

Gary Starke 

Bob Brown Carita 

Trent 

Howard Goring Sandy May Josie McDermed 

& Peggy Singh 

Sun. Sept. 25 Larry Buntin 

Mitch Bennett 

Chris 

Kaiser 

Nancy 

Spain 

Ben Mason 

Ethan Campbell 

Roger & Janet 

Hoeflicker 

Kyle & Amor 

Gassen Family  

Sat. Oct. 1 Bob Quarti 

Gary Starke 

Bob Brown Barbara 

Beck 

Mike Deamos Peggy Singh Larry & Teresa 

Hoeppner 

Sun. Oct. 2 Chris Kaiser 

Marty Bell 

Rich Cole Gretchen  

Cowherd 

Grayson & 

Ethan Thompson 

Campbell  

Family 

Stephen & 

Kristin Vetter  



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

 

          
Country Fair Carmel Apples fundraiser was a 

success.  It’s becoming a Country Fair tradition to 

buy at least one! We sold out around 1:30 and our 

youth group was able to raise over $1,000 towards 

this year’s activities.  Thanks to everyone who came 

out and participated. 
 

Circle of Grace age-appropriate safe 

environment training supported by our Diocese will 

begin the first weekend of October.   

 

 
Mums’ Money DUE this weekend.  Let’s make 

life simpler for Kristin and Stephen by getting all 

the money to them this Sunday September 25th.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk      September 25th  

Dear Parishioners, 

     

“Encountering the authentic Jesus” is the plan for 

the next few sessions of WEAFS. That is the 

Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study here at our 

parish.  

Of course encountering the authentic Jesus is what 

is supposed to happen at every Mass depending on 

each individual’s openness and spiritual capacity to 

welcome Christ into one’s life by word and sacrament.  

The WEAFS program that will be starting this 

Wednesday is a series of 12 to 15 minute video 

segments based on Gospel Texts followed by questions 

and discussion.  

Thanks to Rhonda Smith who does a great job 

organizing these get togethers for our parish. 

Mass is available in the church at 6pm. A simple 

supper at 6:30pm. Discussion starts about 7pm and 

should wrap up a little after 8pm.  

Some people just come for Mass.  Some people 

come just for the discussion.  Some come for all of it. 

People come and go as works for them.  

It’s always a small group.  Open to everyone.  

Completely free.  

 

Peace and Blessings, Joy, and Love in the Lord! 

Father Tom Hawkins 

 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR ‘MEALS ON 

WHEELS’ OCTOBER 10-14 
Sign-up sheets are available on the table behind the 

east pews.  This takes about 90 minutes starting at 

10am.  If you have questions, phone Terie Starke our 

volunteer coordinator for this effort: 660-424-0566.  

Volunteers are assigned in teams of two.  This takes 

about an hour and a half, starting at 10am from the 

Senior Center at Walnut and 21st Street. We will also 

be delivering December 5-19.  

 

 

 

 

Weekly Collection from Sept. 18th              

Parishioner Envelopes  $1,739 

       Loose Cash Donations               85 

Total Parish Support  $1,824 

      Average Weekly Expenses           $2,392 

 

SAVE THE DATE: October 15th The Fun 

Committee will host our annual hayride and 

wiener roast after the 4pm Mass.  It will be 

hosted by Jeff & Lisa Kuecker located at 

9565 Bohlman Rd in Concordia MO.  All are 

welcome and feel free to bring friends and/or 

family.  Look forward to seeing you there! 



“SAFEKIDS” 
The diocesan Family Life Office invites parents to 

employ the education resource “7-Day Challenge: A 

Digital Crash Course for Parents”  by use of the text-

to-join information on the prayer cards distributed on 

Safe Haven Sunday (September 11).  Just text: 

SAFEKIDS to 66866 for a short daily education 

program delivered online, that will introduce parents to 

concrete things they can do to make safer their 

children’s use of technology and media.  

There is also a webpage with a video explanation, 

‘Frequently Asked Questions’, and details about how 

to take advantage of various follow-up options at 

www.kcsjfamily.org/safehavensunday. 

The Diocesan Marriage and Family Life Office is 

offering resources (including a confidential helpline 

number) to assist parents to form, protect and guide 

their children on the topic of pornography.  These can 

be found at myhousekcsj.org.  

Although pornography is abundant on the Internet, 

porn can become a seriously debilitating mental 

addiction.  Statistically speaking, in 56% of divorces, 

pornography is mentioned as one of the main causes. 

There are tow self-help programs being offered by 

the Marriage and Family Life Office.  

One is “STRIVE: A 21-Day Porn Detox” program.  

This is a step-by step (5 minutes a day) plan delivered 

via a daily email including powerful videos, calls to 

action, accountability opportunities with other 

participants, and a free trial of Covenant Eyes.   

Another program is “Restored Vows: A Porn 

Recovery Series for Couples” This is free 14-day video 

series.  

Information cards about all this are available on the 

tables at the door.  

 
The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in 

the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual 

abuse: 1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18) and 2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or 

call 911, and 3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report 

suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, 

at 816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, 

employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City- St Joseph.  The Diocese has a 

sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse 

and their families. Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance 

Coordinator, at 816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 

COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY HOURS 
The Community Food Pantry for households in the 

C-1 school district is located at Salem United Church 

of Christ at 15th and Main Street in Higginsville.  The 

Pantry is open on Tuesdays from 8:30am to 11:30am 

and from 1:30pm to 4:30pm.  

Donations of food or money can be made at any 

time.  

 

LATIN AMERICA COLLECTION THANKS  
Thanks to all who donated $220 towards the 

Collection for the Church in Latin America. For many 

in Latin America and the Caribbean, a rising secular 

culture, difficult rural terrain, and a shortage of 

ministers all present obstacles to practicing the faith.   

 

NEXT SUNDAY IS- RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY  
Your prayers and support may be the only support 

she receives. 10 Ways to Support Her When She’s 

Unexpectedly Expecting.   

“As a mom who had my first baby in college, I know 

that an unexpected pregnancy can sometimes bring fear, 

shame, and doubt. Perhaps one of your friends has become 

pregnant unexpectedly. I encourage you to support her in 

her new journey of being a mother. It’s okay if you don't 

know the perfect words to say. Let her know you are there 

for her, and ask how you can support her. Assist her in 

lining up practical help. She may not feel she “deserves” 

to show happiness; reassure her it’s okay (and good) to be 

happy. Your support might be the only support she 

receives. You can make a difference in her life. Will 

you?”        ~Anonymous Testimony  

Visit www.respectlife.org for ways to donate or 

support individuals in this position.  

 

 

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

One many concrete questions, the Church has no 

reason to offer a definitive opinion; she knows that 

honest debate must be encouraged among experts, 

while respecting divergent  views.  But we need only 

take a frank look at the facts to see that our common 

home is falling into serious disrepair:  Hope would 

have us recognize that there is always a way out, that 

we can always redirect our steps, that we can always 

do something to solve our problems.  Still, we can see 

signs that things are now reaching a breaking point, 

due to the rapid pace of change and degradation; these 

are evident in large-scale natural disasters as well as 

social and even financial crises, for the world’s 

problems cannot be analyzed or explained in isolation.  

There are regions now at high risk and, aside from all 

doomsday predictions, the present world system is 

certainly unsustainable from a number of points of 

view, for we have stopped thinking about the goals of 

human activity.  “If we scan the regions of our planet, 

we immediately see that humanity has disappointed 

God’s expectations.” 
Laudato Si #61 

http://www.kcsjfamily.org/safehavensunday
http://www.respectlife.org/

