
October 2nd, 2022 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (Lect. 138 – Year C) 
“Increase our faith” is a strange sort of request (Luke 17:5). Jesus had already told his disciples the parable of 

the mustard seed, so they already knew that size is deceptive.  Now he tells them that even a tiny amount of faith is 
sufficient to command a mulberry tree – with its extensive root system – to uproot itself and plant itself in the sea.   
In other words: You want your faith to increase? Use it! Like a servant who becomes better at serving by regularly 
serving, whether in the field or in the home, a disciple grows in the Lord’s service by steadily serving the Lord.  In his 
second letter, Paul asks Timothy to “bear your share of hardship for the gospel with the strength that comes from 
God” (2 Timothy 1:8)  In other words, practice your faith, even when it’s difficult, and God will give you the strength 
you need.  God gave Habakkuk the strength he needed when he despaired of the destruction and violence he saw 
around him.  God showed him a vision of the world to come, assuring him that “the just one, because of [his or her] 
faith, shall live”(Habakkuk 2:4).  If you want to increase your faith, act with justice amidst the strife, live out the 
gospel in the face of hardship, and serve the Lord always.  This will suffice.  When has your faith been strengthened 
by acting upon it?  

  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 Saint Mary’s Catholic Parish                            October 2nd, 2022 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org_______________________________________________________________________________ 

BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 
Saturday, October 1  – 4:00pm   

SAINT THERESA of JESUS  She was a Carmelite Nun now known as ‘The Little Flower’ for her promotion of “the Little 

Way”; which is doing everything, including the smallest things, with as much grace and beauty as possible as a gift to God.  

She died from tuberculosis at the age of 24 in 1897.  Following her death, she became well known when her journal was 

published under the title “The Story of a Soul”. A book which many people have found helpful.   

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased 

Sunday, October 2  – 10:30am  Twenty-Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time   RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY 
Mary Grechus R.I.P. by Dorothy Bell  

Monday, October 3 – 8:00am   
Communion Service 

Tuesday, October 4  – 8:00am   
SAINT FRANCIS of ASSISI  As a youth he had been spoiled by his wealthy parents.  As a young man he went off to war to 

make a reputation for himself.  Captured, imprisoned and sick he reexamined the direction of his life undergoing a fundamental 

change.  Turning his back on worldly goods and pleasures he embraced “Lady Poverty” and started to live and to preach a life 

of radical simplicity.  As first he was rejected as “a nut” but people came to see that he was sincerely trying to be a Christian 

who took the teaching of Christ seriously.  Others began to follow his example.  Died in 1226 at the age of 44.  Known for his 

love of all of nature as the manifestation of God’s handiwork.  Francis is patron saint of ecologists and all who love animals.   

Communion Service   

Wednesday, October 5 – 6:00pm  in the evening  
SAINT FAUSTINA KOWALSKA  A nun of Poland who in her journal reported visions of Jesus and being commissioned to 

promote devotion to his “Divine Mercy”  as a model of how Christians should be merciful to others. She died October 5, 1938 

Communion Service 

Thursday, October 6  – 8:00am  
SAINT BRUNO  Founder of the great monastery ‘La Grande Chartreuse’, home of the Carthusian monks who live a life of 

intense prayer and fasting. Died in 1101.  The documentary film “Into Great Silence” is about this intense  monastic life as still 

lived today.  

Communion Service   

Friday, October 7  – 8:00am    
OUR LADY of the ROSARY  This memorial in honor of Mary was established in 1571 as a thanksgiving for the victory at the 

Battle of Lepanto which repulsed an Islamic invasion of Europe.  

Dale Parker R.I.P. by Anita Parker  

Saturday, October 8 – 4:00pm   
Leonard Bell R.I.P. by Anita Parker  

Sunday, October 9  – 10:30am  Twenty-Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time    
For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat. Oct. 1 Bob Quarti 

Gary Starke 

Bob Brown Barbara 

Beck 

Mike Deamos Peggy Singh Larry & Teresa 

Hoeppner 

Sun. Oct. 2 Chris Kaiser 

Marty Bell 

Rich Cole Gretchen  

Cowherd 

Grayson & 

Ethan Thompson 

Campbell  

Family 

Stephen & 

Kristin Vetter  

Sat. Oct. 8 Lisa Kuecker 

Bill Summerlin 

Mike Esser Howard 

Goring 

Bill Wallpe Sandy May Marijean Zacha 

& Jamie Powell 

Sun. Oct. 9 Nick Rankin 

Roger Rinne 

Kim Mason Rich Cole Ben Mason 

Maggie Iles 

Brent & Beth  

Schlotzhauer 

Roger Rinne 



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

 

          

Monthly Focus -  “Precepts of the Church” 

Father Hawkins kindly keeps handouts located on 

the tables in the back as well as the papers near the 

side door for all parishioners.  Parents please take 

one to look over and discuss at home as a family.  

What are some areas that need improvement?   How 

can we be more aware of our shortcomings and 

resolve to do more?   

 

Circle of Grace age-appropriate safe 

environment training supported by our Diocese will 

begin the first weekend of October.   

 

 
Mums’ Money was DUE last weekend.  Let’s 

make life simpler for Kristin and Stephen by getting 

all the money to them as soon as possible.   

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk      October 2nd   

Dear Parishioners, 

     

Blessings and congratulations to Courtney and 

Aaron Haverman on the Baptism last Sunday of their 

new daughter Layne Charlotte.   

 

This week there will be a workshop for priests of 

the diocese that I am required to attend so there will be 

Communion Services from Monday through Thursday. 

 

Thursday of this week is the feast day of Saint 

Bruno who back in the Middle Ages founded a 

monastery where over the centuries many have fled 

from the chaos of World to seek peace and quiet by 

living a strict life of prayer, silence and work. In our 

stressful times that still sounds like a good idea.   

You probably don’t have the option to head off to a 

quiet hermitage in the Alps but the peace and quiet of a 

daily Mass or Communion Service is available here at 

Saint Mary’s every day of the week.  It’s like escaping  

to a monastery for a brief visit.  The scripture readings 

are often challenging and thought provoking but it’s a 

very positive way to start your day.  A whole lot better 

than how you will feel after listening to the daily News 

broadcast.  

 

Mark your calendar for the Parish Wiener Roast and 

Hay Ride on Saturday, October 15, organized by our 

Fun Committee.  This will be after Mass starting about 

5:30 pm at the farm of Lisa and Jeff Kuecker – east of 

Concordia at 9565 Bohlman Road.  They do a great job 

of hosting this.   

There will be a campfire, hotdogs, smores and more 

family fun and all completely free.  

You don’t have to bring anything but since it is 

October if you have any ghost stories that you want to 

bring along, please do so.  There will be a separate 

campfire deep in the dark woods just for telling ghost 

stories.  Or if you have any favorite campfire songs 

bring them along too.  

 

As October for Catholics is “Respect Life Month”, 

enclosed in this bulletin from the diocese is a list of 

Compassionate Care projects for children and families.  

 

Peace and Blessings, Joy, and Love in the Lord! 

Father Tom Hawkins 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: October 15th The Fun 

Committee will host our annual hayride and 

wiener roast after the 4pm Mass.  It will be hosted 

by Jeff & Lisa Kuecker located at 9565 Bohlman 

Rd in Concordia MO.  All are welcome and feel 

free to bring friends and/or family.  Look forward 

to seeing you there! 

Thank you to Father Tom, the Church Council 
and to St. Mary’s Parish for the beautiful floral 
bouquet and box of candy which was presented to 
me at the last Saturday Evening Mass.  They 
presented it to me for my service in playing the 
organ for many years.   It was a lovely thought 
and I appreciate the gesture very much.   

~Virginia Graham 



VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR ‘MEALS ON 

WHEELS’ OCTOBER 10-14 
Sign-up sheets are available on the table behind the 

east pews.  This takes about 90 minutes starting at 

10am.  If you have questions, phone Terie Starke our 

volunteer coordinator for this effort: 660-424-0566.  

Volunteers are assigned in teams of two.  This takes 

about an hour and a half, starting at 10am from the 

Senior Center at Walnut and 21st Street. We will also 

be delivering December 5-19.  

 

“ENCOUNTERING THE AUTHENTIC JESUS” 
Is the title of a video series with discussion at our 

Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study.  Mass is 

available in the church at 6pm.  A simple supper at 

6:30pm.  Discussion starts about 7pm and wraps up a 

little after 8pm.   

Some people just come for Mass.  Some people 

come just for the discussion.  Some come for all of it.  

People come and go as works for them. 

It’s always a small group.  Open to everyone.  

Completely free.   

Thanks to Rhonda Smith who organizes and leads 

these evenings.  

 
The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in 

the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual 

abuse: 1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18) and 2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or 

call 911, and 3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report 

suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, 

at 816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, 

employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City- St Joseph.  The Diocese has a 

sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse 

and their families. Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance 

Coordinator, at 816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 

COMMUNION SERVICE AT  

MEYER CARE THIS FRIDAY 
There will be a Catholic Communion Service at 

Meyer Care this Friday morning, October 7, at 10am in 

the Gathering Room.  If you have family or friends in 

Meyer Care or in John Knox East, please let them 

know that they are invited. And you are also welcome.  

 

 

 

KNIGHTS MEET MONDAY 
The Knights of Columbus will meet this Monday, 

October 3, at 7pm in the Lower Meeting Room.  Enter 

by the west (small parking lot) door.  It’s going to be a 

busy month.  Among the agenda items are: possible 

dinner for Sheltered Workshop, Tootsie Roll Drive, 

Food Stand at Moose’s, Knights Holy Hour and Mass 

on October 23 and Brunch on October 30. 

 

ALTAR SOCIETY MEETS TUESDAY 
All women of the parish are welcome to attend the 

meeting of the Altar and Rosary Society this Tuesday, 

October 4, at 6pm in the Upper Meeting Room on the 

back side of the church.  6pm is now the permanent 

meeting time.  

 

OCTOBER “RESPECT LIFE MONTH” 

DIAPER AND FORMULA COLLECTION 
October is ‘Respect Life Month’. 

In conjunction with that, our parish is doing a 

collection of diapers, baby formula and baby wipes for 

the “New Beginnings Women’s Center’ in 

Warrensburg. 

New Beginnings seeks to help pregnant women 

choose Life. Confidential free services offered include: 

Pregnancy testing, First trimester ultrasound; 

Childbirth education; Peer counseling; Baby and 

maternity clothing; Parenting classes; STD testing and 

treatment; Abortion recovery.  

In addition to donating items during October – how 

you can help is: Pray, Volunteer, Donate new baby 

items, and Help get out the word.   

The center is at 208 E Gay Street, in Warrensburg 

(across from the Post Office).  Phone 660-429-3800.  

On the web at nbwburg.org.  Also 

newbeginningswburg@gmail.com.  If you have 

questions or want to do more contact our parish’s 

Respect Life Chairperson, Teresa Hoeppner at 660-

584-7395.  

 

BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETS NEXT SUNDAY 
Members of the parish who have volunteered to 

serve on the committee: Marty Bell, Mike Esser, 

Howard Goring, Chris Kaiser, Jamie Powell, Nick 

Rankin, Mike Ryun, Yair & Elizabeth Saucedo, and 

Brent Schlotzhauer.  

Meetings are in the Lower Meeting Room after the 

Sunday 10:30am Mass.  That will be next Sunday, 

October 9.  Anyone who wants to help with the 

committee is invited to do so.  

 

 

Weekly Collection from Sept. 25th              

Parishioner Envelopes  $1,990 

       Loose Cash Donations               69 

Total Parish Support  $2,059 

      Average Weekly Expenses           $2,392 

 

mailto:newbeginningswburg@gmail.com


OCTOBER IS RESPECT LIFE MONTH and 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 
Each human life is a unique creation deserving of 

respect.  If you or someone you know are the object of 

abuse (physical, emotional, or psychological) realize 

that you are not without resources.  People have 

become more aware of these problems and the need for 

real help.  For more information go to the National 

Domestic Violence Hot Line at 1-800-799-7233 or     

1-800-787-3224 or check www.thehotline.org 

If you choose to stay in the situation, set up a plan 

for action to ensure you and your children’s safety. 

This includes hiding a car key, personal documents, 

some money and locating a place you can go in an 

emergency.  

For residents of Lafayette County- the House of 

Hope  in Lexington is a nearby shelter.  House of Hope 

provides services, support and shelter for women, men, 

and children affected by domestic violence and sexual 

abuse.  Their 24-hour crisis hotline is 888-259-6795.  

Emergency transportation, children services, advocacy 

service, support groups, legal referrals, and a SANE 

Program (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner) are 

available.   

No one should live in fear of those close to them.  

Let us all pray for courage and strength for persons in 

such situations and those trying to help them.   

And let us also pray that those entering into 

intimate relationships will do so with the prudence that 

comes from seeking God’s guidance in making good 

Life Choices.  

 

PARISH FINANCIAL UPDATE 
As reported at the September meeting of the Parish 

Council – from 7/1/2022 to 9/21/2022 our Parish 

Income has been $36,112.25, and our Ordinary Parish 

Expenses have been $37,631.78 for a negative balance 

of $1,519.53.  Thanks to all our contributors. 

Using money from the bequest of Pete Beck our 

Parish Council, at the recommendation of the Building 

Committee, has had leaf-guards installed costing on the 

rain gutters of the church and is planning to have the 

exterior of the church painted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A “GIFT OF GRAIN” 
Cash basis farmers who harvest wheat, corn, beans 

or other crops may find that making their donation to 

their church in the form of a ‘Gift of Grain’ is a good 

way to do tax planning and share the blessings of the 

harvest.  

If you have questions or to obtain the “Deed of 

Gift” form for doing this contact Christopher Hotchkiss 

(816-714-2346); hotchkiss@diocesekcsj.org in the 

Stewardship and Development office of the diocese.  

 

NEED SOME PEACE AND FOCUS IN YOUR LIFE? 
If you do – try week day Mass.  It’s a brief break 

from the turmoil of the world.  The scripture readings 

are often challenging and thought provoking but a 

positive way to start your day.  A whole lot better than 

what you will get from the daily News broadcast.  

 

LOOSE CHANGE COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 
This weekend being the start of October we will 

have our collection of Loose Change at the end of 

Masses.  This is a visible reminder that every donation 

is needed and appreciated.  

 

 

 

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

Why should this document, addressed to all people of 

good will, include a chapter dealing with the 

convictions of believers? I am well aware that in the 

areas of politics and philosophy  there are those who 

firmly reject the idea of a Creator, or consider it 

irrelevant, and consequently dismiss as irrational the 

rich contribution which religions can make towards an 

integral ecology and the full development of humanity.  

Others view religions simply as a subculture to be 

tolerated.  Nonetheless, science and religion, with their 

distinctive approaches to understanding reality, can 

enter into an intense dialogue fruitful for both.  
Laudato Si #62 

http://www.thehotline.org/
mailto:hotchkiss@diocesekcsj.org

