
October 9th, 2022 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Lect. 144 – Year C) 
We are called to be the tenth leper.  Few of us have had the same experience of the ten lepers in the Gospel: cast out 
from the rest of society, afflicted with a terrible disease.  But our sins can be like that disease, separating us from a 
loving relationship with God and with our neighbor.  Jesus heals the lepers, curing them of their leprosy and 
readmitting them to society.  Only the tenth leper, a foreigner, returned to the Lord to give thanks.  The word Luke 
uses for giving thanks is euchariston.  When we come here each week to celebrate the Eucharist, we, like the tenth 
leper, are returning to the Lord to give thanks.  We have been cleansed as well, for Jesus suffered and died for our 
sins, redeeming us despite our sinfulness.  We are called, like the tenth leper, to live lives of gratitude, lives of 
thanksgiving, lives centered in the Eucharist, since all that we have and all that we may attain are given to us by God.  
May we too hear the words the tenth leper did: “Stand up and go; your faith has saved you” (Luke 17:19)  How can 
you be a eucharistic person, giving thanks for all you have received from God?  

  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 Saint Mary’s Catholic Parish                            October 9th, 2022 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org_______________________________________________________________________________ 

BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 
Saturday, October 8 – 4:00pm   

Leonard Bell R.I.P. by Anita Parker  

Sunday, October 9  – 10:30am  Twenty-Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time    
For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased 

Monday, October 10 – 8:00am   
Communion Service 

Tuesday, October 11  – 8:00am   
SAINT JOHN XXIII Born in northern Italy he was ordained a priest in 1904 and served as a stretcher-bearer during World War 

I.  During World War II as a papal diplomat in Turkey, with the cooperation of the German ambassador he saved the lives of an 

estimated 24,000 Jewish people.  In 1953 at the age of 78 he was elected Pope.  In 1959 he convoked the Second Vatican 

Council to bring the Catholic Church still in many ways a Medieval institution into the modern era.  He died of stomach cancer 

on Jun 3 in 1963.  His feast day, October 11, is the anniversary of the first session of the Second Vatican Council which ran 

from 1962 to 1965 and is the largest meeting in world history.  

Intention  

Wednesday, October 12 – 6:00pm  in the evening  
Communion Service 

Thursday, October 13  – 8:00am  
Communion Service   

Friday, October 14  – 8:00am    
SAINT CALLISTUS I  He had been a slave in the imperial roman household.  After becoming a freeman, he supervised the 

first Christian cemetery in Rome; possibly the first property of the Church and still called the Cemetery of Saint Callistus.  He 

was elected Pope in 217 and proved lenient with regard to the readmission to Communion of public sinners, the ordination of 

divorced men as priests and other church policies.  He died in 222 as a martyr but the historical record is unclear.   

Communion Service  

Saturday, October 15 – 4:00pm   
SAINT THERESA of AVILA A Spanish whirlwind of activity, as a young Carmelite nun she felt that her large convent of 150 

women was to comfortable, worldly, and noisy.  She agitated for a return of their Order to poverty, simplicity, silence, and 

prayer.  This resulted in a lot of serious opposition.  But the reforms of the Council of Trent helped her bring about a 

regeneration of Carmelite nuns and monks.  Theresa founded multiple convents and wrote extensively about prayer and 

spiritual life.  Her books are still in print.  Died in 1582.  In 1970 she was the first woman to be declared ‘Doctor of the Church’  

Intention  

Sunday, October 16  – 10:30am  Twenty-Ninth Sunday of Ordinary Time    
For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat. Oct. 8 Lisa Kuecker 

Bill Summerlin 

Mike Esser Howard 

Goring 

Bill Wallpe Sandy May Marijean Zacha 

& Jamie Powell 

Sun. Oct. 9 Nick Rankin 

Roger Rinne 

Kim Mason Rich Cole Ben Mason 

Landon Hoeflicker 

Brent & Beth  

Schlotzhauer 

Roger Rinne 

Sat. Oct. 15 Bill Wallpe 

Gary Starke 

Howard 

Goring 

Terie 

Starke 

Bob Brown  Lisa Kuecker Gary & Terie 

Starke 

Sun. Oct. 16 Benny & Nancy 

Spain  

Rhonda 

Smith 

Emily 

Rhoad 

Luke Iles  

Maggie Iles 

Brett & Rebecca 

Hoeflicker 

Brian & Jamie 

Iles  

KNIGHTS FALL FOOD STAND THIS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY AT MOOSE’S 

Our Knights of Columbus will be selling burgers and brats in front of Moose’s Grocery Store on Main 

Street in Higginsville this coming Friday and Saturday, October 14th and 15th, between the hours of 10am and 

6pm.  All Knights who have not already volunteered to work a shift should contact Chris Kaiser. 



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

 

          

Monthly Focus -  “Precepts of the Church” 

Father Hawkins kindly keeps handouts located on 

the tables in the back as well as the papers near the 

side door for all parishioners.  Parents, please take 

one to look over and discuss at home as a family.  

What are some areas that need improvement?   How 

can we be more aware of our shortcomings and 

resolve to do more?   

 

Circle of Grace age-appropriate safe 

environment training supported by our Diocese will 

begin the first weekend of October.   

 

 

 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS THIS WEEK 
Thanks to the volunteers delivering Meals on 

Wheels this week.  

Mon. 10th   Howard Goring and Virginia Graham 

Father Tom & Dorothy Bell   

Tues. 11th    Gary & Terie Starke  

Bill & Karen Kohne  

Wed. 12th     Bill & Karen Kohne 

Kristina & Marie Campbell   

Thu. 13th   Mike & Pam Rogers  

Sandy May and Teresa Hoeffner 

Fri. 14th   Josie McDermed & Kim Bell  

Jessica Davenport & Dana Guss  

We will also be delivering December 5-9.  The 

sign-up sheet is already on the table behind the east 

pews.   

If you would like to volunteer (either to be a 

regular driver or on an as needed basis) please call 

Terie Starke at 660-424-0566. Terie is the Meals on 

Wheels volunteer coordinator for our Parish.  Thanks 

to all who help.  

When there is snow or ice which causes the 

schools to close, the Senior Center will still prepare hot 

meals to be delivered.  When in doubt, telephone the 

Senior Center at 660-584-7040.  If the road conditions 

are bad, you will have to decide for yourself if you are 

willing to hazard it.  

 

 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk      October 9th    

Dear Parishioners, 

     

Father Ron Elliott will be here for Masses the next 

two weekends – October 15 & 16 and October 22 & 

23. 

I will be with family.  As you may recall beginning 

at the end of October last year within a span of several 

months all three of my in-laws died.  A sister-in-law in 

Colorado and then a brother-in-law in Kansas and then 

a sister-in-law in Illinois.  Those of us remaining are 

going to gather and spend some time together. So, I 

will be gone the next two weekends.  

Members of the parish who volunteer to assist a 

visiting priest when I am away are asked to contact the 

parish office and let Kristina know which Mass you 

plan to help at.  If anyone else wants to join this team – 

please, let me know.  

 

Thank You! to Janet Hoeflicker and Brent & Beth 

Schlotzhauer who have accepted the invitation to try 

and organize our traditional Fall Harvest Dinner on the 

first Sunday of November – November 6.   

COVID prevented this happening the past two years 

so the challenge will be gluing things back together 

and finding enough workers to accomplish it.  IF you 

can help please respond generously. Or if you are new 

to our parish and want to be part of this call the Parish 

Office and volunteer. 

 

Next weekend, October 15 & 16, there will be a 

message from Bishop Johnston to launch this year’s 

diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal.  

Thanks to Steve Vetter who has volunteered to be 

our parish’s chairperson for the appeal.  He will be 

speaking at Masses the weekend of October 22 & 23.  

Steve is on our Parish Council.  Steve and his wife 

Kristin do a great job leading our Youth Groups.  

When you respond to the appeal, please be sure they 

know you are from Saint Mary’s Parish in Higginsville 

because there are a lot of Saint Mary’s parishes in the 

diocese.  

 

Peace and Blessings, Joy, and Love in the Lord! 

Father Tom Hawkins 

Harvest Decorators Wanted – If you would like 

to help decorate our church for the Harvest Season, 

please volunteer by phoning Rhonda Smith 660-

441-0341 and give her your contact information.  

Date and time for the work will be determined.  



FOOD, HAYRIDE AND  

CAMPFIRE NEXT SATURDAY 
Everyone is invited to our Parish Weiner Roast and 

Hayride next Saturday, October 15, organized by our 

Fun Committee.  This will be after Mass starting about 

5:30pm at the farm of Lisa and Jeff Kuecker – east of 

Concordia at 9565 Bohlman Road.  They do a great job 

of hosting this.  

There will be a campfire, hayride, hotdogs, smores 

and more family fun and all completely free.  

You do not have to bring anything but since it is 

October if you have any ghost stories that you want to 

bring along, please do so.  There will be a separate 

campfire deep in the dark woods just for telling ghost 

stories. Or if you have any favorite campfire songs 

bring them along too.   

 

“ENCOUNTERING THE AUTHENTIC JESUS” 
Is the title of a video series with discussion at our 

Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study.  Mass is 

available in the church at 6pm.  A simple supper at 

6:30pm.  Discussion starts about 7pm and wraps up a 

little after 8pm.   

Some people just come for Mass.  Some people 

come just for the discussion.  Some come for all of it.  

People come and go as works for them. 

It is always a small group.  Open to everyone.  

Completely free.   

Thanks to Rhonda Smith who organizes and leads 

these evenings.  

 
The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in 

the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual 

abuse: 1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18) and 2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or 

call 911, and 3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report 

suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, 

at 816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, 

employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City- St Joseph.  The Diocese has a 

sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse 

and their families. Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance 

Coordinator, at 816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 

 

 

 

KNIGHTS ‘TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE” SATURDAY 

OCTOBER 22nd  
The Knights of Columbus annual fund raising to 

assist the developmentally disabled will be Saturday, 

October 22.  

Money raised supports the Developmental Center 

at Cardinal Glennon Children’s Medical Center in 

Saint Louis one of the nation’s leaders in treatment of 

children with developmental disabilities and autism.  

Half of the money raised goes through 

‘Turnaround Funds’ requested by local Councils to 

support hundreds of other local charities throughout 

Missouri.  

All Knights are asked to man a station for a few 

hours during the drive.  To volunteer please contact 

Marty Bell 660-221-2392. 

 

OCTOBER “RESPECT LIFE MONTH” 

DIAPER AND FORMULA COLLECTION 
October is ‘Respect Life Month.’ 

In conjunction with that, our parish is doing a 

collection of diapers, baby formula and baby wipes for 

the “New Beginnings Women’s Center’ in 

Warrensburg. 

New Beginnings seeks to help pregnant women 

choose Life. Confidential free services offered include 

Pregnancy testing, First trimester ultrasound; 

Childbirth education; Peer counseling; Baby and 

maternity clothing; Parenting classes; STD testing and 

treatment; Abortion recovery.  

In addition to donating items during October – how 

you can help is: Pray, Volunteer, Donate new baby 

items, and help get out the word.   

The center is at 208 E Gay Street, in Warrensburg 

(across from the Post Office).  Phone 660-429-3800.  

On the web at nbwburg.org.  Also 

newbeginningswburg@gmail.com.  If you have 

questions or want to do more contact our parish’s 

Respect Life Chairperson, Teresa Hoeppner at 660-

584-7395.  

 

A “GIFT OF GRAIN” 
Cash basis farmers who harvest wheat, corn, beans, 

or other crops may find that making their donation to 

their church in the form of a ‘Gift of Grain’ is a good 

way to do tax planning and share the blessings of the 

harvest.  

If you have questions or to obtain the “Deed of 

Gift” form for doing this contact Christopher Hotchkiss 

(816-714-2346); hotchkiss@diocesekcsj.org in the 

Stewardship and Development office of the diocese.  

 

Weekly Collection from Sept. 25th              

Parishioner Envelopes  $1,990 

       Loose Cash Donations               69 

Total Parish Support  $2,059 

      Average Weekly Expenses           $2,392 

 

mailto:newbeginningswburg@gmail.com
mailto:hotchkiss@diocesekcsj.org


MEMORIAL CONCERT AT THE CATHEDRAL  
A free concert to honor recently deceased Sister 

Claudette will be this Sunday, October 9, at 3pm in 

downtown Kansas City. 

Sister Claudette’s ministry in our diocese is 

legendary.  She loved good music, good liturgy, and 

most of all supporting the people of God in faith and 

community.  She was an organist at the Cathedral and 

more than once visited us here at Saint Mary’s to 

consult with our organists and choir members.  She 

was always kind and supportive.  

For those who cannot attend in person the concert 

will be live streamed at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v-OIC2avpuYK8  

May Sister Claudette now be among the saints and 

making music with the angels.  

 

OCTOBER IS RESPECT LIFE MONTH and 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 
Each human life is a unique creation deserving of 

respect.  If you or someone you know are the object of 

abuse (physical, emotional, or psychological) realize 

that you are not without resources.  People have 

become more aware of these problems and the need for 

real help.  For more information go to the National 

Domestic Violence Hot Line at 1-800-799-7233 or     

1-800-787-3224 or check www.thehotline.org 

If you choose to stay in the situation, set up a plan 

for action to ensure you and your children’s safety. 

This includes hiding a car key, personal documents, 

some money and locating a place you can go in an 

emergency.  

For residents of Lafayette County- the House of 

Hope  in Lexington is a nearby shelter.  House of Hope 

provides services, support and shelter for women, men, 

and children affected by domestic violence and sexual 

abuse.  Their 24-hour crisis hotline is 888-259-6795.  

Emergency transportation, children services, advocacy 

service, support groups, legal referrals, and a SANE 

Program (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner) are 

available.   

No one should live in fear of those close to them.  

Let us all pray for courage and strength for persons in 

such situations and those trying to help them.   

And let us also pray that those entering intimate 

relationships will do so with the prudence that comes 

from seeking God’s guidance in making good Life 

Choices.  

 

 

 

 

PARISH FINANCIAL UPDATE 
As reported at the September meeting of the Parish 

Council – from 7/1/2022 to 9/21/2022 our Parish 

Income has been $36,112.25, and our Ordinary Parish 

Expenses have been $37,631.78 for a negative balance 

of $1,519.53.  Thanks to all our contributors. 

Using money from the bequest of Pete Beck our 

Parish Council, at the recommendation of the Building 

Committee, has had leaf-guards installed costing on the 

rain gutters of the church and is planning to have the 

exterior of the church painted.  

 

NEED SOME PEACE AND FOCUS IN YOUR LIFE? 
If you do – try weekday Mass.  It is a brief break 

from the turmoil of the world.  The scripture readings 

are often challenging and thought provoking but a 

positive way to start your day.  A whole lot better than 

what you will get from the daily News broadcast.  

 

LOOSE CHANGE COLLECTION THANK YOU 
Thanks to those who contributed to last weekend’s 

‘Loose Change Collection.’  $137.30 was raised. Our 

collection of Loose Change is a visible reminder that 

every donation is needed and appreciated.  

 

 

 

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

Given the complexity of the ecological crisis and its 

multiple causes, we need to realize that the solutions 

will not emerge from just one way of interpreting and 

transforming reality.  Respect must also be shown for 

the various cultural riches of different peoples, their art 

and poetry, their interior life and spirituality.  If we are 

truly concerned to develop an ecology capable of 

remedying the damage wee have done, no branch of 

the sciences and no form of wisdom can be left out, 

and that includes religion and the language particular 

to it.  The Catholic Church is open to dialogue with 

philosophical thought; this has enabled her to produce 

various syntheses between faith and reason.  The 

development of the Church’s social teaching represents 

such a synthesis with regard to social issues; this 

teaching is called to be enriched by taking up new 

challenges.  
Laudato Si #63 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v-OIC2avpuYK8
http://www.thehotline.org/

