
October 16th, 2022 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

 

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Lect. 147 – Year C) 
It’s annoying to have to wait for what we want.  We want our online orders to arrive on our porch by the 

next day, our pizza delivered in a matter of minutes, and our French fries hot and ready in seconds.  Who wants to 
wait?  But important things take time, and we struggle to exercise patience and persistence.  Moses and the 
unnamed widow in the Gospel have the will and the faith to persist for as long as it takes.  Moses had to keep the 
staff of God raised up while Joshua was engaged in battle, a sign of God’s support.  Eventually he needed the 
assistance of others, but he still had to keep the staff raised the entire day.  The widow needed the judge to respect 
her rights, which were probably all that kept her from being thrown out into the street.  So she persisted in her 
demand for justice.  Both Moses and the widow were rewarded for their persistence.  Paul teaches Timothy 
persistence, whether convenient or inconvenient.  Jesus, who continually prayed to his Father, assures his disciples 
that God will watch over those who call persistently.  God persists with us.  Let us persist with God.   How can you be 
persistent in prayer?  Do you feel the support of others- physically or spiritually- when you grow weary?  
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BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 
Saturday, October 15 – 4:00pm   

SAINT THERESA of AVILA A Spanish whirlwind of activity, as a young Carmelite nun she felt that her large convent of 150 

women was to comfortable, worldly, and noisy.  She agitated for a return of their Order to poverty, simplicity, silence, and 

prayer.  This resulted in a lot of serious opposition.  But the reforms of the Council of Trent helped her bring about a 

regeneration of Carmelite nuns and monks.  Theresa founded multiple convents and wrote extensively about prayer and 

spiritual life.  Her books are still in print.  Died in 1582.  In 1970 she was the first woman to be declared ‘Doctor of the Church’  

Mary Grechus R.I.P. by Pat Jenkins 

Sunday, October 16 – 10:30am Twenty-Ninth Sunday of Ordinary Time    
For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased 

Monday, October 17 – 8:00am   
SAINT IGNATIUS of ANTIOCH He was a convert who eventually became the bishop of Antioch, Syria. During a visit of the 

Roman Emperor Trajan to Antioch he was among the Christians rounded up and condemned to be executed in the Coliseum of 

Rome.  ON the long journey there he wrote seven letters which give insights into the situation of the early Church.  He was 

thrown to lions as part of what the Romans called “The Games” in the year 107.  Considered one of the ‘Fathers of the Church’. 

Communion Service 

Tuesday, October 18 – 8:00am   
SAINT LUKE the EVANGELIST A gentile convert he was a physician from Antioch, Syria.  He traveled with Saint Paul on 

some of his missionary journeys and was with Paul during his imprisonment.  Using what he learned from meeting the other 

apostles and other first disciples, Luke wrote the Gospel that bears his name and ‘The Acts of the Apostles’ between the years 

70 to 85.  Place and date of death are unknown.  Represented in art as a winged ox.  

Communion Service  

Wednesday, October 19 – 6:00pm in the evening  
SAINT JOHN de BREBUFF, ISACC JOGUES and the MARTYRS OF NORTH AMERICA Jesuit missionaries killed 

between 1642-1649.  They had been working among the Huron but were killed after being captured, tortured and killed by 

Iroquois and Mohawks.  Victims of the Indian Wars encouraged by the competing government policies of Canada and the U.S. 

Communion Service 

Thursday, October 20 – 8:00am  
SAINT PAUL of the CROSS Renowned preacher and founder of the Passionists.  Died in 1775.  

Communion Service   

Friday, October 21 – 8:00am    
Communion Service  

Saturday, October 22 – 4:00pm   
SAINT JOHN PAUL II Archbishop of Krakow, Poland he was elected Pope in 1978. He brought a new energy to the papacy.  

His zeal for families, young Catholics and the sick led him to make numerous pastoral visits throughout the world. Died in 

2005.  

Catherine Nuelle R.I.P. by The Knehans Family 

Sunday, October 23 – 10:30am Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary Time    
For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat. Oct. 15 Bill Wallpe 

Gary Starke 

Howard 

Goring 

Terie 

Starke 

Bob Brown  Lisa Kuecker Gary & Terie 

Starke 

Sun. Oct. 16 Benny & Nancy 

Spain  

Rhonda 

Smith 

Emily 

Rhoad 

Luke Iles  

Maggie Iles 

Brett & Rebecca 

Hoeflicker 

Brian & Jamie 

Iles  

Sat. Oct. 22 Lisa Kuecker 

Bob Quarti 

Mike 

Deamos 

Peggy 

Singh 

Howard Goring Sandy May Lisa Kuecker & 

Sandy May 

Sun. Oct. 23 Knights of Columbus 



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

 

          

Mum Sales SUCCESS! We want to express a 

heartfelt thanks to all who participated and 

supported our youth group mum’s fundraiser last 

month we raised $2,175 in support of upcoming 

events throughout the year.   

 

Kansas City Youth Conference We need to 

figure out who wants to attend the KCYC.  It will be 

the weekend before Thanksgiving (November 19th 

and 20th). This conference is for high school age 

only.  

 

 

 

ANNUAL MISSION SUNDAY  

COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
Next week, October 22/23rd we join Catholics 

around the world for the celebration of World Mission 

Sunday. We are called to offer our prayers and 

financial help for the Church’s missionary work in 

Asia, Africa, the Pacific Islands and parts of Latin 

America and Europe. Please be generous in next 

week’s collection for the Society for the Propagation of 

the Faith for the Missions. Thank you! 

There is a special envelope in your parishioner 

packet or use one of the envelopes from the tables 

behind the pews. 

 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL KICKOFF  

THIS WEEEKEND 
The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, comprised 

of 84 parishes and 10 missions throughout 27 counties 

in North and West Missouri, has been blessed through 

the generosity of so many people such as you. With our 

2023 Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA) theme, taken 

from Romans 12:12, “Joyful in Hope,” I am inviting 

you to be part of serving God with the gifts you have 

been given to equip others spiritually, socially, and 

educationally through the parish and diocesan 

ministries funded by the Annual Catholic Appeal 

(ACA). 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk         October 16th    

Dear Parishioners, 

     

Prayerful condolences from all of us to our 

parishioners Mitch & Nicky Bennett on the death of 

Mitch’s mother.   

 

Thank you to Brian Iles who grew and donated the 

many splendid pumpkins and gourds decorating our 

church.  And thanks to Rhonda Smith and Karen 

Schroeder who did all the work of hauling them in and 

arranging our Fall Harvest decorations. 

 

Thank you to Father Ron Elliott who is here this 

weekend and next weekend to preside at Masses. 

I am with family.  As you may recall beginning at 

the end of October last year within a span of several 

months all three of my in-laws died.  A sister-in-law in 

Colorado and then a brother-in-law in Kansas and then 

a sister-in-law in Illinois.  Those of us remaining are 

going to gather and spend some time together. So 

that’s where I am.  

 

For anyone who missed it last weekend- Thank 

You! to Janet Hoeflicker and Brent & Beth 

Schlotzhauer who have accepted the invitation to try 

and organize our traditional Fall Harvest Dinner on the 

first Sunday of November- November 6.  

COVID prevented this happening the past two years 

so the challenge will be gluing things back together 

and finding enough workers to accomplish it.  If you 

can help please respond generously.  Or if you are new 

to our parish and want to be part of this call the Parish 

Office and volunteer.  

 

This weekend is the launch of this year’s diocesan 

Annual Catholic Appeal.  Thanks to Steve Vetter who 

has volunteered to be our parish’s chairperson for the 

appeal.  He will be speaking at Masses next weekend.  

When you respond to the appeal, please be sure they 

know you are from Saint Mary’s Parish in Higginsville 

because there are a lot of Saint Mary’s parishes in the 

diocese.  

 

Peace and Blessings, Joy, and Love in the Lord! 

Father Tom Hawkins 

 

Weekly Collection from October 9th               

Parishioner Envelopes  $1,640 

       Loose Cash Donations              139  

Total Parish Support  $1,779 

      Average Weekly Expenses           $2,392 

 



FOOD, HAYRIDE AND  

CAMPFIRE THIS SATURDAY 
Everyone is invited to our Parish Weiner Roast and 

Hayride next Saturday, October 15, organized by our 

Fun Committee.  This will be after Mass starting about 

5:30pm at the farm of Lisa and Jeff Kuecker – east of 

Concordia at 9565 Bohlman Road.  They do a great job 

of hosting this.  

There will be a campfire, hayride, hotdogs, 

s’mores and more family fun and all completely free.  

You do not have to bring anything but since it is 

October if you have any ghost stories that you want to 

bring along, please do so.  There will be a separate 

campfire deep in the dark woods just for telling ghost 

stories. Or if you have any favorite campfire songs 

bring them along too.   

 

“ENCOUNTERING THE AUTHENTIC JESUS” 
Is the title of a video series with discussion at our 

Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study.  Mass is 

available in the church at 6pm.  A simple supper at 

6:30pm.  Discussion starts about 7pm and wraps up a 

little after 8pm.   

Some people just come for Mass.  Some people 

come just for the discussion.  Some come for all of it.  

People come and go as works for them. 

It is always a small group.  Open to everyone.  

Completely free.   

Thanks to Rhonda Smith who organizes and leads 

these evenings.  

 
The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in 

the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual 

abuse: 1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18) and 2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or 

call 911, and 3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report 

suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, 

at 816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, 

employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City- St Joseph.  The Diocese has a 

sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse 

and their families. Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance 

Coordinator, at 816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 

A “GIFT OF GRAIN” 
Cash basis farmers who harvest wheat, corn, beans, 

or other crops may find that making their donation to 

their church in the form of a ‘Gift of Grain’ is a good 

way to do tax planning and share the blessings of the 

harvest.  

If you have questions or to obtain the “Deed of 

Gift” form for doing this contact Christopher Hotchkiss 

(816-714-2346); hotchkiss@diocesekcsj.org in the 

Stewardship and Development office of the diocese.  

 

 

 

OCTOBER “RESPECT LIFE MONTH” 

DIAPER AND FORMULA COLLECTION 
October is ‘Respect Life Month.’ 

In conjunction with that, our parish is doing a 

collection of diapers, baby formula and baby wipes for 

the “New Beginnings Women’s Center’ in 

Warrensburg. 

New Beginnings seeks to help pregnant women 

choose Life. Confidential free services offered include 

Pregnancy testing, First trimester ultrasound; 

Childbirth education; Peer counseling; Baby and 

maternity clothing; Parenting classes; STD testing and 

treatment; Abortion recovery.  

In addition to donating items during October – how 

you can help is: Pray, Volunteer, Donate new baby 

items, and help get out the word.   

The center is at 208 E Gay Street, in Warrensburg 

(across from the Post Office).  Phone 660-429-3800.  

On the web at nbwburg.org.  Also 

newbeginningswburg@gmail.com.  If you have 

questions or want to do more contact our parish’s 

Respect Life Chairperson, Teresa Hoeppner at 660-

584-7395.  

 

HARVESTERS FOOD DISTRIBUTION  

THIS THURSDAY 
The monthly distribution of free food from 

Harvesters is a great blessing for anyone in need of 

food assistance.  

That will be this Thursday, October 20, as happens 

the third Thursday of each month.  Food Give-away 

starts about 9am and stops at 10:30am.  There is 

usually an abundance of fresh vegetables and fruit.  

Sometimes canned goods and sometimes meat.  It 

depends on whatever the warehouse sends. There are 

no requirements but participants have to get a number 

(starting at 8am) and are served in sequence.  

Participants no longer have to bring boxes to carry the 

food – because of pandemic people stay in their cars 

and the packaged foodstuffs are place directly into the 

trunks of the car. Trunks should be cleared out so there 

is space for the food supplies. This will be at First 

Assembly of God Church, 1050 W 19th Street in 

Higginsville. 

Able-bodied volunteers are needed to do the 

distribution. Volunteers begin work at about 8am when 

the food arrives by truck from Kansas City; it needs to 

be unloaded and arranged.  Clean up lasts until about 

1pm.  

The Ministerial Fellowship is inviting members of 

all congregations and all the community to join in this 

effort.  

mailto:hotchkiss@diocesekcsj.org
mailto:newbeginningswburg@gmail.com


KNIGHTS ‘TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE” 

 SATURDAY OCTOBER 22nd  
The Knights of Columbus annual fund raising to 

assist the developmentally disabled will be Saturday, 

October 22.  

Money raised supports the Developmental Center 

at Cardinal Glennon Children’s Medical Center in 

Saint Louis one of the nation’s leaders in treatment of 

children with developmental disabilities and autism.  

Half of the money raised goes through 

‘Turnaround Funds’ requested by local Councils to 

support hundreds of other local charities throughout 

Missouri.  

All Knights are asked to man a station for a few 

hours during the drive.  To volunteer please contact 

Marty Bell 660-221-2392. 

 

COMMUNITY THANKS-GIVING SERVICE 
The Ministerial Fellowship will be having their 

annual Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday, November 

22 at 7pm at the Davis Theatre in Higginsville.  

The evening will consist of fellow Pastors sharing 

and individuals singing God’s praises.  If your gift is in 

music and you would like to share, please contact me 

at (816-716-4474) As we come together, let us reach 

out with Love of God to those in our community.   

 

“THE CHOSEN” – SERIES TWO  

STARTS THIS SUNDAY  
A free showing of the second series of “The 

Chosen’, the popular depiction of events in the life of 

Jesus, is being presented at the Davis Movie Theater in 

downtown Higginsville on Sundays from October 16 to 

December 4 at 1pm.  This is being hosted by the First 

Baptist Church of Higginsville.  Everyone is invited.  

 

TO FIND OUR PARISH  

MASS ON THE INTERNET 
Go to YouTube.com then search for 

SaintMary’sHigginsvilleMO, there is also a link from 

our parish website www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

 

OCTOBER STEWARDSHIP PRAYER   
Lord Jesus, set my heart on fire for you that I may 

give freely of the gifts, talents and resources you give 

me, for your sake and for the work of the Gospel.   

- Don Schwager 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER IS RESPECT LIFE MONTH and 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 
Each human life is a unique creation deserving of 

respect.  If you or someone you know are the object of 

abuse (physical, emotional, or psychological) realize 

that you are not without resources.  People have 

become more aware of these problems and the need for 

real help.  For more information go to the National 

Domestic Violence Hot Line at 1-800-799-7233 or     

1-800-787-3224 or check www.thehotline.org 

If you choose to stay in the situation, set up a plan 

for action to ensure you and your children’s safety. 

This includes hiding a car key, personal documents, 

some money and locating a place you can go in an 

emergency.  

For residents of Lafayette County- the House of 

Hope in Lexington is a nearby shelter.  House of Hope 

provides services, support and shelter for women, men, 

and children affected by domestic violence and sexual 

abuse.  Their 24-hour crisis hotline is 888-259-6795.  

Emergency transportation, children services, advocacy 

service, support groups, legal referrals, and a SANE 

Program (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner) are 

available.   

No one should live in fear of those close to them.  

Let us all pray for courage and strength for persons in 

such situations and those trying to help them.   

And let us also pray that those entering intimate 

relationships will do so with the prudence that comes 

from seeking God’s guidance in making good Life 

Choices.  

 

 

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

Furthermore, although this Encyclical welcomes 

dialogue with everyone so that together we can seek 

paths of liberation, I would like from the outset to 

show how faith convictions can offer Christians, and 

some other believers as well, ample motivation to care 

for nature and for the most vulnerable of their brothers 

and sisters.  If the simple fact of being human moves 

people to care for the environment of which they are a 

part, Christians in the turn “realize that their 

responsibility within creation, and their duty towards 

nature and the Creator, are an essential part of their 

faith.” It is good for humanity and the world at large 

when we believers better recognize the ecological 

commitments which stem from our convictions.  
Laudato Si #64 

http://www.thehotline.org/

