
November 20th, 2022 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

 

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (Lect. 162 – Year C) 
After Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit led him into the desert for forty days, where he was tempted by the 

devil.  Three times he was given the opportunity, in essence, to save himself from the cross that he would bear.  
Today we hear Jesus tempted three final times on the cross.  The rulers, the soldiers, and one of the criminals 
collectively take the role of the devil, each calling on him to save himself.  None of them can conceive of a king who 
rules by sacrificing his life, who saves others and not himself, who opens his kingdom by dying on the cross. The 
penitent criminal, however, understands.  Not only does he believe that Jesus is innocent, he believes that Jesus is in 
fact a king, a king with the power to admit even a sinner like him into his kingdom.  His faith is now our faith.  As we 
hear in the hymn in the second reading and as we say when we celebrate Mass, we believe that through him all 
things-including us – were created, that through the blood of the cross he has brought peace and redemption, and 
that we as well “look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.”  How are you 
tempted to “save yourself”?  How do you resist? 

 

DO YOU RECEIVE OUR EMAILS? 
Infrequently from the Parish Office we send a 

general email about a parish event happening.  

(Such as the Mass times for a Holy Day.)  If you 

use email but have not been receiving these let us 

know how to contact you.  Please use the contact 

information at the top of this page.  

  

TO FIND OUR PARISH MASS  

ON THE INTERNET 
Go to YouTube.com then search for 

SaintMary’sHigginsvilleMO. There is also a link 

from our parish website 

www.stmarysinhigginsville.org  
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BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 
Saturday, November 19  – 4:00pm   

Mike Milies by Gary & Terie Starke 

Sunday, November 20  – 10:30am  FEAST of CHRIST THE KING 

Last Sunday of Ordinary Time and Final Sunday of this Liturgical Year 
For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

Monday, November 21 – 8:00am   
FEAST  of the PRESENTATION of MARY  Throughout the year the church celebrates various days in honor of Mary the 

Mother of Jesus.  This Feast of the Presentation celebrates an old tradition (not recorded in scripture) that Mary as an infant was 

taken by her parents to the Temple of Jerusalem and her life dedicated to God’s service.   

Communion Service 

Tuesday, November 22 – 8:00am   
SAINT CECILIA Martyred in the third century, she sang Psalms while enduring her sufferings.  For this reason she is honored 

as the Patron Saint of musicians.  

Mary Grechus R.I.P. by Karen Schroeder 

Wednesday, November 23  – 6:00pm  in the evening  
SAINT CLEMENT I  Third successor to Peter as Bishop of Rome.  Died in the late 1st century.  Possibly the Clement 

mentioned by Paul in his Letter to the Philippians (4:3).  

SAINT COLUMBAN  One of the greatest of the Irish missionary monks of the 6th-7th centuries.  Founded several monasteries.  

Made enemies of royalty by denouncing their immorality.  Died in Italy.   

SAINT MIGUEL PRO Jesuit priest who opposed the communist government of Mexico’s attempt to suppress the Church.  In 

1927, he was executed by fireing squad while exclaiming, “Long live Christ the King!” 

Susie Santa Maria in honor of her Birthday 

Thursday, November 24  – 9:00am  THANKSGIVING DAY 
SAINT ANDREW DUNG-LAC and COMPANION MARTYRS  During the 17th to 19th centuries, some 130,000 persons in 

Vietnam suffered martyrdom for their Christian faith, many by decapitation or strangulation.  117 of them were canonized by 

Pope John Paul II in 1988.  

Mass of Thanksgiving for this year’s harvest and all God’s blessings and mercies 

Friday, November 25  – 8:00am   
SAINT CATHERINE of ALEXANDRIA  A highly educated and wise 18-year old young woman of Alexandria in Egypt in the 

300’s.  After her acceptance of Christianity she led others to the Faith for which she was tortured and executed.  Patron Saint of 

philosophers, librarians, and young unmarried women.  

     Communion Service   

Saturday, November 26  – 4:00pm   
For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

Sunday, November 27  – 10:30am  First Sunday of Advent 
Martha Pollard R.I.P. by Ian Pollard  

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat. Nov. 19 Lisa Kuecker 

Bob Quarti 

Bob Brown Mike 

Deamos 

Howard Goring Lisa Kuecker Larry & Teresa 

Hoeppner 

Sun. Nov. 20 Chris Kaiser 

Mitch Bennett 

Nicky 

Bennett 

Kim 

Mason 

Ben Mason  

Ethan Campbell 

Campbell Family Brett & Rebecca 

Hoeflicker Family 

Sat. Nov. 26 Lisa Kuecker 

Bill Wallpe 

Howard 

Goring 

Gary 

Starke 

Mike Deamos Lisa Kuecker Bob & Judy 

Quarti 

Sun. Nov. 27 Benny & Nancy 

Spain 

Rich Cole Rhonda 

Smith 

Grayson & 

Liam Thompson 

Nina Withrow Paul & Rhonda 

Smith  



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

 

          

Christmas Pageant 2022-  We are planning the 

Christmas pageant for Sunday, Dec. 18th after the 

10:30am Mass.   

 

“KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 

CONTEST”- We handed out posterboard for 

everyone preschool – 6th grade this weekend in 

PSR.  Please have your drawings submitted by 

Dec. 4th.  

 

 

SNOW SHOVELING TEAM BEING ASSEMBLED 
Now that November is here and winter weather 

cannot be far away – if you are willing to volunteer to 

be part of a team to shovel the sidewalks and the stairs 

before Mass either on Saturday or Sunday, please 

contact the parish office, leave your name, and phone 

number.  The parking lots are plowed but the sidewalks 

and east side ramp need to be cleared before Mass.  

When ice or snow cover the front steps they are closed, 

and people are asked to use the inside stairs on the 

northwest corner of the church. Those who attend 

weekday Masses are reminded that when the C-1 

schools are closed because of bad weather there will 

not be a weekday Mass that day.  

 

KNIGHTS CHRISTMAS DRAWING  

CONTEST FOR YOUTH 
The Knights of Columbus are offering cash prizes 

of $20, $15, and $10 to youth of the parish who want 

to participate in a Christmas drawing contest.  Prizes 

are offered in two divisions: preschool – 3rd Grade and 

4th-6th Grade.   

Drawings can be on any piece of paper or 

cardboard of any size.  Free posterboard is available 

through the PSR. 

The pictures can be in pencil, ink, crayon or paint. 

The theme of the picture has to be “Keep Christ in 

Christmas”. 

On the back side of each picture has to be the 

person’s full name, phone number and Grade. 

Participants can submit more than one picture. 

Sunday, December 4th is the deadline.  They can be 

given to any Knight of Columbus or just left on the 

table in the vestibule of the church.   

The winners will be selected at the meeting of the 

Knights of Columbus on Monday, December 5th.  

 

From the Pastor’s Desk         November 20th       

Dear Parishioners, 

     

Hopefully, many have noticed that the exterior of 

our church has been repainted and is now shining 

white.  

Thanks to Brent Schlotzhauer, Chairperson of the 

Building Committee, for overseeing the project.  

 

The children of our long time parishioner Nancy 

Buechter have asked for assistance with a card shower 

in celebration of her 90th birthday on December 22.  

Nancy, her husband Jim and their children were 

longtime members of Saint Mary’s and such a group of 

strong singers that people referred to them as “The 

Buechter Choir”. 

Since Jim’s death Nancy has been living in Saint 

Louis with a daughter and her family.  

If you would like to take part in this card-shower for 

Nancy just get your card to me before Friday, 

December 16, and I will put them together in a big 

envelope and send them off. Simply put Nancy’s name 

on the envelope.  You can even put your card into the 

Collection Basket on a weekend.  

Or if you want to mail it yourself, send it to: Denise 

Forsyth, 4343 Oaks Drive, Davenport, IA 52806.  

 

May you have a meaningful Thanksgiving Day. Our 

Mass that morning will be at 9am.  It will be offered to 

thank God for this year’s Harvest and His blessings 

and mercies.  If you have anything to thank God for 

you really should consider attending Mass that 

morning.  Giving Thanks is what the day is supposed 

to be about.  

 

Peace and Blessings, Joy, and Love in the Lord! 

Father Tom Hawkins 

 

BUTTON PUNCHERS WANTED  
If you can operate your smart phone or TV then 

you have the skills it takes to operate the self-play on 

our church organ.  Volunteers are needed. Training and 

supervision provided.  

You don’t have to be a musician or choose the 

hymns – you just have to select the right numbered 

item at the right time and hit “play”.  

To volunteer phone Virginia Graham at 660-584-

7481 or Karen Schroeder at 660-238-2928.  They will 

show you how it’s done.  

 



 

COLLECTION FOR SAINT 

 MARY’S PARISH CEMETERY 
In conjunction with All Saints Day and All Souls 

Day, during November we do a collection in support of 

the maintenance of our parish cemetery.  Donations 

can be put into the collection basket or mailed to the 

parish office – clearly marked for “Cemetery 

Maintenance.”  

For those wanting to be buried there, the price is 

$300 to reserve a plot and another $300 at the time of 

burial for maintenance, grading and seeding.  

To purchase space, phone Mr. Chris Kaiser at 660-

584-2626.   

In addition to Mr. Kaiser members of Saint Mary’s 

Parish Cemetery Committee are Howard Goring, Mike 

Ryun and Bill Wallpe.  Thanks to all of them for their 

service to our parish community.  

As of November 6th $2048.16 has been donated.  

 

MASS ON THANKSGIVING DAY WILL BE 9AM 
Our Mass on the morning of Thanksgiving Day, 

Thursday, November 24, will be at 9am.  

660-232-8850.     

“THE CHOSEN” – SERIES TWO 
A free showing of the second series of “The 

Chosen,” the popular depiction of events in the life of 

Jesus, is being presented at the Davis Movie Theater in 

downtown Higginsville on Sundays from October 16 to 

December 4 at 1pm.  The First Baptist Church of 

Higginsville are hosting this.  Everyone invited.  

 

 

 

The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to 

combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual 

abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse: 1. Call the 

Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18) and 2. Contact your local law 

enforcement agency or call 911, and 3. After reporting to these civil 

and law enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual abuse of a 

minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, at 

816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves 

a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas 

City- St Joseph.  The Diocese has a sincere commitment to 

providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and 

their families. Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim 

Assistance Coordinator, at 816.392.0011 or 

true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 

 

 IS ONE (OR MORE) YOURS? 
Last weekend a number of sheet pans, bowls and 

casserole dishes found their way home.   

But more than 30 still remain to be claimed.   

They are on display on tables in the Parish Hall.  

 

W.E.A.F.S. NOT MEETING THIS WEDNESDAY 
The Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study will 

not happen this Wednesday, November 23, because it 

is the night before Thanksgiving.   

The group resumes the following Wednesday, 

November 30, when they begin a new series of videos 

and discussions focused on Advent.  Thanks to Rhonda 

Smith the organizer and discussion leader.  

Mass at 6pm. Supper at 6:30pm. Discussion 7pm-

8pm.  Everyone invited.  The Lower Meeting Room of 

the church.  

 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL UPDATE  
Thanks to those parishioners who have already 

responded to this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal in 

support of Bishop Johnston and the various ministries 

of our diocese.  

As set by the diocese, our parish goal this year is 

$10,000.  As of November 14th, 25 pledges have been 

made.  Totaling $6,986 which is 70% of our goal.  This 

averages out to about $279 per pledge.   

You should have received a letter from Bishop 

Johnston asking for your support.  Additional response 

envelopes are available in the church.  When 

responding, make sure they know you are a member of 

Saint Mary’s in Higginsville. 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN OF THE PARISH –  

SAVE THE NIGHT OF DECEMBER 6 
All women of the parish are invited to the 

Christmas gathering hosted by the Altar Society the 

evening of Tuesday, December 6, starting at 6pm. 

Each person is invited to donate $10 toward the 

cost of the catered meal and bring a modestly priced 

item for the gift exchange – wrapped in Christmas 

paper or in a bag so it cannot be recognized.  

This will be in the Lower Meeting Room. Enter 

by the west (small parking lot) door and come 

downstairs.   

This will be the night of Saint Nicholas Day.  

Come for a pleasant evening of companionship and 

holiday cheer.  



MILITARY SERVICES COLLECTION THANKS 
The Archdiocese receives no funding from the 

Untied States government.  Rather, the Archdiocese is 

solely funded by the generosity of its chaplains, men 

and women in uniform and private benefactors. We 

collected $360 for this cause and appreciate all those 

who donated.  

 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MEETS MONDAY 
Members of the Stewardship Committee will meet 

this Monday, November 21, at 6pm in the Meeting 

Room on the backside of the church, enter by the south 

door.   

Members of the Committee are: Nancy Spain- 

Chairperson; Virginia Graham, Father Tom Hawkins, 

Chris Kaiser, Kim Mason, Hazel Nuelle, John 

Spiegelhalter, & Lisa Kuecker (who is the liaison with 

the Parish Council) and anyone else who wants to help.  

 

TAKE DOWN HARVEST – RAISE UP ADVENT 
At 9am this coming Saturday, November 26, 

volunteers are needed to take down the harvest 

decorations and prepare our church for Advent.  This 

includes putting up the Advent Giving Tree and the 

Advent Wreath.  Man power and woman power are 

needed.  

Thanks again to Brian Isles for raising and 

donating all the pumpkins and gourds – which will be 

available for the taking for whatever good use they can 

be put to.  

 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING 

 SERVICE TUESDAY EVENING 
The Ministerial Fellowship of Higginsville invites 

everyone to come together for this year’s Community 

Thanksgiving Service, this Tuesday evening, 

November 22, 7pm at the Davis Movie Theater on 

Main Street in downtown Higginsville.  Admission is 

without charge but there will be a freewill collection to 

support the work of the Ministerial Fellowship.  

 

WEEKDAY MASS IS A MINI RETREAT 
You probably don’t have the option of heading off 

to a quiet hermitage in the Alps but the peace and quiet 

of a weekday Mass or Communion Service is available 

here at Saint Mary’s every day of the week.  It’s like 

escaping to a monastery for a brief visit. The scripture 

readings are often challenging and thought provoking 

but it’s a very positive way to start your day.  A whole 

lot better than how you will feel after listening to the 

daily News broadcast.  

YES, THEY STILL WANT THEM 
While baking and cooking during this holiday 

season, please remember to save all “Best Choice” 

labels for the Altar and Rosary Society.  Labels can be 

deposited in the wood box in the front vestibule.  

The Altar and Rosary Society exchanges them for 

funds to support various projects.  Thanks for your 

participation.  

 

 

MASS AT 9:00 AM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

Together with our obligation to use the earth’s 

goods responsibly, we are called to recognize that 

other living beings have a value of their own in 

God’s eyes: “by their mere existence they bless 

him and give him glory,” and indeed, “the Lord 

rejoices in all his works” (Ps 104:31).  By virtue 

of our unique dignity and our gift of intelligence, 

we are called to respect creation and its inherent 

laws, for “the Lord by wisdom founded the earth” 

(Prov 3:19).  In our time, the Church does not 

simply state that other creatures are completely 

subordinated to the good of human beings, as if 

they have no worth in themselves and can be 

treated as we wish.  The German bishops have 

taught that, where other creatures are concerned, 

“we can speak of the priority of being over that of 

being useful.” The Catechism clearly and 

forcefully criticizes a distorted anthropocentrism: 

“Each creature possesses its own particular 

goodness and perfection… Each of the various 

creatures, willed in its own being, reflects in its 

own way a ray of God’s infinite wisdom and 

goodness.  Man must therefore respect the 

particular goodness of every creature, to avoid any 

disordered use of things.” 
Laudato Si #69 


