
November 27th, 2022 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

 

First Sunday of Advent (Lect. 1 – Year A) 

Advent is not only a season to prepare for Jesus’ coming as a tiny baby at Christmas.  
Today’s Gospel reminds us that Jesus will come again at the end of time, like a thief in the 
night, when those who are unprepared will be swept away like victims of the Great Flood.  
How can we prepare?  Isaiah’s counsel can help.  Isaiah prophesied that those walking in the 
Lord’s paths will take their swords and spears and turn them into blades for their plows and 
pruners.  Swords and spears are weapons, used against the foe in battle.  Plows and pruners 
are used for preparing fields and trees to grow food.  In Isaiah’s vision, tools of war become 
tools of life.  Instead of being used to fight, they are used to nourish.  Turning confrontation 
into cooperation, as in Isaiah’s prophecy, is how we can prepare ourselves for the arrival of 
the Prince of Peace, no matter when he comes.  May Jesus Christ, that thief in the night, 
break into our hearts this Advent and guide us to making peace in our families, in our 
communities and in the world.  With whom can you reconcile and cooperate during the 
next four weeks?  
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BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 
Saturday, November 26 – 4:00pm   

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  
Sunday, November 27 – 10:30am  First Sunday of Advent 

Martha Pollard R.I.P. by Ian Pollard  
Monday, November 28– 8:00am   

Harold McDermed R.I.P. by Josie McDermed 

Tuesday, November 29 – 8:00am   

Communion se 

Wednesday, November 30 – 6:00pm in the evening  

Communion Service  

Thursday, December 1 – 9:00am   

SAINT ANDREW the APOSTLE  He was a fisherman with his brother Simon Peter.  He had been a follower of 

John the Baptizer who redirected him toward following Jesus, “The Lamb of God”.  Tradition says he preached 

north of the Black Sea and died on an X-shaped cross in Greece.  

Communion Service  

Friday, December 2 – 8:00am   

     Communion Service   

Saturday, December 3 – 4:00pm   

SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER  One of the first Jesuits and a great missionary who preached the Gospel in Sri Lanka, 

India, Malaysia and Japan.  Died while waiting to enter China in 1552.   

Homer & Nancy Jones R.I.P by Josie McDermed  
Sunday, December 4 – 10:30am  Second Sunday of Advent 

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat. Nov. 26 Lisa Kuecker 

Bill Wallpe 

Howard 

Goring 

Gary 

Starke 

Mike Deamos Lisa Kuecker Bob & Judy 

Quarti 

Sun. Nov. 27 Benny & Nancy 

Spain 

Rich Cole Rhonda 

Smith 

Grayson & 

Liam Thompson 

Nina Withrow Paul & Rhonda 

Smith  

Sat. Dec. 3 Lisa Kuecker 

Bob Quarti 

Sandy May Mike 

Deamos 

Bill Wallpe Lisa Kuecker Bill & Carol 

Summerlin 

Sun. Dec. 4 Larry Buntin 

Marty Bell 

Rhonda 

Smith 

Nancy 

Spain 

Ben Mason  

Landon Hoeflicker 

Hazel Nuelle 

 

Rich & Bernie 

Cole  

DO YOU RECEIVE OUR EMAILS? 
Infrequently from the Parish Office we send a 

general email about a parish event happening.  

(Such as the Mass times for a Holy Day.)  If you 

use email but have not been receiving these let us 

know how to contact you.  Please use the contact 

information at the top of this page.  

  

TO FIND OUR PARISH MASS  

ON THE INTERNET 
Go to YouTube.com then search for 

SaintMary’sHigginsvilleMO. There is also a link 

from our parish website 

www.stmarysinhigginsville.org  



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

 

          

Christmas Pageant 2022-  We are planning the 

Christmas pageant for Sunday, Dec. 18th after the 

10:30am Mass.   

 

“KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 

CONTEST”- We handed out posterboard for 

everyone preschool – 6th grade this weekend in 

PSR.  Please have your drawings submitted by 

Dec. 4th.  You can leave them in the Parish 

Office or submit it to a Knight! 
 

 

“THE CHOSEN” – SERIES TWO 
A free showing of the second series of “The 

Chosen,” the popular depiction of events in the life of 

Jesus, is being presented at the Davis Movie Theater in 

downtown Higginsville on Sundays from October 16 to 

December 4 at 1pm.  The First Baptist Church of 

Higginsville are hosting this.  Everyone invited.  

 

 

 

 

ADVENT ‘GIVING TREE’ 
Those who would like to provide a Christmas Gift 

to a child served by the local Food Pantry are invited to 

take a ‘Christmas Wish’ tag from our Advent ‘Giving 

Tree’.  

Each tag describes the child’s age and gender and 

lists possible gift suggestions.  You may choose what 

you want to do.  Whatever you choose to give will be 

most welcome.  Gifts should be wrapped with the tag 

attached and here at the church by Sunday, December 

11th.  If you have any questions, talk to Father Tom or 

call Angie at Salem United Church: 660-584-3603.  

Thanks to all who take part.  

 

KNIGHTS CHRISTMAS DRAWING  

CONTEST FOR YOUTH 
The Knights of Columbus are offering cash prizes 

of $20, $15, and $10 to youth of the parish who want 

to participate in a Christmas drawing contest.  Prizes 

are offered in two divisions: preschool – 3rd Grade and 

4th-6th Grade.   

Drawings can be on any piece of paper or 

cardboard of any size.  Free posterboard is available 

through the PSR. 

The pictures can be in pencil, ink, crayon or paint. 

The theme of the picture has to be “Keep Christ in 

Christmas”. 

On the back side of each picture has to be the 

person’s full name, phone number and Grade. 

Participants can submit more than one picture. 

Sunday, December 4th, is the deadline.  They can 

be given to any Knight of Columbus or just left on the 

table in the vestibule of the church.   

The winners will be selected at the meeting of the 

Knights of Columbus on Monday, December 5th.  

 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS IN 2023 
The Higginsville Senior Center has published the 

schedule for Meals on Wheels in 2023.  Our parish is 

asked to deliver:  January 23-27; March 13-17;  

May 1-5; June 12-16; July 31- August 4; September 

18-22; November 6-10 and December 25-29.   

Sign-up sheets will be on the east table behind the 

pews.   

Thanks to Terie Starke who as a volunteer 

coordinates this for us.  Please help her out by 

volunteering whenever possible.  

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS GATHERING FOR WOMEN OF 

THE PARISH THE NIGHT OF DECEMBER 6 
All women of the parish are invited to the 

Christmas gathering hosted by the Altar Society the 

evening of Tuesday, December 6, starting at 6pm. 

Each person is invited to donate $10 toward the 

cost of the catered meal and bring a modestly priced 

item for the gift exchange – wrapped in Christmas 

paper or in a bag so it cannot be recognized.  

This will be in the Lower Meeting Room. Enter 

by the west (small parking lot) door and come 

downstairs.   

This will be the night of Saint Nicholas Day.  

Come for a pleasant evening of companionship and 

holiday cheer.  

Please make a reservation on one of the sign-up 

sheets found on the tables behind the pews.  Or by 

phoning the Parish Office 660-584-3038.  

Reservations needed by Sunday, December 4.  



COLLECTION FOR SAINT 

 MARY’S PARISH CEMETERY 
In conjunction with All Saints Day and All Souls 

Day, during November we do a collection in support of 

the maintenance of our parish cemetery.  Donations 

can be put into the collection basket or mailed to the 

parish office – clearly marked for “Cemetery 

Maintenance.”  

For those wanting to be buried there, the price is 

$300 to reserve a plot and another $300 at the time of 

burial for maintenance, grading and seeding.  

To purchase space, phone Mr. Chris Kaiser at 660-

584-2626.   

In addition to Mr. Kaiser members of Saint Mary’s 

Parish Cemetery Committee are Howard Goring, Mike 

Ryun and Bill Wallpe.  Thanks to all of them for their 

service to our parish community.  

As of November 20th $2048.16 has been donated. 

 

BUTTON PUNCHERS WANTED 
If you can operate your smart phone or TV, then 

you have the skills it takes to operate the self-play on 

our church organ.  Volunteers are needed. Training and 

supervision provided.  

You don’t have to be a musician or choose the 

hymns – you just have to select the right numbered 

item at the right time and hit “play”.  

To volunteer phone Virginia Graham at 660-584-

7481 or Karen Schroeder at 660-238-2928.  They will 

show you how it’s done.  
 

 
The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to 

combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual 

abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse: 1. Call the 

Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18) and 2. Contact your local law 

enforcement agency or call 911, and 3. After reporting to these civil 

and law enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual abuse of a 

minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, at 

816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves 

a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas 

City- St Joseph.  The Diocese has a sincere commitment to 

providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and 

their families. Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim 

Assistance Coordinator, at 816.392.0011 or 

true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 

 IS ONE (OR MORE) YOURS? 
Since the parish dinner multiple sheet pans, bowls 

and casserole dishes need to find their way home.  

Many still remain to be claimed.  They are on the 

tables in the Parish Hall.  

 

ADVENT PROGRAM STARTS THIS WEDNESDAY 
The Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study will 

begin a video series and discussion focused on Advent 

starting this Wednesday evening, November 30.  

Advent is the season of spiritual preparation for 

Christmas.   

Mass is available in the church at 6pm.  A simple 

Supper is served in the Lower Meeting Room at 

6:30pm. Discussion from 7-8pm.  Everyone is invited.  

 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL UPDATE  
Thanks to those parishioners who have already 

responded to this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal in 

support of Bishop Johnston and the various ministries 

of our diocese.  

As set by the diocese, our parish goal this year is 

$10,000.  As of November 21st, 29 pledges have been 

made.  Totaling $7,766 which is 78% of our goal.  This 

averages out to about $268 per pledge.   

You should have received a letter from Bishop 

Johnston asking for your support.  Additional response 

envelopes are available in the church.  When 

responding, make sure they know you are a member of 

Saint Mary’s in Higginsville. 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 

 FOR NANCY BUECHTER 
As indicated below – Nancy Buechter’s Street is 

“Royal Oak Drive”.  

 

CARD SHOWER FOR NANCY BUECHTER 
The children of our long time parishioner Nancy 

Buechter have asked for assistance with a card shower 

in celebration of her 90th birthday on December 22.   

Nancy, her husband Jim and their children were 

longtime members of Saint Mary’s and such a group of 

strong sinters that people referred to them as “The 

Buechter Choir”. 

Since Jim’s death Nancy has been living in St. 

Louis with a daughter and her family. 

If you would like to take part in this card-shower 

for Nancy just get your card to Father Tom before 

Friday, December 16. Simply put Nancy’s name on the 

envelope.  You can even put your card into the 

Collection Basket on a weekend.  

Or if you want to mail it yourself, send it to: 

Denise Forsyth, 4343 Royal Oak Drive, Davenport IA 

52806.  

 

 

 



ADVENT WREATH BLESSING FOR HOME USE 
For those who keep the custom of an Advent 

Wreath in their home – there is no right or wrong way 

to do it.  That said, here is one possible blessing for a 

home Advent Wreath and a prayer for the first week— 

HEAVENLY FATHER, during this Advent help 

us prepare our hearts to more fully welcome your son.  

Help us during this holy season to journey in mind and 

spirit to Bethlehem. Help us to be generous, thoughtful 

and prayerful.  So that with the shepherds we will 

rightly hear what the angels proclaim about Him.  With 

the wise men we may seek Him wherever He is.  And 

with all people of good will we may find the Peace 

which He alone brings to our troubled world.  We pray 

this to you – Father, Son and Holy Spirit; living and 

reigning forever and ever.                             AMEN.  

 

PRAYER FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT 
Heavenly Father, help us to prepare our home and 

our hearts for the coming of your Son by joyful prayer 

and by good deeds.  May He find us eagerly waiting to 

welcome Him.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

God, forever and ever.                                  AMEN.  

 

WEEKDAY MASS IS A MINI RETREAT 
You probably don’t have the option of heading off 

to a quiet hermitage in the Alps but the peace and quiet 

of a weekday Mass or Communion Service is available 

here at Saint Mary’s every day of the week.  It’s like 

escaping to a monastery for a brief visit. The scripture 

readings are often challenging and thought provoking 

but it’s a very positive way to start your day.  A whole 

lot better than how you will feel after listening to the 

daily News broadcast.  

 

KNIGHTS SET UP NATIVITY THIS SATURDAY 
As is a long standing tradition on the first Saturday 

of December – this coming Saturday, December 3, the 

Knights of Columbus will set up the Community 

Nativity Scene on the southwest corner of Hwy 13 and 

FF.   

Thanks to John Knox for permitting the use of 

their land for this.  

The Community Nativity Scene is sponsored by 

the Ministerial Fellowship of Higginsville.   

Knights are asked to gather at 9am at the storage 

garage here at Saint Mary’s to load the figures.  Trucks 

will be needed.  At least five (or more) hay bales will 

be needed as well.  

 

YES, THEY STILL WANT THEM 
While baking and cooking during this holiday 

season, please remember to save all “Best Choice” 

labels for the Altar and Rosary Society.  Labels can be 

deposited in the wood box in the front vestibule.  

The Altar and Rosary Society exchanges them for 

funds to support various projects.  Thanks for your 

participation.  

 

  

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

In the story of Cain and Abel, we see how envy 

led Cain to commit the ultimate injustice against 

his brother, which in turn ruptured the relationship 

between Cain and God, and between Cain and the 

earth from which he was banished.  This is seen 

clearly in the dramatic exchange between God and 

Cain.  God asks: “Where is Abel your brother?” 

Cain answers that he does not know, and God 

persists: “What have you done? The voice of your 

brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground.  

And now you are cursed from the ground”  

(Gen 4:9-11). Disregard for the duty to cultivate 

and maintain a proper relationship with my 

neighbor, for whose care and custody I am 

responsible with ruins my relationship with my 

own self, with others, with God and with the earth.  

When all these relationships are neglected, when 

justice no longer dwells in the land, the Bible tells 

us that life itself is endangered.  We see this in the 

story of Noah, where God threatens to do away 

with humanity because of its constant failure to 

fulfill the requirements of justice and peace: “I 

have determined to make an end of all flesh; for 

the earth is filled with violence through them” 

(Gen 6:13). These ancient stories, full of 

symbolism, bear witness to a conviction which we 

today share, that everything is interconnected, and 

that genuine care for our own lives and our 

relationships with nature is inseparable from 

fraternity, justice and faithfulness to others.  
Laudato Si #70 


