
December 18, 2022 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent (Lect. 10– Year A) 
 Joseph, Matthew tells us, was a righteous person, meaning he followed the law religiously.  Even though he 
and Mary were not yet wed, they were betrothed, and this was considered the initial stage of marriage.  The law was 
clear that in a case like theirs, in which a married woman conceived a child by a man who was not her husband, both 
the woman and the man should be stoned to death (Deuteronomy 22:23-24).  But Joseph, Matthew shows us, was 
not only righteous but merciful.  Rather than sentence Mary to death or even expose her to shame, he decided to 
divorce her quietly. Because there had not yet been a public ceremony of their marriage, most people would never 
know.  So even before the angel of the Lord came to him in a dream, Joseph gave mercy priority over justice.  After 
the angel visited him, he publicly took Mary into his home, doubtless realizing that after the child was born there 
would be whispering.  But he committed himself to be the foster father of Jesus, who himself came to bring both 
justice and mercy.  In dying for us on the cross, Jesus ensured that mercy once and for all triumphed over the justice 
we would otherwise deserve.  To whom can you show mercy during this week before Christmas? 

 

DO YOU RECEIVE OUR EMAILS? 
Infrequently from the Parish Office we send a 

general email about a parish event happening.  

(Such as the Mass times for a Holy Day.)  If you 

use email but have not been receiving these let us 

know how to contact you.  Please use the contact 

information at the top of this page.  

  

TO FIND OUR PARISH MASS  

ON THE INTERNET 
Go to YouTube.com then search for 

SaintMary’sHigginsvilleMO there is also a link from 

our parish website www.stmarysinhigginsville.org  
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BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 
Saturday, December 17  – 4:00pm   

Martha Pollard   R.I.P.  by Ian Pollard 

Sunday, December 18 – 10:30am     Fourth Sunday of Advent  

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

Monday, December 19 – 8:00am  

Communion Service 

Tuesday, December 20 – 8:00am 

     Kenneth Bell by Anita Parker  

Wednesday, December 21 – 6:00pm in the evening 
SAINT PETER CANISIUS  A Jesuit priest he was one of the first to use the printing press to spread Catholic 

teaching.  His best work was done among the young, the poor, the sick, and prisoners.  He founded several colleges 

and was respected by the powerful but his aim was to reach simple people with the message of salvation in Christ 

through participation in the life of the Church.  He died in 1597.  

     Dale Parker R.I.P. by Anita Parker  

Thursday, December 22  – 8:00am  

Mary Rinne R.I.P. by Darrell & Juanita Rinne  

Friday, December 23 – 8:00am   

SAINT JOHN of KANTY  As a parish priest he did not have much success but when appointed professor of Sacred 

Scripture at the University of Cracow he became famous not only for his academic excellence but for the austerity 

of his personal life, his humility and generosity to the poor. He was held in such high esteem that for many years 

after his death his academic gown was used to invest each new doctoral candidate on the day they received their 

degree.  He died in 1473.  

Communion Service 

 

 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat. Dec. 17 Bill Wallpe 

Bob Quarti 

Carol 

Summerlin 

Peggy 

Singh 

Howard Goring Sandy May Mike & Betina 

Esser 

Sun. Dec. 18 PSR Youth Group 

Sat. Dec. 24 Volunteers  

Sun. Dec. 25 Volunteers 

CHRISTMAS MASSES  
Saturday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 

4:00pm  For All Members of Saint Mary’s, Living and Departed 

7:00pm  For All Members of Saint Mary’s, Living and Departed 

 

Sunday, December 25 – Christmas Day 

10:30am  For All Members of Saint Mary’s, Living and Departed 



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

          

Youth Led Mass    December 18th will be this 

Fall semester’s weekend for PSR volunteers to 

participate in the liturgical ministries.  Students 

have volunteered for various rolls, please encourage 

them.  As a family discuss the importance of 

actively participating in the Mass.  

Christmas Pageant     THIS Sunday 

December 18th.  We will be having our PSR 

Christmas Pageant following the normal 10:30 

Mass.  Afterwards join us in the downstairs hall for 

some Hot Chocolate & Christmas Cookies. The 

participants can return their costumes at that time 

too.  

There will be NO PSR  Dec. 25th or Dec. 31st – 

We will resume on January 7th. Enjoy Christmas 

and New Year’s with family and friends.  

 

 

 

POINSETTA DEDICATIONS  

NEEDED BY THIS TUESDAY 
If you would like to dedicate a Christmas 

Poinsettia in honor of relatives or friends, living or 

departed, the envelopes are located on the tables 

behind the pews.  A large plant will be $12 and the 

small plants will be $6.  Due to generous donations in 

the past we have the funds to keep pricing the same as 

prior years despite inflation.  They are due by THIS 

TUESDAY Dec 20.  

 

 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED TO DECORATE FOR 

CHRISTMAS THIS SUNDAY – DECEMBER 18 
     Following the Children’s Christmas Pageant this 

Sunday, we will decorate our church for Christmas.  

Before work begins, lunch for volunteers will be 

served in the Lower Meeting enter by the door at the 

bottom of the stairs.  There is some heavy lifting 

involved so men as well as women are needed.  It takes 

12 to 15 adults about three hours to accomplish the 

project.  All help is welcome.  Just show up and you 

will be guided into what to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk December 18, 2022       

Dear Parishioners, 

     

Our faithful, heroically long serving organist, 

Virginia Graham has decided that after Epiphany she is 

stepping away from the organ bench.   

Virginia has served our parish well more than half a 

century as a volunteer musician for which we are all 

very grateful.  

For several years we have had a social gathering for 

adults after Saturday Mass on the weekend of 

Epiphany.  It has been sort of a “Last Day of 

Christmas” party.  I am suggesting to the Parish 

Council and Fun Committee that this year we make it 

“A Salute and Thank You to Virginia” party.  

Hope you can come.  Mark your calendar – it will 

be Saturday evening January 7th.  

 

Father Jim Healy, who has successfully gone 

through months of extensive treatments for cancer, 

sends word “things continue to go well thanks to your 

prayers”.  His treatment continues to be pills, injections 

and lab tests but things generally are good and he 

requests: “Please do continue your prayers for me and 

for all those who suffer from cancer.” 

 

It seems to me that in the U.S. there are two 

Christmases.   

The noisy crazy thing that secular society does 

during the weeks that the Catholic Church calls 

Advent. The people for whom that is Christmas tend to 

throw out their Christmas Tree on December 26.  

At which point, for those who want it, there begins 

the peaceful Christmas, the real Christmas- twelve 

days of Christmas.  Years ago I wrote an article about 

this.  A copy is enclosed in this bulletin.  I hope you 

may find it helpful.   

 

Peace and Blessings, Joy, and Love in the Lord! 

Father Tom Hawkins 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS IN 2023 
The Higginsville Senior Center has published the 

schedule for Meals on Wheels in 2023.  Our parish is 

asked to deliver:  January 23-27; March 13-17;  

May 1-5; June 12-16; July 31-August 4; September 18-

22; November 6-10 and December 25-29. 

 

 

 

 

 



DRAWING CONTEST WINNERS  
     The winners of this year’s “Keep Christ in 

Christmas” drawing contest sponsored by the Knights 

of Columbus were selected by vote of the Knights at 

their December meeting. 

In Preschool through Third Grade: First Place 

($20) Landon Hoeflicker; Second Place ($15) Marie 

Campbell; Third Place ($10) Jett Haverman.  

In Fourth through Sixth Grade: First Place ($20) 

Maggie Iles, Second Place ($15) Kaleb Gassen, Third 

Place ($10) Ethan S. Campbell. 

Congratulations to all of them.  The prizes will be 

presented this Sunday.  

 

PENANCE SERVICE IN  

CARROLLTON THIS SUNDAY 
     In spiritual preparation for Christmas there will be 

opportunity for private confession as part of the 

Advent Penance Service at 3pm this afternoon, 

December 18, at Saint Mary’s Church in Carrollton – 

211 E. Shanklin Street.  

Confessions are also available here at Saint Mary’s 

anytime by personal request to the pastor.  

 

ADVENT WREATH PRAYERS FOR HOME USE 

PRAYER FOR THE FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 
     Father of our Lord Jesus, Christ, ever faithful to 

your promises and ever close to your church: as we 

enter this final week of preparation for Christmas, help 

us to more deeply understand what Christmas truly 

celebrates.  Help us to enjoy all the fun and festivities 

of this season but to see beyond their surface to the 

deeper meaning of Christ’s birth which brought new 

hope and healing to humanity.  

As we come to the end of this Advent, prepare our 

hearts so that we may know the peace and joy which 

comes from union with your only begotten son.  

We ask this through our Lord Jesus, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and 

ever.                                                                 Amen. 
 

FINAL CONFESSIONS FOR CHRISTMAS 
There will be an opportunity for the Sacrament of 

Confession on the morning of Christmas Eve.  

Confessions will begin at 11am and be heard for as 

long as – but only for as long as – persons come into 

the Confessional.   

Confessions will not be heard prior to the 4pm 

Mass next Saturday, Christmas Eve.  Confessions are 

available every other weekend of the year before and 

after the Saturday 4pm Mass and anytime by personal 

request to the pastor.  

DO YOU ENJOY GETTING PEOPLE TOGETHER? 
Are you the sort of person who thinks it’s important 

to gather family and friends for social events?  Do you 

enjoy doing the work of making such gatherings 

happen?  If so- you are invited to join our parish “Fun 

Committee”. 

Coming together and spending time with each 

other is an important part of connecting people and 

building up the parish family.  That is what the “Fun 

Committee” does. 

If you are willing to help – talk to a member of the 

committee: Kim Mason, Sandy May, Hazel Nuelle, 

Karen Schroeder, Rhonda Smith or Lisa Kuecker.  

If you don’t happen to know any of these ladies, 

just phone the Parish Office and we’ll put you in 

contact with them.  Men are also needed.  

 
 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL UPDATE  
Thanks to those parishioners who have already 

responded to this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal in 

support of Bishop Johnston and the various ministries 

of our diocese.  

As set by the diocese, our parish goal this year is 

$10,000.  As of December 5, 33 pledges have been 

made.  Totaling $9,946 which is 99% of our goal.   

You should have received a letter from Bishop 

Johnston asking for your support.  Additional response 

envelopes are available in the church.  When 

responding, make sure they know you are a member of 

Saint Mary’s in Higginsville. 
 

The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to 

combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual 

abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse: 1. Call the 

Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18) and 2. Contact your local law 

enforcement agency or call 911, and 3. After reporting to these civil 

and law enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual abuse of a 

minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, at 

816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves 

a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas 

City- St Joseph.  The Diocese has a sincere commitment to 

providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and 

their families. Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim 

Assistance Coordinator, at 816.392.0011 or 

true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 

ADVENT PROGRAM WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 
The Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study is 

doing a video series and discussion focused on Advent.  

Mass is available in the church at 6:00pm.  A simple 

supper is served in the Lower Meeting Room at 

6:30pm.  Discussion from 7pm-8pm.  Everyone 

invited.  



MINISTERS OF THE CHALICE  
Since early in the COVID pandemic, Communion 

at Mass has been permitted only under the form of 

consecrated bread.  But now Bishop Johnston is 

permitting parishes the possibility of returning to Holy 

Communion under both forms of consecrated bread 

and wine.   

The first step will be to see how many Ministers of 

Holy Communion want to take part.  

Thus, if you are a Minister of Holy Communion 

willing to receive and distribute the Precious Blood 

using a shared chalice contact the Parish Office to 

volunteer.  Realize this means that after everyone else 

has received from the chalice, it will be your 

responsibility to consume whatever Precious Blood 

remains, then using a little water to pick up any 

droplets of wine, drink it and dry the cup.  

If you are good with this, notify the Parish Office 

660-584-3038 and let us know which Masses (Saturday 

or Sunday or either) you are willing to assist at.  

Or if you are not presently a Minister of Holy 

Communion but willing to take the training to become 

a Minister of the Chalice in order to do this, let us 

know.  

 

DECEMBER STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE 
In “preparing the way of the Lord” we are called to 

live lives worthy of what God calls us to be.  We are 

called to be grateful for and generous with the gifts that 

God has given us and live as an example for others. 

Living a life of stewardship means not only being 

responsible for oneself, but for others as well.  

  

ASSISTANTS WANTED FOR  

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
We will be having three Christmas Masses – 4pm 

and 7pm on Christmas Eve and 10:30am on Christmas 

morning.   

Because Christmas is a special time when people 

have various family obligations, rather than assign 

Mass assistants there is a sign-up sheet that can be 

found on the table behind the east pews.  Please help if 

you can.  

 

‘GIVING TREE’ THANK YOU 
Many Thanks! To all who took a tag form our 

‘Advent Giving Tree’ to provide a Christmas gift to all 

child served by the local Food Pantry.  May the 

knowledge that you have gifted a child in need at 

Christmas add to your joy throughout this Christmas 

time.  

 

“EARLY BIRD” TICKETS TO  

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 
The Catholic Bishops of the United States in 

conjunction with the ongoing years of Eucharistic 

Revival will host a National Eucharistic Congress in 

Indianapolis come July 17-21 in the year 2024.  

Pre-purchase tickets (costing $200) for the events 

of the congress – are available until this Tuesday, 

December 20.  If interested, contact the Parish Office.  

When open enrollment begins tickets will be $350. 

Hotels convenient to the site are being reserved for 

early registrants.  The ticket is only for admission to 

the events of the congress. Attendees will have to pay 

for their own hotel, transportation and food expenses.  

 

RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT COLLECTION THANKS 
Thanks to all who generously donated towards the 

support of our devoted brothers and sisters in Christ.  

We collected $680 at last weekend’s Mass.  

 

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

The writings of the prophets invite us to find 

renewed strength in times of trial by contemplating the 

all-powerful God who created the universe.  Yet God’s 

infinite power does not lead us to flee his fatherly 

tenderness, because in him affection and strength are 

joined.  Indeed, all sound spirituality entails both 

welcoming divine love and adoration, confident in the 

Lord because of his infinite power.  In the Bible, the 

God who liberates and saves is the same God who 

created the universe, and these two divine ways of 

acting are intimately and inseparably connected: “Ah 

Lord God! It is you who made the heavens and the 

earth by your great power and by your outstretched 

arm! Nothing is too hard for you… You Brought your 

people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs and 

wonders” (Jer 32:17,21).  “The Lord is the everlasting 

God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not 

faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.  

He gives power to the faint and strengthens the 

powerless” (Is 40:28b-29).  
Laudato Si #73 


