
December 25th, 2022 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

 

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord Christmas Day (Lect. 16) 
 John begins his Gospel with the same words that begin the Bible itself, bringing to mind the creation of the 
world.  According to Genesis, God’s first gift to the world was light, but darkness remained.  Very soon after God 
created human beings, the darkness of sin entered the world as well.  The light and the darkness have always 
coexisted.  With the birth of Christ came a different kind of light, a light that can overcome these darknesses. Where 
human beings have brought sin and injustice, the light of Christ brings mercy and justice.  Where we have brought 
hate and discord, the light of Christ brings love and peace.   Where we have brought apathy and despair, the light of 
Christ brings joy and hope.   Where we have brought suffering and death, the light of Christ brings compassion and 
eternal life. No longer are we imprisoned by our sins or by the evil in the world.  We live in the light of Christ, which 
enlightens everyone, which exposes the truth, and which reveals the true holiness of all of God’s creation.  How can 
you spread Christ’s light in your family, your town, the world?  

 

  

DO YOU RECEIVE OUR EMAILS? 
Infrequently from the Parish Office we send a 

general email about a parish event happening.  

(Such as the Mass times for a Holy Day.)  If you 

use email but have not been receiving these let us 

know how to contact you.  Please use the contact 

information at the top of this page.  

  

TO FIND OUR PARISH MASS  

ON THE INTERNET 
Go to YouTube.com then search for 

SaintMary’sHigginsvilleMO there is also a link from 

our parish website www.stmarysinhigginsville.org  
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BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 

Monday, December 26 – 8:00am  
SAINT STEPHEN the FIRST MARTYR As recorded in The Acts of the Apostles, Stephen was one of the first Deacons.  His 

preaching about Christ caused him to be killed by the enemies of Jesus. The commemoration of his martyrdom immediately 

after Christmas Day is a reminder that the coming of Christ has serious implications.  

Communion Service 

Tuesday, December 27 – 8:00am 
SAINT JOHN the EVANGELIST Author of the Gospel which bears his name, three of the Epistles and the Book of 

Revelation.  He is called ‘The Beloved Disciple’ because of his closeness to Jesus who, while dying on the Cross, commended 

his mother Mary into John’s care.   

     Communion Service  

Wednesday, December 28 – 6:00pm in the evening 
SLAUGHTER of the HOLY INNOCENTS Commemoration of the children of Bethlehem killed by command of King Herod 

in an attempt to exterminate the newborn “King of the Jews” whom the Maji had told him about.  Similar to the 

commemoration of the Martyrdom of Stephen this day is a reminder that there are malevolent forces violently opposed to the 

message of Christ.  

     Dorothy Levy R.I.P. by Mary Rehmsmeyer  

Thursday, December 29  – 8:00am  

10:30am Funeral Mass for the Repose of the Soul of Jim Rehmsmeyer  

Friday, December 30 – 8:00am   
FEAST of the HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY and JOSEPH The celebration of family and in particular the Holy Family 

is a traditional part of the Christmas Season.  IN most years this is celebrated on the first Sunday after Christmas but this year is 

moved because the coming Sunday is New Year’s Day kept by Catholics as a day honoring Mary’s title “Mother of God” and 

praying for peace in the world.   

Mary Grechus by Jack & Kelly Geringer  

Saturday, December 31 – 4:00pm New Year’s Eve 

John Hagerty R.I.P. by Mike & Jane Perrine 

Sunday, January 1 – 10:30am     NEW YEAR’S DAY      Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God  

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat. Dec. 24 Volunteers 

Sun. Dec. 25 Volunteers 

Sat. Dec. 31 Bob Quarti 

Gary Starke 

Sandy May Peggy 

Singh 

Bill Wallpe Lisa Kuecker Josie McDermed 

Sun. Jan. 1 Chris Kaiser 

Marty Bell 

Rich Cole Hazel 

Nuelle 

Ben Mason  

Landon Hoeflicker 

Brett & Rebecca 

Hoeflicker Family 

Roger Rinne 

CHRISTMAS MASSES  
Saturday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 

4:00pm  For All Members of Saint Mary’s Living and Departed 

7:00pm  For All Members of Saint Mary’s Living and Departed 

 

Sunday, December 25 – Christmas Day 

10:30am  For All Members of Saint Mary’s Living and Departed 



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

          

Merry Christmas!  Celebrate the joy that 

comes with the birth of our Lord and Savior.  While 

you are celebrating with friends and loved ones be 

sure to spend some prayerful time with God for all 

the blessings he has given all of us.  

 

Christmas Pageant Thanks! Due to unforeseen 

circumstances, I was unable to be here last Sunday 

for the 2022 Christmas Pageant.  However, thanks 

to several people the Pageant (which is posted on 

our website from 12/18/2022 Mass) was an 

adorable success!  I’d like to take the time to thank 

Rebecca Hoeflicker and all the PSR teachers that 

helped make the best of an unusual situation.  I’d 

also like to sincerely thank Heidi Morgan for the 

delicious homemade sugar cookies afterwards.  And 

last but not least a huge thanks to all the PSR 

students for their various roles.  

 

There will be NO PSR  Dec. 25th or Dec. 31st – 

We will resume on January 7th. Enjoy Christmas 

and New Year’s with family and friends.  

 

 

 

WEAFS ON CHRISTMAS BREAK  
The Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study is on 

break for the Days of Christmas.   They will resume 

meeting on Wednesday, January 4.  Everyone invited. 

Mass is available in the church at 6:00pm.  A 

simple Supper is served in the Lower Meeting Room at 

6:30pm.  Discussion from 7-8pm.  

 

 

LAST DAY OF CHRISTMAS PARTY – DEC 7 
     All adults of the parish are invited to a social 

gathering after Mass on Saturday, December 7, to 

celebrate the close of the Christmas Season and ring-

down-the-curtain on the long years of service provided 

to our parish by Virginia Graham as organist at Mass.  

 

DECEMBER STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE 
In “preparing the way of the Lord” we are called to 

live lives worthy of what God calls us to be.  We are 

called to be grateful for and generous with the gifts that 

God has given us and live as an example for others. 

Living a life of stewardship means not only being 

responsible for oneself, but for others as well.  

From the Pastor’s Desk December 25, 2022       

Dear Parishioners, 

     

Blessed Christmas! May you have a peaceful and 

meaningful celebration of Christmas.  Christmas for 

Catholics is not just a day but a season which lasts a 

traditional twelve days, the plan being that instead of 

cramming Christmas Day full- like an overloaded 

pressure cooker- it is a season of celebration that flows 

at a leisurely pace.  

Prayerful condolences to the family and friends of 

Jim Rehmsmeyer who died of a heart attack last week.  

The family has postponed his funeral mass until this 

coming Thursday Dec. 29th here at St. Mary’s at 

10:30am.  Visitation will be Wednesday Dec. 28th from 

6-7pm at Kaiser Weigers Funeral Home.   

This coming weekend will be New Year’s Eve and 

Day for which we will be doing our regular mass 

schedule Saturday at 4pm and Sunday 10:30am. 

Remember the weekend after that will be Epiphany 

and as we have done for a few years we will have a 

social gathering for adults after the Saturday Mass.  

Soup, salad, a prize winning chili, wine and beer are on 

the menu.   

But most importantly this year the party will be in 

honor of Virginia Graham; to thank her for the many 

years of service as our volunteer organist at Mass, a 

position that she feels she needs to retire from.   

 

Peace and Blessings, Joy, and Love in the Lord! 

Father Tom Hawkins 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS IN 2023 
The Higginsville Senior Center has published the 

schedule for Meals on Wheels in 2023.  Our parish is 

asked to deliver:  January 23-27; March 13-17;  

May 1-5; June 12-16; July 31-August 4; September 18-

22; November 6-10 and December 25-29.  Attention 

Meals on Wheels Drivers all volunteers need to show 

up between 10:15-10:30am.  January through March 

there will be no Friday deliveries.  

 

SHORT NOTICE BACK-UP DRIVERS WANTED 
     Sometimes, with little or no notice, the Higginsville 

Senior Center needs a driver to deliver Meals on 

Wheels.  Perhaps a scheduled driver became ill, or 

didn’t show up, or whatever.  On such occasions a 

backup driver, willing to jump-in on short notice is 

needed.  If that might be you on occasion – phone Kim 

at the Senior Center (660-584-7040) and let her know 

if you might be available.   

 



THANKS TO OUR CHRISTMAS 

PAGEANT PRODUCERS  
Thanks to all who took part in our Christmas 

Pageant on Sunday, December 18.  It can be viewed on 

our website www.stmarysinhigginsville.org , where the 

weekly Masses are posted via Youtube.com.   

A special thanks to Rebecca Hoeflicker who 

organized and directed the pageant.  Thanks to those 

adults who helped with costumes and guiding the kids 

where they needed to be when they needed to be there.   

Thank you to Hazel Nuelle, Kim Mason and Heidi 

Morgan for helping with the cookies and hot-chocolate 

after the program.   All the PSR students who provided 

their various talents, reading, acting, instrumental 

music and singing thanks so much for keeping Christ 

in Christmas! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.stmarysinhigginsville.org/


THANK YOU CHRISTMAS DECORATORS 
     “It takes a village to raise a child”, goes an old 

African proverb.  It almost takes a village to put up our 

church Christmas decorations.  Thanks to those who 

did the work this year: Marty Bell, Tre Ellison, Mike 

Esser, Father Tom Hawkins, Teresa Hoeppner, Janet 

Hoeflicker, Kim Kirchner, Jace Rankin, Kalani 

Rankin, Mike Ryun, Rhonda Smith, Carol Summerlin, 

Josh Thompson, and Elisa Vanderpool.  And ‘Thanks! 

To those who served the lunch to the volunteers before 

work began: Dorothy Bell, Teresa Hoeppner and Hazel 

Nuelle.  

Lots of help will be needed to take it down and put 

it away after Mass on Sunday, January 8.  Until then, 

let’s enjoy all the Days of Christmas.  

 

DRAWING CONTEST WINNERS  
     The winners of this year’s “Keep Christ in 

Christmas” drawing contest sponsored by the Knights 

of Columbus were selected by vote of the Knights at 

their December meeting. 

In Preschool through Third Grade: First Place 

($20) Landon Hoeflicker; Second Place ($15) Marie 

Campbell; Third Place ($10) Jett Haverman.  

In Fourth through Sixth Grade: First Place ($20) 

Maggie Iles, Second Place ($15) Kaleb Gassen, Third 

Place ($10) Ethan S. Campbell. 

Congratulations to all of them.   

 

MINISTERS OF THE CHALICE  
Since early in the COVID pandemic, Communion 

at Mass has been permitted only under the form of 

consecrated bread.  But now Bishop Johnston is 

permitting parishes the possibility of returning to Holy 

Communion under both forms of consecrated bread 

and wine.  The first step will be to see how many 

Ministers of Holy Communion want to take part.  

Thus, if you are a Minister of Holy Communion 

willing to receive and distribute the Precious Blood 

using a shared chalice contact the Parish Office to 

volunteer.  Realize this means that after everyone else 

has received from the chalice, it will be your 

responsibility to consume whatever Precious Blood 

remains, then using a little water to pick up any 

droplets of wine, drink it and dry the cup.  

If you are good with this, notify the Parish Office 

660-584-3038 and let us know which Masses (Saturday 

or Sunday or either) you are willing to assist at.  

Or if you are not presently a Minister of Holy 

Communion but willing to take the training to become 

a Minister of the Chalice in order to do this, let us 

know.  

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL UPDATE  
Thanks to those parishioners who have already 

responded to this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal in 

support of Bishop Johnston and the various ministries 

of our diocese.  

As set by the diocese, our parish goal this year is 

$10,000.  As of December 12, 33 pledges have been 

made.  Totaling $9,946 which is 99% of our goal.   

You should have received a letter from Bishop 

Johnston asking for your support.  Additional response 

envelopes are available in the church.  When 

responding, make sure they know you are a member of 

Saint Mary’s in Higginsville. 
 
 

The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to 

combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual 

abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse: 1. Call the 

Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18) and 2. Contact your local law 

enforcement agency or call 911, and 3. After reporting to these civil 

and law enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual abuse of a 

minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, at 

816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves 

a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas 

City- St Joseph.  The Diocese has a sincere commitment to 

providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and 

their families. Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim 

Assistance Coordinator, at 816.392.0011 or 

true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 
 

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

The experience of the Babylonian captivity 

provoked a spiritual crisis which led to deeper faith in 

God.  Now his creative omnipotence was given pride 

of place in order to exhort the people to regain their 

hope in the midst of the wretched predicament.  

Centuries later, in another age of trial and persecution, 

when the Roman Empire was seeking to impose 

absolute dominion, the faithful would once again find 

consolation and hope in a growing trust in the all-

powerful God: “Great and wonderful are your deeds, O 

Lord God the Almighty!  Just and true are your ways!”  

(Rev 15:3).  The God who create the universe out of 

nothing can also intervene in this world and overcome 

every form of evil. Injustice is not invincible.  
Laudato Si #74 


