
January 1, 2023 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

 

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God (Lect. 18) 
 After their rescue from slavery in Egypt, the Chosen People prepared to embark on a long and difficult 
journey through the desert to the promised land.  To mark this new beginning, Aaron and his sons called down God’s 
blessings, God’s favor, and God’s peace upon the people.  Centuries later, Jesus’ birth represented an even greater 
new beginning:  Through Mary, God became incarnate in our world.  The shepherds were so excited by the news that 
they rushed to the stable to find the child who was Christ and Lord and tell everyone what they had heard.  How 
appropriate we celebrate this new beginning on New Year’s Day, the day that marks the start of a new year, a time 
when we look forward to the promise of a clean slate, resolve to make changes in our lives, and renew our hope in 
God’s promise to humankind: that Jesus was born into this world to live with us, to die for us, and to save us from our 
sins. Mary humbly, selflessly, and obediently bore Christ to the world.  May we follow her example in this new year 
and bear Christ to God’s children in our own little corner of the world.  How can you bring hope and joy to others by 
bearing Christ to the world?  

 

DO YOU RECEIVE OUR EMAILS? 
Infrequently from the Parish Office we send a 

general email about a parish event happening.  

(Such as the Mass times for a Holy Day.)  If you 

use email but have not been receiving these let us 

know how to contact you.  Please use the contact 

information at the top of this page.  

  

TO FIND OUR PARISH MASS  

ON THE INTERNET 
Go to YouTube.com then search for 

SaintMary’sHigginsvilleMO there is also a link from 

our parish website www.stmarysinhigginsville.org  
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BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 
Saturday, December 31 – 4:00pm New Year’s Eve 

John Hagerty R.I.P. by Mike & Jane Perrine 

Sunday, January 1 – 10:30am     NEW YEAR’S DAY      Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God  

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

Monday, January 2 – 8:00am  
SAINT BASIL the GREAT  A great preacher who became bishop of Caesarea.  An opponent of the Arian heresy which taught that Jesus was 

not divine.  Authored a rule for monks and the prayers which are the source for our Eucharistic Prayer IV.  Died in 379 

SAINT GREGROY NAZIANZEN  Known for his outstanding teaching abilities and eloquence.  As Patriarch of Constantinople he also 

opposed the Arian heresy which was favored by the emperor of the time, Valens, who pressured both Gregory and Basil. Died 389.  

Communion Service 

Tuesday, January 3 – 8:00am 
FEAST of the MOST HOLY NAME of JESUS  This day of Christmas honors the name that the angel Gabriel instructed be given to the child 

of Mary.  Jesus is an English form of the Hebrew Yeshua which means “God Saves”. 

     Mary Grechus R.I.P. by Pat Jenkins  

Wednesday, January 4 – 6:00pm in the evening 
SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON Raised a strict Episcopalian, she married and had five children.  When her husband’s business failed and 

he became seriously ill, they went to live in Italy as it was more affordable.  It was there she experienced Catholicity in action and was led to 

become Catholic in 1805 because of the belief in the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, devotion to the Blessed Mother and conviction 

that the Catholic Church was the one church founded by Christ and built upon the Apostles.  As Mother Seton went on to found a religious 

community for women, opened the first American parish school and established the first American Catholic orphanage.  Died in 1821.  

     Deceased members of the Bell Family R.I.P. by Anita Parker   

Thursday, January 5  – 8:00am  
SAINT JOHN NEUMAN  A missionary from Bohemia he became bishop of Philadelphia.  A great organizer known for his holiness and 

learning, he built up the diocesan school system.  Died in 1860.  

Dorothy Levy R.I.P. by Mary Rehmsmeyer   

Friday, January 6 – 8:00am   
SAINT ANDREW BESSETTE  A member of the Brothers of the Holy Cross he spent decades performing the most humble tasks – janitor, 

barber, gardener, infirmarian – with the greatest charity and patience.  He took Saint Joseph as his model and spread devotion to him.  He 

acquired a wide reputation as a healer of all sorts of diseases and problems through the intercession of Saint Joseph.  When Brother Andrew 

died in 1937, one million people came to pay their respects.   

John Hagerty R.I.P. by Mike and Jane Perrine 

Saturday, January 7 – 4:00pm New Year’s Eve 
SAINT RAYMOND of PENYAFORT  He preferred solitude and scholarship but his great abilities caused leadership roles in 

the Church to be thrust upon him.  This included updating the Canon Law of the Church and leading the Dominican Order.  

Died in 1275 

Paul Daniels by Mike Esser  

Sunday, January 8 – 10:30am     EPHIPHANY   The end of the Christmas Season   

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat. Dec. 31 Bob Quarti 

Gary Starke 

Sandy May Peggy 

Singh 

Bill Wallpe Lisa Kuecker Josie McDermed 

Sun. Jan. 1 Chris Kaiser 

Marty Bell 

Rich Cole Hazel 

Nuelle 

Ben Mason  

Landon Hoeflicker 

Brett & Rebecca 

Hoeflicker Family 

Roger Rinne 

Sat. Jan 7 Lisa Kuecker 

Bill Summerlin 

Carol 

Summerlin 

Howard 

Goring 

Bob Brown Sandy May Sandy May  

Sun. Jan 8 Nick Rankin 

Roger Rinne 

Marty Bell Kim 

Mason 

Grayson 

Thompson & 

Maggie Iles 

Roger Rinne Haverman 

Family  



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

          

NO PSR THIS WEEKEND JANUARY 1st  

We will resume on January 7th. Enjoy New 

Year’s with family and friends.  

 

 

 

W.E.A.F.S. RESUMES THIS WEDNESDAY  
The Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study has 

been on break for the Days of Christmas, but resumes   

on Wednesday, January 4.  Everyone invited. 

Mass is available in the church at 6:00pm.  A 

simple Supper is served in the Lower Meeting Room at 

6:30pm.  Discussion from 7-8pm.  

 

SATURDAY, JAN 7- ‘LAST DAY of CHRISTMAS 

PARTY’ ALL ADULTS INVITED   
     All adults of the parish are invited to a social 

gathering after Mass on Saturday, December 7, to 

celebrate the close of the Christmas Season and ring-

down-the-curtain on the long years of service provided 

to our parish by Virginia Graham as organist at Mass. 

There will be a light supper of soups, salad, a prize 

winning chili, beer and wine.  

 

KNIGHTS MEET MONDAY  
This Monday evening, January 2, at 7pm is the 

monthly meeting of Saint Mary’s Knights of 

Columbus.  Enter by the west (small parking lot) door 

and come down to the Lower Meeting Room.  

Among things to be planned are taking down the 

Community Nativity Scene on Saturday morning, 

January 7.   

That evening the Knights will be the barkeeps at 

our “Last Day of Christmas” supper for adults of the 

parish.  

On Sunday, January 15, the Knights are sponsoring 

a Basketball Free Throw Contest for youth of the city 

ages 9-14.  

The month of January has five Sundays in it so 

there will be a Knights Holy Hour and Mass on 

Sunday, January 22.  And the Knights will cook and 

serves a Parish Brunch after Mass on January 29.   

January is also when ‘Roses for Life’ are to be 

distributed.  

For some men a great New Year’s Resolution 

would be to participate more actively in the work of 

the Council.  Help is always needed.   

From the Pastor’s Desk January 1 2023       

Dear Parishioners, 

     

Best Wishes! For a Happy, Healthy New Year! 

 

Thanks to all the volunteers who assisted at our 

Christmas Masses.  We are always in need of more 

people to assist with our weekend services as an Usher, 

Reader, or Altar Server.  To volunteer just phone the 

Parish Office and ask Kristina to put you on the 

schedule.  Training can be provided if wanted.   

 

I hope you are enjoying all the Days of Christmas.   

And I hope all adults of the parish will accept the 

invitation to our social gathering on Epiphany Eve, 

Saturday, January 7.  The Knights are bringing the 

beverages, the Fun Committee is bringing the food, 

and compliments of Mike Esser – who won a chili-

cook off contest in Lexington – you will have a chance 

to sample Mike’s prize winning chili.  

But most importantly we will all be showing our 

love and appreciation to Virginia Graham who says it’s 

time for her to give up playing the organ at weekend 

Masses.  

 

Peace and Blessings, Joy, and Love in the Lord! 

Father Tom Hawkins 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS IN 2023 
The Higginsville Senior Center has published the 

schedule for Meals on Wheels in 2023.  Our parish is 

asked to deliver:  January 23-27; March 13-17;  

May 1-5; June 12-16; July 31-August 4; September 18-

22; November 6-10 and December 25-29.  Attention 

Meals on Wheels Drivers all volunteers need to show 

up between 10:15-10:30am.  January through March 

there will be no Friday deliveries.  

 

BASKETBALL FREE THROW CONTEST – JAN 15 
The Knights of Columbus are organizing a 

Basketball Free Throw Contest on Sunday, January 15, 

from 1pm to 4pm.  This is open to all youth of the 

area- boys and girls, ages 9 to 14.  This is mostly just 

for fun but there will be prizes.  

This will be in the gym at the Higginsville Senior 

Center (15th and Walnut) from 1 to 4om.  This is Free 

and you don’t have to preregister.  Anyone 9 to 14 who 

wants to participate just has to show up.   

This is under the leadership of Josh Thompson who 

invites other Knights to come and help organize the 

event.  

 



KNIGHTS TAKE DOWN  

COMMUNITY NATIVITY SATURDAY  
This coming Saturday, January 7, the Knights of 

Columbus will dismantle and return to storage the 

Community Nativity Scene.  This will be at 9am at the 

corner of Hwy 13 and FF.  Men and trucks to transport 

the figures will be needed.   

Again the Knights thank John Knox East for 

permitting the use of their property and hope the 

Nativity Scene has been a blessing to all who saw it.  

 

JKV WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY IN JANUARY 
     Members of the Higginsville Ministerial Fellowship 

take turns leading a Bible Study at John Knox Village 

on Wednesdays from 10:15 am to 10:45am.  This 

month of January the sessions will be led by our pastor 

Father Tom Hawkins.  This will be the in Gathering 

Space on the Meyer Care side of the complex.  

Everyone welcome.  

 

WE HAVE REACHED OUR ACA GOAL! 
Thanks to those parishioners who responded to this 

year’s Annual Catholic Appeal in support of Bishop 

Johnston and the various ministries of our diocese.  

As set by the diocese, our parish goal this year is 

$10,000.  As of December 18, 34 pledges have been 

made.  Totaling $9,996 which is very close to 100% of 

our goal.   

Thanks to all who took part.  

 

HELP NEEDED TO PUT AWAY  

CHRISTMAS NEXT SUNDAY  
The Days of Christmas come to a close next 

Sunday, January 8, with the arrival of the Maji on the 

Feast of the Epiphany.  Following Sunday Mass help 

will be needed to take down and pack away our 

Christmas decorations.  A pizza lunch will be served in 

the Lower Meeting Room before work begins.   

There will be some heavy lifting and hauling so 

men as well as women are needed.  Taking things apart 

usually goes quicker than setting them up but it will 

take about a dozen adults working for 2+ hours to get it 

all done.  Work carefully, so things don’t get broken.  

Label things clearly so they can be found next year.  

If you can lend a hand – please come. Just show up 

and pitch in.    

 

 

 

 

ALTAR SOCIETY MEETS TUESDAY 
This Tuesday, January 3, at 6pm the Altar and 

Rosary Society will meet in the Upper Meeting Room.  

Enter by the back door of the church. 

Among items to be discussed are plans for the “Last 

Day of Christmas Party” on Saturday, January 7, 

honoring Virginia Graham’s years of service to our 

parish as volunteer organist.  

 

SHORT NOTICE BACK-UP DRIVERS WANTED 
     Sometimes, with little or no notice, the Higginsville 

Senior Center needs a driver to deliver Meals on 

Wheels.  Perhaps a scheduled driver became ill, or 

didn’t show up, or whatever.  On such occasions a 

backup driver, willing to jump-in on short notice is 

needed.  If that might be you on occasion – phone Kim 

at the Senior Center (660-584-7040) and let her know 

if you might be available.   
 
 

The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to 

combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual 

abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse: 1. Call the 

Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18) and 2. Contact your local law 

enforcement agency or call 911, and 3. After reporting to these civil 

and law enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual abuse of a 

minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, at 

816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves 

a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas 

City- St Joseph.  The Diocese has a sincere commitment to 

providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and 

their families. Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim 

Assistance Coordinator, at 816.392.0011 or 

true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

A spirituality which forgets God as all-powerful and 

Creator is not acceptable.  That is how we end up 

worshipping earthly powers, or ourselves usurping the 

place of God, even to the point of claiming an 

unlimited right to trample his creation underfoot.  The 

best way to restore men and women to their rightful 

place, putting an end to their claim to absolute 

dominion over the earth, is to speak once more of the 

figure of a Father who creates and who alone owns the 

world. Otherwise, human beings will always try to 

impose their own laws and interests on reality.   
Laudato Si #75 


