
January 8, 2023 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

 

 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord (Lect. 20) 
Where do you suppose the magi expected to end up when they began their journey from the east?  A 

bright star like the one they had seen at its rising was regarded as a sign that a great ruler was born.  As 
they traveled, they must have marveled at this especially bright star growing brighter and brighter each 
night as they drew closer to Bethlehem.  We are told that their initial destination, however, was nearby 
Jerusalem.  Of course! It was the most prominent city in the area, the capital of Judea, the site of the 
temple, the home of the king. Where else would they look for a newborn ruler as powerful as this star?  But 
God’s signs are rarely as straightforward as we would like.  Much as David was the unexpected choice 
among Jesse’s sons, the Son of David was not found where the magi expected – not in Herod’s home, not in 
a palace, not in Jerusalem at all. They found the newborn king in a feeding trough, in a stable, in the last 
place they would have expected.  Before his death, Jesus himself surprises his disciples as to where they 
can find him, telling them he is found in the least among them.  Then and now, he can be found where we 
least expect him.  May we reorient our vision.  Where can you look for Christ?  Have others found Christ 
within you?  
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BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 
Saturday, January 7 – 4:00pm New Year’s Eve 

SAINT RAYMOND of PENYAFORT  He preferred solitude and scholarship but his great abilities caused 

leadership roles in the Church to be thrust upon him.  This included updating the Canon Law of the Church and 

leading the Dominican Order.  Died in 1275 

Paul Daniels by Mike Esser  

Sunday, January 8 – 10:30am     EPHIPHANY   The end of the Christmas Season   

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

Monday, January 9 – 8:00am  

FEAST of the BAPTISM of the LORD  In most years this Feast Day which marks the beginning of the Public 

Ministry of Jesus falls on a Sunday.  In terms of the Liturgical Year, it marks the beginning of Ordinary Time which 

this year is focused on the Gospel of Matthew.  

Communion Service 

Tuesday, January 10 – 8:00am 

     Robert Bell R.I.P. by Anita Parker  

Wednesday, January 11 – 6:00pm in the evening 
     Jim Rehmsmeyer R.I.P. by Sandra May    

Thursday, January 12  – 8:00am  

John Hagerty R.I.P. by Mike & Jane Perrine   

Friday, January 13 – 8:00am   

SAINT HILARY  A married man and convert from paganism he became bishop of Poitiers in France and a leading 

opponent of the Arian heresy which denied the divinity of Christ.  Died in 367. 

Dorothy & Bob Levy R.I.P. by Sandra May  

Saturday, January 14 – 4:00pm  

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

Sunday, January 15 – 10:30am     Second Sunday in Ordinary Time    

Mary Rinne R.I.P. by Darrel & Juanita Rinne   

 

 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat. Jan 7 Lisa Kuecker 

Bill Summerlin 

Carol 

Summerlin 

Howard 

Goring 

Bob Brown Sandy May Sandy May  

Sun. Jan 8 Nick Rankin 

Roger Rinne 

Marty Bell Kim 

Mason 

Grayson 

Thompson & 

Maggie Iles 

Roger Rinne Haverman 

Family  

Sat. Jan 14 Bill Wallpe 

Gary Starke 

Sandy May Mike 

Deamos 

Howard Goring Lisa Kuecker Mike & Gail 

Deamos 

Sun. Jan 15 Benny & Nancy 

Spain 

Rhonda 

Smith 

Gretchen 

Cowherd 

Luke Iles 

Landon Hoeflicker 

Brent & Rebecca 

Hoeflicker  

Gretchen & 

Olivia Cowherd 

DO YOU RECEIVE OUR EMAILS? 
Infrequently from the Parish Office we send a 

general email about a parish event happening.  

(Such as the Mass times for a Holy Day.)  If you 

use email but have not been receiving these let us 

know how to contact you.  Please use the contact 

information at the top of this page.  

  

TO FIND OUR PARISH MASS  

ON THE INTERNET 
Go to YouTube.com then search for 

SaintMary’sHigginsvilleMO there is also a link from 

our parish website www.stmarysinhigginsville.org  



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

          

WELCOME BACK!!!! We have started up our 

second semester of PSR.  So happy to hear about all 

the wonderful Christmas and New Year activities:). 

 

FOCUS FOR JANUARY  The Apostles Creed 

is the family focus for the month of January.  Please 

work together to learn the meaning and memorize 

this powerful prayer that professes the main tenants 

of our Catholic faith.  

Apostles Creed  

I believe in God 

The Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth;  

And in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

Born of the Virgin Mary; 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried 

He descended into hell 

On the third day He rose again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven,  

And is seated at the right hand of God the  

Father Almighty; 

From there He will come to judge the living 

and the dead 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

The holy catholic Church, 

The communion of saints, 

The forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, 

And life everlasting.  Amen 

 

 

DO YOU ENJOY GETTING PEOPLE TOGETHER  
     Are you the sort of person who thinks it’s important 

to gather family and friends for social events?  Do you 

enjoy doing the work of making such gatherings 

happen? If so – you are invited to join our parish “Fun 

Committee”. 

Coming together and spending time with each other 

is an important part of connecting people and building 

up the parish family.  That is what the “Fun 

Committee” does. 

If you are willing to help-talk to a member of the 

committee: Kim Mason, Sandy May, Hazel Nuelle, 

Karen Schroeder, Rhonda Smith or Lisa Kuecker.  

If you don’t happen to know any of these ladies, just 

phone the Parish Office and we’ll put you in contact.  

JKV WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY IN JANUARY 
     Members of the Higginsville Ministerial Fellowship 

take turns leading a Bible Study at John Knox Village 

on Wednesdays from 10:15 am to 10:45am.  This 

month of January the sessions will be led by our pastor 

Father Tom Hawkins.  This will be the in Gathering 

Space on the Meyer Care side of the complex.  

Everyone welcome.  

 

W.E.A.F.S. MEETS WEDNESDAY  
The Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study gathers 

on Wednesday evenings.  This is an informal group of 

adults under the leadership of Rhonda Smith.  There is 

usually a video followed by general discussion.  

Everyone is invited.  

Mass is available in the church at 6:00pm.  A 

simple Supper is served in the Lower Meeting Room at 

6:30pm.  Discussion from 7-8pm.  

 

THIS SATURDAY  

SATURDAY, JAN 7- ‘LAST DAY of CHRISTMAS 

PARTY’ ALL ADULTS INVITED   
     All adults of the parish are invited to a social 

gathering after Mass on Saturday, December 7, to 

celebrate the close of the Christmas Season and ring-

down-the-curtain on the long years of service provided 

to our parish by Virginia Graham as organist at Mass. 

There will be a light supper of soups, salad, a prize 

winning chili, beer and wine.  

 

ORGAN AUTO PLAY TRAINEES WANTED  
We are looking for volunteers willing to take the 

simple training to run the ‘automatic play system’ on 

the Pipe Organ when needed at weekend Masses.   

If you know how to use a smart phone or can pull 

up something on a computer – YOU CAN DO THIS. 

If you enjoy punching buttons, please volunteer by 

notifying Virginia Graham: 660-584-7481 
 

 

WE HAVE REACHED OUR ACA GOAL! 
Thanks to those parishioners who responded to this 

year’s Annual Catholic Appeal in support of Bishop 

Johnston and the various ministries of our diocese. As 

set by the diocese, our parish goal this year is $10,000.  

As of December 30, 34 pledges have been made.  

Totaling $9,996 which is very close to 100% of our 

goal.  Thanks to all who took part.  

 

 

 



CALENDARS FOR 2023 AVAILABLE 
Thanks to Chris Kaiser of Kaiser-Weigers Funeral 

Home for providing calendars for the New Year listing 

Holy Days and Saints Day. They are available for the 

taking on the tables at the doors.  
 

BASKETBALL FREE THROW CONTEST  

THIS COMING SATURDAY– JAN 15 
The Knights of Columbus are organizing a 

Basketball Free Throw Contest on Sunday, January 15, 

from 1pm to 4pm.  This is open to all youth of the 

area- boys and girls, ages 9 to 14.  This is mostly just 

for fun but there will be prizes.  

This will be in the gym at the Higginsville Senior 

Center (15th and Walnut) from 1 to 4pm.  This is Free 

and you don’t have to preregister.  Anyone 9 to 14 who 

wants to participate just has to show up.   

This is under the leadership of Josh Thompson who 

invites other Knights to come and help organize the 

event.  

 

COMMUNITY CELEBRATION HONORING THE 

LIFE AND WORK OF  

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.  
Next Sunday, January 15, the Ministerial 

Fellowship of Higginsville is hosting a community-

wide Prayer Service honoring the life and work for 

social justice of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

This will be at 11am in the East Gym of the C-1 

High School.  Some congregations are cancelling the 

Sunday Service at their individual church in order to 

attend this M.L.K. Prayer Service. 

We will have our regular 10:30am Mass here next 

Sunday but all who feel that the causes which Dr. King 

promoted are still important to American society are 

encouraged to attend Saturday Mass and take part in 

the Sunday Prayer Service.  

 

 
The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual 
abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe 

or suspect sexual abuse: 1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 

1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is currently under the age of 18) and 2. 

Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and 3. After 

reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected 

sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, 
at 816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves a 

priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City- St 
Joseph.  The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and 

healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families. Please 

contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at 

816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 

 

HELP NEEDED TO PUT AWAY  

CHRISTMAS THIS SUNDAY  
The Days of Christmas come to a close this 

Sunday, January 8, with the arrival of the Maji on the 

Feast of the Epiphany.  Following Sunday Mass help 

will be needed to take down and pack away our 

Christmas decorations.  A pizza lunch will be served in 

the Lower Meeting Room before work begins.   

There will be some heavy lifting and hauling so 

men as well as women are needed.  Taking things apart 

usually goes quicker than setting them up but it will 

take about a dozen adults working for 2+ hours to get it 

all done.  Work carefully, so things don’t get broken.  

Label things clearly so they can be found next year.  

If you can lend a hand – please come. Just show up 

and pitch in.    

 

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

In the Judeo-Christian tradition, the word “creation” 

has a broader meaning than “nature,” for it has to do 

with God’s loving plan in which every creature has its 

own value and significance.  Nature is usually seen as a 

system which can be studied, understood and 

controlled, whereas creation can only be understood as 

a gift from the outstretched hand of the Father of all, 

and as a reality illuminated by the love which calls us 

together into universal communion.   

“By the word of the Lord the heavens were made” 

(Ps 33:6).  This tells us that the world came about as 

the result of a decision, not from chaos or chance, and 

this exalts it all the more.  The creating word expresses 

a free choice.  The universe did not emerge as the 

result of arbitrary omnipotence, a show of force or a 

desire for self-assertion.  Creation is of the order of 

love.  God’s love is the fundamental moving force in 

all created things: “For you love all things that exist, 

and detest none of the things that you have made; for 

you would not have made anything if you had hated it” 

(Wis 11:24).  Every creature is thus the object of the 

Father’s tenderness, who gives it its place in the world.  

Even the fleeting life of the least of beings is the object 

of his love, and in its few seconds of existence, God 

enfolds it with his affection.  Saint Basil the Great 

described the Creator as “goodness without measure,”  

While Dante Alighieri spoke of “the love which moves 

the sun and the stars.” Consequently, we can ascend 

from created things “to the greatness of God and to his 

loving mercy.” 
Laudato Si #76 &77 


