
January 15, 2023 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (Lect. 64 – Year A) 
Isaiah, Paul, and John.  Each one prepares us for the coming of the Lord.  Isaiah calls the people of Israel back 

home after many years of exile in Babylon.  But they are not the only ones.  God has made the prophet a light to the 
nations., so that salvation can reach all the way to the ends of the earth.  This sounds joyous, and it is, but it is also 
challenging.  Isaiah welcomes not just descendants of Abraham, but everyone, even enemies, even those who had 
just held them captive.  But this is the way light works.  It does not discriminate; it shines on everyone.  Paul, apostle 
to the Gentiles, knows this well.  Corinth was nearly a thousand miles from Bethlehem or Galilee or Jerusalem.  Yet its 
people were just as welcome to become Christian, to become brothers and sisters in faith, as those who could trace 
their lineage back to David.  John the Baptizer, the mystic emerging from his time in the wilderness, saw the Holy 
Spirit descend upon Jesus when he baptized him.  Like light, the Spirit illuminates the whole world.  Today we are 
called to follow their lead – shining the light of Christ, passing on the Spirit illuminates whole world.  Today we are 
called to follow their lead- shining the light of Christ, passing on the Spirit, spreading the saving grace of God 
throughout our family, our community, and our world.  Is there a situation in your life that can use God’s welcome, 
God’s grace, God’s mercy?  How can you apply those to that situation?  

 

DO YOU RECEIVE OUR EMAILS? 
Infrequently from the Parish Office we send a general 

email about a parish event happening.  (Such as the Mass 

times for a Holy Day.)  If you use email but have not been 

receiving these let us know how to contact you.  Please use 

the contact information at the top of this page.  

  

TO FIND OUR PARISH MASS  

ON THE INTERNET 
Go to YouTube.com then search for 

SaintMary’sHigginsvilleMO there is also a link from 

our parish website www.stmarysinhigginsville.org  
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BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 
Saturday, January 14 – 4:00pm  

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

Sunday, January 15 – 10:30am     Second Sunday in Ordinary Time    

Mary Rinne R.I.P. by Darrel & Juanita Rinne   

Monday, January 16 – 8:00am  

Communion Service 

Tuesday, January 17 – 8:00am 

SAINT ANTHONY  He was the first monk-hermit.  He took literally the words of Christ “Go sell all that you have 

and give to the poor.”  He then went to live in the desert a life of solitary asceticism, great personal mortification 

and prayerful peace.  When others following his example gathered around him in scattered cells they formed a sort 

of early monastery which is why gathered around him in scattered cells they formed a sort of early monastery which 

is why Anthony of the Desert is called “The father of monks”.  Died at the age of 105 in the year 356.        

Monsignor Roy William Caldwell R.I.P.   

Wednesday, January 18 – 6:00pm in the evening 
     Beginning of the Annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Olivia Bell R.I.P. by Anita Parker     

Thursday, January 19  – 8:00am  

Don and Carol Unger on their Wedding Anniversary   

Friday, January 20 – 8:00am   

SAINT FABIAN   A layman elected by the Bishop of Rome (and thus the Pope) in the year 236.  Martyred in 

January of 250 

SAINT SEBASTIAN   A member of the Roman military, who being discovered to be a Christian was shot with 

arrows so that he would die slowly and painfully.  When his friends came to bury him they found him still alive.  

After his recovery Sebastian confronted the Emperor Diocletian who had him beaten to death with clubs.  Martyred 

in 288.  

Dale Parker R.I.P. by Anita Parker  

Saturday, January 21 – 4:00pm  

SAINT AGNES  Another victim of the persecution under the Emperor Diocletian.  She was very young- perhaps 12 

or 13 – when she was killed for her Christian Faith.  

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

Sunday, January 22 – 10:30am     Third Sunday in Ordinary Time    

Jim Rehmsmeyer R.I.P. by Kathy Rehmsmeyer 

 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat. Jan 14 Bill Wallpe 

Gary Starke 

Sandy May Mike 

Deamos 

Howard Goring Lisa Kuecker Mike & Gail 

Deamos 

Sun. Jan 15 Benny & Nancy 

Spain 

Rhonda 

Smith 

Gretchen 

Cowherd 

Luke Iles 

Landon Hoeflicker 

Brent & Rebecca 

Hoeflicker  

Gretchen & 

Olivia Cowherd 

Sat. Jan 21 Lisa Kuecker 

Bob Quarti 

Howard 

Goring 

Gary 

Starke 

Mike Deamos Sandy May Bob & Judy 

Quarti 

Sun. Jan 22 Knights of Columbus  



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

          

FOCUS FOR JANUARY  The Apostles Creed 

is the family focus for the month of January.  

Apostles Creed  

I believe in God 

The Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth;  

And in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

Born of the Virgin Mary; 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried 

He descended into hell 

On the third day He rose again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven,  

And is seated at the right hand of God the  

Father Almighty; 

From there He will come to judge the living 

and the dead 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

The holy catholic Church, 

The communion of saints, 

The forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, 

And life everlasting.  Amen 

 

 

SOUPER SUPPER 
     St. Mary’s is participating in a community wide 

effort through the ministerial alliance to help our 

neighbors in need during the cold winter months.  The 

program provides free dinners throughout the last week 

of each month to individuals and families that need a 

little help.  It’s also a time for our parishioners to come 

together with our neighbors and enjoy a community 

meal.  

Our first Souper Supper for this year is scheduled 

for Wed. January 25th.  If you would like to donate 

food items to help defray the cost of this community 

service, please sign up at the back of church.  Please 

deliver your donated items to the church kitchen by 

Monday, January 23rd.  IF you would like to help with 

meal preparation we will be cooking on Tuesday 

January 24th from 5-7pm and cooking/serving  

Wednesday January 25th from 3-6:30? 

Thank you for your support! If you have any 

questions pleas contact Rhonda Smith 660-441-0341 or 

Janet Hoeflicker 660-232-1641 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk January 15, 2023       

Dear Parishioners, 

     

Thanks to those who prepared and served the 

wonderful foods at our parish Epiphany Party after 

Mass last weekend in celebration of the close of the 

Christmas Season.  

That gathering was also a celebration to ring down 

the curtain on the decades of volunteer service that 

Virginia Graham has provided to our parish decades of 

volunteer service that Virginia Graham has provided to 

our parish as organist.  

Those hosting the event were: Kim Mason, Sandy 

May, Hazel Nuelle, Karen Schroeder, Rhonda Smith, 

Carol Summerlin and Lisa Kuecker.   

Thanks to the Knights of Columbus who provided 

the wines and beers and thanks to the Knights Marty 

Bell and Chris Kaiser who tended bar.  

Also, thanks to Mike Esser who provided his chili 

which had won first place in a recent chili cook-off 

contest in Lexington.   

And thanks to those who helped do the dishes and 

clean up.  

And thank you all who volunteered to take down, 

pack up and put away our church’s Christmas 

decorations.  I have listed their names in this bulletin.   

And thank you to Father Ron Elliott who is here to 

preside at our 10:30am Mass this Sunday so that I can 

represent our parish at the Community Prayer Service 

this Sunday morning in honor of Dr. Martin Luther 

King.  

Peace and Blessings, Joy, and Love in the Lord! 

Father Tom Hawkins 

 

JKV WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY IN JANUARY 
     Members of the Higginsville Ministerial Fellowship 

take turns leading a Bible Study at John Knox Village 

on Wednesdays from 10:15 am to 10:45am.  This 

month of January the sessions will be led by our pastor 

Father Tom Hawkins.  This will be the in Gathering 

Space on the Meyer Care side of the complex.  

Everyone welcome.  

 

W.E.A.F.S. MEETS WEDNESDAY  
The Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study gathers 

on Wednesday evenings.  This is an informal group of 

adults under the leadership of Rhonda Smith.  There is 

usually a video followed by general discussion.  

Everyone is invited.  

Mass is available in the church at 6:00pm.  A 

simple Supper is served in the Lower Meeting Room at 

6:30pm.  Discussion from 7-8pm.  



THANKS TO THE UN-DECORATORS    
     Many thanks to those who helped put away our 

church’s Christmas decorations last Sunday: Barbara 

Beck, Marty Bell, Rich and Bernie Cole, Kim Mason, 

Dwaine and Marlene Edwards, Chris Kaiser, Roger 

Rinne, Karen Schroeder, Rhonda Smith, Bennie and 

Nancy Spain, John Speigelhalter, Ethan Thompson and 

Liam Thompson. 

Thanks also to Hazel Nuelle and Dorothy Bell who 

served the lunch before the work began.  

 

ORGAN AUTO PLAY TRAINEES WANTED  
We are looking for volunteers willing to take the 

simple training to run the ‘automatic play system’ on 

the Pipe Organ when needed at weekend Masses.   

If you know how to use a smart phone or can pull 

up something on a computer – YOU CAN DO THIS. 

If you enjoy punching buttons, please volunteer by 

notifying Virginia Graham: 660-584-7481 
 

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE REFUGEES 
Catholic Relief Services is on the ground in 

Ukraine and in the neighboring countries where 

refugees from the war in Ukraine are taking shelter.  

Donations can be made at: 

https://support.crs.org/donate-ukraine  

 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETS THIS WEDNESDAY, 

JANUARY 18 
Members of the Parish Council are reminded of the 

January meeting of the Council, this Wednesday 

evening at 7pm in the Lower Meeting Room.   

Members of the Saint Mary’s Parish Council are: 

Mike Esser, Presiding President; Kristina Campbell- 

Parish Secretary and Bookkeeper; Carita Trent-Social 

Outreach; Hazel Nuelle – Altar Society; Marty Bell- 

Knights of Columbus; Rhonda Smith – Adult 

Education; Steve Vettter – Youth Groups.  At Large 

Members are: Brent Cooper, Lisa Kuecker, Karen 

Schroeder, and Carita Trent.  

 

JANUARY STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 
Lord Jesus, set my heart on fire for you that I may 

give freely of the gifts, talents, and resources you give 

me, for your sake and for the work of the Gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY CELEBRATION HONORING THE 

LIFE AND WORK OF  

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.  
This Sunday, January 15, the Ministerial Fellowship 

of Higginsville is hosting a community-wide Prayer 

Service honoring the life and work for social justice of 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

This will be at 11am in the East Gym of the C-1 

High School.   

 
The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual 

abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe 
or suspect sexual abuse: 1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 

1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is currently under the age of 18) and 2. 

Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and 3. After 
reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected 

sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, 

at 816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves a 

priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City- St 

Joseph.  The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and 

healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families. Please 
contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at 

816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 

HARVESTERS FOOD DISTRIBUTION  

THIS THURSDAY 
This monthly distribution of free food from 

Harvesters is a great blessing for those households who 

need food assistance.  

That will be this Thursday, January 19, as happens 

the third Thursday of each month.  Food giveaway 

starts at 9:30am and stops at 11am.  

There is usually an abundance of fresh vegetables 

and fruit.  Sometimes canned goods and sometimes 

meat.  It depends on whatever the warehouse sends. 

There are no requirements to participate but 

participants must get a number (starting at 8am) and 

are served in numerical sequence.  

Because of COVID, volunteers place the food 

directly into the car trunk- so turnks should be cleared 

out so there is lots of space for the food supplies.   

This Harvesters Distribution happens at the First 

Assembly of God Church 1050 W 19th Street 

Higginsville 

Volunteers are need to do the set-up, distribution 

and clean-up beginning about 8am when the food 

arrives by large truck from Kansas City; it has to be 

unloaded and arranged.  Clean-up lasts until about 

1pm. 

All Help Welcome.  To volunteer- just show up 

and offer to lend a hand and you will be guided into 

what to do. 

 

 

https://support.crs.org/donate-ukraine


KNIGHTS HOLY HOUR and MASS NEXT 

SUNDAY – JANUARY 22 
The quarterly Knights Holy Hour and Knights 

Mass will be next Sunday, January 22.  A Holy Hour 

of quiet prayer in front of the Blessed Sacrament will 

begin at 9:30am.  For those who would like to use one, 

there will be prayer booklets available to borrow.  

Remember to return the booklets. 

During the Mass all the leadership roles will be 

filled by members of the local Knights of Columbus 

Council.  All men of the parish who are active 

Catholics over the age of 18 are invited to be a Knight 

of Columbus.  All men who have joined the Knights 

are expected to be active members of the council.  

 

HOME MISSIONS COLLECTION  

THIS WEEKEND  
Home mission diocese are those Catholic diocese 

in the United States, its territories, and former 

territories that cannot provide basic pastoral services 

without outside help.  Basic pastoral services include 

Mass, the sacraments, religious education, and ministry 

training for priests, deacons, religious sisters, and 

laypeople.  Nearly 40% of dioceses in the United 

States and its territories are considered home missions.  

Please prayerfully consider making a donation towards 

this cause.  

 

THANKS TO OUR KNIGHTS 
Thank you! To those Knights of Columbus who 

dismantled the Community Nativity Scene and 

returned it to storage:  Marty Bell, Rich Gole, Mike 

Ryun, Brent Schlotzhauer, Gary Starke, and Josh 

Thompson 

 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MEETS MONDAY 
Members of the Stewardship Committee will meet 

this Monday, January 16, at 6pm in the Upper Meeting 

Room on the backside of the church, enter by the south 

door. Members of the Committee are: Nancy Spain-

Chairperson; Virginia Graham, Father Tom Hawkins, 

Chris Kaiser, Kim Mason, Hazel Nuelle, John 

Spiegelhalter and Lisa Kuecker (who is the Liaison 

with the Parish Council) and anyone else who wants to 

help.  

 

 

 

 

 

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

At the same time, Judeo-Christian thought 

demythologized nature.  While continuing to admire its 

grandeur and immensity, it no longer saw nature as 

divine. In doing so, it emphasizes all the more our 

human responsibility for nature.  This rediscovery of 

nature can never be at the cost of the freedom and 

responsibility of human beings who, as part of the 

world, have the duty to cultivate their abilities in order 

to protect it and develop its potential. IF we 

acknowledge the value and the fragility of natur e and, 

at the same tiem, our God-given abilities, we can 

finally leave behind the modern myth of unlimited 

material progress.  A fragile world, entrusted by God to 

human care, challenges us to devise intelligent ways of 

directing, developing and limiting our power.  
Laudato Si #78 

 

 

 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity began in 

1908 as the Octave of Christian Unity, and focused on 

prayer for church unity. The dates of the week were 

proposed by Father Paul Wattson, co-founder of 

the Graymoor Franciscan Friars. He conceived of the 

week beginning with the Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter, 

which was then kept on the General Roman Calendar on 

January 18th - the same day that the Anglican Church 

kept the Feast of the Confession of Saint Peter - and 

concluding with the Feast of the Conversion of Saint 

Paul on January 25th. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Wattson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_of_the_Atonement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chair_of_Saint_Peter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Roman_Calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confession_of_Peter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conversion_of_Paul#Feast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conversion_of_Paul#Feast

