
January 29, 2023 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Lect. 70- Year A) 
What does it mean to be truly humble, not merely avoiding boastfulness and arrogance, and certainly not full of 

the false humility that just draws attention to itself?  To see what humility really means, let’s look at today’s readings.  
Zephaniah says those who are humble observe God’s law.  They realize that God’s law provides a better foundation 
for living than their own selfish interests.  The prophet also says that the humble and the lowly take refuge in the 
Lord.  They rely on a higher power for safety and comfort.  Saint Paul draws a clear line between those who recognize 
that their calling is from God and those who ignore that.  Those who ignore it think they are wise and strong and 
noble, and that they got this way on their own.  But those who live in Christ realize that they share in the wisdom and 
power of god, enabling them to boast in the Lord.  They acknowledge that God is the source of all our abilities and 
talents.  Jesus calls the meek and the poor in spirit, the insulted and persecuted, blessed.  They are blessed, for they 
have the humility to recognize that they are not in control of their own fates, that they must rely on God for salvation 
and satisfaction.  To be truly humble is to recognize that ultimately none of us is in control of our own success.  We 
depend on God.  How can you grow in humility? Can you recognize the blessedness of your dependence on God?  

 

DO YOU RECEIVE OUR EMAILS? 
Infrequently from the Parish Office we send a general 

email about a parish event happening.  (Such as the Mass 

times for a Holy Day.)  If you use email but have not been 

receiving these let us know how to contact you.  Please use 

the contact information at the top of this page.  

  

TO FIND OUR PARISH MASS  

ON THE INTERNET 
Go to YouTube.com then search for 

SaintMary’sHigginsvilleMO there is also a link from 

our parish website www.stmarysinhigginsville.org  



Saint Mary’s Catholic Parish                             January 29, 2023 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org_______________________________________________________________________________ 

BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 
Saturday, January 28 – 4:00pm  

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS Master of philosophy in the Middle Ages.  In his time considered a radical thinker for using 

Greek philosophy  to underpin theology.  His ‘Summa Theologica’ (summary of theology) eventually guided theology studies 

for centuries.  Some of the hymns he wrote are still used at Benediction.  Died in 1274. 

Dorothy & Bob Levy R.I.P. by Sandra May 

Sunday, January 29 – 10:30am     Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time    

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

Monday, January 30 – 8:00am            

Communion Service 

Tuesday, January 31 – 8:00am 

SAINT JOHN BOSCO  He lived in a time of great social upheaval and rapid industrialization.  Having grown up in great 

poverty, as a priest of Turin, Italy, he took a special interest in poor youth.  Founded the Salesians (the order of Saint Francis de 

Sales) dedicated to uplifting the poor through education.  He was a pioneer of vocational training so his students could find 

work to support their family. Died in 1888.  

Reverend Michael J. Gillgannon,  R.I.P.   

Wednesday, February 1 – 6:00pm in the evening 
Jim Rehmsmeyer, R.I.P. by Karen Schroeder  

Thursday, February 2  – 8:00am  

FEAST of the PRESENTATION   Forty days after Christmas, this day commemorates the parents of the infant Jesus in 

conformity with Jewish custom, taking him to the Temple of Jerusalem to dedicate him to the Lord.  

     This day is also called ‘Candlemas Day’ as it has been an ancient custom to bless on this day candles for use in homes and 

churches.  

Mary Grechus R.I.P. by Karen Schroeder  

Friday, February 3  – 8:00am   

SAINT BLAISE  An ancient tradition identifies him as a bishop of Armenia who during the persecutions of the early 300’s was 

imprisoned and eventually martyred.  While being held in a common prison, a mother brought to Blaise her young son who was 

choking to death from a fish bone lodged in his throat.  Blaise holding two candles in the shape of a cross blessed the boy and 

delivered him from danger.  It has long been a custom to bless throats on this day praying for health and deliverance from 

sickness.  

Thomas P. Hawkins, R.I.P.  Anniversary of Death  

Saturday, February 4  – 4:00pm   Diocesan Day of Prayer in Seed Time 

For God’s Blessing on all the Farmers and Gardeners of our Parish  

Sunday, February 5 – 10:30am     Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time    

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

 

*indicates minister of the cup  

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat. Jan 28  Gary Starke 

Mike Ryun  

Mike 

Esser 

Carita Trent Bill Wallpe Lisa Kuecker Dwaine & Marlene 

Edwards 

Sun. Jan 29 Mitch Bennett 

Nick Rankin 

Chris 

Kaiser 

Benny Spain Ethan & Liam 

Thompson 
The Mason 

Family 

Rick and Kathy 

Rankin 

Sat. Feb 4 Bob Quarti 

Lisa Kuecker 

Carol 

Summerlin 

Howard Goring 

 Mike Deamos* 

Bob Brown Sandy May Lisa Kuecker 

Josie McDermed 

Sun. Feb 5 Rick Rankin 

Marty Bell 

Emily 

Rhoad 

Nicky Bennett 

Kristina 

Campbell*  

Ben Mason  

Landon 

Hoeflicker 

The Iles Family Kyle & Amor 

Gassen Family  



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FREE THROW COMPETITION 2023 

Way to go Knights! Since 1972, councils have sponsored the Knights of Columbus Free Throw 

Championship for boys and girls to provide an athletic outlet and encourage the values of 

sportsmanship and healthy competition. Kids compete and progress from local level to district, regional 

and state/province competitions.  Here are some pictures of from the event!  Thanks to all the 

participants, Josh Thompson and the following Knights that made this event possible: Marty Bell, Rich 

Cole, Mike Ryun and Nick Rankin.  

    
DIOCESAN KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHAPTER RAFFLE  

The Diocesan Knights of Columbus Chapter is having a raffle to raise money for some of its 

programs/events/charities.  Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20.  First prize is $500, second prize is a 

Salvador Perez autographed picture, third price is a 3ft tall handmade crucifix.  Tickets must be 

purchased by April 1st (no foolin’).  The Drawing is April 22nd.  If you have any questions or want to 

purchase a ticket please contact Chris Kaiser at 660-232-8850.   

The following programs are supported  

 St. Mary’s Home for Mothers, Pitching for Priests (a game between the pricest of the Kc, 

MO and KC, KS diocese) Family Day at the K, Family night at Mavericks Hockey, Support 

our Seminarieans Luncheon, 5th Grade Vocations Day, RSVP (Refund to Support 

Vocations) Program, Catholic Charities, Coats for Kids, Outpace Poverty 5k run/walk and 

Food Pantries in Cameron and KC.  



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

          

The Youth Group Meeting- We have decided 

to participate in ‘Souper Bowl of Caring’ again this 

year.  It starts this weekend and will also be done 

next weekend at both Saturday and Sunday Masses.  

Food and money donations will be appreciated and 

go towards the Higginsville Food Pantry.  
 

Super Bowl Party – The youth group will have 

a Super Bowl Party hosted by Kristin and Stephen 

Vetter at their home 910 Main Street here in 

Higginsville.  Bring a snack or dessert!  

 

W.E.A.F.S. MEETS THIS WEDNESDAY 
The Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study has 

been on a two week break but resumes this Wednesday 

evening, February 1.  Mass is available at 6pm.  Light 

supper at 6:30pm.  Discussion 7pm to 8pm.  Everyone 

invited.  Come for what parts work for your schedule.  

 

COMMUNION SERVICE  

AT MEYER CARE THIS FRIDAY 
There will be a Catholic Communion Service in 

the Gathering Room of Meyer Care this coming 

Friday, February 3, at 10am. Those who have family 

members and friends  at Meyer Care and John Knox 

are asked to notify them and you are welcome to join 

them. Following Communion we usually pray five 

decades of the Rosary.  All are welcome! 

 

PENNNIES WELCOME 
There will be a Loose Change Collection after 

Masses next weekend.  All pennies, nickels, dimes and 

anything else will be welcome.  The ‘Loose Change 

Collection’ is a symbolic reminder that every donation 

makes a difference.  We recently purchased new chairs 

for the Upper Meeting Room from saving up the 

‘Loose Change’ 

 

PARISH FINANCIAL UPDATE 
As reported at the Parish Council Meeting of 

January 18 our Parish Income form July 1, 2022 to 

January 18, 2023 was $114,190.98 Our expenses for 

the same period were $103,695.33.  This gives a net 

positive value at $10,495.  Thanks to all who support 

our parish financially.  Contributing to the support of 

the Church is one of the Precepts.  Thanks to all who 

help!  

From the Pastor’s Desk January 29, 2023       

Dear Parishioners, 

     

Catholic custom has long celebrated several Blessings 

this week.  

On Thursday that will be the blessing of candles on 

Candlemas Day.  You can read about it in this bulletin.  

Starting that day and continuing through the following 

weekend, blessed candles will be available for those 

who would like to use them devoutly at home. 

 

I noticed on the television News that these days 

there are bottle candles with pictures of Chiefs football 

players looking like saints complete with halos.  We 

will not be blessing nor distributing any of those 

candles. But should you want to use your authentic 

blessed candles to pray for a Super Bowl win that’s up 

to you. 

You surely have better things to pray for don’t you?  

Speaking of which in this bulletin there is information 

about our parish Prayer Chain.  How to join it and how 

to use it.  It has been a part of our parish for a long, 

long time. 

 

Another blessing this week is the Blessing of 

Throats that happens on Saint Blaise Day. That will be 

Thursday of this week, February 3, at the end of Mass.  

 

Peace and Blessings, Joy, and Love in the Lord! 

Father Tom Hawkins 

 

SAINT MARY’S PRAYER CHAIN  
     It’s been impressive to see football players kneeling 

together to pray for an injured member of their team.   

That’s been happening here at Saint Mary’s  for a 

long time.  It happens when we kneel together at Mass 

and when members of our ‘Saint Mary’s Prayer Chain’  

pray daily for people in need and special requested 

intentions.   

The ‘Prayer Chain’ is a loose association of 

volunteers who serve the parish as a team of ‘Prayer 

Warriors’. 

The coordinator of our Parish Prayer Chain is Mrs. 

Dorothy Bell:  660-232-0858.  To volunteer to be on 

the team give her a call or when you have a special 

need of prayer let her know so she can put out the 

word.  

Some of those they are presently praying for are: 

Doris Franklin and Glenn Schlotzhauer (father of our 

parishioner Brent).  

 

 



The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual 
abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe 

or suspect sexual abuse: 1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 
1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is currently under the age of 18) and 2. 

Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and 3. After 

reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected 
sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, 

at 816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves a 

priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City- St 
Joseph.  The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and 

healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families. Please 

contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at 

816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 

ORGAN AUTO PLAY TRAINEES WANTED  
We are looking for volunteers willing to take the 

simple training to run the ‘automatic play system’ on 

the Pipe Organ when needed at weekend Masses.   

If you know how to use a smart phone or can pull 

up something on a computer – YOU CAN DO THIS. 

If you enjoy punching buttons, please volunteer by 

notifying Virginia Graham: 660-584-7481 
 

BLESSED CANDLES 
This Thursday, the Feast of the Presentation of the 

Lord, is the traditional ‘Candlemas Day’ when candles 

are blessed for church and home use. 

Even in our age of modern electric light, candles 

continue to hold a symbolic meaning bringing a sense 

of grace and dignity to any occasion.  Secular society 

uses candles on birthday cakes to represent the passage 

of years and also to create a special atmosphere by 

means of scent and subdued light. 

Originally candles were functional: such as 

providing light in the dark catacombs where burning 

votive candles honored the graves of martyrs and 

helped create a sense of the presence of the departed. 

A burning candle represents  hope in the face of 

darkness and a continuing prayer. Which is why even 

today candles are often seen burning at the scene of a 

tragic event.  

For those who like to use blessed candles at home 

a variety will be available next weekend in front of the 

shirne of Saint Joseph.  You are asked to make an 

appropriate offering to defray the expense.  

The optional use of blessed candles in a home 

before the image of Christ, Mary or another saint is a 

way to create a sense of prayerful peace and calm.  

Obviously – candles should only be used with caution 

and in safe containers.  

 

BRUNCH THIS SUNDAY 
The Knights of Columbus are offering Brunch after 

Mass this Sunday, January 29, following the 10:30am 

Mass.  There is no set charge but donations are invited.  

SUPPORT FOR THE ALTAR SOCIETY 
Each January the Altar and Rosary Society invites 

all the women of the parish to make a donation in 

support of their work.  In the place of any set amount 

of “dues” any donation is welcome.  Women 

parishioners should be receiving through the mail a 

letter from the Altar and Rosary Society about this. 

If there are any men or non-parish members who 

would like to contribute, there are envelopes available 

on the tables at the doors.  All donations are 

appreciated.  

 

DIOCESAN DAY OF PRAYER AT SEED TIME 
Bishop Johnston will celebrate a special Mass for 

farmers and gardeners  at 10am this coming Saturday, 

February 4, at the Cathedral in downtown Kansas City 

at 12th and Broadway.  People are welcome to bring 

seed from their homes, gardens or farms to receive a 

blessing.  Parishes throughout our diocese are invited 

to pray on that day for all who grow crops and plants. 

 

 

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

Yet God, who wishes to work with us and who 

counts on our cooperation, can also bring good out of 

the evil we have done.  “The Holy Spirit can be said to 

possess an infinite creativity, proper to the divine 

mind, which knows how to loosen the knots of human 

affairs, including the most complex and inscrutable.”  

Creating a world in need of development, God in some 

way sought to limit himself in such a way that many of 

the things we think of as evils, dangers or sources of 

suffering, are in reality part of the pains of childbirth 

which he uses to draw us into the act of cooperation 

with the Creator.  God is intimately present to each 

being, without impinging on the autonomy  of his 

creature, and this gives rise to the rightful autonomy of 

earthly affairs.  His divine presence, which ensures the 

subsistence and growth of each being, “continues the 

work of creation. “  The Spirit of God has filled the 

universe with possibilities and therefore, from the very 

heart of things, something new can always emerge: 

“Nature is nothing other than a certain kind of art, 

namely God’s art, impressed upon things, whereby 

those things are moved to a determinate end.  It is as if 

a shipbuilder were able to give timbers the wherewithal 

to move themselves to take the form of a ship.  
Laudato Si #80 


