
February 5, 2023 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org 

401 W. Broadway, Higginsville, MO 64037 

Phone 660-584-3038 

Father Tom Hawkins, Pastor 

Sunday Obligation Mass Times: Saturday 4pm and Sunday 10:30am 

Mass or Communion Service: Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8 am      Wed:6pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday before and after the 4pm Mass and by appointment 

Sacrament of Marriage: Contact Pastor 9 months prior 

Sacrament of Baptism: Registered parishioners call Pastor for class & date 

 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Lect. 73- Year A) 
Are you a practicing Catholic? It seems silly to ask that question here, for you are practicing your faith at this very 

moment.  “Attends Mass on Sundays” is often shorthand for “practicing Catholic.” But the word of God that we hear 
today offers a different perspective.  In this passage from Isaiah, the Lord commands us to feed the hungry, to set the 
oppressed free, to shelter the homeless, to clothe the naked.  This is what heals and vindicates us.  This is what brings 
light to the gloom.  We know from the feeling we get when we do something good for someone else that this is how 
to practice our faith.  Saint Paul was the first to admit that he brought faith to others not through his words or his 
wisdom, but through a demonstration of the Holy Spirit working through him.  Jesus calls his disciples the light of the 
world.  Their light needs to shine for all, so “that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father” 
(Matthew 5:16).  This then is a necessary part of being a practicing Catholic: doing good for those in need.  In doing 
so we practices our faith, we become vindicated in God’s eyes, and we live as God wills for us.  What will you do this 
week to shine as Christ for others, to practice your Catholic faith?  

 

 

DO YOU RECEIVE OUR EMAILS? 
Infrequently from the Parish Office we send a general 

email about a parish event happening.  (Such as the Mass 

times for a Holy Day.)  If you use email but have not been 

receiving these let us know how to contact you.  Please use 

the contact information at the top of this page.  

  

TO FIND OUR PARISH MASS  

ON THE INTERNET 
Go to YouTube.com then search for 

SaintMary’sHigginsvilleMO there is also a link from 

our parish website www.stmarysinhigginsville.org  



Saint Mary’s Catholic Parish                             February 5, 2023 
www.stmarysinhigginsville.org_______________________________________________________________________________ 

BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH CHRIST. 

Each morning members of our parish gather to read the scriptures, pray for the needs of the World and the Church and spend time in quiet 

meditation.  Because Jesus Christ is in the Mass, it is the most important thing a parish does.  
“It is the source and summit of all Christian Life” from #274 Compendium of the Catechism 

 

MASS TIMES, SAINTS DAYS and INTENTIONS 
Saturday, February 4  – 4:00pm   Diocesan Day of Prayer in Seed Time 

For God’s Blessing on all the Farmers and Gardeners of our Parish  

Sunday, February 5 – 10:30am     Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time    

For all the Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  

Monday, February 6 – 8:00am            

SAINT PAUL MIKI and COMPANION MARTYRS  Twenty-six clergy and laity were crucified in 1597 on this 

day at Nagasaki, Japan for their Christian Faith.  Miki a native of Japan preached to the people from the cross on 

which he was dying.  

Communion Service 

Tuesday, February 7 – 8:00am 

Monsignor Roy William Caldwell R.I.P.  

Wednesday, February 8 – 6:00pm in the evening 
SAINT JEROME EMILIANI  He had been a soldier of Venice but after his moral awakening he founded a 

congregation dedicated to the poor and the education of youth.  Died of plague in 1537 

SAINT JOSEPHINE BAKHITA  Born in Sudan, Africa, she was kidnaped as a child and sold into slavery.  She 

was rescued at the age of 12 when an Italian diplomat purchased her and took her to Italy to live with a family.  She 

eventually became a Catholic and a Nun and for some 50 years in various convents labored as cook, seamstress, and 

door-keeper.  She won people over by her constant sweetness of character, piety and kindness.  She died after a 

long and painful illness in 1947.  

Jim Rehmsmeyer, R.I.P. by Dorothy Bell   

Thursday, February 9  – 8:00am  

Reverend C Michael Coleman R.I.P.  

Friday, February 10  – 8:00am   

SAINT SCHOLASTICA   The twin sister of Saint Benedict who founded the Benedictine Monks, she is credited 

with founding the Benedictine Nuns dedicated to prayer and scholarship.  There is a convent of Benedictine Nuns at 

Clyde, Missouri and another at Atchison, Kansas; both places well worth visiting.  Died in 543.  

Jim Rehmsmeyer R.I.P. by Josie McDermed  

Saturday, February 11  – 4:00pm   World Day of Prayer for the Sick  

FEAST of OUR LADY of LOURDES  Commemorating the visions of Saint Bernadette at Lourdes in France in 

1858 of the Virgin Mary who identified herself as “The Immaculate Conception”.  

For all who are afflicted with illness in any way.  

Sunday, February 12 – 10:30am     Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time    

For all Saint Mary Parishioners, Living and Deceased  
 

*indicates minister of the cup  

 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

 Ushers Lector Eucharistic 

Minister 

Servers Greeters Offertory  

Gifts 

Sat. Feb. 4 Bob Quarti 

Lisa Kuecker 

Carol 

Summerlin 

Howard Goring 

 Mike Deamos* 

Bob Brown Sandy May Lisa Kuecker 

Josie McDermed 

Sun. Feb. 5 Rick Rankin 

Marty Bell 

Emily 

Rhoad 

Nicky Bennett 

Kristina 

Campbell*  

Ben Mason  

Landon 

Hoeflicker 

The Iles Family Kyle & Amor 

Gassen Family  

Sat. Feb. 11 Gary Starke 

Bill Summerlin 

Mike 

Deamos 

Peggy Singh 
Josie McDermed* 

Howard 

Goring 

Lisa Kuecker Sandy May  

 Joan Stuerke 

Sun. Feb. 12 Chris Kaiser 

Roger Rinne 

Kim 

Mason 

Rhonda Smith 

Scott Campbell* 

Grayson 

Thompson & 

Maggie Iles 

Brett & Rebecca 

Hoeflicker Family 

Roger & Janet 

Hoeflicker 



St. Mary’s Youth Corner 

 

          

The Youth Group Meeting- We have decided 

to participate in ‘Souper Bowl of Caring’ again this 

year.  It starts this weekend and will also be done 

next weekend at both Saturday and Sunday Masses.  

Food and money donations will be appreciated and 

go towards the Higginsville Food Pantry.  
 

Super Bowl Party – The youth group will have 

a Super Bowl Party hosted by Kristin and Stephen 

Vetter at their home 910 Main Street here in 

Higginsville.  Bring a snack or dessert!  

 

 

W.E.A.F.S. MEETS WEDNESDAY 
Our Wednesday Evening Adult Faith Study meets 

Wednesday evenings.  This is a very informal group.  

Mass is available at 6pm in the church.  Light Supper 

served in the Lower meeting room at 6:30pm.  

Discussion 7-8pm.  Everyone is invited. Come for 

what parts work for your schedule! 

 

NATIONAL MARRIAGE WEEK- FEB 7-14 
The observances of National Marriage Week (Feb. 

7-14) and World Marriage Day (Sunday, Feb.12) are 

an opportunity to focus on building a culture of life and 

love that begins with supporting and promoting 

marriage and the family.  This year’s theme, 

“Marriage…one flesh, given and received” highlights 

the one-flesh union of husband and wife that is willed 

by God.  It also indicates the personal self-gift of each 

spouse, one to the other.  These concepts point to 

Christ who gives Himself under the appearance of 

bread and wine – as real flesh and blood.  

 

Prayer for Married Couples 
O God, who in creating the human race 
Willed that man and wife should be one 

Keep, we pray, in a bond of inseparable love 
Those who are united in the covenant of Marriage, 

So that, as you make their love fruitful, 
They may become, by your grace, witnesses to charity 

itself. 
Through Christ our Lord 

Amen. 
 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk February 5, 2023       

Dear Parishioners, 

     

It’s now just two and a half weeks to the start of 

Lent- Ash Wednesday, February 22.  So now is a good 

time to be designing for yourself a self-improvement 

plan of Prayer, Fasting and Alms Giving.  

 

In the past, on the first Friday of Lent our parish has 

had our annual Fish Fry.  But this year that is just two 

days after the February ‘Souper Supper’ and that is too 

much major kitchen work in too short a time span – so 

the Parish Council has moved the Fish Fry to the 

following Friday, March 3.  

The Souper Supper is free but the Fish Fry is one of 

our traditional fund raising events.  Both meals need 

lots of volunteer workers.  

 

Customarily our evening Mass on Ash Wednesday 

has been at 6pm. But this year that day will be the 

Souper Supper – so for the benefit of the volunteers 

who work the Souper Supper, Mass on the evening of 

Ash Wednesday will be at 6:30pm.  That’s one half-

hour later: 6:30pm.  

 

Peace and Blessings, Joy, and Love in the Lord! 

Father Tom Hawkins 

 

PENNIES WELCOME 
There will be a Loose Change Collection after 

Masses this weekend.  All pennies, nickels, dimes and 

anything else will be welcome.  The ‘Loose Change 

Collection’ is a symbolic reminder that every donation 

makes a difference.  We recently purchased new chairs 

for the Upper Meeting Room from saving up the 

‘Loose Change’ 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE ALTAR SOCIETY 
Each January the Altar and Rosary Society invites 

all the women of the parish to make a donation in 

support of their work.  In the place of any set amount 

of “Dues” any donation is welcome.  Women 

parishioners should be receiving through the mail a 

letter from the Altar and Rosary Society about this.   

If there are any men or non-parish members who 

would like to contribute, there are envelopes available 

on the tables at the doors.  All donations are 

appreciated.  

 

 

 



SAINT MARY’S PRAYER CHAIN  
     It’s been impressive to see football players kneeling 

together to pray for an injured member of their team.   

That’s been happening here at Saint Mary’s  for a 

long time.  It happens when we kneel together at Mass 

and when members of our ‘Saint Mary’s Prayer Chain’  

pray daily for people in need and special requested 

intentions.   

The ‘Prayer Chain’ is a loose association of 

volunteers who serve the parish as a team of ‘Prayer 

Warriors’. 

The coordinator of our Parish Prayer Chain is Mrs. 

Dorothy Bell:  660-232-0858.  To volunteer to be on 

the team give her a call or when you have a special 

need of prayer let her know so she can put out the 

word.  

Some of those they are presently praying for are: 

Doris Franklin and Glenn Schlotzhauer (father of our 

parishioner Brent).  

 
The Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual 
abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe 

or suspect sexual abuse: 1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 

1.800.392.3739 (if the victim is currently under the age of 18) and 2. 
Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and 3. After 

reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected 

sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, 
at 816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves a 

priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City- St 
Joseph.  The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and 

healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families. Please 

contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at 

816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

 

ORGAN AUTO PLAY TRAINEES WANTED  
We are looking for volunteers willing to take the 

simple training to run the ‘automatic play system’ on 

the Pipe Organ when needed at weekend Masses.   

If you know how to use a smart phone or can pull 

up something on a computer – YOU CAN DO THIS. 

If you enjoy punching buttons, please volunteer by 

notifying Virginia Graham: 660-584-7481 
 

A NOTE FROM OUR CHURCH CLEANERS 
Pam and Mike Rogers who clean our church 

building welcome you to phone them if you see 

something that needs attention.  Pam can be reached at 

660-232-7721 and Mike at 660-232-4485. 

And a note from the Pastor- Parents, if your 

children are going to be standing on the pew cushions, 

please make sure their shoes aren’t muddy/dirty before 

they do so.  

 

 

DIOCESAN KNIGHTS OF  

COLUMBUS CHAPTER RAFFLE  
The Diocesan Knights of Columbus Chapter is 

having a raffle to raise money for some of its 

programs/events/charities.  Tickets are $5 each or 5 

for $20.  First prize is $500, second prize is a 

Salvador Perez autographed picture, third price is a 

3ft tall handmade crucifix.  Tickets must be 

purchased by April 1st (no foolin’).  The Drawing is 

April 22nd.  If you have any questions or want to 

purchase a ticket please contact Chris Kaiser at 660-

232-8850.   

The following programs are supported  

 St. Mary’s Home for Mothers, Pitching for 

Priests (a game between the priest of the Kc, 

MO and KC, KS diocese) Family Day at the 

K, Family night at Mavericks Hockey, Support 

our Seminarians Luncheon, 5th Grade 

Vocations Day, RSVP (Refund to Support 

Vocations) Program, Catholic Charities, Coats 

for Kids, Outpace Poverty 5k run/walk and 

Food Pantries in Cameron and KC.  

 

THE BUILDING COMMITTEE  

MEETS NEXT SUNDAY 
The Building Committee is scheduled to meet next 

Sunday, March 12.  Among items up for discussion is 

expansion of the storage pantry of the Parish Hall 

kitchen as requested by the Altar Society. 

Members of the parish who have volunteered to 

serve on the committee:  Marty Bell, Mike Esser, 

Howard Goring, Chris Kaiser, Jamie Powell, Nick 

Rankin, Mike Ryun, Yair and Elizabeth Saucedo and 

Brent Schlotzhauer.  

Brent Schlotzhauer is the committee’s 

Chairperson.  Marty Bell is the liaison with the Parish 

Council.  

Meetings are in the Lower Meeting Room after the 

Sunday 10:30am Mass. The Building Committee is 

scheduled to meet six times a year on the second 

Sunday of: February, April, June, August, October, and 

December.  Anyone who wants to help with the 

committee is invited to do so.  

 

2022 HARVEST DINNER FUNDRAISER 
Somehow I (Kristina) forgot to post the amazing 

results of last year’s Harvest Dinner. The net amount 

earned from the fundraiser was an impressive 

$2,565.72.  Thanks to all who helped with this event 

and I apologize for the oversight! 



HOW TO STUDY THE CATHOLIC FAITH 

ON YOUR OWN VIDEO DEVICE 
With thousands of Catholic movies, children’s 

programs, e-books, audio talks, and Bible studies direct 

to your browser, mobile device, or smart TV- 

FORMED provides quality Catholic content to help 

families and individuals explore their faith.  Sign up 

for a free seven day trial at FORMED.org.  

 

KNIGHTS MEET THIS MONDAY- FEB 6 
Our local Council of Knights of Columbus will 

gather this Monday evening, February 6, in the Lower 

Meeting Room. Enter from the small parking lot on the 

west side of the church.  Among items to be discussed 

is a project to expand the pantry of the Parish Hall 

kitchen.  Also, the Knights support of the Souper 

Suppers.  

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  

FOR THE SICK FEBRUARY 11 
In conjunction with the Feast of Our Lady of 

Lourdes- a place of pilgrimage in France where many 

go to seek healing, this day was designated by Pope 

John Paul II as World Day of Prayer for the Sick.  Our 

morning Mass will be offered for all our parishioners 

who are experiencing illness in any form.   

And let us pray that whenever we ourselves will be 

undergoing times of sickness that we may be strong in 

Faith and Hope and Patient Endurance, especially as 

we come to the final illnesses of our life.  

 

‘SOUPER SUPPER’ THANK YOU 
230 Lasagna dinners were given out on 

Wednesday, January 25.  Thanks to our wonderful 

parishioners who donated the food and thanks to those 

who cooked, served and cleaned up.   

The work crew on Tuesday was: Kim Bell, Janet 

Hoeflicker, Hazel Nuelle, Roger Rinne, Rhonda Smith, 

John Spiegelhalter, and Lois Wiley. Wednesday’s 

crew: Kim Bell, Ethan Campbell, Marie Campbell, 

Kristina Campbell, Howard Goring, Virginia Graham, 

Janet Hoeflicker, Hazel Nuelle, Roger Rinne, Karen 

Schroeder, Rhonda Smith, Colleen Starner, Kristin 

Vetter, Michael Vetter, and Lois Wiley.  

This is a great way to meet other parishioners.  The 

‘Souper Suppers’ are an effort along with other 

churches in Higginsville to provide free meals for the 

benefit of the whole community, especially those 

needing help stretching their food budgets during the 

winter months.  We’ll be doing it again February 21 & 

22. Sign up sheets are on the back east table pews.  

BLESSED CANDLES AVAILABLE THIS WEEKEND 
This past Thursday, the Feast of the Presentation of 

the Lord, was the traditional ‘Candlemas Day’ when 

candles are blessed for church and home use. 

Even in our age of modern electric light, candles 

continue to hold a symbolic meaning bringing a sense 

of grace and dignity to any occasion.  Secular society 

uses candles on birthday cakes to represent the passage 

of years and also to create a special atmosphere by 

means of scent and subdued light.  Originally candles 

were functional: such as providing light in the dark 

catacombs where burning votive candles honored the 

graves of martyrs and helped create a sense of the 

presence of the departed. 

A burning candle represents  hope in the face of 

darkness and a continuing prayer. Which is why even 

today candles are often seen burning at the scene of a 

tragic event. For those who like to use blessed candles 

at home a variety are available this weekend in front of 

the shrine of Saint Joseph.  You are asked to make an 

appropriate offering to defray the expense.  

The optional use of blessed candles in a home 

before the image of Christ, Mary or another saint is a 

way to create a sense of prayerful peace and calm.  

Obviously – candles should only be used with caution 

and in safe containers.  

 

ALTAR SOCIETY MEETS TUESDAY- FEB 7 
All women of our parish are invited to the meeting 

of the Altar and Rosary Society this Tuesday, February 

7, at 6pm in the Upper Meeting Room.  Enter by the 

back door.  

 

LAUDATO SI’ 

On Care for Our Common Home 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter of 2015 

For Personal Meditation or Family Discussion  

Human beings, even if we postulate a process of 

evolution, also possess a uniqueness which cannot be fully 

explained by the evolution of other open systems.  Each of 

us has his or her own personal identity and is capable of 

entering into dialogue with others and with God himself.  

Our capacity to reason, to develop arguments, to be 

inventive, to interpret reality and to create art, along with 

other not yet discovered capacities, are signs of a uniqueness 

which transcends the spheres of physics and biology.  The 

sheer novelty involved in the emergence of a personal being 

within a material universe presupposes a direct action of 

God and a particular call to life and to relationship on the 

part of a “Thou” who addresses himself to another “thou.” 

The biblical accounts of creation invite us to see each human 

being as a subject who can never be reduced to the status of 

an object.  
Laudato Si #81 


