
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
FOR ADULTS
"The R.C.I.A."

The purpose of this program is to give adults a general introduction to
and explanation of the Catholic Faith; what it is and how to incorporate it
into their own life.

It run most Wednesday evenings from late September through Easter
and into Spring.

These sessions are for three types of persons:
1) Someone who is not a baptized Christian but feels drawn to be

baptized and enter the Catholic Church in order to join their own life to Jesus
Christ

2) Someone who is a baptized Christian but not Catholic but feels led
by God to be united to the Catholic Church and receive the Sacraments in
order to help them live a good Christian life.

[However - - we do not wish to draw anyone away from another
church. There are some beliefs which all Christians, Protestant and Catholic,
share in common but there are some which are profoundly different.]

3) This program is for someone who is already a baptized member of
the Catholic Church but would like to review what the Catholic Church
teaches and requires of its members in order to deepen their own
understanding and spirituality.

[Also, it is for any adult Catholic who has never been confirmed but
wants to prepare themselves for when that sacrament is next offered for
adults by the bishop.]

This program is designed as a "R.C.I.A."or "Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults". It is composed of four interconnected parts which are:

-¢- personal study, prayer and reflection - first here in a formal session with
the pastor and on alternate Wednesdays in informal sessions with the
members of the parish over a potluck supper.

-¢- participation in our group gatherings and discussions
<> experience of the Catholic liturgy by attending Mass every Sunday
-¢- day to day working at living your life according to Catholic principles.



It is designed to be interesting and pleasant for all involved in the
process but there is a textbook and required readings prior to each session.

This is not an attempt to talk anyone into becoming a Catholic. It is a
simple exploration of Catholic thought and belief.

For more information contact the Saint Mary's Parish Office: 660-584-
3038.


